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PR K FACE 

By Sir RICMAKD CARNAC TEMPLK. Bt. 

1 I^ROMISKU Mr. Harvey to write the Preface to his book on the 
History of Jiurma, and now that 1 have his typescript before me 
I fulfil my promise. It is well over fifty years since 1 first 
landed in Burma, when Thayetinyo and Toung^oo were on 
the British frontier, when it used to take three weeks by boat 
to reacli the latter from Rangoon, what time the bore in 
the Sittang served. It took one fourteen days to reach Tha-- 
yetmyo from Rangoon up the Irrawaildy in the rains of 1871. 
Circumstances have changed the amenities of travel almost 
inconceivably since then. At that time the corners in the 
Irrawaddy stream were rounded by fastening hawsers on to 
trees on the bank and steaming round by degrees with their 
Kelp, as the current was stronger at such s|>ots than the horse- 
power of the river steamers. 

It is now also approaching forty years, after a long absence 
ill India after the Thayetmyo days, since I first saw Mandalay 
in the war of 1885 onwards. It had been well known to me 
by reading as a |)lace of romance in the distance beyorwl the 
frontier, approachable only by the favoured few, and it was as to 
a land of romance that I approached it in the greatly improved 
means of travel reached by the middle eighties of the last 
century — finding my way through the miles of complicated 
streets from the river shore to tlie walled and moated city 
and the stockaded palace in its midst. For three years, 
April, 1887, to December, 1889, I was the first Cantonment 
Magistrate and the first Vice-President of the new Munici- 
pality — and to me it fell to dismantle the great city and 
change its features, within and without its walls, into the 
Cantonment of Mandalay. To commence also at the same 
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time the fashioninj;- of the i^reat modern provincial town of the 
British Indian Government variety out of what was virtually a 
rncdia:val Burnu'se capital was a work of absorbing; interest 
and an unfori^ettable exf)erience, 

I was ntx:e.ssari)y in close* touch with the jpeatcr person- 
alities of the Kiiv^’s rei^inie and had to learn much of the recent 
history of his rule and his people, which created in my mind a 
stroni^ desire to ascertain all that the scant leisiiie hours durin*.» 
my many duties j)crmitted of their ori^^in and earlier story. I 
have therefore lontj taken an absorb! interest in Burrne.se 
I li.slory and in all works which purport to teach it. 

A <^reat deal has been written on Murma, and theni are 
valual)!e monographs on her history and anthropohyi^y. But 
of the two, it is hi.story which has been the less studied till 
quite lately, 'i'hc reason for this has been the difficulty of 

findin^q such material as exi.sis lb(Hij.;h tliere is a j^rcal deal of 

it- and reivlerinj; it intclliifiblc. Of late years the Burina 
Research Society, founded in 1910, has h(y.;un to collect ma- 
terial of all kinds, anti tliis book may be re.i^arded as one of 
the tirst'fruits, for it is writteri by an (office-bearer at the 
instance of one of the Society's fonnriers, Monsieur Charles 
Duroiselle, whej is himself resjoonsihle for much of the most 
enduring work that is being done on Burma and her arch;e- 

Up L(o this year the only full length History of Burma, 
based on original sources, ha.s been Sir Arthur fha\ ie's, which 
was published in 1885, but excellent as that great work is, 
much that was ncot available to him has naturally come to light 
since then ; thus, he had not acccs.s to the inscriptions, or to 
Chinc.se sources. 

In the length of time that circumstances of government 
service and liealth have rnaclc it necessary for Mr. Harvey to 
C(Misuirie in bringing out the result of his many labours, Sir 
Gtiorge Scott has also produced a gene»'al History of Burma, 
published this year under the title nf Burma from the Earliest 
Times to the Present Day. He has clearly consulted the authori- 
ties, and he has written his book with all the literary skill wdiich 
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<listiii»;uishes his former writings. But I agree with his own 
statement in his preface ‘‘that parts of the narrative are 
fli|)pant,” aiul taken altogether it is a light book. It does not 
interfere with a work like that before me. Ihere is [>leiUy r)l 
room for both, an*! tlu: student would <lo well to stu<ly Mr. 
Harvey after runniiig (we*r Sir (leorge Scott, if he woultl <live 
seriously into ihnniese history. 

Mr. Harvey's book presents ns with a mass of original 
work and incorporates tlu: results of research up to the? date of 
going t<^ press. But it is something more than a work of 
scholarship; it is also a singularly syinpathetic study of the 
jHMiplos of Burma ; it is a book written with the heart as well as 
with the head. I vemture to stress this point, because T am old 
enough to remember the seamy side of native inle. Things 
which sound incredible tonlay were commonplace under native 
rule two generations ago, yet anyone who records them now 
is dismis.sed as a hostile critic* -so short is human memory, s') 
rapifl has been the growth of nationalist sentifnent. Burmese, 
like all oriental, and indeed most general, history, is a somhia; 
record, a fact that many modern lUirme.se “ f>atriots/’ as those 
of other nations, arc apt to forget; the tendeiuy is lo n'gard 
the past as a golden age, and even I’liihau now has In's. halo. 

People who vvant tendcncious writing will have to look 
elsewhere, for tliis h(M)k glo/.e ; over littl^.^ But the 
beauty of the ancient world is described with etpial vivid- 
ness. rhus, Mr. Harvey writes of the Pagan D^masty : 
“The legacy of tlicir fleeting sway enriched posterity Idr 
ever. It was they who made that sun-scorched wilderness, 
the solitary plain of Myingyan, to blossom forth into tin* 
architectural uiagniliceuce of Pagan. If they jaoduced no 
nation-builder like Simon ilc Montfort, no lawgiver like 
Edward 1., they unified Burma for more than two centuries, 
and that in itself wa.s an achievement. But their role was 
aesthetic and religious rather than political. 'I'o them the world 
owes in great measure the pre.scrvation of 'PhcMavilda Buddhism, 
one of the purest faiths mankind has ever known. Brahmanism 
had .strangled it in the land of its birth. In Ceylon its 
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existence was threatened again and again. East of Burma it was 
not yet free from priestly corruptions. But the Kings of Burma 
never wavered, and at Pagan the stricken faith found a city of 
refuge. Vainglorious tyrants build themselves sepulchres, but 
none of these men has a tomb. . . . These men s magnificence 
went to glorify their religion, not to deck the tent wherein they 
camped during this transitory life.” It is a kindly and just 
judgment. 

After quoting the early European visitors* accounts of Pegu 
in its days of power, which read so extravagantly to modern 
eyes, Mr. Harvey makes the following illuminating remarks : 
** These men saw the East in all her glory, such as we no 
longer see her. We have lost that vision and are the poorer. 
Yet we have lost it because we have grown richer. Our 
standards have altered. We no longer accept the pinchbeck 
and bone which even kings among our forbears were fain to 
wear as gold and ivory. Our Europe is no longer the little 
Christendom of Gothic times, living on the scanty produce of 
grey skies, trembling at every rumour of Saladin or the 
victorious Turk. She is sovran Europe who holds the Ea.st 
in fee and the whole world beside. We have come to know 
that all that glitters is not gold, but these first voyagers did 
not know it. They came from evil-smelling walled towns, 
where folk dwelt in kennels and died like flies of epidemics 
caused l)y their own insanitation. To men who lived in the 
cold and changed their clothes but once a year and went 
iinwashetl for months, the sunshine and the clean water, the 
children .splashing all day in the creek.s, the girls at the well, 
were one long delight. Ordure vani.shed quickly under tlie 
troi)ical .sky, and instead of fetid narrow streets and over- 
hanging hoiisc.s, they saw the airy spjiciousness of Pegu city 
in its heyday, and wide ways sweeping out of sight towards 
the four main gates. Men who had wrung a fourfold crop, at 
best, from the hard northern soil, saw ? -uiraclc in rice with its 
forty-fold out-turn, and in the mango a rare and refreshing 
fruit. i'hey tlid not stray inland far from the capital, these 
simple sailormen. They saw little but the wealth of a 
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kingdom heaijecl together on one man, the prince who 
I 3 eacockecl it in his palace, and they took such vestures, such 
jewels, such pomp and circumstance, to be a type of the whole 
country.” 

Mr. Harvey ends a well-told account of the death of Alaung- 
paya (Alompra), during his last expedition to Ayuthia in Siam, 
with the burning word.s : So he was buried with the ritual of 
the kings in the palace city [Shwebo] which once had been his 
lowly village, and the mourning of an entire people. I'hey 
would never see his like again, the village headman who had 
made him.scif lord of Burma and received the homage not only 
of the tribes, but also of P'rench aiul Knglish captains kneeling 
to receive his orders in resfxictful silence. . . He had nrigned 
only eight years and was under forty-six when he died ; but 
men are rerncimbered by the years they use, not by the years 
they last.” 

Speaking of another great man of tlie past, Anawrahta, the 
founder of the Pagiin Dynast}’, Mr. tiarvey writes of the effects 
of Buddhism on Burma: “ His chief monument, the Shwezigon 
Pagotla, built in A.D. 1059 and still unfinished at his death, is 
a solid pagoda of the kiml so common all over Burma. Vet 
it attracts worshippers daily, while fiiKU* temj)les built by his 
.successors are deserted. Its popularity is due to the cxcej)- 
tional sanctity of the relics (Buddha’s collarl)one, his frontlet 
from l^roiiie and liis tooth from Ceylon), and to the shrines of 
the entircj [pantheon of the Thirty-Seven Nat spirit.s, who, as it 
were, have come circling round in homage to the.se relics, if 
anyone doubts the debt Burma owes to Buddhism, or wishes to 
see what she would have been without it, let him wander here 
and contemplate these barbarous images of the heathen gods. 
Asked why he allowed them, Anawralitii said: ‘Men will not 
come for the sake of the new faith. Let them come for thcii- 
old gods and gradually they will be won over.’ ” I he local 
oral tradition which Mr. Harvey here quotes shows that a 
Buddhist leader was influenced by the same feelings as tlu* 
early Christian missionaries in Europe. 'fhe images at tlu: 
Shwezigon Pagoda cannot, however, have been those of thi; 
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Thirty-Seven Nats as they now exist, as so many of them were 
living human beings long after Anawrahta's date. The illus- 
trations of my own collection of images and drawings of this 
order of Burmese supernatural beings (see The Thirty-Seven 
Nats, 1906) will also show how the all-pervading faith in the 
Buddhist religion in Burma has changed the old barbarous 
representation of the Nats into something that is noble in ex- 
pression and beautiful in feeling. 

The first successes of the village headman of Shwebo, 
Alaungpaya, are told with a swing, a raciness and an insight 
into the Burman character that make instructive reading: 
“ The deficiency of the races of Indo-China in power of com- 
bination on a large scale is natural to people whose inherited 
instincts were formed in a country of great distances and bad 
communications. But when roused to enthusiasm they have 
shown considerable capacity for combined action. Among the 
Burme.se the years 1752-7 are a model instance. Alaungpaya 
was not the only prominent man in Upper Burma. Independent 
attempts to form centres of resistance [to the Talaing invaders] 
had been made at Mogaung in Myitkyina district and Salin 
in Minbu district. Some of the leaders were men of better 
birth [than Alaungpaya], who had not to go back nine genera- 
tions to claim royal blood. They were masterful men with 
considerable followings, who could have ruined the common 
cause by insisting on their rights. Not one of them did so, 
and the hereditary nobles ended by placing the territorial 
cadres at the disposal of Alaungpaya.” 

One more quotation and 1 have done with this particular 
point. Writing of the doings in 1823 during the days of 
Bagyidaw, “the lmpos.sible” from the Briti.sh point of view, 
Mr. Harvey remarks that the x^ssamese campaign.s, ‘‘waged 
amid .strange races and magnificent .scenery, powerfully affected 
the imagination of the Burmese, as they swarmed through the 
pas.ses, or floated for hundreds of miles down the Brahmaputra 
river on rafts. They marched with the tread of conquerors, 
and the earth .seemed to tremble under their feet. The 
succession of victories confirmed the opinion they had of them- 
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selves and whetted their appetite for further conquest. Among 
the commanders who thus won fame was MahabandCila,” of 
whom much was heard in the first British war with Burma in 
1824. Mr. Harvey’s account of xMahabandula is just and dis- 
criminating, and the following remark shows that in historical 
judgment he rises above racial feeling : ** He was an imperialist 
of the most aggressive t} pe, yet it is unjust to regard him as 
responsible for the war of 1824. He did, indeed, force it on, 
but in adv'^ocating it he was merely the mouthpiece (;f the 
entire people.” 

There is <^ne criticisfii which it would not lie difficult to 
level at this book in places. At times it reads almost like a 
jumble, in which the wood cannot he .seen ior the trees. 1 hat 
is not the fault of Mr. Jiarvey but (')t his subject, h.xcept 
when Burma has happened to come under the rule of one man 
or of one dynasty, or say under two or three definitely separ- 
able rulers whose careers can he clearly followed, its history is 
a jumble very difficult to di.sentanglc. It has in fact been the 
pre}' for centuries at a time of small tribes, or even cliques, 
ruling over small areas, always fighting and for ever getting 
the better of each other alternately. It is a di.sheartening 
matter for the historian to try and give a clear view of the 
various happenings under such circumstances. The hierarchy 
of the Thirty- Seven Nats is closely connected with i)crsonages 
of historical consequence, and 1 soon found, in trying to tiace 
out tilt stories in hi.storical sequence, how difficult it was to fi.\ 
the place in history of the individuals concerned. Much of 
Burme.se history is nccc.ssarily the relation of the small doings 
of princelings and mere raiders, and yet if the .story of the 
country is to be rightly [presented it must be all told. But it 
cannot help being confused to the rapid reader, and anyone 
wishing to understancl history in such conditions must in ffxCt 
be patient and careful. 

But however insignificant these local ambitions, fights and 
victories were in the world’s view, they were mighty happen- 
ings to the inhabitants of Burma. Ihe war with the Chinese 
in the thirteenth century was to the great Emperor of China an 
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affair with a small people beyond his boundaries — a matter to 
be left to the discretion of one of the officers on his frontiers. 
To the Burmese, however, it was a struggle between two 
mighty peoples, to be recorded with the same attention to the 
actual facts and the same perception of proportion that they 
subsequently bestowed on their fights of the same description 
with the great British Empire. 

The Burmese nevertheless have always been happy tellers 
of tales. Their capacity for relating a story well is remarkable 
and makes their historical records enticing reading, apart from 
their high or low value as history. Many a page of the 
JUmannan or Glass Palace Chronicle is a delight to peruse, and 
the same may be said of almost any other Burmese Chronicle 
one may consult — the narrative is so vividly and so humanly 
told. Mr. Harvey has been therefore wise in drawing largely 
on the legends of Burmese history and so made his work more 
thoroughly of the soil than would otherwise have been possible. 
The story, for instance, of the end of Narathihapate, the last 
king of the Pagan dynasty — the Tarokpye Min, the king that 
fled from the Chinese — as quoted from the Glass Palace Chron- 
icle in this book — is told with the fascinating skill and power 
of the born story-teller. 

The happeriings in most history are so frequently horrible 
that one often wonders how life could have been tolerable. 
Much greater is the wonder as to how so much that is beautiful 
in art, that is wonderful in philosophy and noble in religion, 
could have come into existence. Burma is no exception. 
Much that happened there has been terrible, and simple devas- 
tation went on for long periods together so constantly and so 
completely as to constitute a nightmare. 

Such periods are to be found in all Eastern history and 
in Western history as well, and yet philosophy, religion and 
the arts of peace have flourished exceedingly. How was it? 
Anyone who has experience of street riots knows that the 
trouble is confined to the streets in which it occurs. Life in 
the rest of the town — even in a street or two away from 
the riot and outside it — passes on quietly as usual. So it is 
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with war. In the area actually concerned it is terrifying, all- 
absorbing and destructive of eveiy amenity. Elsewhere the 
countries concerned are affected, of course, but private life 
goes on quietly in much the usual way, and when communica- 
tions are long or difficult it is not affected at all. So the poet 
can write, the philosopher can think and study, the priest can 
preach, and the artist work, just as they have always done. 
Thus it was possible for the great philosopher-historian 
Al-BIrunl and the equally great poet-historian Firdusi to pro- 
duce their world-renowned works at the court of such a raider 
and restless warrior as Mahmud of Ghazni. It is in fact a 
mistake to suppose that because a man has been a cruel invader 
and conqueror, he was therefore a man of low intellectual attain- 
ments and cared nothing for the arts and the higher living. 
Timur Lang (Tamerlane) was anything but an illiterate man 
caring nothing for the beautiful things of life, for all his shock- 
ing sack of Delhi and many other similar deeds. So it was in 
Burma. The greater rulers, cruel as they frequently were, were 
mighty builders, and under them the arts and religion flourished. 
Under such men there were constant periods of general peace. 
When the country was divided up among petty local fighters, 
however complete the anarchy supervening in one locality, there 
was peace in another at the same time. Like all other countries, 
Burma has always been a good place for the top dog to dwell 
in, but even he has had his bad times as well : a condition that 
is apparently inseparable from human life. 

Anyone who has worked, like myself, in the same field, will 
quickly realise the labour which has gone to the making of these 
few hundred pages. It has involved ransacking Chinese and 
Portuguese records, Dutch and English State Papers, and 
working through native Burmese material of which much is 
unprinted and in defective languages. How valuable such 
research can be the transcript verbatim of the Chinese General 
Staff Report on the invasion of Burma in 1765-9, in the days 
when Hsinbyushin sat on the throne of Alaungpaya, is a 
strong instance. Often it is the very virtue of a piece of his- 
torical research that leads to its overthrow by those who come 
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after, but whether Mr. Harvey's conclusions endure or not — 
and 1 think that they are generally sound — his book will form 
a starting-point for searchers of the coming generation. It has 
blazed a way through the jungle so that others may build the 
road. The great feature of the book is the flood of light it 
throws on the still many dark places of Burmese history. It 
constitutes distinctly a step forward in our knowledge of the 
subject. 

R, C T. 



AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION 

Mr Charles Duroiselle, Superintendent, Archaeological 
Survey, Burma, suggested in 1918 that I should write this book. 
Since then he has guided my reading and given me access to 
his notes — the accumulated notes of a lifetime — so that the 
first half of this book is largely his, and the only reason his 
name does not appear on the title page is that he has not seen 
the final draft. 

Next to him my chief collaborators were J. S. Fumivall, 
H. F. Searle and J. A. Stewart, members of my own service, 
and Professor G. H, Luce, Rangoon University; with these 
four 1 have been in regular consultation for several years. 
My thanks are also due to Mg San Shwe Bu (Honorary 
Archaeological Officer), Mr Justice May Oung, Maung Mya 
(Archaeological Assistant), Mg Po Kye 2 (Subordinate Civil 
Service), C. K. De (Secretariat Librarian, Rangoon), R. Grant 
Brown (Indian Civil Service), Miss L. M. Anstey, Arthur 
Waley, W. A. R. Wood (His Britannic Majesty’s Consul- 
General, Chiengmai), G. W. Wheeler (Bodleian Library), 
George Coed^s (Librarian, Vajiraftana National Library, 
Bangkok), and many others. 

The reader will find the footnotes intelligible if he remem- 
bers that authorities are referred to by means of abbreviations 
or keywords which are printed in italics and are explained in 
the alphabetical bibliography at p. 373. Only the italicised 
portion of a reference is given in the bibliography ; thus 
p. 95 refers to ARASJ 1915-6 Duroiselle “The Ari of 
Burma and Tantric Buddhism” — the bibliography expands 
ARASf, the periodical containing Duroiselle’s article, but 
docs not give the article, even s.v. Duroiselle, 
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I have taken advantage of long leave in Europe to consult 
unpublished state papers in the India Office, and the usual 
Dutch and Portuguese sources. Chinese sources have been 
translated in the files of the Political Department. As to the 
native sources, they are so little known outside Burma that 
explanation is necessary. 

It has too long been the fashion to deny the existence of 
historical material in Burma. But it is a question of standard, 
and the native material, though modest in both quantity and 
quality, is better than in the rest of Indo-China. Inscriptions 
may be rare in the fifth to the tenth centuries, but from the 
eleventh there is literally a deluge of them ; and whereas in 
Camt^a, Cambodia and Siam, scripts have in the course of 
centuries undergone such profound changes that the compilers 
of later chronicles could not read the earlier inscriptions, in 
Burma inscriptions from the eleventh century onwards an: in 
what is practically “square Pali,” which is still used in the 
kammaivasa (ordination service). Hence after the eleventh 
century the chronology of Burme.se chronicles is reliable. Un- 
fortunately the inscriptions used by historians were often copies 
containing dates which had been seriously miscopied {Duroisclle^ 
“List” V, vi); this, and the tendency of the chroniclers to 
overlook inscriptions such as the Myazedi (p. 43), which did 
not happen to be in the collection near the palace (p. 268), 
resulted in the chronicles often being several decades out 
from the eleventh to the thirteenth centuries. Some 1,500 
inscriptions have long been printed in the six volumes of 
Inscriptions, which are useless to philologists because the 
spelling has been modernised and the copying is defective — 
there is one page which contains eighty-two mistakes ; this is 
now being rectified, for the major inscriptions, in Epigraphia 
Birmanica, issued by Mr Duroiselle, which retains the original 
spelling and gives a large photograph of each text. 

Second to these, and inferior, are the vernacular chronicles. 
One of them, the Yazawingyaw, goes back to the fifteenth 
centuiy (p. 104). Other early works are the sixteenth century 
Razadarit Ayedawpofi (p. 170), and the curious Pawtugi 
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Yazawin (p. i88), written probably within a generation of 
De Brito’s death (1613) by some burmanised Portuguese 
captive. But the standard chronicles are eighteenth and nine- 
teenth century lucubrations, such as the Hmannan Yazawin^ 
compiled by a royal commission in 1829; linguistic criteria 
show them to be based on material which is clearly late ; save 
for quotation of archaic songs, their style reveals no archaisms 
of so marked a tyjxi as to suggest that their basic MSS. date 
from before the sixteenth centur>^ Indeed it could hardly be 
otherwise. Although some sort of palace records were kept 
in the Pagan and Pegu palaces before that date, the country 
possessed no developed civilisation with diffused private or 
institutional papers. Vandals like Thohanbwa 1527-43 and 
Alaungpaya 1752-60, rebels like those who in 1564 burnt 
down Bayinnaung's capital, helped to destroy such records as 
there were. Changes of dynasty would lead to their neglect 
and dispersion. P'or such as survived, there were no proper 
record-room methods ; mildew, white ants, and the accident of 
fire prevented MSS. from reaching any great age, especially 
those which were not strictly religious. It is the rarest thing 
in Burma to find MSS. as much as two centuries old even in 
the imagination of the iX)ssessor. 

The chronicles abound in anachronisms (p. 340) and in 
stock situations which recur as regularly as in a yellow back. 
But it was not the eighteenth century compilers who started 
the fashion of romancing ; they were only following precedent, 
for close study will show that perhaps ^ as much as half the 
narrative told as historical down to the thirteenth century is 
folk-lore (pp. 315, 316, 327, 329). When a standard history 
of Burma comes to be written, it will be necessary to 
divide the reigns of such kings as Anawrahta into two 
parts; the first part will be The Evidence, e.g. inscriptions 
showing him to have actually existed and what he did, and the 
second part will be The Anawrahta L^end. Such division is 
not feasible within the limits of this little pioneer work, and 
although critics trained in the history schools of the West will 
be shocked at my treatment of the Fagan period, anyone 
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familiar with the atmosphere of Further India will be able to 
siif)ply his own comment on these pa^cs, which reproduce 
the miracul<Mis narrative objectively. Nor is it |)raclicable to 
[)rfKhice a lucid and well arranj^ed book at tlic prestnit staj:je, 
when the chief desideratum is to collate and rec<)rd evidence 
much of which is scattere<l and untranslated ()r unprinted. 

The chroniclers retjard general conditions in early times as 
beinij the same as in their own flay, the eij^hteenth century. 
The only evidence we have as to what they really were consists 
of exiij^uous inferences from medi;eval inscriptions and of occa- 
sional references by foreign travellers; so lar as it goes, such 
evidence gives one the idea of a stationary civilisation, the same 
in the Middle Ages as at the time of the Knglish CoiK|uest 
in 1824. What the linglish found is so easily ascertainable 
in print that, in the interests of space, I have omitted it, and 
refer to general conditions only when the narrative contains 
conl<Mn[)orary evidence to show what they were. 

'I'he m.'iin Burmese record is the ! Iinannan Yazawin down 
to 1752 and thereafter the Konbaun^scl ; both are official, 
l^ocal histories such as thauiai nil's are fre(|uently late, some, 
such as Ko Ukayaini^ Thaniaing^ being written a decade ago; 
written by individuals, tiny have not the range and accuracy 
of the great official compilations, but some, such as the 
Shwcnitiicdaw 1 haniainy^, must havi: been maintained at 
pagodas for centuries and rcci>rd valuabh; traditions. 

Alaungpaya, as his behaviour at IVgu in 1757 indicates 
(p. 2,^5), de.stroyeil many falaing records; tradiVi«ni says his 
successors <iid so, and the Talaings after they wen; ccaKjueied 
had neither tlie lieart nor the means to maintain archives. I 
have used a JhiriiK^se M.S. version Kazadar it Ayedawpon ; 
the Ihitish Museum iM.S. “ History of IVgu," by Saytxdard.^ 
Athivd, used b> Sir Arthur Bhayre ; Burmese MS. translations 
of the J'itiitonmci'ninn Vazaivin and tht; Paklat Tiilahip^ 
(dironicU ; and Sihmidt's (Hn*man t cinslation of “Slapat 
ragawan datovv smim ron.” 

The best Arakanese records, Mahara/.awmi (148 angas\ 
Do We “ Rahkaing Razawun’* (48 any;as\ Nga Me Mahara- 
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zawiui” (24 aniens), arc practically unobtainable, bcin*;- in palm 
leaf copies which are few and far between. San Shwe I 5 u 
has ^iven me a few notes from Uo We, N^a Me and others, 
and I have used Phayre’s Arakane.se MS. in the Hritisli 
Museum. Dinnytuoadi Ya'ztxzvhithit^ the only [)rinted Ara- 
kanese history 1 know, is a third hand piece of work. An 
admirable though slender check on Arakanese chronology 
exi.sts in the dated medallions issued by the rajas of Arakan 
from the fifteenth if not the tenth century onwards (p. 137). 

For Siamese chronicles I am mainly indebted to Mr. W. A. R. 
Wood, who furnished me with a pr6cis. Shan chronicles are 
so consistently reckless with regard to dates, varying a couple 
of centuries on every other leaf, that I have disregarded them. 
As for the remaining races, such as Karens, Chins, Kachins, 
they were illiterate, and there is no record. 

Hence our main authority is the standard Burmese chroni- 
cles. It is impossible to study the.se, especially in conjunction 
with the other native records, without acquiring considerable 
respect for them. No other country on the mainland of Indo- 
China can show .so impressive a continuity. The great record 
of substantially accurate dates goes back for no less than nine 
centuries, and even the earlier legends liave a substratum of truth. 
But that which gives continuity also gives false pers|;x‘ctive ; 
the record is that of the Burmese, the energetic and dominant 
minority who possessed an abiding palace and a continuous 
tradition. Written in the .shadow of the throne, the chronicles 
tell little of general conditions, and their story is not that of the 
peoples of Burma, or even of the Burmese people, but simply that 
of the dyna.stie.s of Upper Burma. In a land of centrifugal 
tendencies, facts are distorted to fit into a centriixital .scheme, 
and the Burme.se capital is made to occupy the whole of the 
canvas, while races such as the Shans, who for centuries were 
of at least equal imjxjrtance, and the Talaing.s, w'ho were 
probably the leaders of civilisation to the very end, are scarcely 
mentioned .save as a foil. 

The Pagan period appears to have unity, but, apart from 
inscriptions, material is lacking; the Shan i)eriod is seen 
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to be cha( tic, because the chronicles were becoming fuller 
with the growth of the monastic system and the diffusion 
of literacy. Thibaw 1878-85 is notorious; yet if our only 
evidence were the Burmese court records, he would appear 
as a model monarch who sjx^nt his time uttering sublime 
sentiments, making ideal arrangements for religion, abolishing 
monopolies, etc., etc. The chronicles for the period of Pagan, 
which read so charmingly, were written by men who thus de- 
scribe the First Anglo-Burmese War, i824-6(B.E. 1186-7): — 

In the years 1186 and 1187 white strangers from the west fastened 
a quarrel upon the Lord of the Golden Palace. They landed at 
Rangoon, took that place and Prome, and were permitted to 
advance as far as Yandabii ; for the King, from motives of piety 
and regard to life, made no preparations whatever to oppose 
them. The strangers had spent vast sums of money in their 
enterprise, so that by the time they reached Yandabu their re- 
sources were exhausted, and they were in great distress. They 
then petitioned the King, who in his clemency and generosity 
sent them large sums of money to pay their expenses back and 
ordered them out of the country. {Crawfurd I. 304.) 

It is difficult to sec the hi.stoiy of Burma in its true colour 
and orientation, because material is lacking. Weakness is the 
predominant feature of central government in the East, and in 
Burma most of our material is that of the central government j 
hence the story told in this book is sombre. But it is less 
depressing than that of many eastern countries, and it would 
not be depressing at all if only we could get out of the palace 
and among the people. It is a people which must sometimes 
have wondered whether its government did not emanate from 
a vampire rather than a king, and yet it never lost its buoyancy 
or missed its hold on the c.ssential.s of civili.sation. The clergy 
may have been recluses, but they not only lived beautiful 
lives : they fearlessly maintained the Law of Mercy. When 
greater races bound the feet or veiled the face of their women, 
or doubted if she had a soul, the Burmese held her free and 
enthroned her as chieftainess and queen. 

Perhaps some better equipped writer will tell this story and 
portray the life of which we catch glimpses in many an old 



EVIDENCE 


XXI 


song. When he appears, much that is ugly will recede ii\to 
the background ; at present it clogs the foreground. Those 
who would have it omitted forget that a historian has no power 
to suppress an integral part of the record ; neither the rules of 
his craft nor the dictates of his conscience allow' it, for, in the 
words of one of the greatest of I^iberals, John Morley : “ The 
law of things is that they who tamper with veracity, from 
whatever motive, are tampering with the vital force of human 
progress.’* 

E. li. 

Exeter College, 

Oxford. 
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CHAPTER I 


BURMA BEFORE 1044 

Burma,' being little more than the valleys of a river system 
shut off from the outer world by hills and sea, is fitted to be 
the home of a unified people. But even now the process of 
unification, though accelerated, is incomplete ; and when history 
began, the country was a medley of tribes.^ 

Perhaps the earliest inhabitants were Indonesians but they 
have left scarcely a trace and in any case they were displaced 
by Mongolian tribes whose home was probably in western 
China. These were the Mon and the Tibeto-Burman tribes 
from eastern Tibet. Doubtless they came down the great 
rivers, but the routes, order, and dates at which they came are 
purely conjectural. The Mon (Talaings) spread over Burma 
south of Henzada. The traditional names of the Tibeto- 
Burman tribes are Pyu, Kanran, and Thet ; perhaps the Thet 
are the Chins, and the Kanran the Arakanese ; the Pyu, now 
extinct, may be an ingredient in what afterwards became the 
Burmese, and they seem to have been pushed inland from the 
Delta coast by Talaing pressure from the south-east, as if the 
Talaing route into Burma was down the Salween. The Karens 
may have been earliest of all. 

These races came, owing to causes such as drought and 
ethnic pressure, in successive infiltrations, each driving its 
predecessor farther south. Down from the north they came, 

' Myamma is the same word as Mien the Chinese name and Man the Shan 
name for Burma. The derivation from Brahma is on a level with the derivation 
of English from angels. The mediaeval scribes with the name Brahma before 
them write not Brahmadesa (land of Brahma) but Myammadesa (land of 
Myamma), and an eleventh century Talaing inscription {RSASB 1920 21) calls 
the Burmese Mirma, 

-See the current Census Report, Imperial Gazetteer, Lowis, Halliday, 
Smeaton, yBRS 1911 Gilmore ** Karen Folk-Lore” and Grant Brown “Origin 
of the Burmese ’* ibid.. Temple “The People of Burma” in Journal of the Royal 
Society of Arts 1910 with which read Vincent Smith “ Oxford History of India ” 47. 

3 T * 
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tribe after tribe of hungry yellow men with the dust of the 
world's end upon their feet, seeking food and warmth in tiny 
homesteads along the fertile river banks, seeking that place in 
the sun which has been the dream of the northern races in so 
many ages. The infiltration lasted centuries. The Shans did 
not enter the plains till the thirteenth century and the Kachins 
were penetrating Upper Burma when the English annexed it 
in 1885. Many of the immigrants must have been settled in 
before the Christian era. They lay thinly scattered over the 
country, illiterate animist tribes with little political organisa- 
tion. Men dwelt in isolated units, divided by forest and hill, 
a scanty population whose hut-fires sent up smoke here and 
there above the jungle. The unit was doubtless the village, 
with communal tenures and rigid clan customs.* If after a 
time kings came into existence they were little more than 
tribal chiefs 

... in times long passed away, 

VVlien men might cross a kingdom in a day, 

And kings remembered they should one day die, 

And all folk dwelt in great simplicity. 

We read of seven kings who went up to do battle against 
Taikkala (Ayetthima in Thaton district) ; but as their realms 
were all pressed in between the mouths of the Salween and 
Sittang rivers, each kingdom must have been no larger than a 
township.*^ 

Indeed there can hardly have been political units of any 
size before writing came into use.^ Although it was not un- 
known before A.D. 500, no inscriptions of earlier date have yet 
been found. It was brought, probably about A.D. 300, from 
South India to the Pyus first of all, as part of the great Hindu 
expansion overseas; the earliest Pyu inscription contains 
Kadamba letters which were in use at that date near Goa on 
the Bombay coast. Hindus had come long before but it was 
not till this time that their cultural influence took root ; they 
brought writing, customary law, and other elements of civil isa- 

^ Forckammer “ Jardine Prize,** Clayton^ Hertz, Furnivall “ Myingyan 
Settlement,” his “ Syriani Gazetteer,*’ and his “ Land as Free Gift of Nature ” in 
Economic Journal 1909. As late as 1794, out of 8500 parishes in England 4500 
w'ere farmed on the common field system. 

* I A 1S93 Sind 1894 Taw Sein Ko “ Kalyani inscriptions.” 

’ See note ” Inscriptions the Touchstone ** p. 307. 



KUN ATHA 


5 


tion.^ They founded kingdoms in Java and Sumatra, and 
dotted the coast from Bengal to Borneo and Tonkin with little 
trading principalities such as Prome, Rangoon, and Thaton. 
Their coming was generally peaceful, for if they came as in- 
dividual traders they would be welcomed ; and if they came 
in numbers to set up independent communities, there was 
usually room in so thinly populated a land. But as time went 
on there was less room, at any rate in the places most worth 
having ; and a few traditions such as the following suggest 
that at times there was petty fighting : — 

THK STORY OF TIIK TALAINC; HERO KUN ATHA. 

Thamala king of Pegu [a.d. 825-37] made bis younger brother 
successor to the throne and, promising to welcome him on his return; 
sent him to learn wisdom from a famous teacher at Taxi la. Now on 
the border between the realms of Pegu and Thaton there dwelt an 
aged Karen couple working their fields, and they had a daughter 
and Thamala the king made her his chief queen. And the months 
and the years went by, and she conceived in her womb, and the king 
forgot his brother Wimala. 

Now Wimala, having learned wisdom, bade farewell to his teacher, 
and returned home. Put because his brother the king forgot his 
promise and welcomed him not, forthwith in anger he slew his brother 
the king. And inasmuch at that very time the queen gave birth to 
her son, he ordered that the new-born babe also be slain. Put the 
tjucen, with grief in her heart, hid the babe outside the town near a 
pasture where buffiiloes graze ; and the nat fairies guarded him, and 
day by day he grew in wisdom and strength. 

When he was sixteen years old, Hindu strangers came to the land. 
*rhey were angered because the Talaings had driven tliem out, and 
they came back saying ‘‘We will fight and regain Hanthawaddy.” 
Led by Lamba, a giant seven cubits high, they came in their ships 
and surrounded Pegu town and sent a letter to Wimala the king. 
And when he had the letter, Wimala the king sent out messengers to 
seek a champion ; but though the messengers searched, they found 
no champion. 

Now at that time a certain hunter went hunting in the forest, and 
he came to where the wild buffaloes graze, and Jo ! among the buf- 
faloes there stood a valiant youth. And the hunter returned home, 
and he told his wife, and she said “ Husband, if this be true, tell it to 
the king, and he will reward thee.” And the hunter told the king, 
and Wimala the king sent ministers to fetch the youth. And when 
they brought him, at once Wimala the king knew him for his nephew', 

^ See also lA 1891 Temple “ Burmese Arithmetic,” t8S6 Phayre “ Notes on 
Early History of Pegu,” 1897-8 Temple “Currency and Coinage among the 
Purnicsc,” Tlobson-yobsan s.v. “ Viss.” 
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and he ennobled him and called his name Atha-kumma, because he 
should conquer his enemies. Then Wimala confessed his sin, and in 
that moment Atha-kuinma plighted his troth to fight the Hindu 
strangers. But first he waited seven days, and sought the buffalo who 
was his foster-mother to ask her leave, and she gave him leave and 
shewed him how to fight and conquer. Then he returned to Pegu 
town and did battle there,* and speared the Hindu giant in the side, 
and took prisoner seven ships and three thousand five hundred Hindu 
strangers. He built Kyaikatha [the pagoda of Atlm, in Thaton dis- 
trict]. And Wimala the king made him successor to the throne. 
{Nanda-ikara . ) 

The Burmese are a Mongolian race, yet their traditions, in- 
stead of harking back to China, refer to India. Their 
chronicle*-' read as if they were descended from Buddha’s 
clansmen and lived in Upper India. Even their folk-lore is 
largely Hindu. Most of their towns have two names, one 
vernacular, the other clas.sical Indian,- just as the Latin Church 
made it the fashion for every city in Europe to have a Roman 
name whether the Romans had been there or not. A few 
of these clas.sical names are due to actual immigration from 
the original namesake in India; thus Ussa, the old name for 
Pegu, is the same word as Orissa, and Pegu was colonised 
from Orissa. The surviving traditions of the Burmese are 
Indian because their own Mongolian traditions died out. The 
only classes who could read and write and keep traditions 
alive were their ruling class, the Indian immigrants. 

In Upper Burma these immigrants came overland through 
Assam ; in Lower Burma they came by sea from Madras. 
In some localities, such as Thaton, Prome, Pegu, Rangoon, 
and in many a town in Arakan, Indian immigrants doubtless 
formed a large proportion of the population ; indeed the 
name “ Talaing ” is probably derived from Telingana, a region 
on the Madras coast whence so many of them carne.^ Like 

^ Tradition points to a stone pillar near a monastery at Hinthakan, half a 
mile north-east of the Shwemawdaw pagoda, as commemorating the site. See 
p. IT3. 

The name of the Irrawaddy (Sansk. Iravati = “ giver of refreshment *’) 
happens to be also the ancient name of the river Ravi in the Panjab. Sec 
RSASB 1915 31 and 1917 26, 35. 

'* This derivation of Phayre’s is still the best- See JJallidayt Hobson-^ohson 
S.V. “Talaing,*’ yBRS 1914 Blagden “Talaing.” The :etiological tale that 
Alaungpaya christened the people Talaing meaning “ downtrodden ” is disproved 
by the occurrence of the name Talaing in Burmese inscriptions as early as H07 
{Insfriptions 1913 18). 
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good Hindus, they built little shrines ; and it is probably 
these shrines that form the original strata of such pagodas as 
the Shwemawdaw at Pegu, the Shwedagon at Rangoon, and 
the Shwezayan at Thaton, all of which may well date back, 
in some shape or another, to before the Christian era. They 
brought their clergy with them, just as chetties and European 
merchants do now in Rangoon, and with as little result on the 
people at large. As a rule their religion was a domestic 
matter, but in the course of centuries they became so numerous 
as to effect peaceful penetration. Moreover, their Hinduism 
begun to include Buddhist elements after 261 n.C. when 
Asoka conquered the Kalinga and introduced Buddhism into 
South India. Its spread there doubtless took some time — the 
absorption of a religion is a slow process — and its spread to 
Lower Burma probably took longer still. What must have 
been a decisive factor was the rise, in the fifth century after 
Christ, of a great Hinayana centre at Conjeveram in Madras 
under the commentator Dhammapala; ancient Talaing writings 
frequently mention Dhammapala and Conjeveram, and the 
earliest Talaing inscription is in the Pallava alphabet used 
there in his time. 

The faith existed side by side with Brahmanism. What 
the excavator * finds in Burma is often Hindu rather tlian 
Buddhist. In some sculptures Buddha appears as an incarna- 
tion of Vishnu. The legend of Duttapaung,- the Pyu chief, 
is tinged with Sivaism, for he is described as having three 
eyes; and what look like phallic emblems have been found at 
Pegu. 

Doubtless these changes affected for the most part only 
the towns, the trade centres, and the rulers who, if not 
foreigners, intermarried with foreigners. The bulk of the 
people outside went on in their old quiet way worshipping 
stocks and stones — the usual animism and spirit worship of 
simple races. Religious strife is scarcely mentioned ; but 
that there were occasional struggles between Hinduism and 
Buddhism is indicated by traditions such as 

’ See note “ Ancient Sites ” p. 309. 

^ lA 1893 Taw Sein Ko “ Folk-Iote in Burma — the three- eyed king.” 
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THE STORY OF THE TALAING HEROINE BHADRADEVI (TALAHTAW). 

Tissa[A.D. 1043-57] was a heretic king [of Pegu]. He . . . made 
no obeisance to Buddha, to the Law he hearkened not, he honoured 
the Brahmans. He threw down the images of Buddha, he cast them 
away into ditches and marshes. 

Now there was a certain merchant’s daughter who clung to true 
religion. Bhadradevi was this maiden’s name. From her tenth 
year up she went out to listen with her parents and she hearkened con- 
tinually to the Law. She had exceeding r ^at joy in the Three 
Gems. Daily she said the Three Names of ^efuge with care. And 
it came to pass that the time when she wa . jii her first youth was the 
time when the king cast down the image of Buddha. At that time 
the maiden went down to bathe, and by chance she thrust her hand 
against an image of Buddha. And sh» Irew' it up, and it glistened 
with gold. She asked “Who has ca .sed this image to be cast 
away ? ” And the old slavewomen made answer “ Lady, this king 
follows the word of false teachers. Verily it is the king who has 
caused this image of Buddha to be cast away. Whoever greets, 
honours, or bows before Buddha at the pagodas, him the king causes 
to be slain and to be brought to naught.” Thus said the slave- 
women. When the maiden had heard their words, she spake on this 
wi.se “ 1 obey the Three Gems. I can endure death. First wash the 
image clean, then set it up at a pagoda.” .She herself and the slave- 
women washed it and set it up ;it a pagoda. . . . Now as she was 
setting up the image, these things were told to the king. And he 
sent runners to call her. T’he maiden, that ring ador.:cd with gems 
beyond price, spoke to the king’s runners saying “ Let me abide here 
before the image.” And she made haste to wash every image of 
Buddha as many as were there, and to set them up, every one. And 
after a time the king sent more runners. When the maiden came 
before the king, she spake unto him. But lie listened with anger, 
and spake in this wise “Take her to the elephants that they may 
trample her to death.” Then the maiden caused gentleness to soften 
the king and the elephants and the elephant -men, and continually 
she said the “ 1 take refuge in the Lord ” and she called on the Three 
Names of Refuge. And the elephant dared not tread on her, but 
he roared with his voice, neither could the elephant-men make him 
run at her. Many times they brought other elephants, but no 
elephant dared tread on her. So men told the king in fear. When 
the king heard these things, he spake in this wise “ Cover her with 
straw for the funeral pyre.” But the maiden caused gentleness to 
work again, and she called on the Three Names of Refuge. Men 
stirred themselves to bum her, yet she burned not. So they told the 
king in fear. Thus spake the king “ liring her here.” They brought 
her to the king, and he said “ O maiden ! When I see the image 
of Buddha thy teacher fly up into heaven, then mayest thou live, 
lint if from the image of thy teacher there fly not up seven images, 
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eight images, 1 will have thee cut into seven pieces.” And he had 
her led to the foot of the ditch . . . and she prayed on this wise 
“ O image of the Lord of Bliss ! I thy handmaiden set up thy 
images. Buddha is lord everywhere, his Law is lord everywhere, 
his Church is lord everywhere. As Buddha, his Law, his Church are 
everywhere lord, so may eight images of Buddha fly up into heaven 
at the king*s hall ! ” And in the twinkling of an eye there flew eight 
images up into heaven , . . towards the king’s hall. And the 
maiden returned and pointed them out to the king. With many 
men he saw them, it was a wonder far and wide. Then said 
the maiden “ O earthly king ! Buddha my teacher is gone to 
Nirvana. Thou hast been able to see only his images fly up into 
heaven in his stead. Thou hast followed hilse teachers and called 
them better. Let thy handmaiden see them fly up.” Then the king 
commanded them to fly. But the false teachers could not fly. And 
the king drave them away . . . and he caused the maiden to bathe 
and he raised her to be his chief queen . . . and he returned thanks 
and followed true religion ever after. {Schmidt.') 

Civilising influences were strongest round the coast and in the 
Delta. Upper Burma lay inaccessible ; true, it was nearer to 
China, which from the second century before Christ used 
trade routes through Burma, ^ but China's interest .seems to 
have been limited to these routes, for traces of any influence 
of hers are hard to find (p. 73). Tagaung in Mogok sub- 
division received civilisation from Upper India, but not till 
some time later than the Talaings, judging from the fact that 
the earliest writing so far found there is in North Indian script 
of the tenth century.- Again, in the seventh century a Talaing 
princess married a Tibetan king. But though instances such 
as these show that the tedious overland route was in use, 
it was round the sea-coast that development centred, and 
especially in the south where the river mouths brought down 
the produce of the interior. Roman shipmasters,^ trading in 
Ceylon and Madras, heard of Sohanas River (Irrawaddy, 
Salween, cf. Suvannabhumi), and Golden Land (the Delta, 
Malaya and Sumatra).^ Ptolemy, the Greek geographer, writing 

* Two were along the Irrawaddy and Salween rivers ; the third, down the 
Chindwin river and through Manipur, t(K>k the caravans a three months’ journey to 
Afghanistan where the silks of China were exchanged for the gold of Kurope 
(BEFEO 1904 Pelliot “ Deux itin<^raires ” and HunUr I. i). 

^Sec note “ Fiihrer’s Inscription ’* p. 310. 

®See note “ Eastern Shipping ** p. 310. 

* Sec note “ Golden Land ” p. 310. 
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in A.D. 140 even mentions a Tugma Metropolis, in a spot 
curiously like Upper Burma, as if it were Tagaung. But it is 
to Prome that the Chinese pilgrims chiefly refer when, in their 
travels, they speak from hearsay of Burma ; and to the Arabs, 
whose shipping predominated In the eastern seas from the 
eighth to the sixteenth century, Burma was Arakan and 
Lower Burma : — 

They say that the king of Rahma [Lower Burma] has fifty 
thousand elephants. His country produces cloth made of velvety 
cotton, and aloe wood of the sort called hindi. (Ibn Khordadzbeh, 
years 844-8, Persian traveller from Basra, in FerramL) 

The king of Rahma enjoys no great repute . . . His troops are 
more ,n uni eroiis than those of Ballahra, Gudjra and Tekin. They 
say that when he marches to battle he is accoinpanied by about fifty 
thousand elephants. He campaigns only in winter ; indeed bis 
elephants cannot stand thirst and $0 they can go forth only in winter. 
They say that in his army the washermen amount to between 
ten and fifteen thousand. In his states are found cloths not found 
elsewhere ; a dress made of sucli cloth is so fine and light that it 
can pass through a signet ring. It is of cotton. Wc have seen a 
sample. For barter the people use cowries, which form their currency. 
But gold, silver, aloes are also found, and a stuff called camara [yak 
hair] whereof flyfiaps are made. The same country produces . . . 
the rhinoceros, an animal which has on his forehead a single horn^ 
and in this horn is a human figure. . . . We have eaten the flesh. 
He is numerous and lives in the woods, lie is found in other parts 
of Ind, but here the horn is more beautiful, often containing the 
imago of a man, fjeacock, fish or anything else. The Chinese make 
girdles of this horn and pay high prices among themselves, up to 
three or four thousand dinar and even more according to the figure^s 
beauty. These horns are bought with cowTies. (Sulayman, year 
851, traveller from the Persian Gulf, ibid.) 

In Ind lies a realm called Rahma, bordering on the sea. Its 
ruler is a woman. It is ravaged by the plague, and any man who 
comes from elsewhere in Ind and enters the country, dies there. 
Yet many tome by reason of the great profits to be made. (Ibn al 
Fakih, Persian traveller, year 902, ibid.) 

The above exports, to which ivory must doubtless be added, 
contrast curiously with the rice, tcak,^ and oil by which Burma 
is known to-day. But the scanty poptdations of the ancient 
world were self-sufficing and had no need to import rice; their 
consumption of oil was small, for it was not used industrially 
till after the development of power-plant in the eighteenth 


See note ** Teak ” p. 311. 
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century; their own forests had not yet been cleared, and 
sufficed for housing and shipbuilding. Power transport did 
not exist until the nineteenth century ; consequently articles of 
heavy bulk could not be exported, and commerce was confined 
to luxury articles such as precious metals, jewels, ivory, pepper, 
silk and aromatic woods. As the above extracts show, few of 
these were found in Burma, and traders therefore ranked her 
below many other parts of Asia. Indeed most of the country 
was uncleared jungle. What is now the fertile Delta had not 
yet silted up ; it lay beneath the tides, and the higher land 
was an archipelago of tree-clad islets. Thaton w’as on the 
coast, and the earliest traditions refer to Pegu town as an 
island in a shallow sea.^ 

The imports included piece goods from the Chola kingdom 
in Madras and Buddhist images from Upper India. Possibly 
there was a regular manufacture of such images for the Burma 
market long after Buddhism had died out in Upper India — 

In Benares land there was an ancient pagoda on the top of 
the river Ganges* bank. When the bank washed away, men picked 
up the relics and holy images that had been enshrined there, 
and gave them to their children to play, for there was no longer any- 
one to worship them. Now Nga Dula a ship’s captain saw this, and 
he thought ** The folk of the east country deem these images divine 
and worship them. I shall get gain if I sell them to the folk of the 
east country.” So he bought them for a fitting price and came with 
them to the landing stage of Pegu. . . . Men told king Tissa [1043- 
57] . . . and he rewarded Nga Dula richly and ennobled him. 
( Shwetnawdaw T hamaing 8 1 ,) 

Probably every town of any size went its own way, receiving 
propitiatory homage from the surrounding villages and yielding 
it to some larger town whose chief happened to be masterful. 
The races inhabiting them were those which we see to-day 
and probably their appearance was much the same save that 
intermarriage had not yet produced the present uniformity 
of type. Perhaps the most interesting are the Pyu, now 
extinct.^ Their language still existed in the thirteenth cen- 
tury ; up to that time the Arakanese, and the Chinese till the 
tenth century, knew the people of Burma as the Pyu. The 
Chinese describe Burma in the ninth century as containing 

^See note “ The Ancient Coastline” p. 311. 

*See note " Pyu Physiognomy ” p. 312. 
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eighteen states and nine walled towns all of which were 
dependent on the Pyu. Their chief town was Prome but 
traditions of them survive as far north as the Kabaw valley. 
Their elimination, leaving so few traces, renders it unlikely 
that they had a very noticeable civilisation but doubtless 
it was equal to any other in Burma at the time. They 
burned their distinguished dead and buried the ashes in large 
urns. The writing on these urns indicates the existence, at 
Prome in the eighth century, of a dynasty named Vikrama 
who may well have been rajas of Indian or half Indian blood. 
Prome was overthrown, probably not long after A.D. 800, 
by internal dissensions among the tribes. The chief town in 
Burma, it was a port not far from the sea which in those days 
came farther north. Its pagodas, such as the Bawbawgyi, 
Payama and Payagyi, are of a curious type not found elsewhere. 
It is the most extensive site in Burma, larger than any city 
the Burmese ever built, possibly because the whole population 
dwelt inside the wall. The remains of this massive wall at 
Hmawza show that, where seven or eight villages now stand 
amid brushwood and rice-swamp, there was once a great and 
powerful city. 

When the P^tao king goes out in his palanquin, he lies on a couch of 
'^olden cord. For long distances he rides an elephant. He has 
■'dred women to wait on him. The wall of his city, built of 
greenish ^.azed tiles, is 160 round, with twelve gates and with 
pagodas at each of the four comers. The people live inside. Their 
house tiles are of lead and zinc, and they use the wood of the 
nephelium litchi \kyetmauk'\ as timber. They dislike taking life. 
They greet each other by clasping the arm with the hand. They know 
how to make astronomical calculations. They are Buddhists and have 
a hundred monasteries, with bricks of glass ware ‘ embellished with 
t^old and silver vermilion, gay colours and red kino. The floor is 
painted and is covered with ornamented carpets. The king's residence 
is in like style. At seven years of age, the people cut their hair and 
enter a monastery ; if at the age of twenty they have not grasped the 

’ The present li of 631 yards would make this 58 miles, but the It has varied 
greatly. The distance round the wall is actually 8^ miles, twice as much as 
Mandalay. Mr Taw Sein Ko at RSASB igo8 13 says, “ The ruins consisting of 
earthen ramparts, walled enclosures, burial grounds, bkone sculptures, and pagodas 
in all stages of decay, are found scattered within, roughly speaking, an area of 
^oo square miles, that is to say, within a distance of about 10 miles in the direction of 
the cardinal points from the Railway Station as the centre.” But 10 miles to the 
east is across an old river bed (probably the old Irrawaddy), 10 miles to the west 
is across the Irrawaddy, the walls are quite clearly delink, and the area is 5*52 
square miles. 
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doctrine, they return to lay estate. For clothes they use skirts made 
of cotton, for they hold that silk should not be worn as it involves the 
taking of life. On the head they wear gold-flowered hats with a blue 
net or bag set in pearls. In the king’s palace are two bells, one of 
gold, the other of silver ; when an enemy comes, they beat these bells, 
and burn incense to divine whether their fortune is good or evil. 
There is a huge white elephant-image a hundred feet high ; litigants 
burn incense and kneel before the elephant, reflecting within them- 
selves whether they be right or wrong, and then they retire. 
When there is any disaster or plague, the king kneels down before the 
elephant and blames himself. 

They have no fetters. Criminals are flogged on the back with five 
bamboos bound together, receiving five blows for heavy, and three for 
light offences. Murder is punished with death. The land is suited 
to pulse, rice, and the millet-like grains. Sugar-cane grows as thick 
as a man’s leg. There is no hemp or wheat. Gold and silver are 
used as money,' the shape of which is crescent-like ; it is called teng- 
ch‘ich-t‘o [dingadaw] and tsu-tan-t‘o [sudandaw]. Having no grease 
for oil, they use wax and various scents for lighting. In trading with 
the neighbouring states they use porpoise [? skin], cotton, and rock- 
crystal and earthenware jars as barter. The women knot their hair on 
top of their heads and ornament it with strings of pearls ; they wear a 
natural-tinted skirt and throw pieces of delicate silk over themselves ; 
when walking they hold a fan, and the wives of great personages have 
four or five attendants at each side carrying fans. (Chronicles of the 
T‘ang dynasty of China A.D. 618-905, chapter on “Southern Bar- 
barians,” at Parker “ Burma, relations to China ” 13 slightly amended.) 

The eighteen chieftainships mentioned by the Chinese were 
probably in Central Burma and the Delta. In the third 
century the Khmer kingdom of Funan“ held most of Indo- 
China outside Burma and included the present Tenasserim 
division among its feudatories. As for the north of Burma, 
the tribes there were dependent on Nanchao (Yunnan). The 
people of Nanchao, probably Shans, combined, in the middle 
of the eighth century, into a considerable state which defeated 
Chinese attempts at conquest until 1253. About 754 the 
Nanchao chief conquered the tribes of the upper Irrawaddy. 
In 800-2 two deputations of P‘iao (Pyu), the latter of which 
was headed by their chief's son Shunant‘o (?? Shwenandaw), 
accompanied a Nanchao mission to the cq»urt of China at 
Hsi-an-fu ; there the Pyu retinue sang songs containing Sanskrit 

^ Until 1861 the Burmese had no coined money, see lA 1897-8 Temple ** Cur- 
rency and Coinage among the Burmese.** 

Ay monier. 
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words and went through spelling dances, lining up in a pattern 
which read ‘‘Nanchao sends Holy Music''; the Emperor was 
quite amused and he bestowed minor honorary offices at court 
on Shunarit‘o and his father. But the secretary who drew up 
the patents gave vent to his private feelings in the following 

POEM BY PO CHij-I THE IMPERIAL SECRETARY ON THE OCCASION OF 
A BURMESE PWE AT THE CHINESE COURT A.D. 8o2. 

Music from the land of P‘iao, music from the land of P‘iao I 
Brought hither from the great ocean’s south-west corner 
Yung Ch‘iang’s son Shunant‘o 

Has come with an offering of southern tunes to fete the New Year. 
Our Emperor has taken his seat in the courtyard of the Palace. 

He does not press his cap strings to his ears, he is listening to you 1 
At the first blast of the jewelled shell their matted locks grow crisp. 

At one blow from the copper gong their painted limbs leap. 

Pearl streams glitter as they twist, as though the stars were shaken in 
the sky, 

Flowery crowns nod and whirl, with the motion of dragon or snake. 
When the dance was ended the king’s son addressed our holy Monarch : 
“ My father desires to be your servant, beyond the realms of T‘ang.” 
From left and right a shout of joy bursts from all the court : 

“ How far is spread the virtuous name of our All-highest Lord !” 

A moment later the whole Cabinet w^as assembled in the Chamber of 
State. 

Here it submitted documents to the Throne, counselling the Sovran 
Lord 

That such an occasion as an Emperor watching the Pfiao presenting 
new tunes 

Ought to be recorded in the state annals, to be handed down to future 
generations. 

At that time there was an old fanner who hoed the earth and sang. 
Secretly he sounded his Prince’s heart, speaking quietly to himself : 

They say that you intend to exercise a wise and enlightened rule, 
That you wish to move men’s hearts towards bringing about complete 
peace. 

Moving hearts is done from within, it cannot be done from without 
Complete peace comes from realities, not from mere names. 

If the state be regarded as a human body, the state may be well ruled. 
The Emperor is that body’s mind, the people are its limbs. 

If the limbs are ailing, the mind also will be ill at ease. 

If the people are at peace, the Emperor wil* be happy. 

But the people of this era ChSng Yiian are far from enjoying peace. 
Although he listen to P‘iao music, surely the Emperor must be sad ? 
flearken, Lord I If the people of Ch^ng Yiian were healed, 

Even if no music came from P‘iao, the Emperor would be hailed as 
a saint.” 
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Music of P‘iao, in vain you raise your din. 

Better were it that my Lord should listen to that peasant’s humble 
words. 

(Translation, sent me by Mr Arthur Waley, from Po Chii-i’s works, 
British Museum Chinese supplementary catalogue I53i5.d.2, the 
Japanese edition printed in 1618.) 

In 808-9 the Nanchao chief styled himself P‘iaohsin (Pyushin), 
“ Lord of the Pyu.” He cannot hiave had any authority over 
Prome, but he overshadowed Upper Burma to the extent that 
whenever he wanted slaves he could make a foray and carry 
off people, as in 832 when he deported 3,000 Pyu people to 
populate Yunnan Fu ; and they took care to placate him, as 
in 858 when they presented him with a gold Buddha in 
gratitude for having helped them against raiders. Upper 
Burma tribes such as the Kachins seem to have furnished 
levies for his great attack on Hanoi in 863. Several northern 
towns have Shan names — Tagaung is Takawng “Drum 
Ferry,” Mogaung is Mongkawng “Drum Town.” Pyusawti, 
the title of a traditional chief at Pagan, is Shan Chinese, and 
his five successors bear names formed in the same way as those 
of the Meng dynasty 649-902 of Nanchao,^ Probably Upper 
Burma was half Shan by race and under Nanchao influence. 
Such influence was non-cultural, for Nanchao was not a civil- 
ising centre, and her existence as a barrier state furnishes a 
reason, in addition to China’s remoteness, for the absence of 
Chinese influence on Burma during these formative centuries. 

After the fall of Prome (p. 12) its people migrated to Pagan, 
merged with the local tribes, and thereafter were known as 
the Burmese. A cluster of nineteen villages,*^ Pagan developed 
into a town which became the capital of all Burma from the 
eleventh to the thirteenth century. The situation is good, 
near the confluence of the Chindwin and Irrawaddy rivers, and 
it was probably here that a trade route from the Shan states 
joined one from Yunnan on their way to Assam ; yet so arid 
a spot seems singularly unsuited for a capital, and to-day the 
soil could not feed the population of any considerable city. 
But riverine islands doubtless yielded fertile crops and there 
are reasons for believing the climate of the Upper Burma dry 

' See note “ Nanchao ” p. 312. 

*yBRS 19x1 Fumivall “Foundation of Pagan.” 
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zone to have been humid and fertile.^ It is difficult otherwise 
to account for the presence of forests which must have 
existed to provide fuel for the countless millions of pagoda 
bricks, for the tradition of the Myingyan folk that in past 
times they grew their own rice, and for medijEval inscriptions 
dedicating extensive rice fields in land at Pagan where now no 
rice could grow (p. 78). 

To an early chief at Pagan, Popa Sawrahan 613-40, is 
attributed the introduction of the present Burmese era (Kac- 
chapancha), starting in March 638. Siam uses it under 
the name Chulasakaraj. Doubtless it was drawn up by 
Hindu astrologers at one of the courts in Burma.‘^ Popa 
Sawrahan’s name suggests wizards and primitive beliefs at 
the volcanic peak of Popa, and perhaps it was about this time 
that the noble Mahagiri myth took its present shape — 

This is the story of Mahagiri, brother and sister. Nga Tin De, son 
of Nga Tin Daw blacksmith of Tagaung, was famous for his vast 
strength. It is said that once he wrenched even the tusk of a grown 
male elephant. When the Tagaung king heard of it he commanded 
his ministers saying “ 'I*his man will rob my prosperity. Seize and 
do away with him ! ” So Nga 'Fin De fearing to lose his life ran away 
a far journey and lived in a deep jungle. And the king was afnaid ; 
so he took the young sister of Nga Tin De and raised her to 1^ 
queen. Long after, the king said to the queen “Thy brother is a 
mighty man. Send for him straightway, and I will make him governor 
of a town.” And Nga Tin De came, thinking “He hath raised my 
sister to be queen, and now he sendeth for me desiring me to enter 
his service.” But the king had him seized by guile and bound to a 
sai^a tree {J\IicheUa Chanipaca\ and he made a great pile of wood 
and charcoal and caused the bellow^s to be blown. And the queen 
descended into the fire saying “ Because of me, alas, my brother has 
died ! ” Men say that the king clutched her by her hair, but rescued 
only her head and face, for her body was burnt. After their death 
brother and sister became spirit brother and sister and dwelt in the 
saga tree. Any man horse buftalo or cow who entered so much as 
the shade of that saga tree, died. And w'hen this verily befell, they 
dug up the saga tree from the root and floated it in the river Irra- 
waddy. Thus it reached Pagan ; and they carved images of tlie 
spirit brother and sister and kept them on Popa Hill. And king, 
ministers and people visited them once a year. {Hmannan I. 211.) 


* Carey lo, ySRS 1913 Mackenzie “ Climate in Burmese History.” Yet the 
Talaing inscriptions of Kyanzitlha ioS4-77call Pagan TattadesUt “ torrid country.” 

^JBRS ryra May Oung ** Burmese Era.” 
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They became the mightiest of nat spirits next to Thagyamin 
himself. Throughout Burmese history their seat on Popa 
was a delphic oracle, kings making pilgrimage there and sub- 
mitting to them in matters of conscience. 

Pagan was a backward hinterland compared with Prome or 
Thaton. Still, northern Indian influences not only came along 
the coast, leaving the Mahamuni^ shrine in Akyab district, 
but also penetrated overland through Assam to Pagan, bring- 
ing, in the fifth century, Mahayanism and architecture of which 
the surviving witness is the lower structure of the Kyaukku 
Onhmin near Pagan.” To stand in this ancient refuge, looking 
up at the great stone vault, is to regret the supersession of 
north Indian influence, with its stonework and orderliness, by 
the Talaing brick and shoddy which swamped Burma after 
the eleventh century. 

The Mahayanism thus introduced was of a low type ; 
indeed Burmese chroniclers will not face the fact that it is 
Buddhism at all, and pass on with a few shocked references to 
“infidels.” But the teaching of the Ari“ priesthood, who held 
sway for many generations down to the eleventh century in 
Upper Burma, is distinctly recognisable as one of the develop- 
ments of Tibetan Buddhism. They centred at Thamahti 
village a few miles south-east of Pagan and they fostered a 
naga snake cult in which a Buddha and his sakti wives figure. 
They were bearded, grew hair four fingers long, wore robes 
dyed blue-black in indigo, practised boxing, rode horses, went 
into battle, and drank intoxicants (p. 314). 

Now the farmer [Nyaung-u Saw-rahan 931-64] became king and 
was great in glory and power. At his cucumber-plantation he made 
a large and pleasant garden, and he wrought and kept a great image 
of Naga Dragon. He thought it good thus to make and worship the 
image of Naga because Naga was nobler than men and his power 
greater. Moreover he consulted the heretical Shin Ari regarding the 
Zigon pagodas in the kingdom of Yathepyi [Prome] and Thaton, and 
he built five pagodas- Pahio-gyi, Pahto-nge, Pahto-thamya, Thinlin- 
pahto, Seitti-pahto. In them he set up what were neither spirit images 
nor images of the Lord, and worshipped them with offerings of rice, 
curry and fermented drinks, night and morning. . . . The teaching 
of the Ari lords at Thamahti was in general adopted, and in the reign. 


^ See note “ Mahamuni ” p. 313. 

^Forchatnmer “ Report on the Kyaukku temple. 
® See note “ Ari " p. 313. 
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of king Saw-rahan the king and the whole country held that teaching. 

. . . The Ari lords, in order that the people might believe their doc- 
trine, made manuscripts to suit their purpose and placed them inside 
a iha-hkut tree [Dolichandrone Rhcedii^ SeeM.]j and when the tree 
became covered with scales and bark, they sought and seduced fit in- 
terpreters of dreams and made them read and publish the manuscripts 
found in the tree, so that the king and all the people misbelieved. . . . 
Now the kings of Pagan for many generations had been confinned in 
false opinion.s, following the doctrine of the thirty Ari lords and their 
sixty thousand pupils who practised piety in Thamahli. It was the 
hishion of these Ari monks to reject the Law preached by the Lord 
and to form each severally their own opinions. They wrote books 
after their own heart and beguiled others into the snare. According 
to the law they preached, a man might take the life of another and 
evade the course of karma if he recited the formula of deprecation ; 
nay, he might even kill his mother and his father and evade the course 
of karma if he recited the formula of deprecation. Such false and 
lawless doctrine they preached as true doctrine. Moreover kings and 
minister.*^, great and small, rich men and common people, whenever 
they celebrated the marriage of their children, had to send them to 
these teachers at nightfall, sending, as it was called, the flower of their 
virginity. Nor could they be married till they were set free early in 
the morning. If they were married without sending to the teachers 
the flower of their virginity, it is said that lliey were heavily pmnished 
by the king for breaking the custom. This sending of the flower of 
virginity meant an act of woiship. {Ffmannan I. 327, 204, 241.) 

They did nothing for the people. They had pretensions to 
clerkly lore, with books of magic and a Mahayana canon in 
Sanskrit ; ‘ bwt they treated writing as a secret art with which 
to fake tree oracles. Pagan first became of importance in 849 
when the chief, Pyinbya, enclosed it in a wall the remains of 
which still exist in the Sarabha Gate. The simplicity of the 
little state may be imagined from the manner in which Nyaung-u 
Sawrahaii 931-^4 came to succeed Theinhko — 

This was the manner of king Theinhko’s death. He rode abroad 
for sport in the forest, and being hungry he plucked and ate a cucum- 
ber in a farmer’s field. And because he plucked it without telling him, 
the farmer struck him with the handle of a .spade that he died. . . . 
Theinhko’s horsebreaker came up and said “ Ho, farmer, why strikest 
thou my lord?” He answered “Thy king hath pflurked and eaten 
my cucunibcr. Did I not well to strike him ? ” And the horsebreaker 
spake wheedling words saying “ Farmer, he who slayelh a king be- 
coineth a king.” liut the farmer said “ I will not be king. Have not 
my cucumbers grown in my garden like pups sucking milk ?” Then 

^ Epiprraphia liirmanira 1. i. 7. 
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spake the horsebreaker with wheedling words “ Farmer, not only shalt 
thou have thy cucumbers, but also thou shalt flourish as a king. To 
be a king is exceeding glorious. Verily kings have fine raiment, vic- 
tuals in abundance, gold, silver, elephants and horses, buffaloes, oxen, 
goats, pigs, paddy and rice ! ” So at last the hinner consented and 
followed him. And the horsebreaker, letting no man know, brought 
the farmer within the palace and told the queen all, and she praised 
him for his wisdom. And the queen, fearing lest the country and 
villages be cast into turmoil, let none come in or go out, saying “The 
king’s body is not whole.” And she instructed the farmer and made 
him bathe in warm water and cold, and rub himself with bath powders 
to remove all dirt and disease. . . . And on the day before the seventh 
day she sent causing a brazen gong to sound throughout the kingdom 
saying “To-morrow the king walks abroad. Enter, all ministers both 
high and low. Let none be absent.” So at dawn all ministers and 
captains went up to the palace. And when they were met, the door 
of the throne was suddenly opened, and the ministers and the followers 
raised hands and did obeisance. {Hmannan 1 . 225, see note “Cu- 
cumber King” p. 315.) 

Nyaung-u Sawrahan was overthrown by a pretender Kunhsaw 
Kyaunghpyii who in his turn was overthrown by Nyaung-u 
Sawrahan\s two soils — they enticed him to a new monastery 
of theirs on the pretext of invoking hts blessing, and then 
forced him to take the robe. He lived in the monastery with 
his wife and their son Anawrahta. Of the usurping brothers, 
Kyiso^ was accidentally killed with an arrow while hunting 
thamin stag in his favourite haunt, Bangyi in Monyua district ; 
Anawrahta raised a following at Popa Hill, challenged the 
surviving brother Sokka-te to single combat, slew him at 
Myinkaba near Pagan, and seized the throne in 1044. Bur- 
mese history now begins to be less conjectural. 

^ A mighty hunter, he became the Yomashin Mingauiig Nat spirit, Temple 50. 
Kunhsaw Kyaunghpyii became the Htihpyusaung Nat, I A igoO Temple ‘ A native 
account of the Thirty-Seven Nat.s ” 225. 
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CHAPTER II 


THE KINGDOM OF PAGAN OR THE DYNASTY OF THE 
TEMPLE BUILDERS 1044-1287 

ANAWRAHTA 1044-77. His first act was to offer the 
throne to his father and, when he refused it, to invest him 
with kingly state ; the old man lived as a royal monk for 
four more years, and his women waited on him in his 
monastery. Anawrahta's sleep was troubled for months with 
remorse at the slaying of his foster-brother, Sokka-te, until 
Thagyamin, the King of the Spirits, appeared to him in a 
dream saying “O king, if thou desirest to mitigate thine evil 
deed in sinning against thine elder brother, build many 
pagodas, caves, monasteries, and rest houses, and share the 
merit with thine elder brother. Devise thou many wells, 
ponds, dams and ditches, fields and canals, and share the 
merit with thine elder brother.’*^ 

Anawrahta already had a wife and their son was Sawlu. 
But now, being king, he desired greater state and sent a lord 
to search the world for a princess to be his bride. The lord 
found a fitting princess, Panchakalyani, at Vesali in the Indian 
land (p. 316). Her father consented and sent her away on a 
palanquin with eighty handmaidens. On the return journey 
the lord made love to her and then, to remove the witnesses 
of his guilt, scattered her retinue in remote villages. He 
waited discreetly until after her marriage with Anawrahta 
and then worked on his feelings by raising doubts as to 
whether she could be a genuine princess. Anawrahta saw in 
the unhappy girl's lack of retinue proof that she was spurious, 
and banished her to the quiet Sagaing countryside where, at 

^ Hmannaii 1 . 234. C1‘. Mass for the Dead, and the doctrine that any member 
of the Communion of Saints can pray that the merit of his good deeds may be 
transferred to any other member, drawing on the common Treasury of Merit. 
Another parallel — with this passage in an inscription at Pagan, year 1408 {Tun 
Nyein 34) “ Poison cannot be said to be very destructive to life, because it can kill 
only one ; but the poison of the monkhood can destroy all monks and laymen and 
send them to the avid hell compare Bcllarminc's justiheation of persecution 
(Dc Laicis III. xxi. 22) “ Heretics do more mischief than any pirate or brigand, 
because they slay souls.’" 
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Payeinma on the banks of the Chindwin river, she j^ave birth 
to a son, Kyanzittha. Scandal said that Kyanzittha's father 
was not the king but the lord who went to Vesali. He was 
brought up under a cloud, and indeed narrowly escaped death 
at the hands of the king who, hearing from soothsayers that 
a child was born who should become king, thrice ordered a 
massacre of children (p. 316): the first time of over seven 
thousand in the womb, the second time of over six thousand 
sucklings, the third time of five thousand children of the age of 
cowboys — hence the name Kyanzittha, “he who survived the 
search.** His youth was passed at a monastery, but Anawrahta, 
learning that he should be king only in the second genera- 
tion, relented and employed him as a soldier. 

Anawrahta*s principality was a small area which remained 
till the end the homeland of the kings, where their writ always 
ran. It was barely 200 miles from north to south and less 
than 80 from east to west, comprising roughly the present 
districts of Mandalay, Meiktila, Myingyan, Kyaukse, Yamethin, 
Magwe, Sagaing and Katha east of the Irrawaddy, and the 
riverine portions of Pakokku and Minbu. To the north 
Nanchao, to the east hills uninhabited save by a few Shans, 
to the south and west the Pyus, and ftirther south still the 
Talaings. 

Anawrahta graded every townlet and village according to 
the levy it could raise, and gathered round him a hand of 
chosen henchmen. Kyanzittha when he grew to manhood, 
with Nyaung-uhpi the great swimmer of Nyaung-u in Myin- 
gyan district, Nga Htwe Yu a toddy climber of Myinmu in 
Sagaing district, Nga Lon Letpe a ploughman near Popa Hill 
in Myingyan district — these were the paladins who rode at the 
head of his levies. Byatta the swift runner was a Mahomedan ^ 
shipwrecked at Thaton w’hosc chief Manuha oppressed him so 
that he fled to Pagan. Shwepyingyi and Shwepyinnge were 
the two warrior sons born of Byatta’s secret love in the 
forest at Popa Hill whither he ran daily on magic feet to 
gather fresh saga flowers for the court 

AnawTahta repaired Meiktila lake, and visited the eastern 
hills, where he founded the Bawrithat pagoda near Yawnghwe 

' !*erhap^; an Arab seaman. See note “ Byatta ” p. 317. 
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and received the homage of the nearer Shans. The wild 
scenery of the passes wrought on his feelings as he returned 
down the Panlaung river. He had seen Shan irrigation, and 
now as he stood on the summit of Pyetkaywe Hill (Kayut- 
taung), the sight of the waters swirling at the foot of the 
Shan hills, suggested a work of merit which would atone for 
the death of his foster-brother Sokka-te ; and he constructed 
the irrigation system which still enriches Kyaukse. When 
beginning the work, he dreamt ^ one night of three snakes. 
The southern snake he cut into four — signifying the four weirs 
and canals (Kinda, Ngalaingzin, Pyaungbya, Kume) which he 
built on the southern river, the Panlaung. The middle snake 
he cut into three — signifying the three weirs and canals 
(Nwadet, Kunhse, Nga Pyaung) which he built on the middle 
river, the Zawgyi. The northern snake eluded him without a 
wound — and all his efforts failed on the northern river, the 
Myitnge, which is still uncontrolled. 

The work, supervised by the king himself, lasted three 
years and there were many casualties from fever. When, accord - 
ing to custom, a human victim was about to be taken for each 
weir, one of Anawrahta’s queens, sister to a Shan chief, asked 
whether her death would not suffice for all. So she was slain, 
and became the guardian spirit of the weirs. Her brother, the 
chief of Myogyi (Baw in the Myclat), was summoned to do 
homage. Sooner than drag his people into war, he .set out 
for court ; but on the way, horror overcame him, and when he 
reached the whirlpool in the Zawgyi river, where it enters 
Burma, he threw himself in and was drowned. To-day you 
can see little images of the brother and sister in many a way- 
side shrine.- 

Anawrahta peopled the area with villages which, under 
royal officers, served the canals; known as Ledwin, “///t? rice 
country,*' it became the granary, the economic key of the 
north country. History shows that he who gained control of 
Kyaukse became king-maker in Upper Burma. 

Shin Arahan, son of a Thaton Brahman, came to Pagan in 

^ Ko llkayaing Thamaing. GUB II. i. 50.1 gives a variant. Sec note 
“ Burmese irrigation *’ p. 318. 

^ Grant Brown “ The Lady of the Weir” and his “ Pro- Buddhist religion of 
the Burmese.” GUB II. i 517 gives a variant. See note ** .Myosade ” p. 3'.;o. 
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1056. He was a Talaing monk of the Theravada school of 
southern Buddhism, who burned to evangelise the heathen 
land of Upper Burma. He dwelt in a solitary hermitage in 
a glade near Pagan, until one day a woodman, wondering 
what this strange being in a yellow robe might be, led him 
away to court. Anawrahta saw him and realised that here 
w^as one whose purity and restrained power were in utter 
contrast with the leering vacuity of the corpulent Aris. He 
told him to be seated, and to all men’s wonder, Shin Arahan 
seated himself on the throne. Anawrahta asked “Master, of 
what race art thou? Whence comest thou? Whose doctrine 
dost thou follow?” Shin Arahan told him and Anawrahta 
entreated saying “ My lord, teach me somewhat, yea, though 
it be a little, of the law preached by the Lord, the Master.” 
Before long, the apostle’s first step was accomplished : he had 
won authority to his side. 

Anawrahta had long waited for a helper ; he had him 
now, and the power of the Aris was broken. The new 
thought filtered down to the countryside, bringing release from 
bondage, for men knew that the court would no longer heed 
if they ceased to yield their children to the priests. Arahan 
sent for helpers, and soon missionaries began to arrive from 
Thaton. The offerings of strong drink vanished and, finding 
his livelihood gone, many an Ari turned villager and worked 
for his bread ; some were compelled by the king to become 
scavengers, others conformed to the new fashion. But the 
greater men, who had wielded power so long, were not minded 
to yield without a struggle, and fearing for Shin Arahan’s life, 
Anawrahta banished them in numbers; many went to the 
Shan States, brawling ’ with the royal guards who convoyed 
them. 

Yet they did not die out; although no longer able to 
impose their yoke on others, they lingered here and there, 
especially at Popa Hill and at Thamahti near Pagan. Even 
Shin Arahan in extreme old age went to Tenasserim to fetch 
a relic for the Nandaminnya chapel built near Pagan just after 
1112; and the Nandaminnya, like its nulghbour the Payathonzu, 

* Ari/ingaganiyogyi tradition at Thabyewa in Meiktila district. Cf, also 
traditions in Kyaukse district concerning JSheinkyaw west of Palcik, Yuabo east of 
Mekkaya, and Minhla reservoir on the Minye canal. 
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is covered with frescoes which are patently Ari. They are 
probably the best of such frescoes as exist in Burma, and their 
technique is of a Nepalese or north Bengali type. 

Shin Arahan had brought no sacred books, for writing 
was still a rare gift. His mission could not thrive without 
them, and he urged Anawrahta to procure copies from Thaton 
where there were thirty complete sets of the Tripitaka, the 
Three Scriptures. Envoys were sent but returned with an 
insulting refusal. Stung to anger, Anawrahta marched on 
Thaton with all his men. Kyanzittha, though still in his 
early teens, rode with the levies. They went down the river, 
foot, horse, and elephants. The land forces crossed the 
Sittang river, and the boats went by the Hlaing river and 
along the coast. Thaton was decaying but any walled town 
was impregnable save to starvation, and the Burmese had to 
undertake a three months* siege ; moreover, the town was 
guarded by the spirit of a dead Indian bravo and fell only 
after Anawrahta had exhumed his remains and cast them into 
the sea.^ 

Now the kiiiK of Ariniaddanapura [Parian] mustered Iiis army and 
rode bis horse . . . and came to the city of Thaton in the land of 
Thiidammawadi. He compassed it round about and l)eleaguered it 
for three months straitly. And those within could get neither food 
nor drink, and they were exf.eedingly afiiinisheil, and so great was 
iheir hunger that they ate one another ; and many porislied chcreby. 
The four warriors [Kyanzittha, Nyaung-uhpi, Nga Hiwt: Yu, Nga Lon 
Letpc] entered the city on their flying horses, and slew many. Then 
the folk could no lunger abide such suflerings ; and on the morning 
of Monday the eleventh waxing of Nayon, the moon being in the 
mansion of Visakha, in the year 42, king Manuha rcnticrcd himself. 
And the king of Arimaddanapiira, having pos.session of king Manuha, 
took away the saintly monks, who were full of learning and piety ; he 
took away the monks who knew the Three Scriptures and the Tour 
Books of Divination ... he took them all to the land of Arimaddana. 
He chained king Manuha with golden chains and led him captive. 
From that time henceforth Thaton was desolate, but I'agan that is 
called Arimaddana flourished like unto a heavenly city. {Paklat 
Talain^ Chronicle?) 

In the beginning, in the lifetime of the Lord, Thiharaja was king 
of Thaton. From Thiharaja to Manuha there were eight and forty 
kings in Thaton, famous and mighty kings, and they kept the faith 
of our Lord God ; and their people followed the command of 

* See note “ Byatta” p. 317. 



28 


KINGDOM OF FAGAN 


[1057 


alm! 4 jfiving and all other commands of righteousness, and the land 
was glad and flourished like unto a heavenly city. And Mariuha, 
this great king of so high and joyous and excellent a realm, this lord 
of thirty-two white elephants, merely i;ecause he answered king 
Anawrahta^s messengers in discourteous wise, came to utter destruc- 
tion, he himself and all the people that were his. {fimannan 1. 251.) 

This is the end of Thalon as a royal city, and she could not 
re- ;er her prosperity by sea tradi* because the receding coast- 
line left her high and dry. Anawrahta rode back in triumph 
to Fagan. Like some great glittering snake the victorious 
host uncurled its long length and set out through the Delta 
creeks with a captive chief and court, all the monks, and an 
entire population,^ numbering 30,000 ; but the pride of the 
Burmese was Manuha’s thirty-two white elephants, each laden 
with scriptures and relics. On all sides chieftains hastened to 
make submission to the new power; he razed the walls of 
Prome and stripped its pagodas of the relics en.shrined since 
the days of the traditional chief, Duttapaung- -he would have no 
rival fortress, he would teach the Fyus to Jook to Fagan alone 
for religion.- 

After arriving at Fagan, Manuha was at first treated with 
consideration. At Myinkaba, south of the city, he built the 
Naripaya ; it contains his throne room and is of good stone- 
work with interesting bas-reliefs in which Hindu deities are so 
prominent as to leave no room for doubt that I'haton J luddhism 
was largely Hindu. Feeling anxious as to his future, he 
looked at the great jewelled ring'^ on his finger and thought 
“ It will not be mine for long. They will take this too when 
they like.” So he sold it to a Myinkaba merchant for six 
cartloads of .silver which he spent in building the Manuha 
temple tliere. Soon after, his foreboding came true, for 
Anawrahta dedicated him and his fiimily as slaves to the 
Shwezigoii pagoda, thus rendering them outcaste for ever. 
To this day the headman of Nyaung-u West village, close under 
the pagoda, is believed by his followers to be of Manuha's 
line and is treated with unusual deference (p. 351). 

The influx of Thaton captives, m^^'y of them craftsmen, 

* See note “ List of Captives ” p. 321. 

-See note “ Cholas in the Delta” p. 322. 

3 Manuha temple inscription, Inscripiions 1913 7. One of his family died of 
leprosy and became Nyaungyin Nat, the lej>er spirit, see Timplc 53. 
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helped to civilise the north, and there were three immediate 
results. Firstly, Shin Arahan gained man>' helpers from the 
Thaton clergy, and got all the scriptures he wanted, housing 
them in the Tripitakataik library building which is still to be 
seen at Fagan. Secondly, Pali supersedes Sanskrit as the 
normal language of sacred books, and Hinayana teaching 
.supersedes Northern Buddhi.sm. Thirdly, the Burmese adopted 
the Talaing alphabet and for the first time wrote their language 
— the earliest inscription^ in Burmese is dated 1058, the year 
after the conquest. But none of the £^reat temples of Fagan 
were built till a generation later (p. 40), and it was not the 
actual captives so much as the intercourse with the outer world 
given by the conquest which civilised Upper Burma. 

Anawrahta’s next contjuest was north Arakan (p. 138). 
He marched over the pass from Ngape in Minbu district to 
An in Kyauk})yu and subjected the prince, whose capital was 
at Fyinsa in Akyab district. He failed to bring home the 
ponderous Mahamuni image, probably because he had not 
sufficient men to furnish relays and to clear a proper road ; he 
contented himself with taking away the gold and silver vessels 
of the .shrine, burying its magical figures and uprooting its 
magical trees, lest the charms should aid an Arakanese raid 
into Burma.- 

He had received homage from several of the nearer Shan 
chiefs, but their allegiance was nominal and he had to establish 
forty-three outposts along the eastern foot-hills ; thirty-three 
still exist as villages, or at least as tract names ; — 

Bhamo Kyaukse 

Kaungton Mekkaya 

Kaungsin Ta On 

Shwegii Myiiisaing 

Katha 

Yinhke Meiktila 

Mcda Hlaingdet 

Katha Thagaya 

Htigyaing Nyaungyan 

^ Inscriptions 1913 i. There are earlier ones in Hurmese, but tin's is original, 
whereas they are copies and their dates are miscopied. 

-yj3jRS 1912 Chan Htwan Oung “ The Mahamuni Shrine,’* RSASB 1918 
12. The order of events in Anawralita’s reign is uncertain, no dates being given 
for the Kyaukse canals or the Nanchao visit. San Shwe Bu at RSAisLi igig 56 
asfiigns the conquest of Arakan to 1057. 
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Mojrok 

Myatlaung 

Tagaung 

Hinthamaw 

Kyanhnyat 

Sampanago 

Mandalay 

Singu 

Koiithaya 

Magwetaya 

Yenantha 

Sonmyo 

Madaya 


Mandalay — concld. 

Thetkegyin 

Wayindok 

Taungbyon 

Myodin 

Yatnethin 

Sliwemyo 

Toungoo 

Myohia 

Kelin 

Swa. 


He now made some of those curious expeditions which recur 
throughout Burmese history, roving about with an armed host 
to pray or prey as opportunity offered. Thus he visited “the 
Indian land of Bengal,” perhaps Chittagong, and planted 
magical images of men there.^ 

Again, taking his force by land and river, he advanced 
beyond what is now Bhamo and entered the Nanchao kingdom. 
The Utibwa“ of Nanchao shut the gates of his capital, Tali, 
against this strange visitor, and Anawrahta sat down outside. 
After a long pause, the two potentates exchanged presents and 
conversed amicably. The Burmese went sight-seeing and con- 
versed with the Nanchao primate, asking questions about the 
great brazen image, a fiithom square, of a god called Sandi \ 
the primate explained, “We have two religions, one of this 
world, the other of the next world. For this life we worship 
the idol Sandi ; for the next life we worship Buddha.” But 
although the Burmese say they made an overwhelming im- 
pression on Nanchao, they could not induce the Utibwa to 
give up a Buddha tooth of which he was the proud possessor, 
and they had to rest content with a jade image which had come 
into contact with the tooth. With this trophy Anawrahta re- 
turned home, visiting the Shan states on the w'ay and receiving 


‘See note “ Byatta” p. 317. 

-Utibwa is the name by which the Burmese knew the ruler of Yunnan 
or China, two areas which they confused. It was actually one of the official 
titles of the Nanchao kin^^s and is from ud% — (Pali) udaya = rising sun + bwa (as 
in sawhiva) =■■ chief, i.e. “ King of the East.*’ BEFEO 1904 Pelliot “ Deux 
Itin^raires ” 162-4 ^^akes the title to indicate Plindu influence, through Burma, on 
Nanchao. 
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the homage of their chiefs. Maw,^ the largest state, pre- 
sented a daughter Sawmunhla who had a romantic career as 
Anawrahta’s consort, being driven into exile by Burmese rivals 
who hated her as a Shan witch. She built the Shwezayan 
pagoda in Mandalay district and her story is still acted on the 
stage. 

He returned home down the Irrawaddy on a barge of bar- 
baric splendour. While halting near Wayindok in Mandalay 
district, he built the Taungbyon pagoda and put his henchmen 
Shwepyingyi and Shwepyinnge to a cruel death because they 
were remiss in bringing each a brick, as the others did, for the 
construction of the pagoda. They are now spirits, worshipped 
at the annual festival there, and the religion of their father 
(p. 24) is indicated by the fact that nobody connected with the 
shrine will touch pork.^ 

In none of the great events of the reign is mention made 
of Anawrahta*s son Sawlu who, born in 104S, wasted his days 
with a favourite, Yaman, the son of his wet nurse. Yaman 
enjoyed the revenues of Dalla and, being blind in one eye, was 
called Yamankan.'^ 

Lao Shans from the direction of Chiengmai raided Pegu. 
'Phe people asked for help, and tlie king sent Kyanzittha with 
a small body of men. Seeing how few they were, the people 
clamoured saying they would not be properly protected. But 
the detachment were picked Indians, not the ordinary levy ; 
Indians are several times mentioned among Anawrahta's palace 
troops ‘‘but their origin and status is not given. Kyanzittha 
and his men dazzled the people of l*egu by wondrous feats at 
practice among the cucumber beds, and then defeated the 
raiders who flung away their arms and fled, leaving their four 
leaders to be taken prisoner. After this Kyanzittha was a hero 
among the Talaings. They sent him home with j^resents for 
the king — four hair relics in a golden casket, a chinthe gryphon 
image, and the lady Hkin U, daughter of the lord of Pegu. 
She was borne in a curtained litter. Kyanzittha rode at her 

* See note “ Pong and Koshanpye p. 322. 

^GUB I. ii. 23 and II. ii. 105; Grant Brown " The Taungbyon Festival’* ; 
Stewart at Ridgeway 387. 

* The name is, with equal probability, Rahman Khan. 

* See note “ The Guards *' p. 323. 
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side, and during the long journey they fell in love with each 
other so violently that the matter had to be reported to 
Anawrahta. 

That was the end of Kyanzittha’s career under the great 
king. He was brought bound into the presence and Anav/rahta 
taunted him for a time until, his anger rising, he hurled his 
fairy spear Areindama. But Kyanzittha^s hour was not yet 
come. The spear missed, grazing his skin and severing the 
ropes which bound him. He picked it up and fled from the 
presence never to return. Sawlu and Yamankan, rejoicing in 
their riv'^aVs downfall, joined in the persecution. His flight over 
hill and dale still forms a favourite subject on the stage. At 
one time he was fain to earn his living by tending horses, and 
finally he found rest at Kyaungbyu (? in Sagaing district); 
here he wandered into a monastery garden to pluck lime fruit 
and rest in the heat of the day ; Thambula the monk^s niece 
saw him and with her he lived in happy obscurity for the 
remaining years of the reign. 

Ceylon was now undergoing one of its periodic invasions 
from the Indian mainland during which Buddhism suffered 
severely from Hindu persecution. Vijaya Bahu 1 . king of 
Ceylon sent ships to ask Anawrahta for aid against the Cholas 
of Madras;^ but finally he drove them out himself and in 
1071, to repair their ravages on religion, he asked Anawrahta 
for scriptures and monks, since there were so few monks left 
that it was hard to convene a chapter (p. 56) and make valid 
ordinations. Anawrahta gladly sent the monks and scriptures, 
and added a white elephant as a present for the king of Ceylon ; 
in return he asked for the Buddha Tooth of which Ceylon is 
the proud possessor. His envoys failed to get the tooth but 
were given a duplicate, for Buddha’s teeth possessed the faculty 
of miraculously reproducing themselves in order to cope with 
the needs of a growing religion. The duplicate was placed in 
a jewelled casket and was taken on board ship. The ship 

’Vijaya Bahu I.’s regnal years 1065-1120 yet another blow at the tradi- 
tional Burmese chronology for the eleventh to thirteenth centuries, e.g. Hmannan 
assigns t.is contemporary Anawrahta to 1017-59 ; but they tally with Jatapon and 
with the Mya/edi inscription (p. 43). Miiller 61 show's that the date of Vijaya 
Bahu's request for monks was 1071 or just after. His request for troops was fruitless 
and Anawrahta sent only costly stuffs instead of men. See Hmannan I. 264, 
Mahavamsa I.VIII. 8 and I-.V. 4. 
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crossed the seas and came up the Irrawaddy to I^wkananda, 
the landing place three miles below Pagan, where the whole 
countryside came out to meet it. Anawrahta himself waded 
into the river up to the neck and bore the casket on his head 
in solemn procession to its shrine. 

His chief monument, the Shwezigon pagoda, begun in 1059 
and still unfinished at his death, is a solid pagoda of the kind 
so common all over Burma ; yet it attracts worshippers daily 
while the finer temples built by his successors are deserted. 
Its popularity is due to the e.KCcptional sanctity of the relics 
(Buddha's collar-bone, his frontlet bone from Prome, and his 
tooth from Ceylon), and to the shrines of the entire pantheon 
of the Thirty Seven Nat spirits who, as it were, have come 
circling round in homage to those relics. If anyone doubts 
the debt Burma owes to Buddhism, or wishes to see what she 
would have been without it, let him wander here and con- 
template these barbarous images of the heathen gods. Asked 
why he allowed them, Anawrahta said “ Men will not come 
for the sake of the new faith. Let them come for their old 
gods and gradually they will be won over." ^ 

The site of the Shwezigon was chosen by setting the tooth 
in a jewelled pyathat shrine on a white elephant and letting 
the animal roam ; where he rested was chosen as the site. 
By the same method, sites were chosen for the Tuywin Hill 
and Lawkananda pagodas in Myingyan district, the Tankyi 
Hill pagoda in Pakokku district, and the Pyetkaywe in 
Kyaukse district; all these contain Buddha teeth which, in 
answer to Anawrahta's prayer, were miraculously reproduced 
from the Ceylon tooth. P"or the hair relics presented by Pegu 
he built the Shwehsandaw (Mahapeinne) south of Pagan. 
F*arther afield he built other pagodas such as Shweyinhmyaw, 
Shwegu, Shwezigon, in Meiktila district. 

While in camp® in 1077 he was warned by his soothsayers 
that he would die before reaching home. He cast them into- 
fetters. He reached Pagan and was actually entering the 
Sarabha Gate when a hunter came with news that a wild 
buffalo was terrorising Myitchc in Pakokku district. He 
turned back and crossed the river to Myitche. There he was 

^ Oral tradition. 

The spot is m:Yrked by the Palinbo pagoda in Kyaukse district. 

3 
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gored to death by the buffalo while his followers fled ; his 
body was never recovered from the jungle. 

The first king, as apart from chieftains, to appear in 
Burma, Anawrahta has passed into legend and many an 
institution is fathered on h^m. Bricks bearing his “seal,** a 
Sanskrit text, have been found as far apart as Paunglin in 
Minbu district and Twante west of Rangoon.^ His portrait 
in the chronicles is shadowy and conventionalised, but he must 
have been a great character. In a single lifetime he esta- 
blished true religion and expanded a petty chieftainship into 
what was, if not a kingdom, at least an overlordship compris- 
ing the main portion of what is now Burma — the Irrawaddy 
valley from Bhamo to the sea, the nearer Shans on both sides, 
north Arakan, and north Tenasserim (pp. 44, 57). 


SAWLU 1077-84 on ascending the throne married -^ his 
father Anawrahta’s 'falaing queen Hkin U and recalled Kyan- 
zittha from banishment. Kyanzittha heard the summons gladly 
and rode away leaving Thambula a ring and saying “ If thy 
child be a girl, spend this ring on her nurture ; but if it be a 
boy, bring ring and child to me.” But he did not stay long 
at court and was soon banished again for renewing his old 
intimacy with Hkin U ; this time he was sent to Dalla near 
Rangoon. Sawlu did not continue work on the Shwezigon 
but built two pagodas called Shwesawlu, one at Myogyi in 
Monyua district, the other at Paunglin in Minbu district. 

He gave the town of Pegu to Yaniankan. One day he played at 
dice with Yamankan, and Yamankan won and rose up and clapped 
his elbows. Said king Sawlu, “Thou hast won a mere game of dice, 
dost thou arise and clap thine elbows ? If thou art a man, rebel with 
thy fief of Pegu ! ” “ In sooth ? ” asked Yamankan. “ We kings,” 

quoth the king, “ Should we utter aught but sooth ?” Now Yaman- 
kan had been plotting already, and he returned to Pegu. {Ffmannan 
I. 278.) 

Before long he was back again, but this time it was at the head 
of his Talaings. Sawlu recalled Kyanzittha and gave him the 

* IQ06 10, 1912 ig, 1915 15. 

- See note “ Married his father’s queen ’* p. 324. 
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command. They marched south and halted at Myingun in 
Magwe district where the Shwenanbauk pagoda marks the site 
of Sawlu’s royal camp. Yamankan lay at Pyedawthagyun just 
below Minhia in Thayetmyo district, on a stockaded island 
with water on three sides and heavy mud on the fourth and 
west side. They marched on him. Kyanzittha arrived at 
sunset and decided that the position was too strong to be at- 
tacked.' Sawlu, arriving a little later, was furious at the delay 
and would not listen to the argument that it would be better 
to wait till Yamankan moved towards the capital, and then 
fall on his line of march. They attacked at once. Yamankan 
had erected dummy elephants and soldiers in the most 
treacherous part of the marsh. The Burmese advanced in 
the moon-light to the beat of drum, attacking from east and 
west. Coming in open boats, or sticking in the mud, 
they suffered severely from the missiles of the Talaings 
who fought under cover. Sawlu fought at the head of a 
thousand men with gilded helms and shields. He made no 
headway. Then, catching sight of a richly caparisoned dummy 
elephant in the dim light, he mistook it for Yamankan and 
rode madly up to it. He never came within sixty feet, for his 
own elephant stuck in the mud while his followers were driven 
off. Only such of the Burmese as were fortunate escaped. 

Sawlu took refuge in a hollow banyan tree and was captured 
through his own act : being famished he had to beg a wood- 
cutter for food, and in exchange gave his royal ring asking the 
man to tell nobody. The man showed the ring to every one 
asking how much it was worth. The Talaings suspected that 
Sawlu could not be far away, for his elephant was in their 
hands ; they now seized the ring and submitted it to 
Yamankan who recognised it at a glance. The woodcutter 
at first refused to say anything but told all he knew when 
they put him to torture. 

As for Kyanzittha, he turned away with rage in his heart 
at the stupid defeat, crossed the Irrawaddy to Taunghkwin in 
Magwe district, and rode unattended the sixty-five miles to 
Pagan in a single night. Behind him lay death and disaster, 
before him lay complete uncertainty, for a defeated prince 
usually found his city gates closed against him. He reached 


Ptiffau Yazawiuthit. 
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the moat in daylight, anxiously scanning the walls to see what 
welcome awaited him. The people saw that he was alone, 
but they knew their man, and the gates rolled open. Tht 
ministers met hurriedly. All guessed that the king must be 
dead. They offered Kyanzittha the crown. But he was ob- 
durate in refusal, saying “Our Lord the King lives yet.” 
The Talaing horde poured on and camped at Myinkaba a 
mile south of the city. 

Kyanzittha determined to rescue the king. He entered 
the enemy camp at night and found Sawlu. Seated on Kyan- 
zittha's shoulders and well on the way to safety, Sawlu re- 
flected “ My father harmed this man, and 1 also have harmed 
him. Belike he is stealing me to kill me. Rather will I trust 
Yamankan, who sucked the same breasts witli me as a child. 
He at least will do me no harm.” So he called out “ Kyan- 
zittha is stealing me!” The Talaings came hurrying up. 
Kyanzittha, exclaiming “ Then die, thou fool, die the death of 
a dog at the hands of these Talaing scum !'* flung him down 
and ran for dear life. The nearest way to safety lay in the 
Irrawaddy. He plunged in and swam out into the darkness. 
The river at this point is a mile broad even in the dry weather. 
He could .see nothing and was well-nigh exhausted when he 
heard a myit-htive * bird cry on an island. Thus guided, he 
reached safety, seized a fisherman’s canoe, paddled across to 
the Pakokku bank and rested at Aungtha. His return was 
cut off, for the 'i'alaings were all round the city. He therefore 
fled north, crossed the Chindwin near Kyahkat and Waya, 
turned east, and finally reached Htihlaing (Wundwin) in Meik- 
tila district ; but before he was come there Yamankan had 
executed Sawlu. 


KYANZITTHA 1084-1112 though a fugitive became 
king by the death of Sawlu, for th^ offer of the court still 
held good. Yamankan .summoned Pagan to surrender but 
the people refused saying “There cannot be two buffaloes in 
one walIow\ Settle with Kyanzittha before you treat with. 


• recurvirostris, the great stone plovcj. 



KYANZITTHA VICTORIOUS 


37 


us.” Unable to do anything against a walled town which his 
men were too few to blockade, Yamankan drifted north and 
stockaded himself in the locality where Ava was subsequently 
built. 

Meanwhile men rallied round Kyan/ittha so that soon he 
had a force which required for billets all the eleven villages of 
Ledwin, the Kyaukse rice area ; it was his natural base, for it 
must have been the most prosperous and thickly populated 
region in Upper Ikirma. 11c called in Shin Popa, a wizard 
of Htihlaing, who had studied at Chiengmai ‘ anrl was 
probably an Ari. Shin Popa moved among the levies, reciting 
incantations and inscribing magical signs of the sun and moon 
on the elephants’ heads, on the horses* withers, and on the 
warriors’ spears and shields. 

When all was ready, Kyanzittha marshalled his men and 
set out for Pagan. I’lic news that he was present in [)erson 
spread dismay among the Talaings marching eastward to bar 
his road; they remembered his exploit against the Laos — he 
had been with them then, he was against them now. They 
were begiiuiiiig to tire <jf the long separation from their 
fieldsand families. Kyanzittha left them little time. IJehad 
the chonsing of his own measures now, and was no longer 
thwarted by incomi)etents like Sav\ lu ; his men burned to 
avenge Pyedawthagyun and free their homes, broke the 
Talaings at tlie first rush, and sent them racing back tt) their 
stockiule. Kyanzittlia made it unlenable, and they retreated 
to Myinkaba, but here again he gave them no breathing sj^ace 
and pressed on the attack. This time the Talaings did not 
wait; saying “ Kyanzittha will eat onr flesh,*' tliey lied before 
he could bring them to battle. Blazing with gold and gems, 
Yamankaii’.s barge s[.)eil down the Irrawaddy; close to the 
bank at Yuatha in Myingyan district, he heard the strange 
call of a bird in a tree, put his head out of the window to 
look, and fell back dcarl with an arrow through the eye, for 
the call was mimicry from the king’s archer Nga Singu who 
had hidden himself in the branches of ^ yethahpan trec.- 

Thus ended the Talaing attempt to shake the Pagan 

* Piv^an Yazawinlhil , 

- Piem one of the Mtinueaef the red swamp fig-tree. Singu in 

Mandalay district was the archer’s home. 
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monarchy, and after many wanderings Kyanzittha came into 
his own at last. To share his gladness were Abeyadana who 
had married him as a young captain, with their daughter 
Shwe-einthi ; HIcindan the bride he had recently taken when 
cam})aigning with her father, his right-hand man the Htihlaing 
myotkugyi ; and I lk in U, whom he now hastened to marry. 
He had twice endured exile because of her, and she now 
became queen to the third monarch in sur^ ssion. 

He was crowned ^ according to the great ritual in the 
pavilion of the Lion Throne. Shin / rafian the primate led 
him by the hand, maidens of noble b* th bore the holy water, 
the coronation exhortations were utl red, the white umbrella 
was held over him. he was fanned with the yaktail, on his 
head was set the crown, the sword of state was slung to his 
side, and the golden sandals were bound to his feet. He who 
had been an outlaw was now king of them all by divine right 
of birth and the still diviner right of proved capacity. He 
built a new palace to replace the barbaric wreck which had 
served Anawrahta, and he set up a scries of inscriptions some 
of which rank as literature- - 

With lov'infi- kindness . . . shall king Kyanziuha wipe away the 
tears of those who arc parted from their trusty Iricnds . . . his 
people shall be unto Iiini as a child to its mother’s bosom . . . 
he shall soficn the hearts of those wlio intend evil ... he shall 
exhort to speak those who speak evil. With wisdom, which 

is even as a liand, shall kiiiy^ Kyanzittha draw o|)en the bar of 
the (kite of Heaven, w'hich is made of Ljold and \vroiJ)*hl with 
j'ems. Kings’ daui^hters, Iragranl with the fragrance of jasmine 
dowers, splendul w'ith the splendour of Alambusa, spemse of kin^ 
In, shall wait upon him. Kinijs* daui'hlers ln)m seven cities, 
julorned with gems of divers kintls, shall wait on him, hearing 
white umbrellas. King Kyanzittha shall sit upon a throne of 
gold adorned with gems, and he .'^hall enjoy the sjdendour of 
royalty. . . . He shall offer treasures of three kinds, willi iinau'es 
in a gold re]ic|uary, like a lamp that glows ; so brightly shall it 
shine. (The gieat Tabling inscription of the Shw^ezigon pagoda, 
I’agan, Kpiyjaphitt Birman tea I. ii 90.) 

The language of most of his epigraphs is lalaing, doubtless 
because scribes were as yet commoner aiTK^ng the Talaing.s 
than among the Hiirme.se; he kept a ialaing scholar at court.“ 

’ Slc notes “ Coronation and Palace” and ” Primatt:” pp. 3'.i5, 

-See his Payeinma inscription, I user ipt ions 1913 rS. 
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Perhaps, too, he liked the Delta folk, and had made friends 
during his exile at Dalla. 

His only child was a daughter, Shwe-einthi. The son of the 
chief of Pateikkaya ^ came to ask for her hand. Kyanzittha’s 
ministers objected to the match, saying it would deliver the 
realm into the hands of an Indian prince, and they hastened 
her marriage to Sawlu*s son Sawyuii although he was lame. 
Shin Arahan broke the news to the prince of Pateikkaya, who 
committed suicide. Before long Sawyun's child by Shwe- 
einthi was born ; it was a boy, Alaungsithu, and Kyanzittha 
was so delighted that he crowned the infant as king and 
presented him to the people saying, “ Behold your king ! 
Henceforth 1 reign only as his regent.” 

While the quaint ceremony was in progress, there arrived 
Indian prisoners captured in a raid at Thandaung and 
Ngathonpinie ; they were settled in places such as Singu, 
Ngathayauk, Kalade, Nwahta, and Seiktein, in Myingyan 
district. Anawrahta’s expedition to Arakan affected only the 
north, and Thetminkadon, a lord of the south, now came 
raiding the Burmese border villages. Kyanzittha sent a levy 
with elephants and horses to hunt him down. But Shin 
Arahan, and the Mahagiri spirit in a vision, counselled the 
king not to slay him, saying that they, together with the king, 
Thetminkadon, and little Alaungsithu, had been five friends 
in a previous existence. Therefore the king recalled his forces 
after admonishing Thetminkadon ; before leaving, they des- 
troyed^ the Mahamuni shrine but could not remove so heavy 
an image. Kyanzittha believed the Mahagiri spirit to be his 
patron, who had preserved him through all his miseries, caus- 
ing Anawrahta*s spear to cut the ropes which bound him, 
guiding him in his desperate ride from Taunghkwin, and 
speaking to him in the voice of the myit-htwe bird when he 
was nearly drowning. 

Kyanzittha had declared the infant Alaungsithu to be his 
successor because he thought he had no son. He had forgot- 
ten the days in quiet Kyaungbyu and was soon to regret his 
mistake — 

* See note ** Pateikkaya and Macchagiri *’ p. 32G. 

“ Perhaps Thandaung and Ngapathonpinlc in Kamree township, Kyaukpyu 
district. Hmannan I. 284 calls the prisoners Kyekala, i.e. Tamils. See Carey 2. 

^yURS 1912 Chan Htwan Oung “ The Mahamuni shiine,” RSASB 1918 12. 
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In the second year of his reign Thambula came to Pagan with her 
seven year old son. And when she was come to the palace she dared 
not enter, for the king was granting audience to his captains. And 
she walked up and down in front of the palace holding her son. 
Then said the pages “ Woman, bide not here. Our Lord the King 
is about to come forth. Get thee hence.” And they drave her forth. 
But she said “ I have a boon to crave. Let me be.” And they told 
the king, and he sent for her. And when he saw that it was Tham- 
bula and her son, he cried aloud “ How great is my debt to this 
lady ! ” And he called the child and took him to his bosom in the 
midst of the court and said “ Men say that a son cometh first and a 
grandson last. But I have crowned my grandson, I have made him 
the first and my son the last.” (f/pnannan I. 286.) 

Kyanzittha could not go back on his consecration of little 
Alaungsithu, but he made Thambula’s son titular lord of north 
Arakan and the Seven Hill Tracts, and he made Thambula 
herself his fourth queen, with the beloved title U-hsaukpan.^ 
Devout Buddhists, fleeing from persecution in India, were 
now migrating as far as Siam ; some came to Pagan, for Its 
fame as a religious centre was growing. Eight Indian monks 
were entertained for three months by Kyanzittha who fed them 
with his own hand and listened to their tale, especially the 
description of their great cave temple of Ananta in the 
Udayagiri hills of Orissa. He built the Ananda temple in 
imitation. 

Still in daily use as a house of prayer, the Ananda, with 
its dazzling garb of white and its gilt spire glittering in the 
morning sun, is to-day one of the wonders of Pagan. It is the 
earliest of that series of great temples to which Pagan owes 
her undying appeal. Such temples are called by the people 
“ caves,” and caves they are — masses of brick in which the 
aisles, pillars, and mysteriously lit recesses are as it were hewn 
out of some deep hillside. The sun never penetrates there, 
and in the gloom at the end of the western aisle two life-size 
statues kneel at the feet of a gigantic Buddha ; they have 
knelt there for more than eight centuries. One is a king, 
the pious founder Kyanzittha, the other a monk, his teacher 
Shin Arahan. Here in the stone, la ge as life, can be seen the 
clear-cut features and strong chin of the hero-king ; his face is 
not Burmese — his mother was an Indian lady. 


* Sec note “ Thambula ” p. 327. 


2 Schiefner 255. 
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Statue of the Founder, Kino Kyanzittha, 
IN the Ananda Temple, 1090 a.d. 
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On the outside of the temple are fifteen hundred plaques • 
illustrating the jataka stories of Buddha’s previous existences, 
each exi)lained by a short inscription in Tali or Talain^t^. 
Inside the aisles are eighty niches with sculptures - of Buddha’s 
own life ; these, by Indian artists, possibly journeymen im- 
])orted for the purpose, are of a conventional medi;eval type, 
but a wealth of labour and devotion has been expended on 
them and the detail is frequently good. 

Kyanzittha, riding a white liorse at the head of a great 
procession of monks and peo[)le, dedicated the temide in 1090. 
With its tender beauty, its wealth of sculpture, its mingling of 
races and languages, the Ananda shows forth the kingship’s 
undivided sway over the upper reaches of the Irrawaddy and 
the ralaings of the i^elta, in the days when Pagati was a 
religious centre far and wide, and men came even from India 
to worship at her shrines. 

The building so entranced Kyanzittha that he broke the 
mould by executing the architect.** At the foundation a child 
was buried alive to provide the building with a guardian 
s[)irit ; * the temple slaves still claim to show the |)lacc where 
the victim’s mother rolled on the ground in grief. 

(J)f the .si.x village-, he dedicated to the Ananda, four 

Payeinma, Kyaiikyit, Kyahkat, Waya, all in Sagaing district 

are assfaciated with incidents in his career, lie built ‘ .some 
Ibrty smaller pagodas such as the Payeinina at lu's birthplace, 
and the Shwedwinaung to commemorate his hiding in a pit, 
ill Sagaing di.strict ; three at Yesagyo in Pakokkii district; 
and in Myingyan di.strict — the Nagayon, the Hlanpyangyet t(» 
commemorate some of his best spearcasts, the AlinochaiUha 
to contain nine relics .sent by a prince of Ceylon, and the 
Pusittok to commemorate the .spot where his mother, when 

^ liinnuuica II. i. and ii. 

*' Kepro(luc<.d with a full aceount of the tenipU: in ARASI ^ Ouroiselie 
“ Stone Sculptures in tlic Ananda 'I'cniple at Pa;^an.’’ 'I'he statue.'. «>i' Kyan/itiha 
and Sliin Aruban are probably the only portrait stalues in IJurniri. 

■’ Oral Liadition. 

■*See note “ Myo.sade” p. 320. 

■'At Xyaungu the Kyan/iUba Onhmin, named after him and dating from his 
dytia.sty, contains frescoes sonic of which, like those at Minnanthu, apj''. ar from 
their technique to be the work of Nepalese or north Benj*ali craftsmen. Anionj; 
the Kyanzittha Onhmin frescoes is one of a Tartar ofticci in lit 1 met, boots, and 
uniform with a hawk on his wrist. 
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brought as a bride to Anawrahta, knelt in homage to the 
palace. He completed Anawrahta*s unfinished pagoda the 
Shwezigon, using blocks of stone three spans by one quarried 
at Tuywin Hill from which they were handed to the pagoda 
by two rows of men lined up all the way. He endowed 
Shwesettaw in Minbu district ; he exhorted a Chola lord ^ to 
Buddhism ; and he was the first Burmese king to restore the 
shrine at Buddhagaya where grow's that Holy Tree in whose 
shade the Buddha was made manifest : — 

Kyan/.itthii gathered together gems of divers kinds and sent 
them in a ship to build up the holy temple at liuddliagaya and to 
offer lights which should burn for ever there. Thereafter, king 
Kyan/ittha builded anew, making them finer than before, the great 
buildings of king Asoka, for they were old and in ruins. In this 
respect no other king is like king Kyanzittha. Thereafter he 
presented all the f.ords of the Church who ilwelt in the city of 
Arimaddanapur [Pagan ) with the four necessaries on every occasion. 
In that respect, too, no other king is like him. 'riiercafter, many 
persons from all the provinces came into his presence to attend him. 
At that time king Kyanzittha heard that a Chola lord had arrivetl, 
and he bethought him that apart from the 'riiree Jewels there is no 
other single thing that can give great happiness in this world or in 
the worlds to come, or confer Nirvana upon all beings : the Throe 
Jewels alone can give it. Therefore he wrote concerning the grace 
of the Jewel of the Lord, the Jewel of His Law, and the Jewel of His 
^l^rgy, with vermilion ink upon a leaf of gold and sent it unto the 
Chola lord. Thus hearing of the grace of Buddha, the Law, and 
the Clergy by reason of king Kyan/illha’-s seiuling woitl unto liim, 
the Chola lord with all his retinue cast off his adhesion to false 
doctrine, and adhered straight away to the true doctrine ; he saw, 
he was pleased, he was happy. And he came to offer unto king 
Kyanzittha pearls, an awning ol pearls, fnukilha tree adorned with 
the seven kinds of gems, together with a virgin daughter of his who 
w'a.s perfect in form and with ornaments of tlivers kinds, who was 
shaded by a white umbrella, a peacock umbrella, a peacock set with 
the seven kinds of gems. And of these things, loo, no other king 
pos.sesseth the like. ('Fhird Talaing inscription at the Shwchsandaw 
pagoda, Promc, RpiyTafthiu Rirmanica L ii. 153.) 

Tlic Chola lord was probably travelling on some mission, 
for the Chola dynasty of Madras fostered maritime trade. 
Their conquest of Kedah in the Malay states brought them 
into subordinate relations with their own colony, the flourish- 


' Sec note ** Cho!as in the Delia ” ji. 3'Z2. 
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ing Hindu kingdom of Palembang in east Sumatra. There- 
fore when their envoys attended the Chinese court in 1077, 
they were addressed only on strong white paper in a plain silk 
envelope, instead of the gold-flowered silk used for a sovereign 
power such as Palembang whose envoys were present on the 
same occasion. When Burmese envoys appeared at the 
Chinese court in 1106, they appear to have insi.sted on pre- 
cedence, lor the Board of Rites, after inquiry, reported that 
Pagan was a sovereign state entitled to superior ceremony.^ 
Previous missions, the earliest recorded, from Pagan to China 
were in 1 103-4 but they do not appear to have gone further 
than Yunnan, and they presented elephants which the Chinese 
regarded as tribute. Conceivably these missions, and Anaw 
rahta's relic quest to Tali, were intended to facilitate overland 
trade, which probably revived after 866 when Nanchao sub- 
sided in defeat and was no longer in a position to block the 
road. 

The long romance of Kyanzittha's life now drew to a close. 
He was nearly .seventy, and as he lay dying it was his only 
son, the love-child born in exile, who made solemn offerings 
and set up the inscribed stone post, still in its place, at the 
Myazedi pagoda south of Pagan. Its chronological and 
linguistic importance is considerable. It fixes the dates die 
early kings of the Pagan dynasty, which were previously 
doubtful. Bearing on each of its four faces the same matter 
in a different language — Pali, Talaing, Pyu, Burmese — it has 
enabled us to decipher Pyu which until 19 1 1 was an unknown 
tongue ; and it shows that this numerous tribe, who have left 
so few traces, were not identical with the Burmese. 

Glory and honour be to Buddha! In the one thousand six 
hundredth and twenty-eighth year of religion [a.D. 1084] Kyanziltha 
became king in this city of Arimaddanapur [Pagan]. The beloved 
wife of this king was named Thambula, and she had a son named 
Yazakuinar. The king gave unto her three villages of slaves, and 
after her death he gave her ornaments and the three villages of 
slaves unto her son Yazakumar. Now the king having reigned 
twenty-eight years, fell sick unto death. Then Yazakumar the 
([ueen’s son, remembering the benefits wherewith the king had 
nourished him, made a golden Buddha and went into the presence 
and showed it to the king saying “This golden lUiddha have I, thy 

* Chajt Ju'kua 59, Sainson loi, Geriui 62.1 and 819. 
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slave, made to assist iny Lord. The three villages of slaves which 
my Lord gave unto me, I now dedicate unto this Huddha. May my 
Lord approve ! ” Then was the king well pleased and said “ Well 
done ! Well done ! ” And in the presence of the image, of the 
Ihimate, of the Venerable Lords Muggaliputtatissa, Sumedha, 
Brahmapal, lirahrnadiw, Son and very learned Sanghasena, in the 
presence of all these Venerable Lords the king made offering of 
poured water. When it was done, the son of the beloved queen 
made this rave-temple with a golden sf)ire and enshrined therein 
the golden buddha. And in dedicating this shrine and Buddha, 
the queen’s son brought up the men of Sakinunalon, one village, 
Rapay, one village, Henbuiy, one village, all those three slave 
villages, and made offering of poured water for the gold Buddhii 
and the shrine wherein he had enshrined it ; and thus he prayed 
“ May this act of mine be unto me for the attainment of divine 
wisdom ! If any hereafter, be it my son, grandson, kinsman, or any 
other, oppress the slaves whom I have dedicated unto this Buddha, 
may he never behold the most high Buddha Arimittiya ! ” (Myazedi 
inscription, A.D. 1112, /£fiijfrap/iia Bh'manica Li. A duplicate is 
in the museum at Pagan.) 


ALAUNGSITHU 1112-67 spent hi.s early years quelling 
rebellion in places such as Has.sein. In 1 1 14 dacoits, numbering 
over a hundred, raided his palace, and when they were cut 
<lown the throne room resembled a shambles. Levies had to 
he sent once more attains! I hctminkadon, U^rd in .south Arakan, 
who was again raiding the border villages; he was caught and 
his head was sent to Alaiingsithu. The Mahagiri spirit 
appeared 1 to Alaungsithii and blamed him for permitting the 
death of one who in a previous existence had been a fellow 
worshipper; therefore Alaiingsithu begged pardon of the ht;?id 
and placed it in a jewelled casket on the to[) of Tuywin Hill 
where people worshi[)pcd it in annual festival. He had to 
suppress a rising in Tehasscrim himself; a Pali inscription^ set 
in Mergui by one of the Pagan kings shows that the 
dynasty ruled there. 

It was just after Alaungsithu's return from this Tena.s.scrim 
campaign that Shin Arahan died at tlie age of 81, about the 
year 1115.“ His eyes had witne.ssed much since the days when, 

' USASIi 1919 -^5, footnote 9. -RSASIH 1919 23. 
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a youth with his vows still fresh upon him, he had dwelt alone 
in a woodland hermitage near Pagan, fie was now primate 
of a kingdom, the acknowledged head of a thousand monasteries 
whose network spread religion over many a land and many 
a people. He had seen a chieftainship expand into the wide 
dominion of Pagan. He had been the trusted adviser of four 
sovereigns and had assisted at the coronation of three. He 
had witnessed and directed the overthrow of the dread Ari and 
their abominations, while in their place sprang up a purer fiith 
and a people liberated from the bondage of dark creeds. He 
had seen the glittering spire of the Ananda soar to heaven, 
heralding the new movement which inspired the age's highest 
art and pressed it into the service of religion. The great 
work he had done was speeding beyond him, but he could go 
to his rest knowing that the light he had kindled would never 
die, that the work no longer depended on the thread of a single 
life, for devoted di.sciplcs stood ready to take the torch from 
his failing hands. 

In Kyanzittha's reign a usurper had seized the throne 
of north Arakan and the rightful heir with his son and 
daughter fled to Pagan. There he lived several years, and 
died charging his son Letyaminnan to recover his throne. To 
attract attention letyaminnan wore his hair at the back, after 
the Arakanese fashion, during Alaungsithu’s head- washing 
ceremony.^ Alaungsithu, saying Showest thou scant cere- 
mony at a time of ceremony ? ” dragged him forth to slay him, 
but relented on hearing his story, and arranged to re-instate 
him. He sent levies, Burmans by land, Talaings by sea. The 
Talaing warboats were severely defeated, for the Arakanese 
were as usual better at sea, and in consequence the Burmans 
also had to withdraw. Alaungsithu reinforced them and .sent 
them back. Finally in in8 they were successful, executed 
the usurper, and pillaged the Mahamuni shrine. The Burmese 
set the image on fire with a pair of bellows and stripped the 
gold off its back ; the Talaings took away a leg and were 
drowned at sea for their impiety ; the remaining portion of the 
image fell into neglect for fifty years. 

^ Cf. Shway Yoe 351, The kings of Persia and the Mauryan kings of ancient 
India also washed their heads ceremonially once a year, Herodotos ix tto, Strabo 
XV 6g. The head is a great taboo, Frazer “ Taboo and the Perils of the soul ” 
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Lctyaminnan was restored to the throne of his fathers and 
in gratitude asked what he should do ; Alaungsithu told him 
to render thanks by repairing the shrine at Buddhagaya ; 
therefore, under guidance from Panthagu, son of the lord 
of Seinnyet, who had succeeded Shin Arahan as primate, he 
sent an envoy with funds to Bengal, ajnd on the stone at 
Buddhagaya may be read to-day, inscribed in antique char- 
acters, how “the lord of a myriad Pyus” repaired the holy 
place, keeping troth with his liege. Owing to this and sub- 
sequent Burmese missions, the detail of the Buddhagaya temple, 
especially in the basement images, is unmistakably Burmese.* 
In his pride, Alaungsithu thought himself the greatest of 
kings, greater than his ancestors even. For this sin of impiety 
he was bereft of sight until he cast golden .images of his 
ancestors and bowed down before them ; then alone, in that 
moment of humility, his sight returned.^ 

One reason why Alaungsithu was troubled with rebellions 
was that he spent much of his time travelling. A king felt 
secure only so long as he stayed inside the ramparts of his 
palace city ; if he stayed away too long, -he ran a risk of 
finding somebody else in possession when he came back. 
Alaungsithu built works of merit wherever he went, for in- 
stance : — 

Minbu Skwebo 


Shwepanmyaing 

Shinbinkuni 

Paungdaw-u 

Thayetmyo 

Payabaw 

Faungdaw-u 

Mogok 

Faungdaw-u 


Shwegugyi 

Monyua 

Shwedaung-u 

Mandalay 

Nandagan and 
Maungmagan lakes 
Shwemale pagoda. 


He worshipped at Shwesettaw and restored Kyaungdawya 
in Minbu district. But his chief claim to gratitude is the 


^ Rajendralala Mitra^ Fsrgusson I. 78, RSASB igii 18, yBRS 1912 
Chan Htwan Oung The Mahamuni shrine.” Letyaminnan calls himself the 
lord of a myriad Pyus because till the thirteenth century the Arakanese called 
the Burmese *' Pyus.” 

® Sec note “ Ancestor worship ” p. 327. 
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noble Thatpyinnyu temple, built in 1144, which dominates 
all others at Pagan in majesty of line. Nearby is the Shwegu 
temple in which he was destined to die ; it was built in seven 
months, and on its walls may still be seen the inscription con- 
taining his great prayer in Pali verse : — 


By this my gihj whatever boon I seek, 

It is the best of boons, to profit all ; 

By this abundant merit I desire 
Here nor hereafter no angelic pomp 
Of Brahmas, Suras, Maras ; nor the state 
And splendours of a monarch ; nay, not even 
'I'o be the pupil of the Conqueror. 

But I would build a causeway sheer athwart 
The river of Sarnsara, and all folk 
Would speed across thereby until they reach 
The Blessed City. 1 myself would cross 
And drag the drowning over. Ay, myself 
Tamed, I would tame the wilful ; comforted. 
Comfort the timid ; wakened, wake the asleep ; 

Cool, cool the burning ; freed, set free the bound. 
Tranquil and led by the good doctrines I 
Would hatred calm. The three immoral states. 
Greed, hate, delusion, rooted all in self, 

O may they die, whenever born in me ! 

Won not by oppression may my wealth remain 
Nor yield to fire nor robbers, life by life. 

Longing of sense for all delicious things, 

Sound, sights, and touches, odours, relishes. 
Pregnant of immorality, begone ! 

May sense of shame, fear of reproach (declared 
By the Sun’s kinsman Guardians of the world) 

Cover me alway ! As the best of men 
Forsaking worldly wealth and worthless fame 
Fled, for he saw their meaning ... so would I 
All worldly wealth forsaking draw me near 
Religion and the threefold course ensue. 

1 would fulfil hereafter, great and small. 

Those rules the Teacher gave for our behoof. 

Borne through the elements the spotless moon 
Outdazzles all the constellated stars : 

So 1 delighting in the Master’s lore, 

The saint’s religion, virtuously yoked. 

Would shine among disciples. I would know 
Sutta, and Abhidhamma, Vinaya, 

The Master’s mind, his ninefold doctrines fraught 
With words and meaning. By the Conqueror’s Law 
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I would do good to others and myself. 

What the Great Sage forbids I would not do. 

May I be always conscious and aware 
Of kindness done me. Union of ill friends 
lie far from me. Beholding man’s distress 
1 would put forth mine energies and save 
Men, spirits, worlds, from seas of endless change. 

By merit of this act I would behold 
Mettayya, captain of the world, endued 
With two and thirty emblems, where he walks 
Enhaloed on a rainbow pathway fair 
Like Meru King of mountains, and sets free 
Samsara’s captives by his holy words. 

There might I hear good Law, and bending low 
Offer the four things needful to the Lord 
And all his monks, till clad in virtues eight, 

Informed by such a Teacher, 1 become 
A Buddha in the eyes of spirits and men. 

{/BRS 1920 Mg Tin and Luce “The Shwegugyi pagoda inscrip- 
tion, 1 141.'*) 

Sailing from Bassein, Alaungsithu journeyed to Malaya, to the 
isles of Arakan, and to “the Indian land of Bengal*’ where 
he found the images set up by Anawrahta (p. 30). Men said 
he even went to the Zambuthabyebin, the fabulous Rose 
Apple Tree which groweth at the World’s End ; in its shade 
came Thagyamin, King of the Spirits, bearing celestial gifts, 
and the rustling of the wind through the leaves, the plash of 
the fruit falling into the sacred rivers, suggested new notes 
which Alaungsithu introduced into Burmese music. 

He made five images of the holy wood given him by 
Thagyamin, and enshrined them in five pagodas ; four are 
in the neighbourhood of Pahkangyi in Pakokku district, the 
fifth and most picturesque is at the Thihadaw on an Irrawaddy 
island in Shwebo district. The Shinhla and Shinpyu images 
given him by Thagyamin he eiLshrined at Sagaing. All these 
pagoda sites were chosen by the wandering of the white 
elephant or by the flight of birds. 

He hunted elephants in the Mahton, Pandaung, Talok and 
Ngasaunggyan forests of Bhamo di trict. In 1 1 1 5 he sent an 
embassy offering gold and silver flowers, rhinoceros horns, 
and elephant teeth, to Nanchao;^ and later himself wandered 


* SainsoH 102. 
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there with a great host, seeking in vain to obtain the rooth. 
He tried to introduce uniformity of weights and measures by 
fixing the tical, the basket, and their subdivisions (p. 17 1 ). 
The rulings given at his court, perhaps by himself, once 
existed in a collection, tiie Alaungsithu pyatton. 

The chief of Pateikkaya ’ [>aid him the tribute of a 
daughter, and she became the delight of his old age. One day 
his three sons, coming to pay their respects, saw that she 
remained seated by their father’s side alter their entry. The 
face of the eldest, Minshinzavv, lowered, and e.xclaiming “ Shall 
this foreign wench remain seated in iny presence ? ” he strode 
from the room ; he was sent for but pleaded indisposition. 
Again, the king gave a robe, such as princes tjf the blood 
wore, to a certain lord’s son ; one day the youth arrayed 
himself in it and attended a council. Minshinzaw stripped it 
off him, .saying ‘‘ Thou art not of the blood.” h'or this act the 
king placed him under arre.st. The tiueen and ministers 
entreated but the king said “If he is like this while I am 
alive, what will he be when I. am dead ? He will he like a cat 
among you chickens.” Again they entreated and at last he 
yielded, .saying “ So be it. But he has sulked in my presence. 
Let him abide not here.'* Miiishinzaw was given back liis 
revenues and his retinue, atid was sent to live at i ltiintonputet, 
ea.st of where Mandalay now is; there he ruled in state, build- 
ing the Shwekyimin pagoda and reaping three' harvests a year, 
for he con.structed the Aungbinle and d'arnokso lakes with a 
system of irrigation channels. His brother Narathu bixame 
the king’s deputy. 

But now, in his eighty-first year, king Alaungsithu fell 
sick. Narathu was not the man to hesitate, least of all when 
everything was in his favour. Minshinzaw might be senior, 
but he was in his province ninety miles away. Narathu lield 
the palace, with the court and the Guards under his immediate 
orders. He had the dying king removed to the Sh wegu temple, 
and set about securing the throne. But the peace of the temple 
revived Alaungsithu ; he regained consciousness and, looking 
round, said “This is not my palace. Where am 1?” .V 
handmaid answered “ My lord, thou art not in thy palace. 
Thou art in thy holy temple, the work of thy hands.” He 

* See note “ Pateikkaya and Macchagiri *' p. 32C. 
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asked shortly “ Whose trickery is this?*' and on learning that 
it was Narathii’s command he burst out in anger— ^liis whole 
body burned like fire. Nearby in the palace, Narathu heard 
that his father was recovering. Fear seized his heart — he had 
not allowed for this, it meant the end of all his dreams, it was 
unthinkable. In haste he went to the temple. He found his 
father sitting up ; the old man's anger had vanished ; his face was 
calm, his dim eyes seemed to linger on golden spire and sacred 
portal, on the beauty of the buildings he had dedicated to 
religion ; he looked very frail. What difference would it 
make? He could not live much longer in any case ; to speed 
his going would not be such a very great sin, for his last 
thoughts were holy ; and if he recovered, though only for a 
few days, there would be utter ruin, there would be no forgive- 
ness from the princes. Narathu hesitated for a moment and 
then, seizing the bedclothe.s, held them down firmly and 
smothered the gentle face. 


NARATHU 1167-70. Minshinzavv marched on Pagan 
with all his men. Narathu thought for a while. Then he 
approached Panthagu the primate, saying “ Make peace betwixt 
my brother and me. Tell him J will yield the throne. Let 
him come alone, with only' his hor.se and his sword.” Panthagu 
answered “ Bethink thee well. I am a monk and may not 
meddle with falsehood. What if he come and thou abide 
without raising him to the throne?” Then said Narathu “ 1 
speak truth. Make him believe me " ; and he swore a great 
oath “ Freely will I set him on the throne and bear his sword 
in the crowning,” .So Panthagu went to the camp where 
Minshinzaw lay amidst his men, and told him all ; and 
Minshinzaw, having the archbishop's word and trusting his 
brother, came alone in a boat to Pagan. And Narathu met 
him, and bore his sword, and set him on the throne. But that 
same night Minshinzaw the king died of a poisoned dish. 

Next day Narathu received the homage of the court. But 
there was one who would pay no homage. Although past 
seventy, an age when rao.st men let things slide, Panthagu was 



KALAKYAMIN 


51 


primate and the direct successor of Shin Arahan. He came 
before tl\e king and said “Thou foul thing ! Thiiikest thou thy 
body shall not wax old. thinkest thou to escape the doom of 
eternity?” Narathu stirred on his throne, but he answered 
coldly “ Sir monk, 1 have kept iny troth with thee. I swore 
to carry my brother's sword and to set him on the throne. 
Have I not accomplished these things ? ” But Panthagu was 
beside himself, and exclaiming “ A king more damned than 
thou there is not in all the world ! ** he strode from the palace ; 
and after a little time, unwilling to abide in a blood-stained 
realm, he departed to Ceylon. 

Narathu did not find the crown so light to wear as he had 
expected. Men shunned him. He had a simple remedy for 
that. Princes and queens, secretaries and kinsmen, he slew 
them day after day. He ground the poor and persecuted the 
monks, pressing them into the levies regardless of their vow to 
spill no blood. He killed the lady of Pateikkaya because, 
being used to Hindu ablutions which he disregarded, she grew 
disgusted and would live with him no longer. 

Then remorse seized him. To the loneliness of power 
was added the loneliness of sin. To make amends he built 
the Dammayan temple, the largest pile at Pagan. Its grim 
mass slowly towered aloft. The workmen complained of the 
noonday heat, of the torrential rain which made the bricks 
slippery. He hounded them on. Yet for all his haste he 
would have no imperfect work. Men say he executed master- 
masons because a needle could be inserted between two of 
the bricks and this much is true that> the brickwork is among 
the finest in Pagan. The temple is built on the same ground- 
plan as the Ananda, but lias nothing of its serenity or grace ; 
the building’s whole soul is sullen. 

Yet all his prayers, his mighty masonry, were in vain. He 
had scarcely reigned three years, and retribution was already 
at hand. It came from the dead lady of Pateikkaya’s father, 
the chieftain of Pateikkaya. Calling for volunteers, he selected 
eight of his best guards, made provision for their families, and 
sent them over the hills with secret orders. They entered 
Narathu’s palace dressed as Brahmans. He sent for the holy 
men to receive their blessing. They drew near in a circle 
round his throne, with arms outstretched in benediction ; but 
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once within strikinj^ distance they drew concealed daggers from 
under their robes and plunged them into his body. Then — 
for they were but common men, and had spilt the blood of a 
consecrated king — they carried out their master's final orders 
and killed each other where they stood. 


NARATHEINIIKA 1170-3. Narathii was succeeded by 
his son Naratheinhka one of whose three queens, Taung- 
pyinthi, was great-granddaughter of Anawrahta's paladin 
Nyaung-uhpi. 

And again, the king saw his brother’s wife, how fair she was to 
look on, and his soul was dazed, and he could not stand upright. 
And he thought on this wise “ I will cause mine heir to march, telling 
him that war hath broken out in Ngasatinggyan [in Hhanio district]. 
When he hath set forth, 1 will take his wife and raise her to the 
thnjne.” So he put words into the mouth of a minister and caused 
him to come saying War hath broken out in Ngasaunggyan ! ” 
And the king called Narapatisithu and commanded him to march to 
NgasauJiggyan. 

Now his brother Narapatisithu was a prince of nimble wit and 
discernment, and he commanded Nga Pyi his equerry saying “ If 
any ado arise in mine house, take the horse Thudawsin and co?ne 
quickly ! ” Then he marshalled his men by land and water, and went 
up country with his councillors and cai)tains, circle and village head- 
men, and all his host. When he reached rhi.ssein [in Shwebo 
district], lo ! there was no trouble soever at Ngasaunggyan ; anti he 
w'eighed the matter in his heart saying ** My biother liath duped me 
with a false excuse.” And he gathered and conferred with his 
councillors and caj)tains, his circle and village headmen, and bound 
them with a solemn t)ath. And his councillors and captains said 
“ Minyin Naratheinhka is without a von, verily he liath made his 
brother Narapatisithu heir.” The more gladly, therefore, with one 
heart they leagued with Narapatisithu. 

When Minyin Naratheinhka heard that his brother had reached 
Thissein, he took his sister-in-law and raised her to the throne. Nga 
Pyi the eciuerry crossed over lo Aunglha [in Pakokku district] at the 
stroke of the morning bell and rode his horse at a soft and easy pace. 
It was not yet noon, they say, wiien he reached Chindwin Payeinma 
[in Sagaing district]. Crossing to Payeinma he made straight for 
flalin [in Shwebo district] and reached the stream of Ngapat [in 
Shwebo district] at sunset. And because night was drawing on and 
the royal horse was tired, he watered it and fed it with grass and slept 
that night at Myinhli Hill [unidentified]. 
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Now when the horse Thudawsin had rested, he neighed loudly, 
for he scented his master. And the prince knew his horse’s neigh 
and could not sleep saying “ Verily it is the sound of mine horse, 
neighing.” Then he made a solemn vow and said “ If it is indeed 
the sound of my horse neighing, may this pillow he pierced with 
a hole, and tail not ! ” And he struck the royal pillow with his 
hand, and lo ! a liole was pierced. The place is still known as 
Malwe-onpauk [in Shwebo district]. . . . When Nga Pyi the (Hiuerry 
had slept and it was early morning, he came at the stroke of morning 
bell and told all his tale. And when he heard that matter prince 
Narapatisithu was in high dudgeon and waxed wroth and cried 
“ My beloved queen Veluvati 1 My brother hath t;il:en and raised her 
lothe throne ! 'fhen he asked Nga Pyi the equerry “ Whore didst 
thou sleep yesternight ? ” I slept,” said Nga Pyi, “ at the stream 
of Ngapat, for the horse was tired and I refVesl«od it.” “ What ! ” 
said prince Narapatisidiu, “Thou didst sleep not far from Ihe place 
where I lay. Did.st thou well to sleep? Wo princes might accom- 
plish much, had we hours to plan it.” And in his royal pride he 
slew Nga l*yi. The place is still known as Kuttawya [uniilentified]. 

Then the prince cried “ Our enemy i.s behind us ! ” And he 
called minister Aungswa-nge and commanded him saying “ Pear my 
yoke though it cost thee thy life ! See thou catch my brother 
unawares and slay him. When that is done I will make thee great 
and give thee whom thou wilt of my three sistors-indaw.” So 
Aungswa-ngc chose four score mighty men of valour and took them 
in a fast boat and went in furious baste, not knowing day 

and night. 

Prince Narapatisithu marshalled his men by land am! water and 
came dowjistieam. When he reached Kyctyel [Slnvcky<.‘tyet pagoda in 
Mandalay district) he made a solemn vow srising “ If my brother 
shall verily be slain, at the moment I spread this cloth at the pagoda 
in the south, may the Lord himself bow down and take it I ” And 
wdien he spread the cloth, behold ! the image of the Lord himself 
bowed down and took it. When he saw that thing he came down- 
stream marshalling his troops by land and water. 

lUit the body of Nga Pyi whom he had slain flo.ued not far from 
the royal raft. And the prince saw it and asked “ Whose body is 
it?” His ministers answered “The body of Nga P>i whom thon 
h.tst slain.” And he commanded them saying “ Pury the body at 
the head i>f yon island, and let it be worshipped by all jjcople in this 
place. See that ye build a goodly spirt-house.” So the ministers 
did as the prince commanded, and built a .*ipirit-lH>iise. The isle 
where Nga Pyi was buried is still knowm as the isle of Shwepyisliin. 
'riie village headmen are fain to worship there. ^ 

’ There is a Slnvepvishin at the mouth of the Mn river, and nearby is 
.'\vMig/\va village. Nga Pyi is Myiiihyiishin Nat, the .spirit l\«dcr of the White 
I h.»r.^c, see Oraut Brown “ 'fhe Lady of the Weir ” and (} UB II. i. 518. 
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When Nga Aungswa-nge, the royal servant sent by prince 
Narapatisithu, reached the palace, he entered with his four score 
mighty men of valour hugging sword in scabbard. Now it so befell 
that Minyin Naratheinhka was entering a privy ; and Nga Aungswa- 
nge followed after as far as the privy. And the king asked him 
“Who art thou?** He replied “Thy servant, Nga Aungswa-nge. 

0 king, thy brother sent me.** And the king looked, and lo ! he was 
hemmed in by white and gleaming blades. And he besought them 
saying “ Slay me not ! Let me only serve my brother as his watcher 
of crows, his scarer of fowls ! ** But Aungswp nge replied “ O king, 
my lord thy brother hath not so ordained it.** And he slew him 
even in the privy, and he died. A rub*' earring that he wore fell 
from the privy to the ground. Thirty- tw\, years in the nether house, 
three years he flourished ; he passed at tne age of thirty-five. 

[NARAPATISITHU 1173-1210]. His younger brother Nara- 
patisithu became king. He was anoint ed with his queen Veluvati.' 
When his sisters-in-law heard that he would give them to Aungswa- 
nge, they clasped his knees and besought him with meek and piteous 
words “ O king, are we women known to covet so many husbands ? 
We have done no sin. W^e are not mere sisters-in-law. We are all 
daughters of thine aunts, Chit-on and Eindawthi. We are all wives 
of a king.** So the king called Aungswa nge and commanded him 
saying “ Nga Aungswa-nge, I made thee a promise indeed, but if 1 
were to give thee one of my sisters-in-law it would be held a sin 
against my grandsires and great-grandsires. I will make thee great, 
and give thee a daughter of a great nobleman.*’ “ Pish ! ** said 
Aungswa-nge. And the king slew him® saying “ He hath braved 
me to my face.** 

Then he seized Anantathuriya, tutor to his brother Minyin Nara- 
theinhka and gave him over to the executioners to slay him. Now 
Anantathuriya was of a brave and constant heart ; about the time of 
his death he spake four stanzas of linka^ and gave them saying 
“ Offer them, I pray thee, to the king.” Nevertheless the executioners 
tarried not but slew him, and afterwards gave the writing to the king. 
These are the four verses of that linka : — 

Yes, he is one who, wealth attained, 

Shall pass away and disappear ; 

*Tis Nature’s Law. 

Within his golden palace hall, 

Surrounded by his lords in state, 

He sits serene. 

But kings’ delights, like eddies small 
On ocean’s face a momcnc seen. 

Are but for life. 

1 She built the Shwethabeik pagoda in Myingyan district. 

3 Nga Aungswa-nge is the Aungswawamagyi Nat, see Temple ^ and is con- 
fused with the Myinbyushin Nat, Nga Pyi. 
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Should he show pity, and not slay, 

But set me free, my liberty 
Is Karma’s work. 

Of mortals here the elements 
Last not, but change and fall away , 

It is the Law. 

The sure result of suppliant acts 
Or prayers, I wish not to transfer 
To future lives : 

T* escape this fate, past sins’ result, 

Is my desire. Calmly I’ll wait. 

My heart is firm. 

Thee, gentle lord, I blameless hold, 

Freely to thee I pardon give, 

’Tis not thy deed. 

Danger and death arc constant foes 
And in this world must ever be : 

It is the Law. 

Now w'hen these four stanzas were read before the king and he heard 
them, he commanded saying “ Set him free.” But the executioners 
spake into his ear and said “ The deed is done.” And the king slew 
those executioners saying “Ye should have offercil the writing l>efore 
ye killed him ; but behoid, ye killed him first and offered the writing 
after.” Now when he licard the writing the king had great remi»rse. 
Again and yet again he gasped and sw^ooned away. Ever afterward .s 
he refrained and checked his anger ; and he cornmiinded the chief e.xe- 
cutioner, kinsman of the king, saying “ Hereafter when I am wroth, 
though 1 give thee the order ta slay a man, keep him alive for a 
month of weeks and look to the matter. Let him die only when he 
ought to die. If he ought not to die, release him.” i^ilmannan I. 
316. Verse translation by R. F. Andrew St. John.) 

The reason why Fanthagu, when shaking off the dust of 
Narathu’s kingdom in 1167, chosen Ceylon as his refuge 
was that religion there was once more flourishing after yet 
another Hindu persecution. He returned home soon after 
Narapatisithu^s first regnal year 1173 and was treated as 
primate ; he was then ninety and did not live much longer. 

His successor as primate was the Talaing monk Uttarajiva, 
who attained fame by his pilgrimage to Ceylon in 1180, earn- 
ing the title “ First Pilgrim of Ceylon.** Panthagu*s visit 
shows the importance of Ceylon as a religious centre, and 
Uttarajiva*s title suggests that this importance was new. 
The island no longer had a rival in Conjeveram (p. 7) where 
Brahmanism had at last triumphed. Uttaraj’iva sailed from 
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Bassein with many other monks, and after a comparatively 
short stay they returned. But one of them, Chapata, a Talaing 
novice, born near Ngaputaw in Bassein district, received ordin- 
ation in Ceylon and stayed there ten years ; he returned to 
Burma in 1190 and was knov/n as the “Second Pilgrim of 
Ceylon.’* He brought with him four learned foreign monks, 
also ordained in Ceylon ; one was Ananda, a native of Con- 
jeveram, and another was a prince, son of the king of Cambodia. 
All five of them settled just north of Pagan, building at 
Nyaung-ii the Chapata pagoda which is of Cingalese pattern. 
It takes five monks to form a chapter pancavaggana able to 
perform valid ordination upasantpada and all other rites ; and 
that is why Chapata brought four other monks with him, as 
he was minded to regard the ordination of the Burmese clergy 
as invalid, saying it was not in accordance with canon law, 
Vinaya. He and his companions refused to perform the 
duties of the Order with the Burme.sc clergy, and in 1 192 set 
up a schism or rather three schisms, for they disagreed among 
themselves as to the precise tiature of holiness, and one of 
them even had to be expelled for losing his heart to a dancing 
girl. The original Burmese clergy, who derived their succession 
from Shin Arahan and Thaton, were called the Former Order ; 
others who derived from the newcomers and Ceylon, w^ere 
called the Latter Order. 

Narapatisithu was impressed by the foreign lore of these 
monks who had gone all the way to study in Ceylon, and he 
encouraged their ordinations. The mission of the two Talaings, 
Uttarajiva and Chapata, is of great importance, for whether the 
Burmese doubted the validity of their own orders or not, they 
took to meeting the new movement on its own ground and 
sent clergy to Ceylon for ordination by the monks at the 
Mahavihara (p. 119); and such intercourse led to the estab- 
li.shrnent ot Ceylon as the chief foreign influence on Burmese 
religion. Thaton Buddhism, probably from Conjeveram, had 
been just one and a third centuries in Upper Burma when in 
1192 Ceylon Buddhism was introduced and finally predomi- 
nated to such an extent as to obliterate even the memory of 
Conjeveram. 

It is not stated in what ships the intercourse took place, 
but there was an appreciable volume of seaborne trade all 
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round the southern coast of Asia from China to Egypt and 
Madagascar. Most of it was in the hands of Arab ship- 
masters, but Chinese junks predominated east of Malaya and 
still went as far west as Ceylon.^ 

Doubtless it was in connection with such trade that the 
C'ingalese king kept what seems to have been a resident agent 
in Burma, probably at Bassein, then the most important port 
The Burmese, as was the custom in several eastern countries, 
supplied him with rice and quarters. But Narapatisithu 
stopped the grant of these supplies, forbade the export of 
elephants to Ceylon save at exorbitant rates, ceased giving 
the customary present of an elephant to every ship which bore 
royal gifts, imprisoned Cingalese merchants, seized their goods, 
flung the king of Ceylon's envoys into prison or drove them 
out to sea in a leaking ship, and finally carried off a Cingalese 
princess on her way to Cambodia. To avenge all this, the 
king of Ceylon despatched an expedition in l l8o. It suffered 
from storms and several ships were wrecked ; but one ship 
reached Crow Island near Moulincin and carried off the in- 
habitants. while five reached Bassein, and others landed else- 
where, killing a governor, burning villages, massacring the 
inhabitants and carrying off a number into slavery. The 
Burmese then sent a conciliatory message to Ceylon through 
the monks, and friendly relations were resumed.- 

Narapatisithu founded the Guards." II is greatest works 
are the superb Gawdawpalin and Sulamani temples at Pagan, 
with the Mitnalaunggyaung, Dammayazika, and Chaukpala 
[learby. His lesser pagodas are the Myatheindan and Swedaw 
in Thayetmyo district, Zedihla in Monyua, Paiingdaw-u in 
Kyaukse, and Shwetaza in Shwebo town ; the Zetawiin in 
Mergui district, and a Talaing inscription ' he erected at the' 
Shwe-iiideiii pagoda near Yawnghwe in the Shan states, show 
the extent of his rule. Others, such as the Shinbinsagyo in 
Myingyan district, were each built from the value of gold 
weighed against one of his sons, according to the widespread 
Hindu custom.^ He built the Kyaukse weir at Kyaukse, 
started the Mu canals in Shwebo district, and tried to make a 

^ See note “ Eastern shipping p. 310. ■’‘See note The Guards p. 3JJ. 

-See note Cingalese raid nSo ’* p. 328. ** 1920 16. 

•’’See note “Tula-dana ” p. 32S. 
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canal system on the Mon in Minbu district, but had to abandon 
the project after repeated failures.^ 

He made Nadaungmya, greatgrandson of Nyaiing-uhpi, 
chief justice ; but the office is not mentioned elsewhere and 
may have been personal. His chief minister was Anantasuriya, 
a mighty man of valour, who continually hunted dacoits and 
even presented them alive to the king. Anantasuriya built 
the Lemyethna temple at Minnanthu near Fagan, inscribing a 
curse on all who should injure his dedication. Such curses are 
usual in Burma as elsewhere, but this particular curse is so 
dreadful that it is still used as the oath-book in law courts 
throughout Burma. 

The king had a hkuna whitlow on his hand, and one of 
the lesser queens used to keep her mouth on the spot to lessen 
the pain ; once while he was sleeping she sw^allowed the 
humour rather than wake him, and in gratitude he made her 
son Zeyatheinhka his heir/- Though Zeyatheinhka was the 
youngest son and he was born of a lesser wife, his elder 
brothers acquiesced, and the white umbrella confirmed the 
selection by miraculously inclining towards him alone out of 
all liis brothers. Therefore, when he came to the throne, he 
was called Htilominlo, “ He whom the umbrella wished to be 
king.*' Narapatisithu died in the thirty-seventh year of his 
reign and the seventy- fourth of his age. On his death-bed 
he placed the hands of his five sons on his bosom and enjoined 
them to rule with mercy and justice and to live together in 
brotherly love. 


HTILOMINLO 1210-34 was also called Nantaungmya, 
“ many entreaties for the throne,” because bis mother had so 
often entreated that he might succeed to the throne ; and a 
collection of the judicial rulings made at his court was called the 
Nantaungmyamin pyatton. It is not likely that these rulings 
were his own, for, like some of his successors, he was happier 
praying at a pagoda than ruling a realm. One reason why his 

^ See note “ Burmese irrigation ” p. 318. 

Sec note “ The Whitlow ’* p. 329. 
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brothers loyally accepted his succession was that he virtually 
abdicated all power into their hands. The four of them met 
daily and transacted the affairs of the kingdom. Thus" was 
founded the Hluttaw Yon, the Court of the Royal Commission, 
which remained till the end the council of the ministers.^ 

The king built the Sittana pagoda near Pagan on a 
Cingalese pattern, completed the Gawdawpalin which his father 
left unfinished, and built the Mahabodhi and Htilominlo 
temples. The Mahabodhi is a second-rate piece of work but 
possesses interest as being a copy of the temple at Buddhagaya. 
The Htilominlo, a magnificent creation built on the spot where 
the white umbrella had bowed down before him as a youth, is 
the last of the series of great temples at Pagan, although smaller 
ones of merit, such as the Thambula, built in 1255, continued 
to be constructed for a generation or so.- 

Though built in brick, a material of fatal facility, these 
temples are among the noblest monuments in Indo-China, and 
they are the one positive contribution Burma has made to 
humanity. There was indeed in places such as the Kyaukku 
Onhmin at Pagan a crowded monastic life which, especially 
after the Ceylon mission in 1 180, produced voluminous Pali 
treatises on grammar and prosody and a law-book, the Dham- 
mavilasa dhammathat';^ by a pupil of Ananda (p. 56). But, 
like later Burmese writings, this monastic literature w^as not 
creative, and fares poorly in comparison even with other clerical 
literatures. Thus, it contains nothing like the constructive 
thought of the mediaeval Catholic writers, notably St. Thomas 
Aquinas, to whose powerful advocacy human freedom owes so 
much. 


KYASWA 1234-50 succeeded his father Htilominlo and 
was even more devout. He resigned all business to his son 
Uzana and spent his hours with the monks memorising the 
Tripitaka scriptures and writing devotional works for the palace 

’ See note ** Hluttaw and Kingship ’* p. 329. 

“ See note “ The Temples and their Builders ** p. 330. 

^ Dhammavilasa was a Talaing of Dalla. His law-book, the first in Upper 
Burma, was in Pali and it was based on Talaing or Pali sources attributed to 
Manu (p. in). It does not survive but quotations show that it was similar to the 
Wareru dhammathat, see Fore hammer “ jardine Prize** 35 6. 
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ladies. The following, however, indicates that even under so 
pious a king religion retained Ari survivals : — 

The minister commanded that these things be dedicated to the 
monks . . . two potfuls of rice, two baskets of betelnut betel leaf, one 
and a quarter 7 ns\ of meat, one 10 quart pot of long-fermented 
liquor. . , . This offering was made in the presence of my lord the 
king. (Inscription dated 1248, Itzagawna monastery near Pagan, 
/ nscriptions 1892 251. Sec note “ I ) ri nk ” p. 314.) 

At Sagu in Minbu district he built a monastery for Sihamaha- 
upali who had succeeded Uttarajiva as primate. There is a 
poem, Myagan-bwe-linga, about the Myagan, the “ PImerald 
Lake” which he made; it was famed for its crystal water, and 
on its shore you can still see a crumbling inscription and a 
.stone building, probably his own retreat : — 

He dammed the water falling from the foot of Tuywin Hill, and 
made a great lake. He filled it with the five kinds of lotus .and 
caused all manner of birds, duck, sheldrake, crane, water fowl, and 
widgeon, to take their joy and pastime there. Near tlie lake he laid 
out many cultivated fields ; men say Iic reaped three crops a year. 
Hard by the lake he built a pleasant royal lodge, and took delight in 
study seven times a day. {llmannan 1. 339.) 


UZANA 1250-54 succeeded his father Kyaswa. He was 
a merry person, given to jesting, to liquor, and to hunting 
elephants at Dalla near Rangoon. One of his favourite wives 
was a village girl whom he found when ascending Popa Hill 
to hold the annual Mahagiri spirit festival ; another was a 
village carpenter's daughter. lie went to see a kheddah 
capture, riding hi.s Katha elephant, but the captured elephant 
was must, ripped the girth ropes of the royal elephant, and 
trampled the king to death. 


N ARATHIHAPATK 1254-87. The late king left a son 
Thingathii by a c[ueen and one other, Narathihapate, by a 
concubine. The latter had no c ).iceivable claim against a 
queen's son. But Thingathii was not acceptable to the chief 
minister Yazathinkyan, a descendant of Anawrahta’s paladin 
Nyaung-uhpi. Once he had come walking behind Yazathinkyan 
who did not notice him and so failed to j)ay proper respect. 
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Thingathu thereupon spat betel on Yazathinkyan's sleeve. 
Yazathinkyan said nothing but went home and laid by the 
jacket carefully without cleaning it. Now that the king was 
dead he summoned a large meeting of ministers and headmen 
and held up the soiled jacket before them all. At his bidding 
they decided that .a man who while yet a prince behaved like 
that to his ciders, would be unbearabu; as a king, and they 
made Narathihapate king instead. 

Yazathinkyan the king-maker looked forward to a long 
spell of power, as Narathihapate was only sixteen years old. 
But he grew up and showed a will of his own. Yazathinkyan 
was inexpressibly shocked, and so far forgot himself as to twit 
the king with the fact that his mother was not a queen but a 
village carpenter's daughter. At once the king rounded on 
him : — 


“ Grandfather, when they crown a pagoda with a .spire, wherewith 
do they raise it?” He replied “Son of my Lord, they raise the 
spire by first making a scatfold.” Said the king once more “ When 
the spire is set on the top of the pagoda what do they do with the 
scaffold ? ” Yazathinkyan replied “ Son of my Lord, when the spire 
is set on the top of the pagoda, it is not graceful until the scaffold is 
destroyed.” Then said the king “ I am as the spire, Yazathinkyan 
as tlie scaffold. As the spire reaches the top of the i)agoda, so have 
1 reached kingsliip. And the spire will not appear graceful until the 
scaffold, that is to say Yazathinkyan, be destroyed. Ho ! ministers, 
seize his office, his elephants and horses, his minions and retinue, 
and off with him to Dalla town ! ” And they did as the king had 
ordered and sent him away. 

As Yazathinkyan journeyed a great wind arose, and !o ! the big 
trees brake and split, but the waterplants only leaned and swayed, 
and so brake not. And seeing it he was taken with remorse and 
said “ 1, a servant of the king, have not been as wise even as a 
waterplant. because I have acted as a big tree it has come to this ! ” 
When his escort returned tlie king asked what words Yazathinkyan 
had spoken. So the escort reported them “O Lord of glor>% a 
great wind arose and the big trees brake and split, but the water- 
plants only leaned and swayed and so brake not. And when 
Yazathinkyan saw it he said ‘ 1 have not been as wise even as a 
waterplant.' ” And the king abode in silence, {//mannan I. 344.) 

Martaban and Macchagiri ^ revolted. The king sent levies 
against Macchagiri and, at the advice of Saw his queen, 

^ See note “ Pateikkaya and Macchagiri p. 326. 
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recalled Yazathinkyan to deal with Martaban. Yazathinkyan 
speedily crushed the rebellion there, set up a governor, Aleimma, 
and returned to Pagan. But the levies sent against Macchagiri 
fled back to Minbu in panic ; therefore the king ordered the 
commanders to be executed. But Yazathinkyan gained them 
a reprieve, pacifying the angry king by producing a long string 
of Martaban prisoners. Then he took over the Macchagiri 
campaign himself, quelled the rising, and sent the leading men 
to Pagan where they repented and were pardoned. But he 
himself never returned. He died at Dalla, worn out with 
faithful service at the age of sixty-two ; and “ when the king 
heard thereof, he recalled all that Yazathinkyan had done of 
old, and now in the latter days, and his heart was stricken.” 

The king made a concubine splash Sawlon, one of his 
queens, while they were bathing in the river from the palace 
wharf. Therefore Sawlon nursed a grudge and tried to poison 
him. The attempt failed and he ordered her to be burnt 
alive. The executioners made an iron frame. She bribed 
them to wait seven days and when the seven days were ac- 
complished, she ascended the burning fiery furnace, telling her 
beads. Thrice the flames died down, and only when she 
desisted from prayer were they able to burn her. Not long 
after, the king would shriek her name aloud in his sleep, 
crying “ Sawlon, come and watch beside me ! ” The primate 
told him not to publish his remorse thus, lest men should 
laugh at him. So he restrained his grief and issued instruc- 
tions that his death sentences should always be suspended tor 
a fortnight to allow his anger to cool. 

He made his sons live in the palace, fearing lest they 
should rebel if they were left to themselves in the provinces. 
He ate together with them, and used to distribute the food, 
a pig*s hind trotters to his son Thihathu, lord of Prome, and 
front trotters to the elder sons. Thihathu’s mother took this 
as an insult and paid the cook to give her son a front trotter, 
leaving hind trotters to the other queen's sons. When the 
king discovered this, he punisheu the cook and continually 
teased Thihathu, calling him “.son of a .stealer of pig's trot- 
ters.” Thihathu therefore nursed malice. The king built the 
Mingalazedi pagoda and set up this inscription : — 
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King Narathihapate, styled Siritribhavanatityapavaradhaniniaraja, 
the supreme commander of a vast army of thirty-six million ' soldiers, 
the swallower of three hundfed dishes of curry daily, being desirous 
of attaining the bliss of Nirvana, erected a pagoda. In it he 
enshrined fifty-one gold and silver statuettes ® of kings and queens, 
lords and ladies, and over these he set up an image of Gaudama 
Buddha in solid silver one cubit high, on the full moon of Kahson 
636 [A.D. 1274]. A covered way was made from the palace to the 
pagoda, with bamboo matting, whereon were laid rush mats, and on 
these again were spread pieces of cloth each twenty cubits in length, 
and at each cubit’s distance on the way there was a banner. During 
the ceremony the princes princesses and lords cast pearls among the 
statues. (Mingalazedi pagoda inscription near Pagan, year ^274, 
Inscriptions 1892 199.) 

The pagoda took .six years to build, because work was not 
continuous. After it was started, a prophetic rumour spread 
abroad, “The pagoda is finished and the great country ruined 1 ” 
Soothsayers confirmed the rumour, saying “When this pagoda 
is finished, the kingdom of Pagan will be shattered into dust.” 
Therefore the king abandoned the work. But the primate 
upbraided him, saying that this life is transitory, nor could 
the kingdom abide for ever even if the pagoda were not built. 
So the pagoda was completed, a large stupa of the sort so 
common all over Burma. Its coarse execution seems to 
.symboli.se the exhaustion of a realm : it was built in blood 
and sweat. Eor two centuries Pagan had witnessed the 
spectacle of a whole population filled with a passion for cover- 
ing the earth’s surface with pagodas, and now she was perish- 
ing to the drone of prayer. 

The kingdom had been in existence two and a quarter 
centuries, a *ong time for any government which is purely 
dynastic. Narathihapate was a pompous glutton who boasted 
three thousand concubines, and for generations his predecessors 
had been self-indulgent nonentities, unlike the founders of the 
dynasty. Yet, although the Shans were beginning to migrate 
southwards, the kingdom, left to itself, might have endured 
for some time, for the people were placid, vast stretches of 
country were uninhabited, and the scattered population in 
remote areas had no need to rebel against a rule which was 
little more than nominal. But the kingdom could not expect 
to be left to itself for ever. 

’ See “ Numerical Note ” p. 333. - Sec note “ Tula dana ” p. 
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The Tartar hordes swept across Asia from Mesopo- 
tamia to the China Sea. They boasted, not without truth, 
that they had wiped out the cities of Russia and Poland in 
1241 so utterly that they could gallop over the sites without 
encountering an obstacle big enough to make their horses 
stumble. Had they tried, they could probably have overrun 
Christendom, for she was rent asunder by the struggle between 
the Empire and the Papacy ; and although they were deficient 
in constructive ability, so that their rule inevitably collapsed 
as quickly as it arose, yet the splendour of their court so 
amazed European travellers that it has passed into a fable. 
This was the power which the Burmese monarchy persisted 
in insulting. 

In 1253 the Tartars annexed Yunnan. In 1271, under 
instructions from the Emperor Kubla Khan, the Yunnan govern- 
ment sent envoys to the Burmese demanding tribute as paid 
by Narathihapate’s predecessors (pp. 14, 43, 48). This was 
not a summons to surrender, for, provided they paid nominal 
tribute, the Tartar empire often left its remoter vassals alone. 
Narathihapate deigned not to grant the envoys an audience, 
and kept them waitinglong at the beck and call of subordinates, 
but finally sent them back with one of his lords to express 
friendly sentiments and to worship a Buddha tooth at Pekin. 
In 1 273 an imperial ambassador, First Secretary to the Board 
of Rites, with three colleagues, came to Pagan with a letter 
from Kubla Khan. In the letter, Kubla Khan, after pointing 
out that he himself had received the Burmese envoy, says — 

If you have really dedcied to fulfil your duties towards the 
All-highest, send one of your brothers or senior ministers, to show 
men that all the world is linked with Us, and to enter into a perpetual 
alliance. This will add to your reputation and be in your own 
interests ; for if it comes to war, who will be victor? l*onder well, 
O king, upon Our words. 

As the ambassadors who bore this letter refused to take off 
their shoes* sufficiently often, Narathihapate ordered their 
immediate execution. The minister Anantapyissi, who still 
retained his senses in that atmosphere of insane adulation, 
remonstrated, saying “ Sire, protest at Pekin against their lack 
of ceremony, but do not slay them. The kings of old were 

’ See note “ Jhe Shoe Question ” p. 336. 
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never wont to slay ambassadors." But Narathihapate would 
not listen, and the ambassadors with their numerous retinue 
were executed. 

The Yunnan government reported to Pekin that the 
embassy did not return, the Burmese evidently had no intention 
of submitting, and the only way to bring these people to their 
senses was to make war at once. The order the Emperor 
passed on this was that the case should come up again later. 
But in 1277 Burmese proceeded to invade the “Gold 
Tooth ” state of Kanngai, on the Taping river, seventy miles 
above Bhamo, because its chief had submitted to China. He 
asked for protection, and Kubla Khan thereupon sanctioned 
early action. 

What follows was in Burmese eyes a titanic war in which 
the whole resources of the Chinese Empire were strained to 
the uttermost, pouring in millions of men to destroy Burma. 
But it was really a frontier affair, disposed of by the Yunnan 
government. The Emperor had his hands full of other 
campaigns, some of which ended disastrously ; the matter was 
not of sufficient importance to require a headquarters expedi- 
tion, and in any case he had no intention of invading Burma. 
From start to finish the affair was left to the provincial garrison, 
with such levies as they could raise among the Chinese Shans. 
But the native levies did not count : the real work was done 
by the regular garrison — Mahomedans of Turkish race, the 
race which time after time has stood up to European troops 
and held its own. They proceeded to clear the intruders out 
of Kanngai in a battle which the Burmese call the Battle of 
Ngasaunggyan 1277. The Venetian traveller Marco Polo, 
who served as a Privy Councillor on the Emperor’s staff, 
doubtless heard the tale from officers who took part in the 
action : — 

The king of Mien [Burma] had, let me tell you, 2,000 great ele- 
phants, on each of which was set a tower of timber, well framed and 
strong, and carrying from twelve to sixteen well-armed fighting men. 
And besides these, he had of horsemen and of footmen good 60.000 
men. In short, he equipped a fine force, as well befitted such a 
puissant prince. It was indeed a host capable of doing great 
things. 

And what shall 1 tell you ? When the king had completed these 
great preparations to fight the Tartars, he tarried not, but straightway 

5 
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marched against them. . . , And when the Captain of the 'I'artar 
host had certain news that the king aforesaid was corning against Iiim 
with so great a force, he waxed uneasy, seeing that ho had with him 
but 12,000 horsemen. Nevertheless he was a most valiant and able 
soldier, of great experience in arms and an excellent Captain ; and 
his name was Nasr-uddin. His tnxrps too were very good, and he 
gave them very particular orders and cautions how to act, and took 
every measure for his own defence and that of his army. And why 
should I make a long story of it.^ The whole force of the Tartars, 
consisting of 12,000 well-mounted horsemen, advanced to receive the 
enemy in the Plain of Vochan, and there they waited to give tJieni 
battle. And this they did through the good judgment of the excellent 
Captain who led them ; for hard by that plain was a great wootl, thick 
with trees. And so there in the plain the Tartars awaited their foe. 
Let us then leave discoursing of them a while ; we shall come back 
to them presently ; hut meanwhile let us speak of the enemy. 

After the king had halted long enough to refresh his troops, he 
resumed his march, and came to the Plain of Vochan, where the 
'I'artars were already in order of battle. And when the king’s army 
had arrived in the plain, and was within a mile of the enemy, he 
caused all the castles that were on the elephants to be ordered for 
battle, and the fighting men to take up their {X)sts on them, and he 
arrayed his horse and his foot with all skill, like a wise king as he 
was. And when lie had completed all his arrangements he began to 
advance to engage the enemy. The Tartars, seeing the foe advance, 
showed no dismay, but came on likewise with good order and dis- 
cipline to meet them. And when they were near and nought remained 
but to begin the fight, the horses of the Tartars took such fright at 
the sight of the elephants that they could not be got to face the foe, 
but always swerved and turned back ; whilst all the lime the king and 
his forces, and his elephants, continueil to adv;ince upon them. 

And when the Tartars perceived how' the case stood, they were in 
great wrath, and wist not what to say or do ; for well enough they 
saw that unless they could get their horses to advance, all would be 
lost.* But their Captain acted like a wise leader wlio had considered 
everything beforehand. Ho immediately gave orders that every man 
should dismount and tie his horse to the trees of tlie forest, that stood 
hard by, and that tlien they should take to their bows, a weapon that 
they know how to handle better than any troops in the world. They 
ilid as he bade them, and plied their bows stoutly, shooting so many 
shafts at the advancing clcpliants that in a short space they had 
wounded or slain the greater i.uii t of Hi? m as well as of the men they 
carried. 'I'he enemy also shot at tl.e Tartars, but the Tartars had 
the better weapons, and were the better archers to lioot. 

And what shall I tell yfiii? Undersiaml that when the elephants 
ielt the smart of those arrows that pelted them, like rain, they turned 
tail and tied, and notliing fjn earth wimld induce them to turn an<l 
.*'ice the 'Tartars. So off tlicy sped with such a noise and uproar 
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that you could have trowed the world was coming to an end ! 
And then too they plunged into the wood and rushed this way and 
that, dashing their castles against the trees, bursting their harness 
and smashing and destroying everything that was on them. 

So when the Tartars saw that the elephants had turned tail and 
could not be brought to face the fight again, they got to horse at 
once and charged the enemy. And then the battle began to rage 
furiously with sword and mace. Right fiercely did the two hosts rush 
together and deadly were the blows exchanged. The king’s troops 
were far more in number than the Tartars, but they were not of such 
metal, nor so inured to war ; otherwise the Tartars who were so few in 
number could never have stood against them. Then inighl you see 
smashing blows dealt and taken from sword and mace ; then might 
you see knights and horses and men-at-arms go down ; then might 
you see arms and hands and legs and heads hewn off ; and besides 
the dead that fell, many a wounded man, that never rose again, for 
the sore press there was. The din and uproar were so great from 
this side and from that, that God might have thundered and no man 
would have heard it ! (ireat was the medley, and dire and parlous 
was the fight on botli sides ; but the Tartars had the best of it. 

In an ill hour indeed, for the king and his people, was that battle 
begun, so many of them were slain therein, and when they had con- 
tinued fighting till midday the king’s troops could stand against the 
Tartars no longer ; but felt that they were defeated, and turned and 
fled. And when the Tartars saw them routed they gave chase, and 
hacked and slew so mercilessly that it was a piteous sight to see. 
But after pursuing a while they gave up, and returned to the wood 
to catch the elephants that had run away, and to manage this they 
had to cut down great trees to bar their passage. Kven then they 
would not have been able to take them without the help of the kings 
own men who had been captured, and knew belter how to deal with 
the beastsr than the Tartars did. The elephant is an animal that 
hath more wit than any other; but in this way at last tht*y were 
caught, more than 200 of them. And it was from this lime forth that 
the Great Khan began to keep numbers of elephants. ( Vule “The 
Book of .Ser Marco Polo ” II. See note “ Ngasaung^gyan 1277 ” 
P- 336.) 

Phe Chinese advanced with 3,Soo men to Kaun^sin in 
Uhamo district, and havings destroyed a large number of 
abandoned stockades, found the heat excessive and returned. 
But the Burmese were untcachable, and again raided the 
frontier. Therefore the Chinese advanced in 1283 and 
smashed a Burmese army at Kaungsin, inflicting 10,000 
casualties and leaving garri.sori.s in the area. 

Such events made a deep impression on the Burmese, who 
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record that the very gods fought in heaven, and that, long 
before mortal messengers could arrive, the guardian spirits of 
the city gates, bleeding from arrow wounds, wakened the 
sleeping palace with the news of doom. Narathihapate had 
pulled down hundreds of pagodas to build defences for the 
capital. But he did not wait to see whether the Chinese were 
really coming or not. He fled in panic and is therefore 
known as Tarokpyemin, “ the king who fled from the Chinese.” 
There were not sufficient boats to accommodate the whole 
palace, and he ordered the slave-women to be bound hand and 
foot and thrown into the river lest they should fall into the 
enemy's power; but the primate protested, so they were 
allowed to stay and take their chance. The court fled to 
Dalla and thence to Ba.ssein, where the king's eldest son, 
Uzana, loyally received them. The rest of the country south 
of Prome was openly in revolt, and the outlying vassals such 
as Arakan paid no more worship to a setting sun. The 
Tartars, of course, did not advance on Pagan, for the Emperor 
consistently refused to sanccion an invasion ; Narathihapate 
might have saved himself the trouble of running away and 
ruining whatever little prestige he had left ; and when he sent 
a celebrated monk of Thitseinggyi in Shwebo district to 
Yiinnan admitting defeat and offering humble submission, he 
received a sympathetic reply. 

And the King took counsel with Queen Saw and others saying 
“ Shall we go up to our royal city of Pagan, or shall we tarry here 
and collect our armies ? ” Queen Saw spake into his ear “ ’Tis easy 
to say, we shall go up : but how are we to go ? Consider the state 
of the realm. Thou hast no folk nor people, no host around thee. 
If thou enter thy city without them, it will go hard with thee if thou 
fall into the enemy’s hand. Thy country men and country women 
tarry and will not enter thy Kingdom. They fear thy dominion ; for 
thou, O King, art a hard master. Therefore I, thy servant, spake to 
thee of old. . . . Bore not thy country’s belly — that is, cast not re- 
proach upon the rich when they are guiltless, for they are as the belly 
of thy Kingdom. Seize not nor six)il them of their goods and gold 
and silver. When rich men died, though they had sons and daughters 
to inherit, they gat not their inheritance. To seize their goods and 
squander them till all is gone, this is to bore thy country’s belly. 
Abase not thy country’s forehead —that is, deal not harshly in thy 
reckless choler with thy chief counsellors, thy faithful captains, who 
are as thy country’s forehead. Kell not thy country’s banner — that 
is, wax not wroth nor rage blindly against the wise men, monks and 
hermits, who are as thy country’s banner. Pluck not out thy country’s 
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eye — that is, be not wroth and furious as a devil, without let or 
thwarting' of thine anger, against thy wise chaplains learned in the 
Pitakas and Vedas, who are as thy country’s eye, lireak not thy 
country’s tusk -that is, do not chafe and fume, regardless of the 
future, against the members of thy family, who are as thy country’s 
tusk. Sully not thy country’s face — that is, take not by force 
another’s son or daughter who are as the mirror of their parents, 
their husbands, or sons, for such are as thy country’s face. Cut 
not thy country’s feet and hands-— that is, kill not in anger, regard- 
less of the future and the pre.sent, thy soldiers who are as thy country’s 
feet and hands.” And the King said “ My Queen, thou didst not 
tell me all these things before ! ” 

And the Queen continued saying “ O King, this is not all. Kven 
now Thihathu hath reached Prome, his province. Doubt not but 
Thihathu will be thy bane.” But the King said “Nay. Did 1 not 
alone save his life.? When his brother held him in iron fetters and 
led him away to die, I took and saved him alive. He at least will do 
me no harm. I will get me to Prome and gather mine army, and 
thence will I go up to my royal city of Pagan.” 

.So they went upstream in disarray, without \inion or order. And 
when they reached the port of Prome, Thihathu stopped the roy.^! 
raft, and putting poison in food he offered it and said “ O King, eat ! ” 
But the King wist that there was death in the dish, and he would not 
eat. When Thihathu heard it he caused three thousand soldiers to 
go and stand around the royal raft with gleaming swords unsheathed 
within their hands. And Saw the Queen spake into his ear “O 
King, all this hath befallen because thou wouldsi not hearken to my 
words of old. And now it is nobler for thee to eat of the poisoned 
dish and die, than to meet a fearful death with thy blood gushing red 
at point of sword and lance and weapon.” Then he took the ring 
from off his finger, and poured libation of water over it, and gave it to 
Queen Saw. And he made a solemn vow saying “ In all the lives 
wherein I wander through eternity until I reach Nirvana, may I never 
have man child born to me again ! ” And he took the food and ate ; 
and even as he ate, swift death seized him and he passed beyond. 
{Hmanftan I. 361.) 

Now that Narathihapate was murdered and the country was 
in disorder, the Yiinnan commanders would no longer be 
baulked of their prey. They had living among them, to 
strengthen their disregard of imperial orders, Kubla Khan's 
spirited grandson, and with him at their head they fought their 
way down to Pagan with a loss of 7,000 men, occupied the 
city, and received the homage of the kingdom, sending out 
detachments one of which reached Tarokmaw below Prome. 

Thus perished Pagan amid the blood and flame of the 
Tartar Terror. Her wide dominions were parcelled out into 
Shan satrapies owing fealty to China and Siam, her kindly 
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peace fled before the advancing shadows of internecine strife. 
If the men whose day-dreams became incarnate in the temples 
of Pagan were also swarthy tyrants whose peevish frown spelt 
death, whose harems were filled with slave-women, that is only 
to say they were as other kings of their time. But whatever they 
were, the legacy of their fleeting sway has enriched posterity 
for ever. It was they who made the sun-s orched wilderness, 
the solitary plain of Myingyan, to blc ^om forth into the 
architectural magnificence of Pagan, if they produced no 
nation-builder like Simon de Montfc rt, ro lawgiver like Ed- 
ward 1., they unified Burma for mon than two centuries, and 
that in itself was an achievement. But their role was aes- 
thetic and religious rather than political. To them the world 
owes in great measure the preservation of Theravada Buddhism, 
one of the purest faiths mankind has ever known. Brahmanism 
had strangled it in the land of its birth ; in Ceylon its existence 
was threatened again and again ; east of Burma it was not yet 
free from prie.stly corruptions ; but the kings of Burma never 
wavered, and at Pagan the stricken faith found a city of refuge. 
Vainglorious tyrants build themselves lasting sepulchres, but 
none of these men has a tomb. It is a mistaken sentiment 
which contrasts the old-time splendour of Pagan with the mat 
huts of to-day. Then as now hut jostled temple and housed 
even the great ; the two were not antithetic but correlative : 
these men’s magnificence went to glorify their religion, not to 
deck the tent wherein they camped during this transitory life. 
Those who doubt the reality of a populous city given up to 
the spiritual, should read the numberless inscriptions of the 
period, richly human and intensely devout ; contemplate the 
sixteen square miles at Pagan, all dedicated to religion ; con- 
trast each separate brick from the depths of a great pile with 
the rubble of Norman pillars ; reflect that each temple was 
built not in generations but in months ; remember how short 
was the period when Pagan was inhabited ; think of the literary 
activities of the Kyaukku Onhmin ; add to all this our natural 
preconception of the conditions necessary to the production of 
great religious art ; and then say whetkoi* those campaigns for 
a tooth, those heart searchings over the loss of a white elephant, 
at which we smile, are not rather possessed of a significance 
as deep to men of the age as the quest of the Holy Grail had 
for Arthurian knights. 
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{a) Ava pp. 75-109 
(d) Pp:GU pp. 110-22 
(c) Toungoo pp. 123-5 

The Great Khan accepted the conquest of Burma now that 
it was an accomplished fact, and for the next two and a half 
centuries the princelets who ruled the various parts of Upper 
and even of Lower Burma usually held authority under the 
Chinese seal. Technically they were Chinese governors ; 
actually they were the native chieftains who would have 
ruled there in any case, and they did as they pleased. 

Since the Nanchao barrier .states (p. 13) were henceforth 
the Chinese province of Yunnan, the road lay open and there 
was no longer any impediment to communication with Burma. 
That being so, we should now witness a marked advance in 
Burme.se culture, for China posses.ses the greatest civili.sation 
in the East. What we actually witness is the exact opposite : 
for the next two and a half centuries there is a marked decline. 
Instead of the great dynasty with the refining influence of the 
palace, we have half a dozen squabbling little courts, all of 
them, even when not positively barbarous, busily engaged 
in degrading the country with civil war. Sacred literature 
languishes, and if pagodas continue to be built, most of them 
are of a sort which might just as w^ell remain unbuilt, while 
even the best cannot be mentioned in the same breath as the 
temples of Pagan. When at length the darkness lifts, it is 
from the opposite direction to China that two rays of light 
appear : one is a religious revival from Ceylon, the other is 
the birth of vernacular literature.* 

Indeed it was not the Tartars who destroyed the Pagan 


^ See note " Chiiie.se in.scription p. 337. 
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monarchy. It collapsed temporarily under the defeat but 
could have risen again had it been a real government. The 
Tartars did not wish to upset existing conditions, and gave 
the royal family every sup[X>rt in re-establishing itself. It 
was washed away by a wave of migration which was beyond 
the control of a purely dynastic government. What we are 
now to witness is not so much a series of internal squabbles 
as a racial movement affecting all Indo-China ; the Shans 
swarm south, east, and west. In 1229 they founded the 
Ahom kingdom of Assam along the Brahmaputra river, about 
the same time they made themselves felt in Tenasserim, in 
1294 they raided north Arakan, and in 1350 they founded 
the kingdom of Siam — Siam is the same word as Shan, and 
she is simply the greatest of Shan states. In Burma they 
overran the entire country, swamping Burman and Talaing 
alike. To-day they are the most numerous race in Indo- 
China, numbering eighteen million. 
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Aktkr municring his father, Thihatliu did not go to Upper 
Burma, for he knew it was no use trying to murder Tartars. 
He murdered three of his brothers — the nearest he could get 
to the Ma.s.sacrc of the Kinsmen (p. 33S)-- and then tried to 
recover the Delta. He went to Bassein but instead of trying 
to make common cause with its lord, his eldest brother 
U'/ana, he hacked him in pieces as he lay ill in bed. He then 
attacked his other brother Kyawswa at Dal la but was driven 
off. S ) he went to Pegu where Tarabya, the lord who had 
rebelled, shut his gates and stood on the wall hurling insults 
which stung Thihathu into coming out with a bow to .shoot 
him in such fury that he succeeded only in making the arrow 
hit himself, with fatal results. 

The surviving son Kyawswa returned to Pagan where he 
paid annual tribute and in 1297 .sent his eldest son to receive 
investiture from the liLinperor himself, not as king of Burma, 
for the kingdom had ceased to exist, but as prince of the Upper 
Burma state. This state lasted till 1555 and ran from Myedu 
in Shwebo district and Bangyi in Monyua district to below 
Proine, and from I.aungshe in Pakokku district to Kyaukse; 
sometimes its authority was real in thi.s area, but sometimes 
it was not, and from the first the rulers of places such as the 
recently founded Touiigoo (p. 123) were independent chiefs 
rather than governors. 

At the same time as he invested Kyawswa, the Plmperor 
sent a seal to Athinhkaya as prince of Myinsaing in Kyauk.se 
district ; Hsenwi had been similarly recognised in 1289, and 
Mohnyin^ in 1296. Athinhkaya was eldest of the Three Shan 
Brothers who now became the real rulers of Upper Burma; 


^ Pfirkfrr Precis.” 
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the second was Yazathinkyan chief of Mekkaya, the youngest 
Thihathu chief of Pinle. Their towns, all in Kyaukse district, 
command passes into the Shan hills and were exactly where 
a chieftain ruling over hill and plain would fix his stronghold 
— to command the plain and afford easy escape to his 
ancestral highlands. They were sons of a hill chiefs who owing 
to a family quarrel had fled in 1260 to Myinsaing where there 
was already a Shan colony ; he settled and proceeded to have 
these three sons and a daughter who married Thihathu, the 
parricide prince of Prome, for the family rose in favour and 
Narathihapate entrusted them with the Kyaukse area. The 
Three Brothers were not quite such savages as some of the 
later Shan rulers of Upper Burma, for they had been bred at 
Narathihapate’s court Probably they were loyal so long as 
the monarchy was unshaken ; but when it fell they went their 
own way and had every temptation to do so because, being in 
power at Kyaukse, the granary of Upper Burma, they could 
control the kingdom through its food supplies. 

When Kyawswa received the investiture brought back from 
the Chinese court by his son, he was so pleased that he sum- 
moned a great meeting of all his lieges to hear the reading of 
the imperial rescript. But the Shan brothers would not attend, 
and in 1298 they plotted with the dowager queen Saw, who 
thought Kyawswa was not paying her sufficient attention. 

Queen Saw spake unto the king saying “ My Lord’s ancestor 
Anawrahta founded eleven villages in the Kyaukse rice land, and 
the fields thereof are fair as the fields of Pegu. Let my Lord go and 
see them, and worship at the pagoda on Pyetkaywe Mill.” And the 
king believed her and went with a host of all four arms, and when 
he was come to Kyaukse he ascended to the Thalyaung pagoda and 
looked forth from the top of the hill, and lo ! he beheld the monastery * 
built at M yinsaing by the Three Shan brothers. And he asked “ What 
is that shining there ? ” And queen Saw, being of one mind with the 
ministers, answered “It is the offering made by us and the Three 
Brothers on behalf of my Lord. Let my Lord go there and ask a 
blessing on it.” And the king went there unheeding to ask a blessing 
on it, for he believed her. But when he was come to Myinsaing the 
Tliree Brothers made him wear the yellow robe and shave his head 
and dwell under a guard in that monastery. \Hmannan I. 368.) 

* “ Chief of Beinnaka town ” says Hmamian I. 366. But G UB 1 . i. igS says 
heinnaka simply means “ a man.’' 

-Together with it the Three Brothers built the Nandawye pagoda. 
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Having set up his sixteen-year-old son Sawhnit they re- 
ported to Yiinnan that Kyawswa was justly deposed for asking 
Chiengmai to send an army into Burma, and for intercepting 
envoys whom the new Talaing state of Pegu was sending to 
Yiinnan. 

What had really happened was that they had murdered 
Kyawswa with his eldest son, his monk and a hundred principal 
followers, alleging him to be in league with the Chinese to 
enslave the country. He was chained by the' leg in a pigsty 
while they seized his harem ; at his death he said “ None of 
my ancestors were ever executed with the sword. Either 
throw me into the river or strangle me.” So they strangled 
him, and buried him under the palace threshold ; but a tempest 
raged for seven days and his ghost appeared complaining of 
such ill treatment ; so they cremated his remains and cast them 
into the river ; then the tempest subsided.^ They also burnt 
Pagan, killed such Chinese as were settled there, killed some 
more princes, forcibly seized the princesses, and went raiding 
beyond Male (in Shwebo district), then in the area occupied 
by the Yiinnan government. 

Scions of the fallen house applied to the Emperor for pro- 
tection. The Yiinnan commandant asked leave to march with 
6,000 men, but the Emperor, in granting sanction, authorised 
up to 12,000, remarking that it was best to be on the safe side, 
as the rumour about Chiengmai sending help might turn out 
to be true. The expedition marched in 1300 and besieged 
the Brothers in three walled towns at Myinsaing. On their 
walls the Brothers mounted balistae, and in one as.sault the 
Chinese lost 500 men through the arrows, blocks of stone, 
and beams which were hurled down on the stormers. 

Finally the Brothers bought off the commanders with 800 
taels of gold and 2,200 taels of silver (66 lb. of gold and 
183 of silver), and they withdrew to Yunnan after letting their 
men help on the Kyaukse irrigation works, constructing 
Thindwe canal. At the high feast that followed their departure, 
Thihathu the Shan Brother danced and sang in triumph ; the 
words of the song‘^ were his own and they ran : 

^ See note ** Royal drowning" p. 338. Kyawswa blends with the warrior 
prince Minrekyawswa (p. 95) to form the Minkyawswa Nat spirit, Temple 56. 

'^Anthology 6. 
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The Chinks came down the passes. 
Roaring, boys, roaring ; 

The rain of their arrows 
Pouring, boys, pouring. 

This is the end of Chinese interference resulting from the 
1287 expedition, but none the less there was trouble for those 
commanders when they reached home. This is the relevant 
extract from the Chinese record : 

The civil councillor and the pacificator had already surrounded the 
city, and the food and fuel were exhausted. The Burmese were just 
on the point of capitulating when these two individuals accepted a 
heavy bribe to withdraw their troops, the pretext being that the 
climate was hot and malarious. Let them be executed. 

Men now deserted Ragan, for she was clearly ill-omened. But 
there were probably other reasons as well. Whether the 
climate had hitherto been fertile or not (p. 15), it was certainly 
unfertile now, and the soil of Myingyan district assumed its 
present desolate and barren aspect. Denudation of the forests 
to provide fuel for pagoda bricks had doubtless lessened the 
rainfall, and extensive irrigation at Kyaukse might attract 
rainfall thither from Pagan. 

Crops grow there, but not in such quantity as to supply a 
city of some 50,000 inhabitants who eat rice. There was rice in 
the Delta, but it was far away and in any case it was not to be 
had, for the Delta was now under a hostile chief. There was 
rice in Kyaukse, but a capital there would be too far from the 
country’s one highway, the Irrawaddy river. It was necessary 
to find a site which should be on the Irrawaddy and accessible 
to the rice of Kyaukse. 

The obvious site was Ava in Sagaing district, where the 
Myitnge river brought down the grain boats from Kyaukse. 
But the omens were adverse to Ava, and as the ancients in 
their wisdom knew better than to disregard omens, Thihathu 
the Shan Brother ceased to consider Ava and in 1312 set up 
his Golden Palace at Pinya nearby. He had only himself to 
consider now, for one of his elder brothers had died and he had 
just poisoned the other. The opening of the palace was a 
great event, and at the feast the dowager queen Saw presented 
a golden be*lt and a golden tray which had been handed down 
in the royal family since the time of Anawrahta 1044-77. 
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She had no children and she had lon^ accepted the Shan as 
one of the family. He was worth accepting for he had all 
power, and the Three Brothers certainly became part of the 
family when they seized the harem. 

Thihathu built pagodas and shared the merit with the son 
of Kyawswa, the master he had murdered. This son Sawhnit 
1298-1325 and his son Uzana 1325-69 continued to rule Pagan 
as myosa governors, and with them the dynasty of Anawrahta 
ended, save on the distaff side where it merged with the new 
rulers. 

The only specific mention of the Ari after their overthrow 
by AnawTahta (p. 26) occurs in connection with Thihathu*s son 
Sawyun who in 1314 enumerated Ari among his armed 
retainers; apparently they were like the warrior abbots of 
contemporary Christendom. 

Unlike some of his succe.ssors, Thihathu was a Buddhist, 
with a monk as his teacher, and the 1829 chroniclers regard 
him as a wise ruler ; thus, he would tell one of his sons to 
attack another in his fief, and meanwhile warn the second son 
that the first was marching against him. His family ruled till 
1364. His son Sawyun .set up at Sagaing in 1315 a line 
which held the north and west independently of the elder 
branch at Pinya. 

The Shans, having dwelt so long in isolated valleys, seem 
to have inherited centrifugal instincts, and for the next two 
centuries Burma was the victim of separatist tendencies. 
Taungdwingyi, with Toungoo, probably under Burmans, and 
Kyaukse, probably under Shan. invaders, revolted. Yet amidst 
such revolts the following inscription (xcurs : — 

This realm of Pagan is so named because it is the fairest and 
dearest of lands. It is also called Ariinaddana because its people 
are warriors who vanquish their foes, and even its name is terrible. 
Its folk are free from pain or danger, they are skilled in every art, 
they possess the tools of every craft, they are wealthy, the revenues 
are past telling and the land is full of useful things. Verily it is a 
land more to be desired than fairy land. It is a glorious realm and 
its people are famed for their splendour and power. The monastery 
I have built stands to the east of the capital. (Year 1343, Tun 
Nyein 134.) 

The memory of Pagan must have seemed like a golden age to the 
donor of the inscription, Narathihapate's daughter Mi Saw U, 
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who was queen to her brother Kyawswa 1287-98 and to his 
supplanter Thihathu i3i2-24« Of her sons, one resigned the 
crown in high dudgeon and entered a monastery on finding 
that his brother and successor,^ Ngasishin 1343-50, had collected 
no fewer than five white elephants. 

At Sagaing the family assassinated each other and finally 
the state there passed to a kinsman by marriage. Then 
Narathu, chief of the Pinya state, angry at an outsider s eleva- 
tion in Sagaing, asked the Maw Shans to oust him. The 
Maw Shans had long been in their states to the north, but 
now they were doubtless greatly strengthened by immigration. 
They accepted the invitation and swarmed down on Sagaing. 
Its lord made his elephant drunk on fermented rice, opened 
the gate, and let it loose on the Shans. But, maddened by 
their darts, it ran back into the town, knocking down the 
houses. What with the Shans outside and the elephant inside, 
the townfolk all stampeded into the jungle, so that when the 
Shans entered they found nothing but two old men. But they 
remembered that there were plenty of people in Pinya to 
carry off as slaves, so they crossed the river, looted Pinya, and 
went home rejoicing with three white elephants. Narathu 
regretted his invitation, for they carried him away also. 
Crowds of Burmans fled to Toungoo,^ and with this year 1364 
such migrations became a regular feature during the Shan 
irruption into Upper Burma, so that Toungoo became the 
stronghold of the Burmese race. 

After the Maw Shans had departed, Thadominbya 1364-8, 
one of the Sagaing family, killed off his kinsmen (p. 338) who 
stood in his way there and at Pinya, drained the swamps round 
Ava, and built the town. It was usually the Burmese capital 
during the next five centuries ; till two generations ago the 
English, like the Chinese, referred to Burma as Ava, and for 
the Shans the king of Burma was till the end “ The Lord of 
the Golden Palace at Ava.” 

On his mother’s side Thadominbya was descended from 
the Three Brothers and his father v/as a Shan notable of 
Tagaung through whom he claimed descent from the primitive 
Pyusawti lineage. He proved his primitive origin in various 

* He is the Ngasishin Nat spirit, TempU 57. 

^ Tun Nyein 149. 
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ways, such as killing a Toungoo rebel and eating a meal on 
the corpse's chest. One of his right hand men was a dacoit 
whom he captured and raised to high office instead of torturing 
him to death as he had originally intended ; however, this 
method of selection was occasionally used as late as 1885. 

His country was in uproar to the south. In 1359 Toungoo 
had raided Kyaukse and still went its own way. He reduced 
Taungdwingyi in Magwe district, but while trying to take 
Sagu he was seized with small-pox. As he lay dying at the 
age of 25, a pagan who had no respect for Buddhism, he told 
an officer to return to the palace and kill his queen .Saw 
Umma lest she should pass to another man. The officer went 
upstream to the palace and told her his orders, so she then 
and there married him. She was of the fallen i^agan house, 
and, as part of the regalia, had already i^assed through the 
hands of four Pinya chiefs in succession. The couple now 
executed everyone who opposed them, crossed over to Sagaing, 
and ruled there. But the ministers w^ould not have them, and 
hawked round the crown, till at last 

Minkyiswasawke 1368-1401 accepted it. He drove out 
the Sagaing couple ; the husband absconded and Saw Uiiima 
was given to the officer who captured her. Minkyiswasawke 
was descended from the parricide Thihathu's union with the 
Shan sister, and so could claim from both Narathihapate 
1254-87 and the Shan Brothers. As a child of two he had 
been carried away into captivity with his brothers and father, 
the lord of Thayetmyo, when king Minhti of Arakan raided it 
in 1333. So he was brought up in Arakan; on his release 
he became thugyi of Amyin in Sagaing district and when he 
became king he made an Arakanese monk his primate.^ 

He now built the Zidaw weir in Kyaukse district and 
repaired the embankment of Meiktila lake. While superintend- 
ing work on the lake he met a villager of Wunzin and finding 
him learned in ancient traditions called him to court where he 
became famous as the wise minister Wunzinminyaza and lived 
till 1422. 

In 1371 Minkyiswasawke met Binnya U, king of Pegu ; 


* Tun Nyein 146, 159. He also built Shwethetlut pagoda at Thayetmyo in 
*.373 commemorate the saving of his life when carried away as a child. 
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they exchanged their betel boxes, spittoons, and such like 
articles of pomp, and delimited the frontier together. But 
when Razadarit ascended the throne of Pegu in 1385, his 
uncle wrote to Minkyiswasawke ofiFering to hold Pegu as a 
vassal state if he would help to oust Razadarit : — 

I, Laukpya, lord of Myaungmya, bow at thy feet, O king of the 
Golden Palace at Ava, and pray that thou march against Razadarit 
before he is firm upon his throne. I will bring men by water. When 
we have conquered him, do thou keep the heart-wood and leave me 
the bark {Razcidarit Ayedawpon). 

This started a war between the Upper Burma and Talaing 
states which lasted a generation. Although Pegu town was 
never captured and finally held its own, the fighting 
was almost entirely in the Delta. Possibly it was a war 
of migration, in that the main avenue of Shan pressure 
was from the north and the Ava state, thus reinforced, was 
able to swarm down on Pegu. The Burmese base was Prome 
and their usual line of advance was down the Hlaing river to 
Dagon, sometimes with another string of levies going down 
the Sit tang valley from Toungoo. With them marched con- 
tingents from allied states, such as Mohnyin, Kale, Yawnghwe ; 
indeed the Talaings sometimes refer to their adversaries as 
simply ** the Shans.” The total strength of the invaders would 
usually be about 12,000.^ This went on every other year or 
so, both sides going home for the rains, and there was no 
warfare in any sense understood by the regular soldier. Now, 
as to the end of time, it was desultory irregular fighting, 
consisting largely of ambushes and skirmishes. Occasionally 
some determined leader would bring about a battle in which 
there would be real fighting, and then men could be brave 
and destructive. But the casualties mentioned are seldom 
more than a decimal per cent, of the numbers engaged and it 
is difficult to avoid the impression that most of the fighting was 
of the type not uncommon in mediaeval countries, when there 
was as much shouting as killing and the wretched villagers 
were the chief sufferers. Not improbably it resembled the 
fighting which a professional soldier- witnessed between 

J Partly because the llmannan figure is usually 120,000 and the chronicles 
habitually ovcfestimatc by ten, see “ Numerical Note ” p. 333. 

Cruvfnrd II. 39. 
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Burmans and Talaings in 1827 when “ the courage and conduct 
of both parties were on the very lowest scale.” 

The energy which should have been directed to reaching 
a decision was dissipated on tortuous strategems. Thus, a 
commander would desert to the enemy, complaining of oppres- 
sion, and fight bravely on their side until the critical moment 
arrived when he would reveal his true colours with great effect. 
An ambassador would be arrested and held as hostage. A 
lord would ask the enemy prince to receive him and his wife 
as they were in fear of their lives ; and when the enemy prince 
came by boat to meet the distressed lady at the appointed 
place, her curtained barge would suddenly disgorge a band 
of armed men. One side would invite the other to discuss 
terms at a pagoda, and ride up on elephants with daggers 
concealed in their clothes, but on the way one of the lords 
would relent and shout a warning to the enemy lords as 
they came riding along ; he is called upon by the infuriated 
king to explain why he gave away the plot, and the delighted 
chronicler is thus enabled to put into his mouth a noble reply 
on the imperative necessity of honourable dealing. A besieged 
commander forges a letter from his king announcing his early 
arrival with overwhelming forces, sends men out with this 
letter and they pretend to get in again through the lines of 
the besiegers who capture them, read the letter, and beat a 
terrified retreat. A leader challenges the enemy’s best com- 
mander to single combat in war canoes, and when his canoe 
is fully engaged, three other war canoes, which have been 
concealed, dart out and finish him. 

The ideal of Burmese warriors was cunning. Yet there 
are less unattractive stories, some of which probably happened 
at one time or another, and in any case thjey mirror the mind 
of the people. The commanders and even kings sometimes 
challenge each other to single combat, and actually fight, 
though seldom with serious results, partly no doubt because 
they felt due respect for their august skins, but also because 
it was mainly an affair of elephants, and one of the two 
elephants would find the other too strong for him, unlock his 
tusk, and turn tail. Or take the following Burmese account 
of a Talaing exploit in 1415 when Minrekyawswa, the famous 

6 * 
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Burmese prince, is besieging Dalla, defended by prince 
Binnyadala, son of king Razadarit. The town starves and 
Razadarit sends gold so that the besieged may buy food — how, 
the chronicler does not explain. The gold is smuggled into 
the town by Emuntaya, a Talaing officer from Pegu, who deserts 
to the Burmese until they let him fight close up to the walls, 
whereupon he slips into the town. 

Then prince Minrekyawswa shouted out to prince Binnyadala 
Emuntaya spake uiftruth and hath done me disrespect. By guile 
hath he entered the town. But if he can come out and return to his 
king, I will give him great gifts.’* When prince Binnyadala told 
these words to Emuntaya, he said “ Son of my glorious master, tell 
them that Emuntaya will go up to Pegu to-morrow.*’ And the Burmese 
shouted “ Hath Emuntaya wings to fly above ? Or is he a snake 
that can creep beneath ? He entered the town by guile only.” And 
Emuntaya answered them “ 1 shall win forth, keep what guard ye 
please.” And prince Minrekyawswa charged his captains saying 
“To-morrow Emuntaya will come forth, saith he. Keep ye watch to 
take him.” And they kept double watch by land and w'ater. But 
Emuntaya gave unto the king’s son Binnyadala the five vfss of gold 
that the king had entrusted unto him, and then he made the counsel- 
lors and captains go far away, and before dawn he caused men to 
make a raft of plantain trees, and he thrust his sword inside one of 
the trees. And he made himself appear like a corpse, smearing his 
cheeks and ears with turmeric, and wrapping his body round with old 
matting. And four or five women let down their hair and beat their 
breasts and wept as they wailed “ Other husbands cleave to wife and 
child through good and ill, and forsake them not in war or famine. 
But thou hast forsaken us and gone away. What shall we do, 
thy wife and orphans, in this cruel war, this cruel famine ? ” Thus 
wailing they lifted up the corpse, while the Burmese soldiers who 
were near the Shan- Death gate of the town looked on. Gently the 
women laid the body on the plantain raft, with an earthen dish and a 
cup of rice and a chicken ; and they lit oil lights and placed them at 
the head, and pushed forth the raft into the middle of the stream. 
And the women followed it beating their breasts and weeping and 
crying aloud “ Shalt thou forsake us thus ? ” But the raft floated 
along and came near to a Burmese boat, and the Burmese said “See I 
It is a corpse,” and they pushed it away with a bamboo. And the 
raft was carried up stream by a strong P >od tide, and when it was 
come to Ta-paw-ta-ngauk [in Pegu district near Kyauktan], because 
it was now far from the Burmese boats, Emuntaya took his sword 
from out the plantain log and went up to Pegu. . . . And prince 
Minrekyawswa sent a messenger to Pegu . . . and the messenger 
asked king Razadarit saying “My master asks if it be true that 
Emuntaya hath returned to thee, as men say.” And king Razadarit 
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called Emuntaya and he came before the messenger. And when the 
messenger saw him, he gave him a horse with golden trappings and a 
velvet robe from prince Minrekyawswa. i^Hmannan II. 44.) 

Minkyiswasawke attacked such places as Pankyaw north of 
Pegu, Hmawbi, Dalla, Dagon, and the then town of Hlaing, 
and after succeeding in some cases in spite of the mosquitoes,^ 
would withdraw for the rains. In 1390 Razadarit captured 
Myaungmya with its rebel lord whose son Nawrahta and son- 
in-law Pyanchi fled to Minkyiswasawke. Nawrahta was made 
lord of Salin and Pyanchi lord of Prome and henceforth they 
are prominent leaders on the Burmese side. In 1391 Razadarit 
cleared the Burmese out of their frontier garri.son Myanaung 
(Lunhse, Kudut) in Hen zada district. Minkyiswasawke tried 
to recapture it but was beaten off with the loss of his own 
golden barge, which the Talaings returned, with a chivalrous 
letter. Also, contrary to usual practice, they treated the 
Burmese wounded humanely and even returned them, for 
Razadarit made several efforts to stop the war and live on 
friendly terms ; but the Burmese always insisted on renewing 
the struggle. 

In 1371 the sawbivas o{ Kale in the Upper Chindwin 
district and Mohnyin in Katha district each applied to 
Minkyiswasawke asking him to help oust the other and 
promising to become tributary. The wise minister Wunzin- 
minyaza .said “ Temporise and let them fight it out till they 
are exhausted and then you can get both.’' I'he king did so, 
and secured a nominal supremacy, but in 1373 Mohnyin raided 
the frontier at Myedu in Shwebo district and the king had so 
much trouble that he sent an embassy to Ylinnan in 1383. 
China thereupon graciously appointed him governor of Ava 
and ordered Mohnyin to behave.*^ In 1393 Mohnyin came 
agaiii in spite of the homily ; the lord of i .egaing in Minbu 
district marched to Tagaung against him but was driven head- 
long into Sagaing town while the Shans burnt the houses and 
monasteries outside the walls until Thilawa of Yametliin came 
up and broke them, pursuing them as far as Shangon (20 miles 
N.W. of Sagaing town) where he heaped their corpses in {)iles. 
Thilawa was a great character. He was brother-in-law to the 
king and had refused the crown in 1368, saying “1 do not 

* llmannan I. 430. - Parker “ Precis.” 
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open my mouth to speak three words a day. You had better 
choose Minkyiswasawke.** He laughed only thrice in his life, 
one occasion being at Yamethin when his wife interrupted a 
cock-fight he was watching to tell him that the Shans were 
rushing the town ; she was so dishevelled that even he smiled ; 
but he finished the cock-fight before driving off the Shans. 

In 1374 the throne of Arakan was vacant and some of the 
faction-ridden people asked Minkyiswasawl to send a king. 
He sent his uncle Sawmungyi, charging iiim to cherish the 
people and rule justly. On Sawmung; (!eath in 1381 he 
sent his own son by the daughter of tht wise minister Wunz-in- 
minyaza ; but this son oppressed the A icanese and soon came 
fleeing back to Ava. 

Like every other chief of Ava, Minkyiswasawke had even 
less control over Toungoo than over other outlying areas. 
But when he found its chief, Pyanchi, becoming friendly with 
Pegu in 1377, he told his brother, lord of Promc, to inveigle 
Pyanchi into a visit and kill him. The king’s brother carried 
out instructions with the skill of an artist. He wrote to 
Pyanchi **Come and marry your son to my daughter.” 
Pyanchi accepted the invitation and came with his son to 
Prome, staying just outside at Nawin where during the night 
his host fell on him unawares, did him to death, and seized 
his retinue and much booty. The king rewarded this exploit 
with rich presents, and the 1829 chroniclers who record the 
incident classify him as a king with a most upright hcart.^ 
He died at the age of 70, and after some palace murders was 
finally succeeded by a younger son. 

JVlinhkaung 1401-22 had .been married by his father to 
Shinminauk, a daughter presented by the chief of the Maw 
Shans during a friendly mood at the time when the Talaing 
king Razadarit put to death his own son Bawlawkyantaw 
(p. 1 14). A year later, during her first prej^nancy, she longed 
for strange food from the Delta, so the family asked Razadarit, 
though a foe, to send some. Razadarit consulted with his 
ministers and they perceived that the unborn child must be 
Bawlawkyantaw himself taking flesh again according to his 
dying prayer; they sent the food, such as mangoes from 
Dal la, having bewitched it. 

^ Ihnannan I. 420, ^ 
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The child, prince Minrekyawswa, was born in 1391 and 
was already campaigning at the age of thirteen when he ac- 
companied the 1404 expedition to Arakan. This expedition 
was a reprisal for an Arakanese raid on Yaw and Laungshe 
in Pakokku district. It was completely successful, for the 
Burmese, marching from Minbu up the An Pass where they 
broke the enemy at Hnanwin Hill ^ and killed the leader, prob- 
ably the lord of An, occupied the capital I-aunggyet and 
drove out the king Narameikhla who fled to Bengal. They 
returned after leaving behind as king Anawrahtaminsaw, who 
next year was sent the five regalia and a bride aged thirteen, 
Sawpyechantha, the sister of Minrekyawswa. 

The Onbaung (Hsipaw) and Yawnghwe sazvbwas entered 
into friendly relations with Minhkaung, partly owing to the 
tact of VVunzinminyaza. In 1406 the Burmese, siding with 
Kale, occupied Mohnyin in Katha district, overrunning the 
state and killing the chief China sent an envoy - to expostu- 
late with the Burmese, who withdrew as they would doubtless 
have done in any case. In 1407 Minhkaung, who had 
for years been recognised as governor by China, sent a 
mission to Yiinnan. In 1413 the northern Shan state of 
Hscnwi ravaged the Ava villages and sent some prisoners to 
Pekin, but Minrekyawswa broke the Hsenwi host at Wetwin 
near Mayrnyo, himself killing their leader in single combat on 
his elephant ; in the next year Hsenwi made another foray at 
the instigation of Razadarit, whose envoys travelled via Chieng- 
mai, carrying a considerable weight of gold as an inducement. 
Two Shan brothers, chiefs of Mawke and Mawdon in Shwebo 
district, attacked Myedu until Minrekyawswa drove them oflF 
in 1414; in 1415, while he was away in the Delta, they came 
back and ravaged up to the walls of Ava, which they invested 
for a time.^ 

Taking advantage of the fxilace troubles which attended 
Minhkaung’s accession, Razadarit made several raids, and in 
1406 he came up the Irrawaddy river. It is characteristic of 
Burmese warfare that though he failed to reduce the Burmese 

' Sanwingaing Hill in Ngape township, Minbu district. 

'^Parker “Precis,” BEFEO 1904 Huber “One embassade chinoise en 
Birmanie en 1406.” 

■‘See note “ Smim Payan ” p. 339. 
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garrisons at Prome Myede and Pagan, he simply left them in 
his rear, pressed on straight to Sagaing and camped there, 
raising the white umbrella and beating his drums. Minhkaung 
was taken at a loss and called a great council. Nobody dared 
speak, for after all there was nothing to be said. But at last 
an eminent monk of Pinya came forward saying he had elo- 
quence enough to persuade any king in the universe, and he 
would undertake a parley. Minhkaung consented and the 
monk went forth riding a tall elephant with a golden howdah, 
attended by 300 thadinthon (fasting elders) robed in white, 
300 old men bearing presents, and many elephants also 
loaded with silks and rich gifts. They met Razadarit on 
his great barge moored at O-hteinmaw village, north of 
Shwekyetyet in Mandalay district. There the monk spoke 
holy words on the sin of bloodshed and Razadarit inclined 
his ear. It was the most graceful thing to do, for he could 
not stay for ever in Upper Burma, and although he might 
have devastated as many villages as he liked, he could hardly 
reduce the walled town of Ava. He consented to withdraw 
on the return of a detachment which had gone ravaging up 
to Tagaung ; he even rebuked his men for taking the heads of 
forty of the Shwekyetyet pagoda slaves. 

Having broken up his state barge and built therewith a 
^ayat at the pagoda, he went down-stream with all his host 
and many prisoners from the villages. He had only reached 
Kyauktalon, the landing stage below Ava, when, looking back, 
he saw the smoke ascend from his say at which the Burmese 
were already burning ; and when, lower still, he received news 
of his daughter's capture he could with difficulty be restrained 
from returning. She had been taken by the Prome garrison 
under the son-in-law of his enemy Laiikpya and was now sent 
to the Ava harem. 

Razadarit executed her husband for failing to prevent her 
capture, and as soon as the rains were over he invested Prome. 
On hearing that Minhkaung was coming in great strength 
along the east bank of the Irrawaddy, the Talaing commanders 
Byat Za and Dcinmaniyut wished to withdraw^ all forces to 
the west bank where the majority already lay at Thalesi lower 
down. But the commander of three stockades at Nawin, 
just north of Prome, insisted on being left where he was, and 
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Razadarit consented, over-riding his two senior commanders. 
Minhkaung arrived before he was expected, for his men 
covered the last forty-five miles down the river from Myede in 
a single night, planted their scaling ladders at dawn, and were 
swarming inside the three stockades before the Talaings had 
rubbed the sleep out of their eyes. 

But although Minhkaung killed or captured them all, from 
the commander downwards, the enemy main body was still 
intact on the west bank and now proceeded to send 300 war 
canoes upstream to ravage the villagers as far as Thayetmyo 
and cut his communications. His men had brought nothing 
but what they slung on their shoulders ; in a few days they 
were starving, and he had to ask for terms. Meeting with a 
refusal, he promised his liberty to the captive Tabling com- 
mander, who was father to two of Razadarit^s queens, if he 
could get them to work on RazadariPs feelings. The captive 
commander sent this letter to the two queens in RazadariPs 
camp • — 

.Suffer me not to die a captive in my old aj<c, without niy two 
daughter.^3 to close iny eyes. If I die in a foreign land, iny regret 
will drive me to the four hells. I shall never rest till the two kings 
are at peace. Dear daughters, entreat His Majesty to make peace. 
(Year 1406, J/fnannan I 467.) 

'rhey came weeping into Razadarit’s presence. He con.sulted 
Byat Za, who said “ He went his own way. He let himself 
be taken. It is all one whether he lives or dies." Razadarit 
said to his queens “ I overrode Byat Za once, and see the 
result. I cannot override him again." They therefore sent 
Byat Za rich presents, including a vtss (3*65 lb.) of gold, 
which he promptly returned without an answer. They 
worried the king again, and he again asked Byat Za, who 
said “ I am concerned with my king's victories, not with 
women's feelings." 

But at last, day after day, clinging to Razadarit's knees, 
the two queens had their will and he granted terms. In 
spite of his victory he consented to evacuate Myanaung, 
although he had won it and it was really a Talaing town. 
Both sides exchanged prisoners and the frontier remained as 
before below Prome. The armies fraternised, and Byat Za 
received especial honour in the camp of his Ihirmese enemies. 



90 


SHAN MIGRATION (AVA) 


[1406 


The two princes sent each other richly caparisoned elephants, 
they exchanged their white umbrellas and plate, and they ate 
together in high festival. Before going their several ways, 
they worshipped at the Shwehsandaw pagoda, holding each 
other by the hand as they mounted the steps, and plighting 
their troth to eternal love and friendship. 

Next year, Minhkaung even acceded to Razadarit’s request 
for a marriage alliance and sent his sister in charge of the 
minister Wunzinminyaza to Kawliya in Pegu district where 
she was married to Razadarit amid great rejoicings. Razadarit 
granted Minhkaung the customs revenue of Basse! n. This, 
and the fact that throughout the fifteenth century Tliarrawaddy 
was subject to Prome and was held by a governor who w^as 
appointed, at least nominally, by Ava, suggests that one cause 
of the war was the need of Ava to trade along the Irrawaddy 
as far south as possible. 

Razadarit could hound his devoted wife into her grave, he 
could murder his son and wretched suppliants, but when it 
was necessary to be hard with a purpose he sold his country 
for a woman s tears. At Prome he had held in the hollow of 
his hand the young manhood of the Burmese race, with their 
men of mark from the dynasty downwards, ft was his duty to 
end the struggle for at least a generation. The numbers that 
would have fallen or passed into captivity there would have 
been fewer than those who fell during the succeeding years of 
dreary warfare, and meanwhile his people would have had 
peace. How little the unctuous promises at the Shwehsandaw 
pagoda were worth was soon to appear. 

After the king of Arakan had fled to Bengal (p. 87), his 
son fled to Sandoway, where, hearing that Razadarit was at 
Bassein, he came to pay homage at Bassein and started 
working on RazadariPs feelings so as to get reinstated in 
Arakan. Again, there came Minhkaung s younger brother 
Theiddat (p. 96) ; he had loyally helped Minhkaung to his 
throne, going out to do battle in his stead when he wavered, 
and killing a rival claimant for him ; when in 1407 Minhkaung 
passed him over and appointed Minrekyawswa yuvaiaja 
(crown prince), he was naturally furious, rebelled, fought 
Minhkaung hand to hand on his elephant, and fled to Pegu 
where Razadarit gave him great state. Minhkaung now sent 
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a cavalcade of a hundred men with a letter to the chief of 
Chiengmai. But south of Toungoo they missed their way 
and strayed into the territory of the Talaing governor of 
Zayatmyo who sent them under arrest to his king. Ra^tadarit 
took their papers and read 

Letter from Minhkaung, Lord of the Golden Palace, to the King 
of Chiengmai. Razadarit hatli broken the oath he sware in the holy 
presence of the Shwehsandaw pagoda. . . . Jle hath received my 
younger brother who fled because I corrected him for ill-using me. 
He .sendeth no more his tribute of thirty elephants and the customs 
revenue of Bassein. Whereas he hath thus proved ungrateful and 
faithless, [ will inarch against him. Do thou also, cousin, march by 
way of Sittaung. And when 1 have had my will on Pegu I will give 
thee its virgin daughters and great elephants and horses and all that 
thy heart desireth. {^flmannan L 480.) 

Razadarit said nothing but released the envoys and sent them 
back to Minhkaung with the letter, its seals broken. He also 
told the refugee Arakanese prince to have his way. The 
prince marched home with Talaing commanders whose levies 
had strict orders to refrain from the usual excesses and to 
explain to the i)opulation that they made war not on the country 
but on the Burmese intruders. The people were delighted and 
came to join them on the way. The townsfolk of the capital 
T^aunggyet deserted to them, leaving Anawralitaminsaw in the 
palace with only his Burmese guards round him. The ralaings 
took altogether 3,000 Burmaii.s, probably including the garri- 
son's families, and deported them to the Delta. On arrival 
there, Aiiawrahtaminsaw ^ w^as executed and his little queen 
Sawpyechantha passed into Razadarit’s harem, not however 
as a concubine but as a full queen. 

When her father Minhkaung heard the news he burst into 
fury and called a council. He might as well not have called 
it, for he would listen to nothing it said. In vain did Wunzin- 
minyaza and the commanders point out the madness of march- 
ing now% for by the times the levies were raised and had 
reached the Delta, the rains would be on and the Talaing laud 
would be a swamp. Minhkaung would not listen. Raging 
through the May heat he marched down from Toungoo with 
crow'ds of levies who swarmed over the hapless country like 

^He merges with Nawrahta fp. 105) into the Shwenawralita Nat spirit, 
Temple 56, 
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locusts, ravaging villages by the score. But at Pankyaw, north 
of Pegu, he was checked and had to stockade hin^self. The 
rain never ceased night nor day, his communications were cut, 
he had no supplies, and soon he was asking for terms again 
and proposing more marriage alliances. The Talaings took 
good care that his envoys should see Sawpyechantha waiting 
humbly on her new lord, but they granted no terms, and pro- 
ceeded to devise a series of tricks which the chroniclers regard 
as profound strategy. Once they nearly ambushed Minhkaung 
with the aid of his refugee brother Theiddat and though 
Minhkaung got away, Razadarit executed Theiddat for having 
relented at the critical moment and shouted a warning. The 
series ended with his sending Lagunein, one of the Talaing 
heroes throughout these years, to slay Minhkaung while a.sleep. 

Lagunein chose twelve brave men. They took swords and spears 
and after the second hour of the night they came to king Mmlikaiing’s 
camp and went round spying it. On the north side they saw where 
the moat was shallow and the guards few and the fence weak. Now 
there was an okhne bush [Streblus asper, Lour,] outside, so they hid 
thereunder, and took two slakes out of the fence and entered in. Three 
men he left at the okhne bush ; three he left behind, charging them “If 
the captain riseth up, cut him down”; three he left at the elephant 
sheds, charging them “If men wake, cut the elephant fastenings”; 
three lie took with him and they went in uinler the royal hut. And 
Lagunein stood on the shoulders of his two < umpanions and cut the 
fastenings and opened the floor and went up on to the hut. 'fhere he 
took tlicl>etel box of king Minhkaung and handed it down to the uumi 
below. Then he took the kingS ruby sword, but when he was about to 
smile him, the coiicul3ine who was set to watch during the night saw- 
him in the light of a lamp and cried aloud “Tailing thief! ” and the 
king awoke and the atlemlants arose in ccinfusion. lUit Ihe three men 
cut the elephant fastenings and many elephants ran loose .so that the 
Burmese said “ It is but a false alarm, it is but the elephants breaking 
loose ■” And Lagunein and those with him escaped, and when they 
arrived out.side he counted his men and they were twelve complettt, and 
they returned. But in the Burmese camp theie was noise for about the 
spare of two hours. And when Lagunein and his men were come, 
Razadarit asked “Is it rlone ? ” and Lagunein answered saving “My 
father and mother tanglit me that he wlio takeih the life of a con- 
secrated king, his life is not long neither hath honour among the 
children of men. Therefore I slew liim iiol, that my days may be 
long to serve thee. And lest thou believe not that I came to his side, 
see here his betel box and his ruby sword.” And when llie betel 
box and ruby sword were shewn to king Minhkaung’s daughter 
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Sawpyediantha, she wept saying “They are his.” And Razadarit 
was well pleased and he said to Lagunein “ I give thee thy life.'' 
{Hmannan I. 487.) Cf. I Samuel xxvi 6-21. 

Next day Minhkaung knew it was not a scare among the 
elephants, for his betel box and sword were missing. He pro- 
ceeded to cut his way out. The devoted men around him saw 
that he got safely through, but his wretched levies were shattered 
“as a bundle of bamboos is broken and scatters.** His queen 
Shinminauk ^ the Maw Shan mother of Minrekyawswa was 
captured in the rout, and the south queen Shin Bo-me fell off 
her elephant and was wandering hoijelessly by the banks of a 
stream when the Master of the Elephants luckily found her. 
Minhkaung could not be troubled with what became of his 
queens or his men, many of whom, including all his sick and 
wounded, were captured; he was busily engaged in performing 
the remarkable feat of reaching Ava in seven days. There he 
was in sucli a state of nerves that he would jump at hearing a 
drum, and even nat spirit dances had to be stopped. He said 
“They’ve got the Maw girl. If they have taken Shin Bo-me 
also, I do not wish to live longer.” When, some days later, 
the Master of the Elephants appeared with Shin Bo-me safe 
and sound, the king was beside himself with joy and over- 
whelmed him with rewards. But subsequently Shin Bo-me, 
vexed at dropping her betel-cutter, happened to utter the 
Master of the Itlephants’ name. The king at once became 
suspicious and questioned him. 

And the Master of the Elephants answered “My lord, from the 
moment I found the queen wanderinj^ by the stream I knew that I 
must die. If I saved her not, she would fall into the enemy’s hand, 
and when she was restored she would tell my lord that though I saw 
her 1 saved her not, and then not only myself but my wife and children 
also would die the death. Rut if I saved her my lord would never 
believe me, and I knew that I should die. Yet in very truth, from 
the day 1 found her, if when we c;imc to rest it was a wood, I built 
her a sleeping place on a tree, w'ith branches tied together, but I and 
the mahout kept watch on the ground till it was dawn, and we placed 
her on the elephant and continued on our way ; and if when we came 
to rest it was a village, wc put her on a house to sleep, but we slept 
on the ground.” And the king said “ Fine words ! ” and they executed 
him. Thereafter he called the mahout and questioned him and he said 

* She is the Anaukmibaya Nat spirit, Temple 56. 
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even as the Master of the Elephants had said. And the king repented 
him exceedingly saying “ I have slain a faithful servant *’ and he gave 
unto the dead man’s son his father’s villages and made him Master of 
the Elephants in his stead. {Hmannan I. 490.) 

Minhkaung s treatment of the Master of the Elephants reached 
the ears of the Talaings, and they made a proverb ^ about it 
— “If you find a man down, leave him down, unless you want 
to be down yourself.” 

After this defeat Minhkaung seldom accompanied an ad- 
vance into Lower Burma but left the war to Minrekyawswa. 
Now that not only his sister Sawpyechantha, but also their 
mother, Shinminauk the Maw Shan, was a prisoner in Kaza- 
darit*s harem, Minrekyawswa became a fiend. “As a croco- 
dile eats his victims, so will 1 rend the flesh of the Talaings” 
he said. Sometimes his men, Shans and Burmans who had 
never seen the sea, lost heavily by being lured into tidal 
swamps. Sometimes both sides would march into Arakan 
and fight round Sandoway. In 1412 Minrekyawswa ousted 
the Arakanese prince whom the Talaings had restored, and in 
1413 the Talaings as promptly marched back and turned out 
the Burmese governors. 

But even when Minrekyawswa was recalled to Ava to deal 
with the Shan trouble which Razadarit had stirred up (p. 87), 
the Talaings were too exhausted to follow him, and he ended 
by making their lives unbearable. Numbers of them were de- 
ported to Upper Burma. Their great captain Byat Za aged 
and ended his days in his fief of Myaungmya, other old 
leaders died off one by one, no fields could be worked in 
Myaungmya and Bassein for terror of the Burmese, and in 
1415 the whole west side paid Minrekya)yswa homage. East- 
wards he came ravaging almost within sight of the Shwemaw- 
daw pagoda and things were in such a pass that a hundred 
Talaings would turn tail at the sight of a couple of Shan- 
Burmans. He kept writing to his father for support, but 
Minhkaung was ageing and said he was a young hot-head who 
overestimated the chances of success. None the less Razadarit 
had only Pegu and Martaban left him and clasped his knees in 
despair, saying “ Why, when I was a lad of sixteen with only 
two score men at my back, I had won half my kingdom. 
Minhkaung has a real son, but you sons of mine are useless.” 

^ Razadarit Ayedawpon, 



MINREKYAWSWA'S DEATH 


95 


Yet finally he had his revenge when in 1417 the raging 
re-incarnation of Bawlawkyantaw (p. 86) came to an end, 
Razadarit, choosing a day when the omens were favourable, 
and trusting to Minrekyawswa’s impetuosity, set out from his 
stockade at Kyattale near Twante, lured Minrekyawswa out 
of his besieging lines at Dalla till he was separated from his 
men, and then, himself heading some thirty lords on their 
elephants, dashed out on him. Minrekyawswa*s elephant, 
maddened with a hundred gashes, shook him off and crushed 
his thigh ; he crawled away under an okhne bush (Streblus 
asper, Lour.), but was found and taken to Razadarit’s camp. 
There he refused Razadarit’s chivalrous advances and died 
during the night, uttering hatred with his last breath.^ 

The news of his death spread consternation among the 
Burmese garrisons in the Delta. Some of the levies collapsed 
and fled back to Ava. Minhkaung came down to Dalla and 
exhumed his son’s bones from where Razadarit had given 
them honourable burial. The whole court knelt by the grave- 
side while they were placed in a gold pot and then, shaded 
by the white umbrella, they were borne solemnly away and 
dropped into the water at Mahtiwa (Pathiwa), the river mouth 
near Twante. There was little more fighting, and the Delta 
was free from the Burmese. 

The Ari-gyi-dp-ahnwe (descendants of the Ari) frequented 
Minhkaung’s palace and drank there, sometimes ending in such 
a condition that they had to be carried back to their monasteries 
in palanquins.^ 

After Minrekyawswa’s death, Minhkaung was heart-broken, 
and spent his remaining years in piety. He was succeeded 
peacefully by his son, born of the Maw Shan queen. 

Thihathu 1422-6 took over his father’s queen Shin Bo-me 
(p. 93) was so fond of her that his first wife retired into 
religion. But he marched into the Delta to help in a quarrel 
among Razadarit’s sons, and when he came back it was with 
their sister Shinsawbu (p. 1 16) as bride ; he crowned her queen 
consort in great state and grew so fond of her that Shin Bo-me 


^ He blends with Kyawswa 1287-98 (p. 77) into the Minkyawswa Nat spirit, 
Temple 56. 

*•* ARASI 1915-16 Duroiselle “ The Ari of Burma and Tantric Buddhism 93, 
See notes “ Ari *’ and ** Drink ” pp. 313, 314. 
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sent a message to the sawbwa of Onbaung (Hsipaw). The 
sawbwa hid in the wood with a bow near where the king was 
making a canal at Aungbinle in Mandalay district, and shot 
him dead. 

But the court would not set the sawbwa on the throne and 
instead appointed the dead kings nine year old son ; him Shiji 
Bo-me poisoned in three months and brought in a cousin of 
the royal house, Kalekyetaungnyo 1426-7, who was supported 
by Onbaung. A senior lord, Mohnyinthado, drove off the 
Onbaung levies and began to encircle Ava. The lords deserted 
Kalekyetaungnyo and withdrew to their fiefs. Shin Bo-me, 
seeing she had too few men to resist, fled with her lover to 
Arakan. They went in a single boat to Salin and then started 
overland for the An Pass. But when near Shwcsettaw, 
Kalekyetaungnyo ^ sickened and died. Shin Bo-me, in despair, 
thought of fleeing to the Talaing country. But the one faithful 
lord who still attended her said “ Many men have seized the 
throne but none has ever harmed the crowned queen of his 
predece.ssor. Abide here and await events." So there in 
the woodland, by the holy hill, she took her rest. 

Mohnyinthado 1427-40 had as good a claim as anyone, 
because recent kings had few sons by recognised ([ueens, and 
he was of semi-royal blood. He had had a romantic career. 
Saying their lives were not safe in the palace because of their 
elder brother, Minkyiswasawke 1368-1401 had turned out his 
little sons Minhkaung 1401-22 and Theiddat (p. 90) in the 
care of some attendants. They lived as wandering minstrels 
and nat spirit dancers, one of the older attendants playing a 
drum, another a horn, and so on. Thus they strayed down to 
Taungdwingyi, and then, crossing over to Minbu district, lived 
at Ngape and Padein. Later the father recalled them, saying 
the lads could take their chance in the palace. When Min- 
hkaung 1401-22 came to reign, he remembered the companions 
of those early days ; he who blew the horn became Letyagyi 
lord of Toungoo 1409-12 and then, being old, was transferred 
to a less arduous charge away from the Talaing frontier. A 
little boy who had followed the two young princes to wait on 
them became Mohnyinthado ; he was one of Minrekyawswa’s 

’ He restored the Shwepaunglaung pagoda in Sagaing district, built in the 
twelfth century by the monk Paunglaung.shin Kaihapa. 



MOHNYINTHADO 


97 


best captains, winning fame in 1406 when he fought his way 
into Prome with pack-ponies carrying rice, and having pro- 
visioned the garrison fought his way out again through the 
Talaing lines; thereupon the king gave him one of his own 
queens together with Mohnyin, which had just then happened 
to come under the influence of Ava. He was forty-seven when 
he ascended the throne. His braves celebrated the event by 
sacrificing horses and cattle to the Mahagiri spirit on Popa 
Hill, but after they were flayed the carcases stood up and 
bellowed as if alive. He allowed nobody but himself to 
interpret the omen, and he interpreted it to mean that his seed 
should reign for seven generations ; and they actually reigned 
until 1527. 

Shin Bo-me had not long to wait at Shwesettaw before he 
sent for her. Men called her fair, but it would have mattered 
little had she been plain. No king could afford to w'eaken his 
claim by omitting to unite his blood with his predecessor’s 
i[ueens. He was her fifth crowned consort but she died 
childles.s.^ In delight at getting her he built the Chanthagyi 
pagoda at Minbu town. 

He took Shinsawbu (p. 95) from the lord of Pagan to whom 
.she had been given during the recent upheavals, but she tired of 
Upper Burma, as he bestowed his principal affections elsewhere. 
She had two Talaing monks to teach her letters, and in 1430, 
at the age of thirty-six, she managed to get out of tln! palace 
on the pretext of being ill, and fled down the river to Pegu 
with her two monks whose presence facilitated her flight 
as, by benefit of clergy, a boat carrying monks could not 
be challenged. 

Mohnyinthado’s reign was spent trying to maintain his 
throne. Taiingdwingyi, Yamcthin, Pinle, and above all 
Toungoo, under princes of much the same .standing as himself, 
went their own way and treated him as at best a .senior. When 
he tried to reduce these towns, lie found some of them defended 
by Shan.s, possibly recent immigrants ; and Onbaung (Hsipaw) 
and Yawnghwe made common cause with them. He was 
so weak that he had only intermittent control of the Kyaukse 
canals on which his granaries depended. Onbaung attacked 


* Sec note “ Married his father’s queen ” p. 
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Myedu and the northern frontier in Shwebo district, and even 
for eight months drove him out of his palace, withdrawing only 
on payment of a large sum. Binnyaran, the prince of Pegu, 
retained his exiles and was in league with Toungoo but never 
actually invaded the Ava state ; when he sent envoys to Ava 
asking for a princess as the price of extraditing a fugitive lord 
and of ceasing to besiege Prome, Mohnyinthado was so angry 
that he kept the envoys waiting three months without audience 
and had to be dissuaded from killing them;’^ but finally he 
gave the princess. 

About 143 s the first European wandered into Burma. 
This was Nicolo di Conti, a merchant of Venice — 

He arrived at the city of Ternassari [Tenasserim] which is situated 
on the mouth of a river of that name ; this district abounds in 
elephants and a species of thrush. Afterwards having made many 
journeys he entered the mouth of the river Ganges . . . and departing 
thence he arrived at the mouth of the river Kacha [Arakan], and 
navigating up the river he came to a large city of the same name. 
Quitting this city he travelled through mountains void of all habita- 
tions and then through open plains and arrived at a river larger than 
the Ganges. Having sailed up this river for a month he arrived at 
a city more noble than the rest, called .\va. This province abounds 
in elephants ; the king keeps ten thousand and uses them in his wars. 
They fix castles on their backs from which eight to ten men fight with 
javelins and bows. This animal is so intelligent that when he is in 
battle he frequently receives the javelins of the enemy on the sole of 
his foot in order that those whom he carries on his back may not be 
injured. The king of this province rides on a while elephant, round 
the neck of which is fastened a chain of gold ornamented with precious 
stones which reaches to its feet. The men are satisfied with one wife. 
All the inhabitants, men as well as women, puncture their flesh with 
iron pins and rub in indelible dyes, and so they remain painted for 
ever. All worship idols, yet when they arise in the morning from 
their bed they turn towards the east and, with hands joined together, 
say “God in His Trinity and His Law defend us” [clearly the prayer 
“ I take refuge in the Lord, I take refuge in his Law, 1 take refuge 
in his Clergy ”]. There is also a tree called [talipot palm], the 
leaves of which are extremely large, and upon these they write, for 
throughout India they do not use paper. There is also an animal 
[the rhinoceros] which has ;i head like a pig, a tail like an ox, and on 
his forehead a horn like that of a unicorn but shorter, being about 
a cubit in length. In size and colour it resembles the elephant with 
which it is constantly at war. They say its horn is an antidote 


* Hmannan II. 82. 
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against poisons, and it is on this account much esteemed. In the 
upper part of the country, towards Cathay, there are found black and 
white bulls the hair of whose tail, fine and light as a feather, is valued 
at its weight in silver and is made into fans for the service of their 
idols and their kings. The cavalry also carry the hair at the head of 
their lances as a mark of nobility. Beyond this province is a land 
superior to all others in the world, and it is named Cathay [China]. 
Afterwards he departed from Ava and proceeded towards the sea and 
at the end of seventeen days he arrived at the mouth of a moderately 
sized river, and having entered the river, at the end of ten days he 
arrived at a very populous city called Panconia ( ~ Pago, Pegu. 
Nicolo di Conti’s full text is in Major). 

In 1430 two moiik.s returned from Ceylon with five relics and 
though the Talaings stopped them at Bassein they insisted on 
reaching Ava where the whole court came out to meet them. 
Mohnyinthado built them a huge monastery of which the site, 
Kyaungdawgyi, is still to be .seen two mile.s west of Sagaing, 
and nearby he built a pagoda, Yatanazedi, now called Payabyu, 
to enshrine the relics. He died shortly after making a minor 
alteration in the calendar. When the monks cautioned him 
that kings who alter the calendar die he said If J must die, 
let me die. I will not be put into a song as the king who was 
afraid to do his duty,” 

He was succeeded by his sons Minrekyawswa 1440-3 and 
Narapati 1443-69. Their kinsmen for a time gained Kale 
and Mohnyin and proceeded to capture the Maw Shan chief 
Thonganbwa when he was being hard pressed by the Yliiinan 
government. Narapati refused to surrender him, denied his 
own liability to tribute, and in 1445 drove off the Yiinnan 
levies at Kaungton in Bhamo district. But when in 1446 they 
appeared in strength before Ava, he yielded. Thonganbwa 
committed suicide, so only liis followers and his body could be 
given up. The Chinese removed the inside, dried the body 
in the sun and at the fire, thrust an iron spit through it and 
took it away.^ 

Before returning they assisted the king in reducing 
Yamethin which was in rebellion. In 1451 they sent him 

^ 'I'honganbw.^ i.s given at Hmannan II. 97, Parker “ Biiima, relations to 
China ” .^4 and “ Prdcis,” the Burmese and Chinese versions agreeing in essentials. 
The Shan version in Pemhertofi m-a gives date 1333, a mere century’s iiiacur- 
racy being nothing in a Shan chronicle; it misled Phayre “History” Gi, S5 
into recording the event as if it were t%vo events, one at each of these dates. 

7 * 
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a golden seal as governor of Ava and in 1454 they gave 
him some Shan territory in return for the surrender of a 
Mohnyin chief with whose resistance to China he had previously 
sympathised. At this time China enumerated in and near 
Burma eight states held by what she was pleased to consider 
her “comforters” or governors, of which five can be identified 
— Ava, Kenghung, Hsenwi, Pegu, and the country round 
Viengchang (Linziny 

In 1443 king Narapati built the Tupayon pagoda at 
Sagaing, and the dedication festival was attended by the 
neighbouring sawbwas and by people, probably pedlars who 
happened to arrive, from Pegu, Tenasserim, Viengchang 
(Linzin), and Ayuthia. In 1455 he met Ali Khan, king of 
Arakari, at the Pohkaung-nwe-ngan-taw (Natyegan) Hill up 
the An Pass in Minbu district, where the two courts camped 
fraternally for a month and fixed the frontier (p. 140). In 
1456 he sent offerings of gold and gems to the Temple of the 
Tooth at Kandy ^ in Ceylon and bought land there for the 
support of clergy visiting the shrine. 

In 1468 Narapati was stabbed by his grandson whom he 
had reproved for a love intrigue with his cousin ; the wound 
was not mortal. The king took fright and fled to Prome. 
His nervousness is explained by the sort of thing he had 
witnessed all his life ; thus, even as a little page he had stood 
beside Thihathu the king as he lay dying in 1426 from the 
arrow of the sawbwa who hid in the bush (p. 96). Nobody 
could induce him to enter the palace again, and he died at 
Prome a year later. 

He was succeeded by his son Thihathura 1469-81 who 
allowed his boy to marry the girl for whom he had stabbed 
his grandfather. The queen dowager was .shocked, and in- 
stigated Toungoo to revolt. Toungoo called in Pegu, but the 
king suppressed the rebels. He next had to take Prome, and 
having done so he pardoned his brother who was lord there. 
It is hardly worth mentioning such troubles, for they were 
normal. 

* Parker Burma, relations to China" 60, and BEFEO igog 671. 

2 The Tooth has been in this temple since 1286, see Gerson da Cunha, The 
silver gilt caskets, one within another, which enclose the Tooth, are not unlike a 
pagoda in shape. The gems which encrust them and the metal of which tlicy are 
made, are largely the proceeds of Burmese offerings. 
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In 1474 the king and queen made their hair into a broom, 
studded the handle with gems, and sent it to sweep the floor of 
the Temple of the Tooth at Kandy ; the envoys took pahsos 
(dresses) of Chinese silk to the king of Ceylon. 

In 1475 the king and Hsipaw raided Yawnghwe, securing 
its submission. In 1476 he raided Kawliya in Pegu district, 
and Sithukyawhtin, lord of Toungoo, enlarged his town. The 
ministers perceived that this meant Toungoo was about to 
revolt but the king showed them they were wrong by telling 
him to let himself be dragged by the hair to court ; lie did 
so, saying “It is my king*s command,” but the fact that such 
loyalty created a sensation shows how little power the ruler 
of Ava had- 

l?i 1472 he asked China to give him Mohnyin and some 
neighbouring territory. China warned the chief in possession 
not to obstruct the road from Yiinnan to Burma, but she 
would not giv^e his territory to Ava as he had done nothing to 
merit eviction. One reason for the consideration shown to 
Mohnyin may be that he kept on good terms with the Chinese 
frontier eunuch, presenting him with a jewelled girdle. 

Jewels also played a great part in the expansion of Momeik, 
the Uuby Mine state; founded in 1238, the town was part of 
Hsenwi but about 1420 it received thirteen villages as a reward 
for helping Yunnan to raid Chiengmai. In 1465 its chief- 
taincss Nang-han-lung sent ruby tribute separately from 
Hsenwi and her presents of jewels completely won over the 
frontier eunuch. She even tried to ally herself with Aniiam. 
When she filched most of Hsenwi, and China sent to remon- 
strate wit!) her, slie said “ Momeik is the baby elephant which 
has outgrown the mother elephant Hsenwi and can never 
enter I he womb again,” and as, in addition to talking, she 
presented move rubies to the inquiring oflficers, they reported 
sympathetically on her case and she remained in possession in 
1484. In 1488, indeed, China told Mohnyin to send troops 
and prevent Momeik attacking Hsenwi ; but he sent only 
decrepit men, who were of course beaten, and nothing more 
w as done.^ 

Our materials are too .scanty to justify more than a guess, 
but it seems possible that the continuance of Chinese interest 

* Parker “ Precis.” 
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in Burma is due to the fact that after Kubla Khan’s dynasty 
1206-1368 had passed away, China lost control of the route 
across Asia to Europe. China had to look for other outlets, 
and the trade route down the Irrawaddy was possibly one of 
them. Chinese porcelain ^ of the fifteenth century has been 
found in the bed of the Bassein river near Negrais, and it is 
recorded^ that in 1450 the ruler of Ava ga'x* to a favourite 
“the Chinese customs revenue,” probably Ym man frontier tolls. 
Her records show that China knew onl^ ;he roughest outline 
of what was occurring in Burma, but she none the less tried to 
see that the road lay open. 

The king was succeeded by his sor 'Vlinhkaung 1481-1502. 
Sithukyawhtin of Toungoo had received his dying instructions, 
gave him honourable burial by dropping his bones in the river,“ 
and loyally assisted his son ; but he could do nothing in face 
of the increasing uproar, and died a captive in the hands of 
Yamethin and Kyaukse whose revolt he had tried to quell. 
Hanthawaddy and Prome even came raiding up to Magwe, and 
the Shans as usual attacked the frontier at Myedu in Shwebo 
district. Nyaungyan in Meiktila district and Salin also rebelled. 
In most cases the rebels were of the royal family. 

Hearing that Bimbisara, the king of Buddha’s day, had 
raised his son to the throne as joint king, the king determined 
to do likewise, gave his son the white umbrella, and shared 
the throne with him. 

In i486 the governor of Toungoo was assassinated by a 
nephew Minkyinyo who seized the governorship and, to make 
his peace with the king, sent a present of two young elephants. 
The king may not have felt strong enough to give him his 
deserts, but he might have refused him recognition. Instead he 
took the two young elephants and said “I appoint you gover- 
nor of Toungoo” ; nay more, he afterwards sent him the five 
regalia, telling him to reign as king. Having thus condoned 
murder and put a premium on disloyalty, he refused to believe 
that Minkyinyo was about to attack him, mumbling “ He 
would never dare.” But Minkyinyo did dare : whenever he 
wanted slaves or cattle, he came raiding as far as Meiktila to 
get them, and his son conquered Ava. The 1829 chroniclers^ 


' RSASB 1915 35, 

•* See note “ Royal drowning ” p. 338. 


“Hmannan II. gg. 

* Hmannan II. 127, 185. 
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cite Minhkaung’s treatment of Minkyinyo as an instance of 
statesmanship. 

Hitherto writing had been in the classical languages, 
principally Pali, but in this age Burmese vernacular literature 
makes its appearance. Its rise may seem incompatible with 
the character of the period, but our picture of the period is 
that given in the chronicles, and the chronicles are a mere list 
of dates, battles, and official acts. Apart from a few frescoes, 
and from inscriptions which, though numerous, are narrow in 
scope, there is nothing corresponding to the private letters, 
monumental brasses, illuminated manuscripts portraying con- 
temporary dresses and occupations, records of manors and 
monasteries, official inquests and so forth, which make it pos- 
sible to reconstruct the daily life of ordinary people in rnediieval 
Europe. Hence it may be that the chiefs who parcelled out 
Burma in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries often had too 
little power to be oppressive outside their immediate neighbour- 
hood, and that the mass of the people away from the track of 
the armies lived reasonably happy lives. In many a monastery, 
at least, existence must have been calm and beautiful. 

As is usual in secluded countries Burmese literature is 
narrow in range and, though quite voluminous according to 
mediitval standards, small in quantity ; it shows little develop- 
ment, and no improvement has been made on the earliest poets. 
Most is unoriginal, consisting of translations and paraphrases 
of sacred stories ; some of these evince a considerable sense of 
style. Although what would in a developed literature go into 
fiction, goes in Burma into historical works, the editors of the 
eighteenth century chronicles are not without a critical sense, 
and show it in their discussion of authorities. The poetry, 
marked by a restrained and beautiful diction, is minor poetry 
of a high order, but the condensation of its style and the 
obscurity of its dialect militate against its having a wide 
appeal. 

The usually accepted view, that the following are the first 
vernacular writers, is probably correct, and certainly their 
poems are the earliest to which a date can be assigned ; but 
the finish of their style indicates that the vernacular had been 
practised for some generations previously and that its use had 
not been restricted to the recording of bare inscriptions. 
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Shill Uttamagyaw was born at Pondawbyi village in the 
same year iis Shin Thilawuntha 1453-1520 and on the same 
day they entered a monastery school together at Taungdwingyi 
in Magvve district As the monk considered poetry profane, 
Shin Thilawuntha was expelled for writing Paramiganpypo 
and went to Ava where Minhkaung built him a fine monastery 
called Yatanabiman ; he wrote a grammatical work, poems 
such as Hsutaungganpyo, Taungdwinlapyo, Tada-u-ti-mawgun, 
and the Yazawingyaw chronicle, the earliest history extant ; 
had he been content to write a simple account of what was 
happening around him, he might have left us an invaluable 
picture of fifteenth century life ; but, like a true cleric, he 
preferred to indite an account of the mythical past, and hence 
his chronicle is valueless. Shin Uttamagyaw remained twenty 
years a monk at Taungdwingyi and then went to Ava where 
he was often invited to the palace for consultation on the 
scriptures ; he wrote only one poem, the famous Tawla.^ Shin 
Maharattathara 1468-1529 was descended from the Shan 
Brother Thihathu 1312-24 and was carried off to Prome when 
Ava fell (p. 106) ; he wrote poetry, such as Koganpyo, 
Hattipala and Meiktilakanbwemawgun. Shin Aggathamahdi, 
born in 1479 at Kanbya, cast of 'I'abayin, wrote poetical 
versions of the jataka stories of Buddha. Yaweshinhtwc, a 
maid of honour in the Ava palace, probably at this time, 
wrote angyin verse on the fifty-five styles of hairdressing used 
by maids of honour under the kings of Ava ; most of them are 
obsolete, but one, hsabinsuli, now caller] kycttaiingsi^ can be 
seen to-day in little girls aged ten to twelve whose hair is 
gathered to stand upright with a string tied at the base. 

Minhkaung built the Mingalazedi pagoda at Tada-u on 
the model of the Tupayon (p. 100), and was succeeded by his 
younger son Shwenankyawshin 1502=- 27, as the elder son, the 
joint king, had died. The younger son already had a wife 
whose sister was married to the dead joint king ; yet now, 
when he came to the throne, it was not his own wife, but her 
sister who became his chief queen, bec'>i.se she was already 
part of the regalia.*^ 

* yBRS 1917-20 no Byu " Shin .Uttamagyaw and his Tawla ” (with translation 
hy Ua Han). 

-See note “ Married his father’s queen ” p. 324. 
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In his first regnal year, Shwenankyawshin’s life was 
attemfitcd by order of his kinsman Nawrahta of Yamethin : — 

Nga 'Fhauk Kya came upon the king of the Golden Palace unawares 
and struck at him with a sw'ord. But the sword struck the pole ot 
the white umbrella so that it covered the king. Then Nga Shwe 
Kyaing, lord of Yenantha and son of an attentlant, rose and seized 
Nga Thauk Kya. And as they struggled for the sword, they fell. 
Now Nga Shwe Kyaing, knowing that if he loosed his hold Nga Thauk 
Kya would kill the king, cried “ If I loose him, thou wilt he undone. 
Master, smite us both.** But the king slew Nga Thauk Kya only, so 
that Nga Shwe Kyaing was freed, {ffmannan II. 131.) 

Nawrahta ‘ lived in the palace .so that he was ea.sily caught ; 
and being of royal blood he was drowned. Hut his party, five 
lords and seven hundred followers, e.scaped to Toungoo. The 
king thereupon gave a daughter in marriage to Minkyinyo of 
Toungoo, together with Kyaukse as dowiy, and a string of 
villages all the way from Toungoo lf> Ky^auk.se (p. 1 24). He 
was giving his daughter to the harbourer of his assassins, and 
in giving away the rice area of Kyaukse he was giving away 
his crown. lUit he could not help himself, for the uproar was 
worse than ever — Trome and Salin were again in revolt, and 
Mohnyin was attacking the Myedu-Ngayane-Siboktaya-Sitha- 
'labayin frontier in .Shwebo district. The gift did no good. 
The only gratitude Minkyinyo of Toungoo .showed was to join 
Nyaungyan and Tromce in raiding up strc'am as far as Sale 
until the king in desperation called in llsij>aw Yawngl\we and 
Moiie t(^ drive them back, in 1507 he surrendered Tabayin 
and Ngayane to Sawlon, chief of Mohnyin, on condition tiiat 
he c«'ime no further. 

The king had three half brothers whom he had treated 
well, even refraining from appointing his own son Crown Prince 
out of consideration for their claims. They might have re- 
garded ail this pandemonium as a reason for rallying to his 
side if only in their own intercst.s, but they preferred to see in 
it a great opportunity for making a career, and they called 
in Minkyinyo of Toungoo. Minkyinyo ravaged Myingyan 
district and then, with the lord of Prorne, halted at Magwe till 
the time came to join the three brothers. The time did not 

' He merges with Anawrahtaminsaw (p. gr above) as the Shwenawrahta 
Nat spiiit, Temple 56. 
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come, as the three brothers, after inarching with several 
thousand men and occupying Pahkangyi in Pakokku district, 
were defeated and captured by the king. Instead of following 
what had become almost a rule by pardoning them, he reminded 
them of their fathers dying exhortations, and executed all three 
in 1508. 

But it was too late for the kingship to start asserting itself. 
Upper Burma was a bedlam of snarling Shan states. Ava’s 
only friend was Onbaung (Hsipaw) and the two of them com- 
bined could not prevent Mohnyin in 1512 taking sixteen 
villages from Onbaung, one of which was Bhamo, then in its 
youth.’ Year after year rebellions continued at Sagu, Myede 
and elsewhere. On his Shwebo frontier the king regained for 
a time Ngayane, perhaps because Mohnyin was busy fighting 
Kale. But in 1524 Mohnyin wiped out the frontier stockades 
and drove the Burmese as far as Inpe-Thayaing in Shwebo 
district. 

It was the beginning of the end. Sawlon of Mohnyin 
overran the west bank and also occu[)ied Thayetmyo, where 
the king s first cousin, lord of Prome, came to kneel before 
him, saying “ Put me on the throne of Ava and I will hold it 
as your vassal.** The two worthies, after carrying off cattle 
an .l elephants in central Burma from Taungdwingyi to Yamelhin 
while the j^eople hid in the jungle, set out for Ava. The 
king and his thwethaiik!^^ the chief of Onbaung (Hsipaw), lay 
camped at Taungbalu, south-east of the city. There the 
armies met, but the mere sight of Mohnyin Sawlon waving 
his sword sufficed to make the Shan levies in the Ava ranks 
desert, and the king fled with Onbaung to Singaung and 
Wetwin near Maymyo. Ava was all but empty when Sawlon of 
Mohnyin entered it He and Prome went home after taking 
what was left, Sawlon the horses and elephants, Prome a few 
people and the poet monk Shin Maharattathara (p. 1 04). When 
they had gone the king came back, but in 1527 Sawlon of 
Mohnyin broke into Ava again and the king, fighting on his 
elephant, was killed by a jingal shot.^ Such of the Burmese 

* Parker “ Prdcis.” Khaino is not mentioned until the fifteenth century- 
liefore that time the chief place was Kaungsin, “ The town at the head of the 
liver.” 

- See note ” Thwethauk and Thissa-ye ” p. 339. 

^ See note “ Firearms ” p. 340. 
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population as could, stampeded southwards, especially to 
Toungoo. 

Sawlon set up as king his son Thohanbwa 1527-43- 
Yiinnan sent an officer to ascertain what all the trouble was 
among the wild tribes round Ava ; but the officer found con- 
ditions so disturbed that he went home.^ Sawlon and his 
son Thohanbwa marched on Prome in 1533 and came back 
carrying its lord captive. When Sawlon had got past Myedu 
in Shwebo district his own men murdered him. The lord of 
Prome was released and returned to find his gates shut against 
him and his son usurping the throne; so he camped at Nawin 
and died, and his usurping son gave him most honourable 
burial. In 1539 Prome, hrmng received Takayutpi, king of 
Pegu, in his flight from the Burmese conqueror (p. 1 54), took 
steps to guard herself against Burmese vengeance by calling in 
Ava ; Thohanbwa went gladly and helped Prome to drive off 
the Burmese. When the Burmese again attacked Prome in 
1 542, he marched with his friends Mohnyin, lisipaw, Momeik, 
Mogaung, Bhamo and Yawnghwe, but they were badly beaten 
by Bayinnaung outside Prome and returned, leaving the town 
to its fate. 

Thohanbwa was a full-blooded savage. He said “ Burmese 
pagodas have nothing to do with religion. They are simply 
treasure chambers/* and proceeded to pillage such as were 
in reach. It is not unlikely that, as on other occasions, the 
monks led the people in resistance ; he said “ Monks surround 
themselves with followers and could rebel if they like. They 
ought to be killed.’* Therefore in 1540 at Taungbalu, south- 
east of Ava, he covered a field with manr/at pavilions, 
slaughtered buffidocs, cows, pigs and fowls for a great feast, 
and invited the monks to feed. When they were all in the 
pavilions he surrounded them with his braves and massacred 
them. The survivors fled to Toungoo. Out of i ,300 monks 
in Ava, Sagaing and Pinya, he succeeded in killing 360, of 
whom thirty were eminent for their learning. He then pro- 
ceeded to seize the manuscripts in the monasteries and made 
bonfires of them. Signs and portents preceded these events, 
the Shwezigon pagoda at Pagan shedding tears. 

Thohanbwa’s right hand was Minkyiyanaung, a Burman 


Parker “ PnScis.” 
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officer of the old Ava court. He succeeded in dissuading 
Thohanbwa from attacking Toungoo, the last stronghold of the 
Rurmese race, saying it was quite unnecessary to do so, as 
Toungoo would pay homage in fear of his glory if he ordered 
it The Burmese officers in the palace were subject to continual 
indignities from their Shan colleagues, who would knock off 
their head-dress. They appealed to Minkyiyanauiig. He 
hesitated but finally he coiLsented, thinking He reveres not 
the Three Gems, he regards not human life, he respects not 
other men s wives, and the fear of the Lord is not in him. 
We shall be destroyed unto the seventh generation.” In. the 
hot weather of 1543 Thohanbwa moved into a temporary 
palace, a collection of field-huts ; being a true parvenu he was 
desirous of following the correct j^rocedure of the old court, 
and asked Minkyiyanaung what it was. Minkyiyanaung 
explained that one of the customs was that no officers or 
men wore swords in the summer camp, but everybody took 
his ease. So Thohanbwa disarmed even his Shan officers. 
Minkyiyanaung had seen to it, when the camp was pitched, 
that the Burman attendants lightly buried their swords in the 
positions they would occupy w^hile waiting in the presence. 
When all was ready, and he was talking to the king, he turned 
the subject to swords. Thohanbw^a said “They say my pre- 
decessor, king Sluvenankyawshin, had a fine blade. Once he 
cut a man dowm with it and the blade went through the man, 
through the howdah, and into the elephant even. Did you 
know that sword?” Minkyiyanaung answered “And who 
sliould know it but I, seeing that I was His Majesty’s sword- 
bearer ? 1 could tell it at a glance.” The king sent for the 

old royal swords. When he had the bundle, Minkyiyanaung 
picked out the blade, and bending low as if to present it, went 
close to the king and smote him so that the blade went through 
and out again, severing five bamboos of the dais floor. The 
Burmans took their swords out of the loose earth and killed 
the Shan attendants inside, and when the Shans outside, 
hearing the cries, came running in, they :.!so were cut down. 
The throne was there for the taking and they all asked 
Minkyiyanaung to take it. He was only thirty-six and he 
was kinsman to the fallen Ava house. The friendly Hsipaw 
srwbwa sent congratulations and said he would recogni.se 
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him as a matter of course. But Minkyiyanaung would have 
none of that blood-stained throne, and so it passed by general 
agreement to llsipaw. 

Minkyiyanaung consented to remain in office and advise 
him for the first year of his reign ; when the year was over, 
he laid aside his pomp, and retired into a woodland monastery 
near Mekkaya in Kyaukse district, and there ended his days 
telling his beads. The modern world regards the monastic 
life as a form of shirking, but in those days of violent con- 
trasts a cloister was the only place on earth where existence 
was bearable to a man of finer nature. 

The Hsipaw chief ruled Ava as Hkonmaing >543-6. 
He went with six other saivbwas (Mohnyin, Momeik, Hsenwi, 
Bhaino, Yawnghwe, Mone) to regain Prome in 1 544 but they 
were again broken by Tabinshwehti who thereupon perman- 
ently occupied the country as far as the north of Minbu and 
Myingyan districts (p. 158). Hkonmaing was succeeded i)y 
his son Mobye Narapatl 1546-52 who constructed Ngakyi 
weir in Kyaukse. Even with the imminent power of Tabin- 
shwehti staring them in the face, the Shans continued the 
kaleidoscopic methods so dear to their heart The various 
sawbwas went on playing at war with each other, and Mohnyin 
supported Sithukyawhtin, a Shan who had held Salin till 
Tabinshwehti ejected him, in holding Sagaing and attacking 
Ava, and was furious on finding that he refrained from hack- 
ing the heads off the Ava wounded. P'inally Mobye Narapati 
fled, paying homage to Bayinnaung and leaving Ava to its 

sawbiva, Sithukyawhtin 1552-5 (pp. 163, 165). 

Indeed for two and a half centuries the rulers of Ava had 
been sawbwas in all but name ; yet there was this difference 
between Ava and the other Shan states, that whereas they 
were so wild as to leave not even a record,^ the tradition of the 
Burmese palace gave Ava a veneer of civilisation, and her 
numerous monasteries contained monk.s, who, if not learned, 
were at least literate ; and to them it is due that though the 
lamp of civilisation flickered and burnt low, it never went out. 

^ There was, however, from the late twelfth century onwards, a school nt 
repute, the Kambojasangha, among the monks of Lai Hka, Southein Shan States. 
Some of them dwelt in the Delta. 
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Wareru 1287-96, a Shan pedlar born at Donwun in Thaton 
district, took service in the elephant stables of the chief of 
Sukhotai, a Siamese state, became Captain of the Guard, eloped 
with the chief s daughter and some kindred spirits from the 
Guard, and set up at his native village. 

He had a fair sister, and made her choose for her bathing 
place in the river a spot where Aleimma, the Burmese governor 
of Martaban (p. 62), would see her. Aleimma asked for 
her hand Wareru, saying he was overwhelmed with honour, 
arranged a wedding feast, and when Aleimma came to it, 
murdered ^ him, seized his governorship and so became lord 
of Martaban in 1281. 

The Pagan kingdom was now breaking up, and Wareru 
made common cause with Tarabya, the revolting governor of 
Pegu (p. 75), each marrying the other’s daughter. But in 
1287 after they had expelled the Burmese governors and 
occupied the country south of Prome and Toungoo, Tarabya 
tried to ambush Wareru, and failed. Wareru, calling the 
spirits of earth and air to witness his innocence, and pouring 
libation of water from a golden bowl, mounted his elephant, 
fought with Tarabya in single combat, and took him prisoner. 
At the intercession of the monks he spared his life. Tarabya 
again plotted, but his wife, Wareru’s daughter, warned her 
father in time.^ So Tarabya was executed although she twined 
her tresses with his and dared the executioners to cut off his 
head. 

Wareru now became sole prince of the Lower Burma state 
which lasted till 1539. In 1298 it received recognition from 
China which henceforth chose to regard its rulers as governors 

' See note Drink ’* p. 314. Paklat Talaing chronicle, 
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appointed by herself.^ Its capital was Martaban till 1363 and 
Donwun till 1 369 when the palace was moved to Pegu. 

Wareru received recognition from his old master and father- 
in-law the chief of Sukhotai, who in 1 293 sent him a white 
elcfdiant because it chose to eat Martaban grass ; no sooner 
did they hear of its arrival than the Shan Brothers “ of Kyaukse 
came raiding Martaban to get it, but were driven off. Wareru 
is responsible for the Wareru dhammathat, the earliest surviv- 
ing lawbook in Burma ; the Hindu colonists who came to the 
Delta a thousand years previously had left traditional laws, 
ascribed to the ancient sage Manu who found them written 
on the boundary walls of the world; these laws survived in 
Talaing monastic writings, and Wareru made his monks produce 
the collection known by his name. It is Hindu, but not 
Brahmanical. and the sacerdotal element is ignored, marriage 
no longer being treated as a sacrament ; it forms the basis of 
Burmese law literature.® 

Wareru was murdered by his grandsons, the children of 
Tarabya ; they took sanctuary in a monastery but were dragged 
out and killed by the ministers, who handed over the throne 
to his brother. For some years the family ruled down to 
Tenasserim and even received homage from the Lampun vil- 
lages south of Chiengmai ; but after these areas had continued 
to change hands for a generation, they remained in Siamese 
possession and the frontier was that of the present province of 
Burma down to Tavoy. 

As usual, there was little real government and the land was 
in continual uproar. If it was not brigands it was kinsmen 
who revolted, and there was trouble from Shan immigrants 
such as the 500 braves who took service under one of the 
princes and ended by murdering him in 1331. The Sukhotai 
chief then came raiding to Martaban because his grandson had 
perished in one of the palace murders. 

Binnya U 1353-^5 bad to repel a formidable raid of several 

* China called Pegu Kulah, and the prince of Pegu her “ comforter ” or 
resident governor of Kulah. Parker “ Burma, relations to China ” Go, BliFEO 
1909 Huber “ Pin dc la dynastie de Pagan ** 670-1. 

'* Hazadarit Ayedawpon calls them “ Ngawdaw king.” Ngawdaw is the 
Talaing version of Ngedo, the kwin lands near Pinle, the town of the third brother 
Thihathu. 

Forchammer ** Jardine Prize ’* 37. 
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thousand men from Chiengmai who destroyed Taikkala, Sit- 
taung and Donwun in Thaton district before they were driven 
out in I35^>; he built a pagoda on the spot where they re- 
treated, enshrining relics which he obtained by sending a 
mission to Ceylon. The Siamese kingdom, founded in 1350, 
included in its list of provinces Tenasserim, Moulmein, and 
Martaban ; ^ it certainly held Tenasserim, founding the town 
in 1373 and building the Wutshintaung pagoda in 1380; but 
it can have received only nominal tribute from Moulmein and 
Martaban. 

In 1362 Binnya U repaired the Shwedagon pagoda, raising 
its height to 66 feet (p. 1 17). But for all his piety he was not 
to escape tribulation. The white elephant, after being sixty-one 
years in the palace, died ; and while he was devoutly searching 
the forests for its successor, his kinsmen established them- 
selves in the palace and asked Chiengmai to join them. He 
bought off the Chiengmai chief by sending him a daughter, 
but failed to recover Martaban, and for six years had to main- 
tain himself at Donwun. In 1369 his wise minister died, and 
while his people shaved their heads '^ and sat distracted with 
grief, the watchful rebels entered Donwun and drove him out ; 
so he moved to Pegu and repaired the walls ; thereafter it re- 
mained the capital, and his successors continued to repair them. 
He became reconciled to his rebellious kinsmen and sent them 
to get his daughter back from Chiengmai, because she was not 
paid sufficient attention. But he never had £)eace, as the family 
was always quarrelling. The eldest son Razadarit (Binnyanwc) 
stole his half-sister Talamidaw, fled to Dagon (Rangoon) and 
was pardoned, but was then driven to rebel by the intrigues 
of the harem and his rival brothers. Razadarit's implacable 
foes were the chief queen and his uncle Laukpya, lord of 
Myaungmya, and although he succeeded in maintaining himself 
in the stockaded town of Dagon, loyally aided by his sister- 
bride Talamidaw, by some of his brothers, and by Mahomedan 
shipmen, there was continual fighting and plotting year after 
year, and even on his deathbed the old l ing could not induce 
the queen to be quiet. 

' Pallegoix II. 75. 

- Razadarit Ayedaivpon. Shaving the head on the death of royalty is also 
^)ijnd in Siam, Jones VI i. 5^5, 
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Razadarit 1385-1423 succeeded in seizing Pegu as the 
townsmen would not man the walls against him. He was 
crowned there on the spot where Kun Atha had vanquished 
the Hindu giant (p, 6) ; the astrologers said it was an aus- 
picious site which gave victory to those who trod it, so he trod 
it, and theti built the Yanaungmyiri pagoda on the site to 
prevent his enemies from ever treading there. He executed 
his opponents and was going to include the minister Dein- 
maniyut but relented on hearing his plea that he had only 
been true to his allegiance; Deinmaniyut was made lord of 
Syriam and became one of his most devoted officers. He 
showed a royal generosity to his father’s wife the chief queen, 
forgiving her and granting her Dagon as a fief. But he failed 
to catch his raging uncle Laukpya, lord of My;uingm)’a, who 
brought in the Burmese (p. 82). 

Razadarit had to contend not only with the Burmese but 
also with treachery and rebellion at home. He reduced Bassein 
among other revolting towns, but its lord put his treasure on 
elephants and with 700 followers fled to Sandoway in Arakan. 
Here 15 yat Za, Razadarit’s best commander, brought him to 
bay. The Sandoway townsfolk at first shut their gates but 
finding that Byat Za wished only to get the fugitives, gave 
them up on receiving his promise to withdraw. The fugitives 
on being surrendered said to him “The dogs! 'I'hey were 
quite unprepared for a siege and had only three diiys* 
left when they gave us up. There was no need for you 
to make any promise. Attack them now, and you can take 
the loot of the whole town home to the king.” His officers 
agreed, saying it would be a great triumph, but he curtly 
refused and returned home with his prisoners who were then 
executed. Razadarit called upon him for an explanation of 
his conduct; he answered “Sire, a promise is a promise, and 
quite apart from that, they would never have trusted us again. 
It does not pay.*’ 

In 1390 he was at the height of his power. He had driven 
off repeated Burmese attacks, quelled rebellioTi everywhere, and 
had even captured Myaungmya with Laukpya inside. In 
thank-offering lie built shrines at the Shwemawdaw pagofla, 
feeding a thousand monks throughout a seven days’ festival 

8 
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and offering his weight in gold.^ He even gave Laukpya his 
life, and contented himself with seeing that he lived safely in 
a monastery at the Shwedagon. Hearing of this universal 
success, the king of Ayuthia sent him a white elephant named 
Gandayaw ; Razadarit in delight sent a host of men and 
elephants in procession headed by his chief lords Deinmaniyut 
and Byat Za, to meet it at Kampengpet 250 miles away. 
He also proceeded to be crowned again with a favourite 
queen; some of his queens were from prominent Shan families 
in Chiengmai. 

He grew weary of his first love Talamidaw the sister who 
had so befriended him during his unhappy youth ; he took 
away all her jewels down to the family rings bequeathed her 
by their father, which she tried to hide in her hair, and seeing 
that she was finally cast aside she poisoned herself with a 
mixture made from pon-ma-thein^ a camphor shrub.^ With 
her fell her son Bawlawkyantaw. Hearing that he was prac- 
tising horsemanship and sharpening his elephant’s tusks, 
Razadarit thought “ Even as I rebelled at Dagon against 
my father, so will he rebel against me,” and sent two lords 
to slay him. They announced their duty to the lad. 

And he said I do but follow the riistoiii of younj; princos in manly 
exercise. I do not plot against my father, neither is there any fault in 
me. My father and mother played together as children. When she 
grew to womanhood, he took her beauty, and then cast her away. 
She was a king’s daughter, but he used her like a slav'ewoman and 
drove her to an evil death. And now he drives me also to an evil 
death.” ... lie entreated the slayers, and they suffered him. And 
for three day.s continually at the Shwemaw'daw pagoda, he hearkened 
to the reading of Abidhamma, the holy scrii)tures. When it was 
hnished, he took oft his ruby bracelets, his ruby earrings, and his 
ruby necklet, and offered them to the pagoda. And thus he prayed 
“ If I have wished ill to my father, yea, even so little as the drop c)f 
blood sucked by a midge, tlien, after leaving this mortal body may I 
lie in hell for ever, nor let me behold a coming Buddha. But if 1 
I'.ave not wished ill to my father, then, after leaving this rnoital bexly, 
may I enter the womb among the kings of Burma ; so let me be born 
again, to be the scourge of the Talaings.” "riius prayed he, and took 
ihc pim-ma-/he/n (\i was but three ticals vuight) and drank it with 
juice of the lime, and died Avctiawpon and f/irnmnan 

I. -132). 

* See note “ Tula-dana ” p. 328. 

Bl untea halsumifeia DC. The kindred f.ntirus camphora is an exotic of 
conipiu.'Uively recent ir.trodiiction. 
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When this was reported to Razadarit, he said “It is a terrible 
prayer,” and, gilding the pagoda from top to bottom, he prayed 
“ If he become a king in Burma to make war on me, may 1 on 
my elephant vanquish him.” Both their prayers were fulfilled 
(pp. 86. 95). 

Razadarit had little success after this fatal year 1390. In 
1414 he gained a temporary respite by stir ring up Hsenwi to 
attack Ava, but was himself never free from the danger of 
Shan inroads and on several occasions when he was hard 
pressed from the north, Ayuthia, Kampengpet, and Chiengmai 
would raid him from the south. 

China sent an embassy to recognise him as her “ governor” 
of Pegu.' He was the builder of the Danok pagoda near 
Twante, and to him is ascribed the division of each of “the 
Three Talaing Countries” (Pegu, Myaungmya, Bassein) into 
thirty-two “ provinces,” i.e. village circles. He must have been 
a man of considerable character not only to win his throne at 
the age of sixteen but also to keep it in the face of savage 
irruptions from Ava and continual rebellions at home. Several 
limes he killed his man in single combat; Minkyiswasawke 
never dared accept his challenge, and Minhkaung, who did so, 
turned his elephant and fled within a few minutes. 

When the news of Minhkaung s death in 1422 reached 
Pegu, the queens jeered saying to Razadarit “Now you can 
pounce down on his palace and capture his harem.” But he 
rebuked them, saying “ My sweet enemy is dead. I wiil fight 
no more but spend my declining years in piety.” 

A year later, at the age of fifty-four, while snaring elephants 
with his own hand in the Labut-tha-lut jungle at the foot of 
the Pegu Yoma hills north of Pegu, he was caught in the rope 
and injured so that he died on the way home. His queens 
came out to meet the body and buried it at Kamathameinpaik 
(Minkanyo) near Payagyi railway station, north of Pegu. He 
has a chronicle all to himself, the Razadarit Ayedawpon 
(p. 170); it ends on the words “This Lion King, so wise, so 
generous, so mighty in word and deed, could overcome all his 
enemies, but he too at the last must bow before King Death.” 

He was succeeded by his son Binnyadammayaza 1423-6 
whose brothers tried to oust him by bringing in the Ava prince 

' UFA'KO rejoo Huher “ Fin de la dynastic de Pagan ” 652. 
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(p. 95). But the Ava levies, in addition to looting wholesale, 
captured so many men and women and put them into boats 
to carry them away as slaves, that the brothers grew disgusted, 
fell on them and drove them away for a time ; they came 
again and besieged one of the princes so tightly that to free 
himself he had to present his sister Shinsawbu to the Ava 
chief. She was a widow aged twenty-nine, with a little son 
and two daughters. Binnyadammayaza pacified his brothers 
for a time but finally one of them poisoned him and succeeded 
as Binnyaran 1426*- 46. Toungoo gave Binnyaran a daughter 
saying “ Put me on the throne of Ava and I will be your 
vassal.'* So they besieged Prome together until Mohnyinthado 
1427-40 of Ava gave Binm aran a niece to keep him quiet. 
Binnyaran found one of his concubines engaged in a love 
intrigue with a nephew, who thereupon fled with some 
hundreds of retainers to Ava and was given the revenues of 
Salin in Minbu district. In 1430 when his sister Shinsawbu 
returned from Ava (p. 97), where she was childless, her 
children did not recognise her, for .she had left them in infancy 
and had been away seven years. He treated her with great 
honour and on his death was succeeded by her son, 

Binnyawaru 1446-50, a king famed for his inflexible 
justice.^ He said “ In Razadarit’.s time the realm was happy 
because he was strict. While I reign the realm shall likewi.se 
be happy, for everyone who steals or does violence shall be 
hewn asunder by my sword/* Accordingly, when an officers 
servant once stole a ped.lar*s ring, and the officer came with a 
present of gold to please the king and free his servant, the 
king scarcely looked at the gold but had both the ofificer and 
the servant hewn in two and their bodies exposed at the cross 
roads. A cat caught a niou.se and ate it ; she also by royal 
command was hewn in two and her body was exposed at the 
cross roads under a guard. The king liked to wander about 
disgui.sed as a commoner, ascertaining facts at first hand, and 
while thus di.sguised he rode his horse carelessly and knocked 
an old woman’s pot off her head ; she salu “ Knowest thou not 
that we now have a true king in the land? Verily I will hale 
thee before him and thou shalt die the death ! ** Thereupon 
he revealed his identity and paid her the price of the pot. 

‘ Schmidt I2q. 
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Following the royal example of strictness, everyone who had a 
son punished the son, everyone who had a slave punished the 
slave, and everyone who had a pupil punished the pupil. So 
criminals feared to be criminal, the land flourished exceedingly 
and men rejoiced, holding pwe festivals all day and all night. 
But the fact that His Majesty in person had time to try the 
cases of domestic animals helps us to appraise the statements 
of the chronicles that the.se were populous kingdoms in a 
mighty past. 

Binnyakyan 1450-3 raised the height of the Shwedagon 
pagoda to 302 feet (pp. 112. 260). On his death there was, 
owing to palace ma.s.sacres (p. 338), no male descendant of 
Razadarit left alive. 

By general consent the throne f)assed to Kazadarit’s 
daughter Shinsawbu 1453-72. Village headmanships have 
been known to descend in the female line,^ and Shan hill 
.states have been held by chieftainesses (p. loi), but this is the 
only instance of a tnajor slate in Burma being held by a 
woman. Daughter, sister, wife, and mother of kings, she 
ruled well, leaving behind so gracious a memory on earth that 
four hundred years later the Talaings could think of no fairer 
thing to say of Oueen Victoria than to call her Shinsawbu re- 
incarnate. 

Once, while being carried round the city in her gorgeous 
palancjuin,''^ sword in hand and crown on head, she heard an 
old man exclaim, as her retinue pushed him aside “ I must 
get out of the way, must 1 ? I am an old fool, am 1 I am 
not .so old that I could not get a child, which is more than 
your old queen could do ! Thunderstruck at such irreverence, 
she meekly accepted it as a sign from heaven, and thereafter 
.styled herself “ The Old Queen." 

Save for a brief e.scapade on behalf of Toungoo against 
Ava, there was peace in her time, and even rebellions were 
fewer than usual. After ruling seven years she decided to re- 
tire. The men she admired most were the two monks who had 
accompanied her flight from Ava (p. 97). In doubt as to which 

T912 Furnivall “ Matriarchy in Hurma.” 

•Thatonhnwemun Yazawin. Palanquins could be of great size; thus the 
wife of the viceregal governor of Rangoon in 1821 rode one which was carried by 
no fewer than forty to fifty men, Mrs, Jttdson 289. 
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she should choose, she left it to providence. One morning 
when they came to receive the royal rice, slie secreted in one 
of their bowls a pahso (layman’s dress) together with little 
models of the five regalia ; then, having prayed that the lot 
might fall on the worthier, she returned the bowls,^ Damma- 
zedi, to whom the fateful bowl fell, left the sacred order, 
received her daughter in marriage, and as- jined the govern- 
ment. The other monk in his disappointm ,nt aroused suspicion 
and was executed at Paunglin, north of Rangoon. The lords 
also resented the choice at first but b. came reconciled owing 
to Dammazedi’s high character; when some of them continued 
murmuring that he was not of royai race, Shinsawbu had a 
beam taken out of the floor of a bridge and carver 1 into a 
Buddha image, and showed it to them saying “Ye say he is of 
common blood, he cannot he your Ring. See here this com- 
mon wood — yesterday it was tro.Iden in the dust of your feet, 
but to-day, is it not the Lord and do ye not bow before it? 

Shinsawbu spent her remaining years in retirement at Dagon 
(Rangoon), still interested in public affairs but occupier! chiefly 
with religion. Her additions made the Shwedagr>ii - almosl 
what wc see now, for she built the terrace, fifty feet high, three 
hundred yards wide, with a great stone balustrade, a circle of 
stone lamps, and several encircling walls between which she 
planted palm trees. She dedicated five hundred prisoners of war 
as slaves, kept forty-four i)er)jilc (Kcupied in seeing tr) the sjicred 
lainijs, and beat <uil her own weight {2^ 7 fiss = oi lb.) of 
gold tor gilding the dome. When her end came at the age 
of seventy-eight, she had her bed placed where she could .see 
the Shwedagon, and thus, with her eyes fixed o/i that woiulrous 
spire, she breathed her last.** 

Daminazedi 1.472-92 widened the river at Pegu after one 
of his favourites had been killed in a collision between two 

^ :ia)’(iiia 7 Kf Athwa II. 1^51 • 

“Schmidt 133-35, i'orchammer “Notes on Karly History and (reography. 
I— The Shwedagon.” 

Furnivall “ Syriani Gazetteer” 25 says the tv parts of her residence at 
Dagon arc now the bunkers of the golf course near the Prorne Road. But these 
bunkers seem to be the 1841 wall, see JBRS 1920 Fraser “ Old Rang'X)n ** She 
was buried nearby, west of the Prorne Road, for there is a monastery on the 
Windsor Road which within living memory was called the Shinsawbu Tomb 
Monastery, see JURS 191;! Saya Thein “ Rangoon in 1852.’* 
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racing boats during a regatta on the narrow stream* Shinsawbu 
had intended building a new Pegu so as to include the 
Shwemawdaw, in accordance with a prophecy of Gavampati, 
the ancient Talaing saint ; and Dammazedi proceeded to build 
a stockade west of the pagoda, set up his elephant stables, and 
dwelt in a palace there.* 

Shinsawbu had extended the Shwedagon glebe lands as 
far as Danok, and finding this excessive Dammazedi reduced 
them ; in compensation he measured his weight and the weight 
of his queen in gold four times and dedicated that amount to 
overlaying the pagoda with scroll work and tracery.- He also 
dedicated a great bell there (p. 186). 

He made the usual offerings to the Shwemawdaw, including 
padeitka trees, and two huge copper bells. He set up tint 
spirit shrines, and built two large monasteries and many 
pagodas of which the principal are the Shwegugyi and the 
Kyaikpon at Pegu. The masonry of his reign is excellent and 
a mass of pious edifices sprang up on the beautiful plateau 
between the old and the new towns, men vying with one 
another in works of merit. He e.xchangcd envoys with 
Yunnan. In 1472 he sent a mission to Buddhagaya^ in Bengal 
to take plans of the Holy Tree and of the temple as a model 
for buildings at Pegu. 

But his greatest work was the religious revival started by 
his mission of twenty-two monks to Ceylon ** in 1475. They 
suffered several shipwrecks and some of them died as cast- 
aways in their wanderings on the Madras coast where they 
reached Negapatam. To the Tooth, the Footprint, and the 
Holy Trees, they presented a stone alms-bowd studded with 
sapphires, and reliquaries of gold and crystal ; to the Cingalese 
monks, cloths, and betel-boxes of speckled lacquer made in 
Chiengmai (p. 166); and to the king of Ceylon rubies, 
sapphires, Chinese silks, fine mats, and a letter on gold leaf. 
Their object was to secure valid orders from the clergy of the 
ancient Maliavihara, the great monastery of Ceylon which, 
founded in 251 n.c:. , still exists. On their return they proceeded 


* Shivemaivdaiv Thamaitifr ii8, 122. 

^yBRS 1915 I'urnivall “ History of Syriam ” 5(1. JSec note “ Tula-dana ’’ 
p. 32S. • '*RSASB 1914 ti. 

* lA 1893 and 1894 Taw Sein Ko “ Kalyani inscriptions.” 
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to transmit these orders to the clergy throughout Lower Burma. 
So valid was this ordination that monks flocked to receive it 
from all over Burma and even from Siam ; and thus religion 
in Burma, which for three centuries had been split into sects, 
each with its own ordination, received a measure of unity from 
the standard Kalyani ordination. It was and is granted at 
the Kalyani them near Pegu, so called because the original 
monks were ordained on the banks of the Kalyani stream 
in Ceylon. Dammazedi recorded these evejits on ten inscribed 
stones, called the Kalyani Inscriptions. 

One of the principal monks in this mission was Biid- 
dhaghosa, who translated the Wareru dhammathat (p. ill) 
into Burmese; he has been merged into his namesake, the 
Father of the Church a thousand years before (p. 309). 
Dammazedi was him.self a wise judge, and a collection of his 
rulings survives, the Dammazedi pyatton. He died at the 
age of eighty and was succeeded by his son. 

Binnyaran 1492-1526 was revered for his gentlene.ss 
(p. 1 21), although his first act was to enforce the Massacre 
of the Kin.smen (p. 338), putting all the royal offspring to 
death. In 1501 he went with IhousaiKis of armed men up 
stream; the lord of Prome checked l\im but he replied ‘*1 
could conquer both you and Ava but I do not wish. I only 
wish to worship before the Shwezigon at Pagan,” and having 
worshipped there he returned. 

Takayutpi 1526-39 succeeded his father and was the last 
of Wareru's line, being overthrown by Tabinshwehti ([). 1 54) ; 
the astrologers said he could have reigned till the age of 
eighty-five had he followed their prescriptions, “ but he never 
looked at a book, he gave himself up to sport in the woods 
with elephants and horses, he searched for shellfish and crabs, 
he was like one witless.” After abandoning Pegu town to the 
Burmese he fled to his kinsman the lord of Prome and they 
made common cause. But within the year, saying he must 
collect war-elephants, he built a stockade at Ingabu in Maubin 
district, and while hunting elephants ther* he suddenly fell ill 
and died.^ 

* At Kangyigoii, a mile from In^^abu Inma, there are traces of an old stockade 
and the iishermen worship a nat spirit called Po Yutpi = Takayutpi. There is no 
I'.'Cal tradition about him, but Smim Hlaw (p. 163) is remembered as having taken 
refuge in the locality. 



MARTABAN FACTORY 


12 I 

The years 1423 to 1539 were probably the happiest years 
in the annals of Pegu. The dynasty was mild. The kings 
could indulge their peaceful proclivities because the Upper 
Burma hordes found all the fighting they wanted among them- 
selves, and the states of Promeand Toungoo acted as a buffer. 
It was the golden age of Lower Burma, and there can be 
little doubt that its civilisation was higher than that of the 
savage north. If few traces remain, that is because it was a 
simple civilisation, the steaming climate of the Delta hastens 
decay, and the Burmese conquerors touched nothing that they 
did not destroy. 

Nitikin,’ a Russian merchant from the great einiJorium of 
Tver, travelled in the East about 1470 and mentions Pegu 
as ‘*no inconsiderable port, inhabited principally by Indian 
dervishe.s. The products derived from thence are sold by the 
dervishes.” Of course the inhabitants w^cre Talaing.s, but he 
was intere.sted in the merchant community, and his remark 
shows that then a.s now the.se were mainly foreigners. 

In 1496 an Italian merchant, Hieronimo dc Santo 
Stephano/ came to Pegu. He could not go to Ava because 
communication with Upper Burma was disturbed. Thu.s he 
had to sell his stock at Pegu ; it was of considerable value, 
so that only the king could buy it, and the king kept him 
waiting eighteen months for payment. 

Ill 1505 there came another Italian merchant, Tjidovico 
di Varthema, who also, after going three days inland, found 
conditions .so anarchic that he abandoned the idea of reaching 
Ava ; but he was gianted audience in the Pegu palace and 
sold the king (Binnyaran) some coral. He writes : — 

Do not imagine that the king of Pegu enjoys as great a reputation 
as the king o< Calicut, although he is so humane anti domestic that 
an infant might speak to him, and he wears more rubies on him than 
the value of a very large city, and he wears them all on his toes. 
And on his legs he wears certain great rings of gold, all full of the most 
beautiful rubies ; also his arms and his fingers are full. His ears 
hang down half a palm, through the great weight of the many jewels 
he wears there, so that seeing the person of the king by a light at 
night, he shines so much that he appears to be a sun. {Uadger 219.) 

These three Europeans were but forerunners of many more, 
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for the sea-route from Europe was opened in 1498 and soon 
the Portuguese came. In 1511 Albuquerque at Malacca sent 
Ruy Nunez d’Ancunha to make inquiries at Tenasserim, 
Martaban, and Pegu. In 1519 Anthony Correa on behalf of 
the Portuguese entered into an official trade agreement with 
the lord of Martaban ; the agreement was sanctified by the 
presence of Martaban monks, and the Portuguese captain, not 
to be outdone, made his chaplain put on a surplice and bring 
a breviary, but the breviary was so tattered that Correa, for the 
sake of effect, opened an imposing book of church music and 
read aloud the first passage his eye met ; it was Vanitas 
Vaniiatum, an appropriate text for a Portuguese pioneer.* 
This branch at Martaban lasted till 1613 and one reason why 
the Portuguese preferred it to Pegu was that it lay on the sea, 
their base. 

With the insecure condition of the interior there can have 
been little inland trade, but the Delta itself was peaceful, and 
the discovery of the sea route from Europe brought Pegu, as 
well as Martaban and Tenasserim, great prosperity. There 
was no coinage, but goods were sometimes weighed against 
ganza, an alloy of lead and brass which passed as currency 
either in odd lumps or in bars of specified weight stamped by 
merchants of repute but usually false. The native products 
were not the bulky raw materials of to-day (p. i o) but rubies 
and other gems from Upper Burma, lac, wax, ivory, horn, lead, 
tin, Pegu jars, long pepper {Piper nigruni) which grew in 
the moist fore.sts of Tenas.serim, and nyper wine made from 
the dani palm {Nipa Jntticans, IVurm/f.) of Tenasserim. 
What also attracted the Portuguese was the stock of foreign 
goods brought to the Burma ports for sale — pepper from 
Achin in Sumatra, camphor from Borneo, scented woods 
and porcelain from China. Chinese wares came by sea, as the 
trade of the overland route via YUnnan was meagre. The 
imports were piece goods, velvets and other European wares, 
and the opium which Mahomedan ships brought from Mecca 
and Cambay.^ 

’ Stcveus I. 227 says the senior monk made oath over the agreement by burn- 
ing sweet leaves and yellow paper. This suggests the presence of Chinese. 

- For Pegu jars, etc., see note “ Pegu merchants abroad ’’ p. 34i- 
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TOUNGOO 1280-1531 

In 1280 two brothers built a stockade round their village on 
the hill-spur taunggnu^ and thus founded Toungoo ; probably 
ferocious slave-raids from Karenni made the stockade a neces- 
sity. The Pagan kingdom was then on its deathbed, and 
Toungoo grew up without even such slight traditions of loyalty 
as other towns possessed. In the next two centuries she was 
ruled by twenty-eight chiefs, of whom fifteen perished by 
assassination. 

Other places, notably Prome, were equally independent, 
but Toungoo differed in this, that she remained predominantly 
Burmese. The Shans made life so unbearable in Upper 
Burma that every now and then crowds of Burmese families 
would Hock south and settle round Toungoo with its strong- 
hold on the hill. 

Within a generation of the town's beginning, its lords 
regarded themselves as peof)le of importance and sported a 
hundred and fifty elephants. Thinhkaba 1347-58 styled 
himself king, built a palace near Gyobinzeik village, saw that 
tracks were kept clear through the jungle, and went on a foray. 
This foray was to relieve Yehlwengahkayaing, five of the 
Kyaukse irrigation circles, of some of their superfluous store ; 
Toungoo always looked longingly on that prosperous hollow, 
growing three crops a year while she could grow only one, 
and the stronger she grew the more she encroached there. 

Thinhkaba's son Pyanchi 1368-77 planted groves of toddy 
palms and built many a pagoda and monastery ; there were 
already numbers of these round the town, showing its im- 
portance, and eminent monks are repeatedly mentioned there. 
He joined the princes of Ava and Pegu in making offerings at 
Pagan, and it is near the Shwezigon that he and his princess 

1^3 
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set up an inscription ^ prpudly recording how they gave refuge 
to the Burmans who fled from Shan brutality after the fall of 
Sagaitig and Pinya (p, 80) and how she cut off her hair and 
twisted it into a torch to burn before the shrine. They 
prayed that in their next existence they might be man and 
wife together again, and dwell in the land of Toungoo, and 
once more rule the people they loved so well. Pyanchi's 
friendship for the Talaing prince offended Ava, who assassin- 
ated him (p. 86). 

Sometimes father succeeded to son, sometimes Ava ap- 
pointed a governor, sometimes Pegu supported the ruler. 
Sawlulhinhkaya 1421-36 gained divine recognition of his 
independence, as he found a white elephant But there was 
no continuity, for although the rulers sometimes intermarried 
with Ava, Pegu and Prome, no one family maintained itself 
for long. 

Sithukyawhlin 1471-82 was a murderous brute ; he would 
eat anything, however unclean, short of vulture or human 
flesh, and he used to have little pigs ripped out just before 
birth so that he could eat them boiled ; but he was the faithful 
vassal of .f\va, and it was in his family that arose 

Minkyinyo 1486-1531, father of the kings of Burma, who 
murdered his uncle and predecessor because he would not let him 
marry his cousin ; thereupon Ava immediately recognised him 
(p. 102), He .secured recognition from Pegu and Chiengmai, 
and he receivetl propitiatory tribute from Karcnni. In 1402 
he founded Dwayawadi (Myogyi) near the Lawkoktaya pagoda 
outside Toungoo and captured Kyaungbya, forty miles south- 
east, from the Talaiiigs, killing its .Shan governor in single 
combat by jumping on to his elephant and cutting him down. 
In 1503 he received from Ava the prc.sent of a daughter and 
the coveted canal area of Kyaulsse, together with all the country 
leading up to it from Toungoo, such as the Yamethin villages 
Taungnyo, Pyagaimg (Kyidaunggan), Shwemyo, Kintha, 
Talaingthe and Petpaing. He deported the population of these 
to fill his new town Dwayawadi. Nyaiingyan in Meiktila dis- 
trict joined him. He drove off the cattle of Meiktila district 
and raised a cavalry levy there. He joined Prome and the 


’ Tttu iVyt’iw T.^9. 



MINKYTNYO 


125 


rebel princes of Upper Burma against Ava (p. 102) and was 
going to take Taungdwingyi in 1 509 when its lord induced 
him to make a marriage between their children instead. In 
1510 he founded Keturnati, the present Toungoo, digging the 
lake within the walls and laying out ondiards. He continued 
to sally forth on occasional raids up to Meiktila and to Natmauk 
in Magwe district, but after founding Toungoo he spent most 
of his life at home. When he heard the new's of the Shans’ 
first entry into Ava in 1525 he went north to see what he could 
get, but had to return because its own lord Shwenankyawshin 
regained his city and in retaliation came raiding as far as 
Toungoo. When the Shans finally took Ava in 1527 he 
marched out and deliberately devastated the country in the 
central zone, filling in the wells and breaking down the channels 
in the hope of making an impassable belt between himself and 
the Shan terror. The lords of Finya in Sagaing, Myittha 
in Kyaukse, and Hlaingdet in Meiktila district, with many 
a Burmese family, noble and commoner, fled south to take 
refuge at his feet. In delight he exclaimed “ Now 1 know 
why the bees swarmed on the gate of Toungoo. It meant that 
my city was to be populous''; it meant something far more 
than that, although he did not realise it. He had as com- 
mander of the warboats Thondauiighmu, a rimester w'ho wrote 
courtly verses on the royal family, such as Mintayashwehti* 
and was father to Zeyyayandameik (p. 19 1). Minkyinyo 
could trace his descent * through forbears of rank back to the 
Fagan dynasty, and dying at the age of seventy-two he 
bequeathed a great name to Tabinshwehti, his son by the 
daughter of the tkugyi of Fenwegon, .six miles north of Toungoo 

CP- 153 ). 

* See note “ Tabinshwehti and Bayinnaung ” p. 342, 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE OVERSEAS DISCOVERIES 

Alexander’s campaigns resulted in a network of Greek king- 
doms on the north-west frontier of India. The road across 
Asia Minor lay open, and what intercourse there must have 
been in that old world, so full of splendour and magnificence, 
so noisy with armies and kings, can be guessed from the fact 
that the faces which look out at us from Byzantine mosaics 
have their double in the frescoes of east central Asia, and the 
casket enshrining Buddha’s bones in the Peshawar temple was 
made by a Greek artist. 

Under the Roman Empire, Roman ships went regularly 
down the Red Sea and as far east as Ceylon. Kings in ancient 
India issued coinage on the Roman model. Once or twice 
Roman trade representatives even went as far as China. 

But the Germanic tribes overran Europe and overthrew 
settled government in 455. In the Dark Ages which followed, 
Europe was reduced to a semi-Asiatic condition, and life was 
so insecure that intercourse with distant lands died out. But 
with the lapse of centuries the Roman Church tamed the wild 
tribes, bishop and king working hand in hand brought order 
out of chaos ; industries, towns, and a middle class developed, 
and the emergence of stable government once more liberated 
energy for progress in a hundred fields. One of those fields 
was the expansion of the races of feurope over the earth. 
Already in 1245 the first traveller set out for China, and in 
1435 the first traveller came to Burma (p. 98). 

But no regular intercourse was possible until a sea route 
could be found. Men set out to find it because it would 
bring fabulous profits. Before the eighteenth century, when 
it became normal for individual farmers to possess land of 
their own, enclosing it in a strong hedge, agricultural 
conditions in Europe were similar to those in Burma to-day. 
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The village lands, a wide expanse unbroken by the line of a 
single hedge, were worked under communal tenures. It was 
useless for an intelligent farmer to try new methods on his 
land, for they would require years to bring to fruition, and 
meanwhile the land would have been allotted to others. The 
common grazing of the unfenced stubbles, a feature of back- 
ward agriculture, spread disease among cattle and prevented 
the introduction of new crops, for a crop which was not off 
the ground at the same time as the rest would be trampled 
down. There was no rotation of crops, eatable fruit and 
vegetables were rare, and live-stock grew to only half their 
present size. Cattle were not slaughtered till they were too 
old or diseased to draw the plough ; every autumn saw a 
selection of those which were not worth the trouble of stall- 
feeding throughout the winter, and they were killed for the 
brine-tub. Men had little but salt meat to eat, and it was so 
insipid as to need spices. 

Spices were not produced in Kuro|)e but had to be im- 
ported from the East. They were brought up the Red Sea 
and across Egypt, or up the Persian Gulf to Pasra and 
overland to Constantinople ; and every time they changed 
hands, every frontier they crossed, increased their price. 
Things were made worse when the I'urk captured Con- 
stantinople in 1453 and blocked the o\erland route. The 
idealism of European sailors was rcinlorccd Uy I jus; ness 
necessity, and governments became willing to spend inoiiey 
on e.vploration which would give them a c]iea[> sea passage 
to the Indies, a direct route with no profiteering middle- 
men. 

It is difficult to overestimate the heroism of those early 
explorers, sailing into uncharted seas which, to their belief, 
might at any moment swarm with dragons ; anri in point of 
fact their ships were so frail that sometimes they suffered 
flaniage from giant fish. Captains could not get crews, for 
the men insisted that the world was fiat arul if they sailed far 
enough they would tumble over the edge mto hell. 

in f jos Columbus landed in the New World and came 
back announcing that he had found fapan, for to the ilay of 
his ileath he thought he had landed on the east coast of Asia, 
''.lost men would now hold that his was the greatest of the 
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discoveries because it led to the finding of North America, 
but at the time men considered the tropical east to be the 
greater find. This fell to the Portuguese: in 1498 Vasco da 
Gama passed the Cape of Good Hope and found a sea route 
to India. ^ 

The first representatives of the races of Europe were not 
such as to inspire liking. The Renaissance came to the 
Portuguese late and left them early, and they were below the 
average of civilisation in sixteenth century Europe. The 
level of their Catholicism may be imf^ined from the fact that 
Vasco da Gama and thirteen of his* men, wandering into a 
Hindu temple at Calicut, mistook it for a Christian church 
and worshipped there, although they were somewhat puzzled' 
at frescoes of saints with five arms. 

They were second-rate soldiers and it was lucky for them 
that they did not come into contact with the fighting races of 
northern India, but their equipment was sufficient to annihilate 
opposition in southern India and Indo-China. It was this 
fighting superiority that enabled them to give full play to 
their avarice and persecuting zeal. Their cruel treatment of 
the natives roused the indignation not only of mission priests 
like St. h'rancis Xavier but also of the saner laymen among 
themselves who, when the downfall came, recognised it as a 
divine judgment, it came j 3 riinarily from economic exhaus- 
tion. Between r. 150 and I 550 thcv ru!<xi ihc seas of hall the 
world and tried to build up sinuiitaneous dominions in Brazil 
aijd the f.a.st Indies. 'Die cff.nl jiroved t(iO iiuich for so small 
a nation, numbering barely a million. Jiy 1550 there were 
nf.*t siifiicieiit men left in the country to man the sliips, and 
even the .sweepings of the jails did not bring the crew’s up to 
complemeni. 

But apart from exhaustion, the Portuguese could nevei' have 
retained an empire because they had a genius for disloyalty, 
and consequently no administrative faculty. A Portuguese 
captain in di.stress could seldom rely on help from his col- 
leagues for they were probably rejoicing at hi.s mi.sfortune. 
Crews deserted whole.salc and took to piracy again.st their 
own countrymen before rejoining. 

Yet they were good sailors and brave men. The story of 
^ Whiteit'ay, 
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their voyages is one of the great epics of the human race. 
What with scurvy, pestilence, and wreck, not 60 per cent of 
the men who left Portugal reached India. Their ships were 
so ramshackle that bombardments sometimes had to be 
stopped because the recoil from the guns injured the ships 
more than the shot hurt the enemy. In 1534 one Diogo 
Botello sailed from India in a boat sixteen and a half feet long, 
nine feet in beam, four and a half feet to the keel ; he had 
only three white companions and his native crew mutinied out 
of misery, but he held on his course and finally brought the 
boat safe into Lisbon harbour.^ The success of the Portuguese 
rests on something more than superior equipment : they had 
a moral superiority. Trained by long apprenticeship in the 
wars of Europe, hardened by facing the dangers of unknown 
seas, they stood up with a gay heart to encounter odds that 
were sometimes literally a hundred to one, and they grew so 
contemptuous of their native adversaries that they would fling 
aside their armour and go into action half naked. But their 
vigour depended on racial purity, and this they destroyed by 
a professed policy of mixed marriages. Their superior morale 
depended on their remaining true to their own traditions, and 
these they abandoned, deliberately imitating the worst type of 
native diplomacy so that their crookedness became a byword. 

Their rule never extended a day’s march from their ships. 
All they wanted was a chain of fortified trading stations, for it 
took the European courts nearly two centuries to realise the 
weakness of oriental governments and the ease with which an 
extensive land empire could be won. Goa on the Bombay 
coast was their headquarters, and Malacca in the Straits, 
occupied in 1510, their principal port in the farther east. 

Burma attracted them less because she lay off the track, 
and her goods could be bought in Malacca. Her spices were 
few, and her civilisation was too backward to produce articles 
of fine workmanship such as were made in China and Japan. 
There were only two Portuguese stations in Burma, Martaban 
and Tenasserim (pp. 122, 202). Martaban was important 
because it tapped not only the trade of Burma, but also of 
Siam by the overland route. Tenasserim, held by the 
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Siamese till 17^5» was more important still because it com- 
manded an even better overland route direct to Ayuthia, the 
capital and port of Siam ; indeed, Tenasserim was a rival to 
Malacca. The importance of both Martaban and Tenasserim 
declined in the eighteenth centuiy when the English gained 
control of the sea route through the Straits, and it disappeared 
altogether with developments in navigation which robbed 
the voyage round Malaya of its last dangers. 

The overseas discoveries resulted in a redistribution of 
power in Europe. Hitherto civilisation had centred round the 
Mediterranean. But these discoveries reduced the Mediter- 
ranean to a lake, and power shifted to the north-west, especially 
to England. From being a remote power of the second rank 
lying at the end of the land routes across Europe, she became 
the starting point of the new sea routes, the centre of the land 
masses of the globe, and the greatest of maritime powers. It 
was this command of the seas which enabled her to seize the 
far places of the earth and to expel rivals of whom some, such 
as the French, were no whit inferior as colonists but succumbed 
because support could not reach them from home. 
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ARAKAN 

Shut off from Burma by a hill range, Arakan has a separate 
history, but it is the same in kind. Though that wall of hills 
rendered her immune from attack on the east, the resultant 
peace did not give her unity, because her territory is a long 
thin strip of coast intersected by hill torrents. Before 1437 
Sandoway was usually independent. 

The ease of sea communications renders it likely that 
Buddhism reached Arakan earlier than the interior of Burma, 
and the Mahamuni image (p. 313) may well date from the 
early centuries of the Christian era. But accessibility from 
the sea brought other things than Buddhism. Thus, Brah- 
manism is indicated by the word Chandra which ends the 
name of every traditional king from 788 to 957 and by 
the fact that medallions ascribed to these kings bear Siva's 
trident and Nagari script.^ After the tenth century the 
country was professedly Buddhist, notwithstanding the spread 
of Mahomedanism which reached Achin in 1206 and dotted 
the coast from Assam to Malaya with the curious mosques 
known as Buddermokan reverenced by Buddhists and China- 
men as well as Mahomedans. Doubtless it is Mahomedan 
influence which led to women being more secluded in Arakan 
than in Burma. 

The capital was successively Thabeiktaung, Dinnyawadi, 
and Vesali down to the eleventh century, Pyinsa (Sambawut) 
till 1118, Parin 1 1 18-67, Hkrit 1167-80, Pyinsa 1180-1237, 
Launggyet 1237-1433, and Mrohaung (Mrauk-u) 1433-1785. 
All are in Akyab district, Thabeiktaung on the Yochaung 
river, the others on or near the Lemro river. 

Like the rest of Indo-China, the country suffered chronically 
from raids. Akyab district was exposed to the hill tribes and 
in the tenth century Shans temporarily overran i;t. Settled 
government was the exception. In the middle of the twelfth 
century even the famous Mahamuni image could not be found, 

^ For Arakanese medallions, see Phayte ** Coins ” and Vincent Smith ** Cata 
logue.** 
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for it had been overgrown with jungle in the prevailing anarchy. 
But the Arakanese were usually quite able to look after 
themselves. A Mahamyatmuni pagoda near Mindon in 
Thayetmyo district was built by them during a successful 
raid in 1160, and there were many such land raids, although 
their real aptitude lay in sea raids to the north. The Burmese 
under the Pagan dynasty 1044-1287 successfully established 
their suzerainty over north Arakan but not over the south, 
and even in the north the kings merely sent propitiatory 
tribute to their stronger neighbour and continued to be 
hereditary kings, not governors appointed by Pagan. 

The reign of Minhti 1279-? 1374 witnessed a famous sea 
raid from Bengal. The raiders lay inside the mouth of the 
Hinya river at Chittagong ; the Arakanese secretly sank 
boats laden with stones so as to block the river mouth and 
then loosed fire rafts from higher up the river, driving the 
enemy boats on to the sunken craft and annihilating them. 

The length of Minhti’s reign is attributed to the superior 
virtue of the ancients which .sometimes increaised the span of 
life. He was beloved for his uprightne.ss. lie ordained that 
masters should be punished for the offences of their servants, 
husbands for the offences of their wives and children, and 
teachers for the offences of their pupils. Important cases such 
as cattle theft, which was punishable with death, he tried 
himself. He used to wander in disguise among the people, 
and thus learnt that the crops would not grow because of the 
misdeeds of his uncle, the powerful minister Anandabaya. 
Once a rich man’s servants stole some cattle at Letma on the 
bank of the river opposite the capital, and the rich man, 
knowing that he would be executed along with them, bribed 
Anandabaya ; at the trial, the accased pleaded guilty 
but claimed exemption from punishment on the ground 
that they belonged to Anandabaya’s household ; ^ the king 
asked if this was so, and Anandabaya in consideration of 
the bribe said it was so ; but the king, taking him at his word, 
enforced the rule and executed him tegether with the thieves. 

> It was the same in Burma. Servants in ruling households were exempt 
from punishment, and English officers record that they were the worst robbers in 
the country and no redress could be obtained against them, e.g. BSPC despatch 
5 Feb. 1813, Canning to Adam. In Upper Burma men still living remember how, 
by the same law of privilege, a man could not be sued even for an old debt after he 
entered the king's service. 
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After chewing betel, men used to clean their lime-stained 
fingers by rubbing them on the pillars of the hall. When he 
built his new palace, wishing to keep its gilded posts clean, he 
ordained that anyone who wiped his fingers on the posts 
should have his right index finger cut off. Once he wiped his 
own finger there. A minister noted it down silently. A 
fortnight later, the king, seated on his throne in full regalia, 
noticed the stain. In anger he called for the offender, and 
the minister said “ Sire, thou art the man.” At once he cut 
off his own finger. The story made a deep impression on 
the imagination of the people, and they add that in his wisdom 
he had done it all on purpose. Nay, at Nanya village in 
Akyab district there is an image of Buddha with one finger 
of the right hand missing, erected by the king’s order in 
commemoration of the event 

From the overthrow of the Pagan dynasty in 1287 until 
1785 there is not even the pretence of Burmese overlordship, 
save in the fourteenth century when some of the people, torn 
with dissension, asked the Ava court to nominate a king 
(p. 86). From 1374 to 1430 the country was .subject first to 
Burmese and then to Talaing interference, and was raided by 
both on several occasions (pp. 91, 94). 

Narameikhla 1404-34, when ousted in 1404 by the Burmese, 
fled to Bengal, was well received by the king of Gaur and 
served him with distinction in the field. After many years in 
exile he was given a levy from Gaur to regain his throne, and 
although the Mahomedan commander at first betrayed and 
imprisoned him in Arakan, he was ultimately reinstated in 
1430. His Mahomedan followers built the Sandihkan mosque 
at Mrohaung and it was under him that a court bard, Adumin- 
nyo, wrote the historic song Yahkaingminthami-egyin. The 
turmoil of foreign inroads showed that Launggyet was ill-fated, 
and the omens indicated Mrohaung as a lucky site, so he 
decided to move there ; though the astrologers said that if he 
moved the capital he would die within the year, he insisted, 
saying that the move would benefit his people and his own 
death would matter little. In 1433 he founded Mrohaung 
and in the next year he died. A populous ^ .sea-ix)rt, built on 
hillocks amid the rice-plain, and intersected by canals which 

^ Manrique xxi, year 1630, gives the population as 160,000. See p. 265 below. 
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served as streets, Mrohaung remained the capital for the next 
four centuries. 

Thereafter it is common for the kings, though Buddhists, 
to use Mahomedan designations in addition to their own 
names, and even to issue medallions bearing the kalima, the 
Mahomedan confession of faith, in Persian script ; doubtless 
at first, about this time, the kings had these medallions struck 
for them in Bengal, but later they struck their own. Nara- 
meikhla’s brother and successor All Khan 1434-59 (p. lOO) 
annexed Sandoway and Ramu. Basawpyu (Kalima Shah) 
1459-82 occupied Chittagong in 1459 and it was usually 
in Arakanese hands till 1666 ; indeed it had occasionally 
been subject to Arakan for centuries, and according to the 
fluctuations of power in the middle ages, when Bengal 
was in the ascendant, some kings, for instance Narameikhla 
1404-34, sent tribute to Bengal and when the Arakanese were 
in the ascendant they received tribute from the Ganges delta, 
“ The Twelve Towns of Bengal.” ' 

After 1532 the coast, though poor and largely uninhabited,^ 
was liable to pillage by hpalaung ( == feringhi =» Portuguese). 
It would have been a disastrous period for Arakan, with the 
aggressive Tabinshwehti on the throne of Pegu, had not king 
Minbin 1531 -53 been capable. He strengthened the massive 
stone walls of Mrohaung and dug a deep moat for the tidal 
waters; and when the Burmese invaders (p. 158) penetrated 
the eastern outworks of the city, he opened the sluices of his 
great reservoirs and flooded them out. He retained Ramu and 
Chittagong in spite of raids there by the Tippera tribes while 
he was engaged by Tabinshwehti, and coins bearing his name 
and styling him sultan were struck at Chittagong. He built 
at Mrohaung the Shwedaung pagoda, the Shitthaung, Duk- 
kanthein,and Lemyethna temples, and the Andaw to enshrine 
a Ceylon tooth. 

Unlike the other races of Burma, the Arakanese maintained 
sea-going craft ^ and Chittagong bred a race of competent 
seamen. For centuries they were the terror of the Ganges 
delta and at times they hampered even Portuguese shipping. 

^ For these, see JASBingal 19x3 Hosten **The Twelve Bhuiyas or Land- 
lords of Bengal.” 

* Hamilton II. 30. 

* The king could equip as many as two hundred, resembling gall^ (Year 
.1569, Caesar Frederick at Hakluyt X. 138). 
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Finally they united with Portuguese freebooters and thus 
brought about the greatest period in Arakanese history, circ. 
1550-1666. The Portuguese, subject to no control from Goa, 
had settled in numbers at Chittagong, making it a thriving 
port, since the middle of the sixteenth century. It was always 
held by a brother or faithful clansman of the king, with an 
Arakanese garrison ; every year the k- ^ sent a hundred boats 
full of troops, powder, and ball, and tn the garrison and 
boats sent in the previous year returned hOi. ::o Arakan. 

Minyazagyi the founder of the rarabaw pagoda 

at Mrohaung, employed De Brito in the expedition against 
Pegu (p. 183). It comprised land levies which went over the 
passes, as well as a flotilla from Chittagong and the Ganges 
delta. On the return journey the wise minister Mahapinnya- 
kyaw, lord of Chittagong, died and was buried, after cremation, 
near the Hmawdin pagoda at Negrais; he had served the 
kings from youth up, and his compilation of legal precedents, 
Mahapinnyakyaw pyattofiy which placed the interpretation of 
the Manu dkammathats on a definitely Buddhist basis, was 
thereafter among the most valuable works of its kind through- 
out Burma, 

The Burmese, Talaing, and Siamese prisoners brought 
back by the expedition were settled at Urittaung and along 
the Mayu river. Some of the Talaings were at Sandoway, 
and it is probably they who built the Lemyethna pagoda 
there ; a thousand of them tried to escape and were recaptured ; 
they then plotted with Indians in aid of the yiivaraja (crown 
prince), Minhkamaung, when he came to worship at the Andaw 
pagoda, Sandoway ; they marched on the palace to assassinate 
the king, and they failed. The crown prince was pardoned 
but his companion, Ugga Byan, poet and lord of Sindin in 
Akyab district, was condemned to have his hands struck off 
and to be dedicated with the Talaings and Indians as slaves to 
the Mahamuni image. 

In 1608 the king offered to let the Dutch trade and build 
fortifications in return for help in driving out the Portuguese, 
but their commitments elsewhere were too heavy to allow them 
to accept the offer. ^ 

Fearing De Brito was about to seize Dianga, the port on 
the bank opposite Chittagong, the king massacred six hundred 

’ Hague Transcripts 1607-16 letter ; De Jonge III. 77. 
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Portuguese settlers there in 1607. Sebastian Gonzalez Tibao, 
a man of low birth who had made enough money in Bengal 
salt to buy a boat of his own, was among those who escaped. 
Though outnumbered eight to one, Tibao and his men ex- 
terminated the Afghan pirates of Sandwip island and set up 
there in 1609; this important island was a trade centre, it 
commanded the mouth of the Brahmaputra and Ganges 
rivers, and its neighbourhood provided timber in abundance for 
shipbuilding. The king quarrelled with his brother, governor 
of Chittagong, who went over to Tibao and gave him his sister ; 
Tibao baptised and married her. Although they used to 
plunder Arakan and sell the loot in the Ganges delta, the king 
leagued with them for a time in order to prevent the Moghul 
governor of Bengal from taking Noakhali at the Ganges mouth 
which was then in Arakanese hands. While thus allied to the 
king, Tibao gained possession of the Arakanese flotilla by the 
simple expedient of murdering its captains at a council. He 
used to raid villages up the Lemro river and even captured 
the king's gold and ivory barge ; * his nephew had been left as 
hostage with the king who now crucified him on the bank 
under Tibao’s eyes, but even this did not make him desist. 

Minhkamaung (Husein Shah) 1612-22, as crown prince, had 
been captured ])y De Brito (p. 185). His queen built the 
Ratanabon pagoda at Mrohaung. On coming to the throne 
ht^ tried to rein.state Ugga Byan in society, but convention 
was too strong and he remained an outcaste. 

Minhkamaung is famous as the king who broke the power 
of the Portuguese in his dominions. His first atlvance on 
Sandwip was withdrawn because of a raid by the raja of 
Tippera. He then had to meet a counterstroke by Tibao 
who, aided this time by official Portuguese ships, attacked 
Mrohaung in 1615; Minhkamaung with some Dutch ships 
beat him off and finally in 1617 ejected him from Sandwip. 
After this the Portuguese ceased to be the king’s rivals and 
became his servants. They centred at Chittagong, becoming 
ever (.luskier in complexion, continuing to hear mass devoutly, 
and occasionally assassinating their priests who, indeed, were 
little better; with the Arakanese they made a dire combina- 

' Sicifens III. i6i. The king made long progresses throughout his dominions 
in this magnificent barge, surrounded by the court in boats, a niovirg city as it 
were. 
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tion, holding Sandwip island, Noahkali and Backergunge 
districts, and the Sunderbaiids delta south of Calcutta, and 
raiding up to Dacca and even Murshidabad, while Tippera sent 
them propitiatory tribute. After they had sacked Dacca, his 
capital, in 1625, the Moghul governor felt so unsafe that for a 
time he lived further inland. For generations an iron chain 
was stretched across the Hooghly river between Calcutta and 
Sibpur to prevent their entrance. In a single month, February 
1727, they carried off i,8oo captives from the southern parts 
of Bengal ; the king chose the artisans, about one-fourth, to 
be his slaves, and the rest were sold at prices varying from 
Rs. 20 to Rs. 70 a head and set to work on the land as slaves.^ 
This continued throughout the eighteenth century, decreasing 
when the English began to police the coast. But even in 
1795 they were plundering the king of Burma’s boats off 
Arakan, laden with his customs dues of lO per cent, in kind.-’ 
Rennell’s map of Bengal, published in 1794, marks the area 
south of Backergunge “de.scrted on account of the ravages 
of the Muggs [Arakane.se].” They had forts at Jagdia and 
Alamginiagar in the mouth of the Meghna river, and here 
and there a few of them .settled in the delta, for a little colony 
of 1,500, speaking Burmese and wearing Burmese dress, still 
survive on four or five islands in the extreme south-east of 
Backej gijiige district. They did not occupy the countr\- 
arlministiatively, they held it to blackmail: — 

I'lie Arakan piraf.es, both ami feiin.i'hi, uscil (..oii>ianiK to 

conic l*y l!u: water vouic and piunder ISeiigal. They carried ott the 
Hhidvis and Maln.MJiedan.s tiiai tiiey could seize, pierced tise palm;: of 
their hands, jiasM.nl thin .stri|>.s ot cane thr('U).jh the boles ami threw them 
huddled. to.^ctht:r under the deck.s of their ships. Every nioniiui^ 
they flung down some uiu:of»ked rice to the captives Iroui above, as we 
fling grain to fowl. On leaching home the pirates employed some 
of the hardy n'.en that survived such iieatrueut in tillage and other 
degrading jnjisiiii.s. The others were sold to the Dutch, English, 
ami French merchants at the ports of the Deccan. Sometimes they 
brought their captives to . . . OTi.s.sa ; anchoring a short distance from 
the coast they sent a man a.shorc with tlu? news. The local ofticers, 
in fear of the pirates committing any dejnedation or kidnaj-'j/mg there, 
stood on the shore with a number of followers, and sent .a man with 
money on boanl. If the terms were satisfactory, the pirates took the 
ransom and set the captive.s free with the man. Only the feringhis 


• Twenty^four Parganas Gazetteer 39. 
‘ Syuies 117. 
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sold their prisoners. But the Maghs employed all whom they had 
carried off in agriculture and other services. Many high bom 
persons and Saiyads, many Saiyad-born pure women, were compelled 
to undergo the disgrace of slavery or concubinage to these wicked 
men. Mahomedans underwent such oppression as they had not to 
suffer in Europe. As they continually practised raids for a long time, 
Bengal daily became more and more desolate and less and less able 
to resist them. Not a house was left inhabited on either side of the 
rivers lying on their track from Chittagong to Dacca. The district 
of Bakla [Backergunge and part of Dacca], which formerly 
abounded in houses and cultivated fields and yielded a large revenue 
as duty on betel-nuts, was swept so clean with their broom of plunder 
and abduction that none was left to tenant any house or kindle a light 
in that region. . . . The governor of Dacca had to confine his 
energies to the defence of that city only and to the prevention of the 
coming of the pirate fleet to Dacca ; he stretched iron chains across 
the stream. . . . The sailors of the Bengal flotilla were inspired with 
such fear of the pirates that whenever a hundred war-boats of the 
former sighted only four of the latter, the Bengal crew thought 
themselves lucky if they could save their lives by flight ; and when 
the distance was too short to permit escape, they — rowers, sepoys, 
and gunners alike — threw themselves overboard, preferring drowning 
to captivity. Many feringhis living at Chittagong used to visit the 
imperial dominions for plunder and abduction. Half their booty they 
gave to the raja of Arakan and the other half they kept They 
were known as the Hermad [Armada] and owned a hundred swift 
jalia boats full of war material. . . . Latterly the raja of Arakan 
did not send his own fleet to plunder the Moghul territory, as he 
considered the feringhi pirates in the light of his servants and shared 
their booty. When Shayista Khan asked the feringhi deserters, what 
salary the Magh king had assigned to them, they replied “ Our salary 
was the Moghul empire. We considered the whole of Bengal as our 
fief. We had not to bother ourselves about court clerks and revenue 
surveyors, but levied our rent all the year round without difficulty. 
We have kept the papers of the division of the booty for the last 
forty years.” (Year 1670 circ., Shihabuddin Talish, soldier and his- 
torian, see Jadunath Sarkar “History of Aurangzib” III. 224 and 
JAS Bengal 1907 his “The Feringi Pirates of Chatgaon ” 422). 

Thirithudamma 1622-38 deferred his coronation twelve years 
because the wise assured him he would die a year after. ^ 

^To avert this fate, just before his coronation he sacrificed 6,000 human 
hearts, 4,000 hearts of white cows and 2,000 of white doves (M antique xxxi). The 
numbers are of course exaggerated, but Arakanese gentlemen tell me the sacrifice 
is true to type, although they do not cite other instances. A traditional king of 
Sweden kilM nine of his sons to prolong his life ; among the Baganda eight men 
were killed at the coronation, and others throughout the reign, to invigorate the 
king's life ; when a king of Uganda was ill, some of his subjects were selected by 
the priests and put to death (Frazer “The Dying God ’* 160- 1 and “ Adonis, Attis, 
Osiris ” II. 220-6). 
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It took place in 1635, and Manrique. an Austin friar who 
was present^ describes it as a dazzling spectacle — twelve 
vassal chiefs were crowned at the same time, in the i^ilace 
was a hall gilded from top to bottom, with massive pillars 
each composed of a single tree, and the Guards included 
Mahomedans from Upper India, Talaings, Burmans, feringhi 
gunners, and even some Japanese Christians.^ 

Thirithudamma raided Moulinein and Tegu town, bringing 
back, among his loot, Anauk|.)etluifs bell (p. 191), which he 
set up at a pagoda near Mrohaung.- In 1638 his brother, 
lord of Chittagong, deserterl to the Moghuls. 'I'lie chief 
<|ueen, Natshinme. had a paramour, the lord of Launggyet, 
minister and royal kinsman, who was exf)ert in the deadliest 
forms of black magic ; so Thirithudamma died suddenly. His 
only direct heir, Minsani, the little son of Natshinme, then 
fell ill ; Nat.shinmc nursed him, and he died. 

Her paramour thus became king Narapatigyi 1638-45, but 
as soon as the Massacre of the Kinsmen (p. 338) had been 
enforced and he was firm on the throne, he would not suffer 
her in the palace-citadel and made her live at a safe cli.stance 
outside. Narapatigyi built at Mrohaung the Mingalamanaung 
pagoda, and, to house .some .scriptures from Ceylon, the 
Pitakataik. 

Sandathudamnia 1652-84 is revered as one of the noblest 
kings. He built the Zinamanaiing, Thekyamanaung, Ratan- 
amanaung, Shwekyathein and Lokamu pagodas at Mrohaung. 
Buddhist missions to and from Ceylon had taken place in 
previous ages, and now, in the last year of his reign, some 
forty Arakanese monks went to Ceylon at the request of a 
mission sent by the aid of the Dutch ; ^ the Dutch, fearing a 
revival of Portugue.se influence in Ceylon, wished to strike at 
Catholicism by reviving upa.sampadii ordination (p. 56) which 
was on the way to becoming extinct. One reason why it w^as 

• Chii.stianily was undergoing persecution in Japan, 'though overbearing, 
tiu; japaiiest; were in demand as valiant and faithful mercenaries — thus, the king of 
Siam had 70 in his bodyguard at this time (yv>»S 1910 Kavenswaay “ Van Vliet’s 
description of Siam ” 28). 

- A Hindu oflicer of irregular hor.se in the t82.|-0 war trx)k it to Aligarh, U.i\ 
'I'he text and translation of its inscription are at y AHUoiiral liS^S VVroughton 
** Inscription of the large Acakan bell.” 

■ Similarly in 1753 the Dutch obtained monks from Siam, Tenmnt 223 ; cf. 
Sga Me. 
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to Arakan that they sent is that from about 1626 to 1683 
they had a branch a mile from Mrohaung ; it was closed at 
times, because they had so many commitments elsewhere ; and 
in 1670 the whole staff was massacred. But while it lasted 
they found the king of Arakan more business-like, than him of 
Burma, for under the articles^ of 1653 he admitted their right 
to claim their own interpreter at audiences and to take away 
their children by women of the country (p. 350). 

Indeed, as might be expected of a people dwelling amid 
the life of the sea-[X)rts, the Arakanese were in several respects 
less backward than the Burmese. Thus they permitted the 
exixjrt ofirice (pp. 206, 3 57), under the control of an officer 
who regulated it so as to prevent a shortage. And about 1660 
they began to use coined currency in the ports, striking it 
themselves ; India had done so in Roman times ; the Burmese 
did not do so till 1861, though after annexing Arakan in 1785 
Bodavvpaya struck some medallions for enshrinement in the 
Mingun pagoda (p. 275), having learnt the idea from Arakan. 
The Arakanese had used such medallions since the tenth cen- 
tury for commemorative and religious purposes, usually at a 
king^s accession. 

Shuja, brother of Aurangzib, was defeated in his struggle 
for the Moghul throne, and had to flee in 1660. The people 
of Bengal regarded the Maghs as unclean savages, but Shuja 
w^as in such straits that he asked the king of Arakan to shelter 
him and provide ships so that he could go to Mecca. The 
king consented, and Shuja, with his family and followers, were 
brought to Mrohaung in Bortuguese galeasses.^ Shuja kept 
aloof from the king, repelled by his table manners. The 
Arakanese had never seen the like of his treasure, six or eight 
camel loads of gold and jewels ; moreover, the Moghuls offered 
large sums for his extradition. Right months went by, yet 
the king never provided the ships he had promised. Finally 
he asked for Shuja’s eldest daughter, and Shuja, a blue-blooded 
Moghul of the imperial house, felt that his cup of bitterness 
was full. He was helpless and could not get away. In 
desperativ): he decided to overthrow the king. He had two 

* ['’'alentyn V. i. 140-0. 

- Half f(alleys, from early Portuguese geluas, a half-decked craft used in the 
Red Sea and called in Arabic jalba^ whence jalia, and English jolly-boat. 
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hundred faithful men, and he also won over the local 
Mahomedans ; the thrones of Indo-China have been over- 
thrown with fewer men, and good judges on the spot thought 
he had a reasonable chance. But there were too many in 
the plot to keep it secret, and the king heard of it in time. 
Shuja's men fired the city before being overwhelmed, and he 
escaped to the interior for some week.s but was found and 
executed. For days it was a sight to see his treasure being 
melted down and conveyed to the palace strong-room. His 
daughters were taken into the harem, the marriage of the 
eldest being celebrated in song and verse which arc still greatly 
admired. A year or .so later the king, perceiving a plot, 
starved them to death, although the eldest was in an advanced 
stage of pregnancy by him.self ; and their brothers* heads were 
hacked off with dahs} 

Aurangzib himself would have executed Shuja, though not 
his women, but he did not like outsiders doing it, and also it 
was nece.ssary to curb the piracy of the Maghs. Shayista 
Khan,‘^ the Moghul viceroy of Bengal, built a fleet, and in 1665 
drove them out of their strong stockades on Sandwip island. 
The news spread consternation, and the king in fear began to 
distrust the feringhis, who, suspecting that he would exter- 
minate their families, accepted the offers of Shayista Khan 
and fled with their families in forty-two galeasses laden with 
munitioiis ; they received fiefs, and their descendants still live 
at Feringhi Bazaar, twelve miles .south of Dacca. In 1666 
Shayista Khan’s force of 6,500 men and 288 boats took 
C^hittagong after a thirty-six hours* siege, and subsequently 
Ramu. 'rhey .sold 2,000 Arakanese into .slavery and captured 
1,026 cannon, mostly jingals throwing a one pound ball. One 
hundred and thirty-five ships were taken, the rest had been 
sunk in action, and two elephants were burnt in the sack. 
Such of the Arakanese garrison as escaped tried to march 
home, but on the way they were attacked l^y their former 
slaves, the kidnapped Mahomedans of Bengal who had been 
settled on the land. 

'^^chonten 1. 228-37, Bernier 109-15, Mamuci 1. 369-7O, Bun'ny 139-42, 
Hamilton IT. 27-9, yBRS 1922 Harvey “The Fate of Shah Shuja.” 

‘^Chittagong Gazetteer ^1, Bernier 174-82, yASBengal 1907 Jaclunath Sarkai 
“ The Conquest of Lhatgaon,” yadimath Sarkar “ History of Aurang/ib ” III. 
220-45. 
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The fall of Chittagong caused indescribable rejoicing in 
Bengal. It was a decisive blow to the prosperity of the 
Arakanese, and with it their century of greatness came to an 
end. They were, indeed, able to continue their sea raids, for 
the trackless delta of the Ganges afforded scope to them, as 
to nests of pirates recruited from the scum of every race; but 
never again did they hold Chittagong or even Ramu, and they 
lost their sword arm by the desertion of the feringhis. 
Sandathudamma’s long reign saw the power of his race pass 
its zenith, and his death is followed by a century of chaos. 
The profits of piracy had gone but the piratical instinct 
remained, rendering government impossible. 

A long coastline exposed Arakan to alien breeds, and a 
difficult terrain hampered the task of a central government. 
Shiija’s followers in 1661 were retained as Archers of the 
Guard, praetorians who drew Rs. 4 a month, equivalent to 
many times that amount of modern currency. They murdered 
and set up kings at will, and their numbers were recruited by 
fresh arrivals from Upper India. In 1692 they burnt the 
palace, and for the next twenty years they roamed over the 
country, carrying fire and sword wherever they went. 

Finally they were suppressed by a lord who set up as king 
Sandawizaya 1710-31 ; he deported them to Ramree; there, 
and at Thinganet and Tharagon near Akyab, their descendants 
still exist, under the name Kaman (Persian kaman = a bow), 
speaking Arakanese but retaining their Mahomedan faith and 
Afghan features. He fought the raja of Tippera and raided 
Sandwip, Prome, and Alalun in Thayetmyo district. But his 
reign was only an interlude of capacity and after his murder 
the country relapsed. 

King after king was murdered, and village fought against 
village. Earthquakes are for centuries mentioned in the 
chronicles of the various states of Burma, but those of 1761-2 
in Arakan were exceptionally awesome ; the whole coastline 
rose three cubits perpendicular, the king changed his name to 
evade the pursuit of the unseen powers, and the people felt 
that they were doomed. When Singu 1 / 7 ( 5-82 was king 
of Burma, many of them fled and asked him to intervene ; 
but a more energetic king than Singu might well have 
felt unequal to calming such a bedlam, and he refused. 
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Sometimes the lords would induce a hardy spirit to accept 
the throne, and as often others would combine to make his 
task impossible. 

Hie last kinjy, Thamada i 782 - 5 » bearing as if in irony the 
name of the first king on earth, had less authority than ever, 
for he was of slave blood. ^ Another band of lords went to 
Ava asking for intervention ; perhaps they were patriots wish- 
ing to see their lajid at rest ; perhaps they wanted the sweets 
of office. Their request was granted with a vengeance, lor 
Bodawpaya was now king in Burma. M.an>' a village came 
out with music to greet his armies as deliverers, and there 
was little fighting because the king hatl few supporters. But 
tlie methods of the .Burme.se were such that soon the very men 
who had brought them in were leading insurgents airainst 
them. Yet perhaps e\'en a good administrator could have 
done little better with the only means Bodawpaya had at his 
<iisposal (pp. 2(.i7, :»8o). 

' 'I'hal is, he was a man of Raiiiree. The people of Kamree and Checluba, 
being rougJi islanders, occupied in such tasks as woodcutlirig, are htyoiul ihc 
pale. An Arakaiiesc will not marry among ihcin. 
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TME TOUNGOO DYNASTY r^jr 175.* 

Tabinshwehti 1531*50. The Shan migration into the plains 
(p. 125), a nightmare lasting two centuries, had now ended, 
but no overlord had emerged. Tabinshwehti was to restore 
the kingship. He was only fifteen, but the dice were loaded 
in his favour. 'I'lio Shan irruption liad driven the Burmese 
south to Toungoo, greatly increasing his man-power ; he was 
in touch with Kyaukse, the richest area in Up[)er Burma and 
the key to Ava ; and to crown ail, his op[)onents were Shans, 
a hill-race with a congenital incapacity for combined action. 

Tlie Burmese refugees around him included not only simple 
peasants who had fled in panic, but also men of mark who 
burned to regain their rightful pomp. He had the faithful 
lords of Toungoo who had watched him from his cradle, and 
Jkiyinnaiing,^ so!i of his wet nurse, the great comrade to 
whom he now gave his sister in marriage. 

At his accession he decifled to have his ears bored at the 
Shwemawdaw aiuJ nowhere else, and he accomplished this, 
surrounded by armed retainers, under the nose of the Talaing 
king, whose men did not dare gainsay him. 

In C535 he started his career of conquest by attacking 
Lower Burma, probably because it was prospering on maritime 
trade and contained more loot than the north country. He 
reduced the western provinces, Bassein and Myaungmya, with 
little difficulty. When advancing on Pegu town he was op- 
posed by the Talaing flotilla and Ji Portuguese craft which 
happened to be trading in the port ; the Burmese drove off 
the Talaing war canoes and then overwhelmed the Portuguese, 
who died fighting single-handed.- The incident suggests, mis- 
management or lack of morale on the part of the Talaings 

^ See note “ Tabinshweliti and Hayintiaung p. 3^2. -Stevens II. 10. 

^53 
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who ought to have won easily seeing that they had the best 
war canoes and boatmen in the country, just as the Burmese 
had the best infantry and the Shans the best clepharitry. 

But in spite of several attempts, Tabinshwehti could not 
take Pegu city. Therefore he had recourse to strategem. 
The Pegu king's ablest supporters were two commanders, 
whom he sent to Tabinshwehti with a letter asking for 
friendly relations. Tabinshwehti pointedly avoided referring 
to the letter but treated the envoys themselves with unusual 
honour. After their return he wrote a letter to them by 
name “ When the matter you arranged with me is finished, I 
will give one of you Pegu and the other Martaban to rule 
over.” The bearers of this letter had instructions to insult 
the Talaing /hup vis by demanding food gratuitously and, 
having thus provoked a quarrel, to run away leaving the letter 
behind. They did so, and the Talaing thus^yis forwarded the 
letter to their king, who at once, perceiving the two com- 
manders to be traitors, put them to death. ^ Thus deprived 
of their best leaders, the '1 alaings lost heart, many of them 
deserted, their king fled to Prome, and Tabinshwehti entered 
Pegu without striking a blow in 1539 * 

He then attacked Prome. During the advance w'e get the 
first characteristic touch of his great comrade Bayinnaiing ; it 
is like a breath of new life after three centuries of mannikins. 
Bayinnaung’s scouts stumbled acro.ss a greatly superior Talaing 
force on the other side of a stream. Other commanders 
would have promptly retreated, but Bayinnaung had already 
discovered, as every good leader discovers in a third-rate en- 
vironment, that numbers do not matter, it is spirit that counts. 
He improvised rafts and put his men across the stream. Just 
before the attack he was handed a message from the king 
that if he found the enemy he should not engage them but 
wait for the main body. He sent back answer that he had 
already met and beaten the enemy. His attendant said “ You 
have reported a victory before we have fought, the odds arc 
against us, we shall probably lose, an 1 think how the king 

^Hmannan II. 201-2. This stratagem was the height of technique, ami 
Mahabandula used it against his opponents in 1825, drying to make them get rid 
of a country-born in their service, to whom he wrote thanking him for information 
received and asking for more. 'I'hey filed the letter, Trant 164. 
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will punish us then!*’ Bayinnaung answered “If wc lose? 
Why then we die here, and who can punish dead men ?” He 
destroyed the rafts after his men had crossed, tiis ofticers 
remonstrated, saying “ The enemy are ten to one and we 
shall never get out of this alive if you destroy the rafts.” 
“Just so,” said Bayinnaung, “Friends, we have got to win 
now.” 

The attack on Prome failed because tlie tribes of Upper 
Burma, headed by the Ava sawbwa, came swarming down the 
river to help the besieged. Tabinshwehti had to return home. 
But his task was lightened by the death of Takayutpi (p. r2o). 
On hearing of their king’s death such Talaings as were still 
recalcitrant came in to pay allegiance wholesale. He treated 
them well, giving the men rice and clothes, and confirming the 
lords in their fiefs. Thus he now had at his back not only his 
Burinans but also the Talaing levies, under their own lords. 
Further, he engaged 700 Portuguese, with their ships, under 
Joano Cayeyro, one of the many Portuguese adventurers who 
now roamed over the P!ast with his merry men, in great demand 
among the wrangling rajas; they brought muskets and light 
artillery, probably the first ever seen in Burma (p. 340). 

In 1541 Tabinshwehti proceeded to complete his conquest 
of the Pegu kingdom by attacking its wealthiest tow n Martaban. 
The puny Portuguese artillery was useless against ramparts 
backed by earthwork, and he could not even get near the w\'iter 
side of the town becau.se it w'as defended by seven Portuguese 
ships and a hundred men under a rival adventurer Paulo Seixas. 
The town repelled him with heavy loss but at tfie end of seven 
months it was famished and asked for terms. He would accept 
nothing but complete submission. The besieged lord would 
not agree and tried to seduce Joano Cayeyro, secretly sending 
him this letter : — 

Valiant and faithful Commander ot the Portuguese, through tlie 
grace of the King of the other end of the world, the strong and mighty 
lion, dreadfully roaring, with a crown of Majesty in the House of the 
Sun ! 1 the unhappy Chaubainha [Sawbinnya], heretofore a prince, 
but now no longer so, finding myself besieged in this wretched and 
unfortunate city, do give thee to understand by the words pronounced 
out of my mouth, with an assurance no less faithful than true, that I 
now render myself the vassal of the great King of Portugal, sovereign 
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lord of me, and my children, with an acknowledgement of homage, 
and such tribute as he at his pleasure shall impose on me ; wherefore 
. . . come speedily with thy ships to the bulwark of the chapel quay, 
where thou shall find me ready attending thee, and ... I will deliver 
myself up to thy mercy, with all the treasures that I have in gold, 
and precious stones, whereof I will most willingly give the one half to 
tlie King of Portugal, upon condition that he shall permit me with the 
remainder to levy in his kingdom, or in the fortresses which he hath 
in the Indies, two thousand Portuguese, to whom I will give extra- 
ordinary great pay that by their means I may be re-established in 
this state, which now I am constrained to abandon. {Pinto 296,) 

Joano Cayeyro was not the king of Fortugars officer but a free 
lance, and hearing that the lord of Martaban had treasure 
enough to fill several ships, he wished to aid him in escaping. 
But his officers were jealous, and threatened to denounce him 
to Tabinsbwehti, so he had to refuse. 

In despair, the lorrl of Martaban allowed Paulo Seixas to 
depart, paying him off with a pair of bracelets which subse- 
quently sold for a fabulous sum ; and with him went his 
Talaing wife, his two children, and some of hts men. But the 
seven ships remained and the town was far from taken. 
Tabinshvvehti therefore accepted the proposal of one of his 
commanders, Smim Payu who, being a Talaing, was more 
expert than Burmans at water fighting. Smim Payu went 
up stream to Lagunpyin (.? Lagun, twenty miles up the Sal- 
ween river) with a numerous levy, felled huge bamboos by 
the thousand, and made them into rafts of two kinds. One 
kind contained jingals mounted on scaffolds higher than the 
walls of Martaban ; the others were fire-rafts and came floating 
down the river with flames higher than a toddy tree. Fire 
rafts' presented no difficulty to ships of sufficient size to 
launch several boats manned by competent seamen, but 
Portuguese craft were tiny things, often only half decked with 
a single boat apiece, manned largely by Eurasians and slaves. 
Three of the defending ships slipped their cables and stood 
out to .sea. The remaining four were either burnt or captured. 
The scaffold rafts, crammed with troops were then brought 
alongside the walls and the stormers soon won a foothold. 

The sack raged three days. The booty was superior to 

1 The Burmese used them in 1824, containing Pegu jars full of flaming oil. 
They were flung off and did no damage, see Havelock^ Snod^rassy Trant. 
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anything previously taken in Burma, being the accumulated 
gold, silver, jewels, pepper, sandal and aloes wood, camphf^r, 
silk, and lace which filled the godowns of merchants of many 
races — Portuguese, Greek, Venetian, Moor, Jew, Armenian, 
Persian, Abyssinian, Malabari and Sumatran. The palace and 
town were burnt to the ground. The captive prince with all 
his family and followers, men and women, were cruelly ex- 
terminated in spite of a promise of good treatment. Score.s of 
nobles were flung into the river with stones round their necks, 
and the remaining property of the merchants, mostly foreigners, 
was confiscated. Moulmein and the southern territory sub- 
mitted as far as the Siamese frontier at Tavoy. 

Tabinshwchti exercised his royal privilege of putting spires 
on the Talaing pagodas; to the Shwedagon he offerer! his 
queen and redeemed her with ten viss (36 -5 lb.) of gold. In 
1542 he marched on Prome. The Upper Burma tribes came 
down to help it; Bayinnaung went a day's march north, 
defeated them in an ambush, and drove them back. I'he 
lord of Prome had already presented his sister to the king 
of Arakan and asked him for help against the rising Toun- 
goo power ; and the Arakanese sent a force through the Pa* 
daung pass and a flotilla along the coast. Bayinnaung sent 
a forged letter, as from the lord of Prome, to the Arakanese as 
they came out of the pass, and thus succeeded in ambushing 
them, after which they went home; their flotilla reached 
Bas.sein, heard of this defeat, and also went home. For these 
services the king gave Bayinnaung the rings off his own fingers, 
three layers of cushions on which to lie in state, and the 
appointment o( yuvamja (crown prince). After a five months' 
siege starvation set in at Prome, the besieged deserted in great 
numbers, and the town was mercilessly sacked, atrocities being 
perpetrated on children and ladies of rank, and hundreds of the 
defenders being crucified.^ 

Tabinshwchti had maintained a cart-track from Pegu to 
Toungoo ; he now maintained one to Prome, said to be much 
the same as the present alignment. In 1 544 the seven saivbtvas 
(p. 109) attacked Prome but withdrew on the advance of 
Tabinshwchti who smashed their war canoes by gunfire, and 

‘ Sec note “ Pinto ” p. *342. 
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permanently occupied central Burma as far as the north of 
Minbu and Myingyan districts. Three years previously he 
had been crowned at Begu as king of T,ower Burma, and now 
while halting at Pagan he was crowned as king of Upper 
Burma. ^ On his return he was crowned at Pegu in 1 546 as 
king of both, using Talaing as well as Burmese rites. Only 
half his task was done, but the rest was sure, and men again 
beheld the glory of the ancient ritual ; at last, alter three 
centuries of sordid sawbwas^ there was once more a king in 
Burma. 

In I 546-7 he invaded Arakan. He had engaged a fresh 
batch of Portuguese under Diogo Soarez de Mello, well armed 
troops of good quality,- and these now accompanied him. 
The Burmese levies under Bayinnaung marched by the pass 
from Kyangin in Henzada district, clearing a track as they 
went ; the Talaing levies went by boat round the coast, headed 
by the king himself and two Portuguese ships, but they suffered 
severely from weather on the way, the more so as the Talaings 
were no seamen. Sandoway was already in the king’s hands, 
for its lord had paid homage in return for a promise that he 
would be given the throne of his nephew the king of Arakan. 
North of Sandoway the land and water forces united and 
continued their advance in conjunction, driving in opposition 
till they camped before Mrohaung. Their only chance of 
taking a walled town like Mrohaung quickly lay in surprising 
it when the defences were out of repair. But Arakan happened 
to have a king who, gauging Tabinshwehti's tendencies, 
had put his defences in good order (p. T40). The Burmese, 
unable to make headway, were glad to accept the inter- 
cession of the monks ; and after the opposing leaders had 
met and conversed amicably, the invaders returned home. 

They returned in haste because Siam, hearing that 
'rabinshwehti with all his valiant men was away in Arakan, 
had been unable to resist the temptation of raiding Tavoy. 
Tabinshwehti summoned the king of Siam to surrender his 
white elephants and meanwhile he prcpL.vd for an expedition^ 
in the cold weather 1547-8. He recalled Uiogo Soarez de 
Mello, who had taken leave from Arakan to serve against the 

i Phayre MSS. a Qonio IH. i 17 20. 

■'See note “ Siamese Chronology ” p. 3113. 
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sultan of Achin and now returned with five other captains and 
180 men. The Burmese hosts crossed from Martaban to 
Mouhiiein on a bridge of boats over which they could ride 
their ponies at a gallop. His Majesty’s elephant was ferried 
across on a raft, but the other elephants were sent up stream 
where the fords were shallow ; jingals w ::re mounted on many 
of these elephants. The cannon were kept close to the king, 
and he moved in great state, surrounded by the choicest 
elephants, richly attired lords, and 400 Portuguese Guards 
whose morions and arquebuses were inlaid with gold, for they 
provided a bodyguard as well as artillery. Little Nandabayin 
(p- 179) the thirtecn-year-old son of Bayinnaung, rode with 
the armies. Hundreds of workmen went ahead every day to 
pitch the wooden camp palace,' richly f)ainted and gilded, and 
at each halt there was a pwe festival. 

The advance was up the Ataran river, through Three 
Pagodas Pass and down the Meklawng river to Kanburi. 
Thence they struck at Ayuthia, driving in the Siamese at 
Yazathein (? near Intaburi), where the king of Siam risked 
himself in the press, and the queen, rushing up on her elephant 
to rescue him, was cleft from shoulder to heart by the lord of 
Promc ; her sons advanced and carried off her body.‘“ 

But the Burmese could not take Ayuthia. The Siamese Iiad 
cannon made out of the copper which was annually imported 
from China. The weakest part of the wall was defended by 
fifty IVjrtuguese wdio elected one Diogo Pereira as their 
captain ; Tabinshwehti tried to bribe them, but they treated 
the offer with derision, and one of the Siamese commanders, 
flinging open the town gate, dared Tabinshwehti to bring the 
money. 

After a month the Burmese withdrew and tried to plunder 
Kampengpet, a wealthy town ; but here again there were 
Portuguese who used flaming projectiles so that the guns had 
to be kept in shelter under damp hides. Tabinshwehti, saying 
the Siamese were devils who, when their own weapons failed, 
used new ones w'hich had never been known since the begin- 
ning of the world, retreated, and it would doubtless have 
gone hard with him had he not captured the Siamese king’s 
son, brother, and son-in-law in some open fighting. At once 

* Stevens 11. 175. Jones V. TO2. 
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Siamese envoys came with red and green woollen cloths, 
longyi^^ and aromatic woods, offering friendly relations in 
return for the captive princes. Tabinshwehti released not 
only the princes but also his other prisoners and was there- 
upon left unmolested during his retreat %na Raheng. 

When conquering the Delta, Tabinshwehti had made no 
attempt to administer his new subjects through Burmese 
governors. Any Talaing lord who made timely submission 
could count on being left in his fief. Consequently from the 
first he had a large Talaing following. He left the beautiful 
buildings of the Talaing kings standing when he captured 
Pegu. Talaing.s had their full say in his councils, he took 
care to be crowned with the ritual of a Talaing king, and 
he gave way to the importunities of his Talaing princesses, 
letting them dress in their own fashion instead of the Burmese 
court dress. P'inally, hearing an old prophecy that no king 
with a Burmese hairknot should rule the Talaing land, he 
bobbed his hair like a Talaing^ and wore the diadem of a 
Talaing king. 

But on returning from vSiam he consorted with a young 
Portuguese and fell from kingly virtue. The feringhi was an 
adventurer who had set out from Malacca with seven ships 
and scores of junks to attack the sultan of Achin ; being 
defeated, he fled with his remaining junks and 300 men to 
Martaban whose lord sent him under arrest to court. He 
rose to high favour through his skill in the chase with one of 
the wonderful new weapons — a fire-arm. The king went hunt- 
ing with him and in admiration gave him a royal handmaid to 
wife. The feringhi taught his bride to cook feringhi dishes 
for the king to eat, and gave him juice of the grape to drink. 
The juice delighted the king’s heart, so that he called the 
feringhi to where he sat on the thrcjne and drank. Finally the 
feringhi prepared spirits with honey to sweeten them, and the 
king drank and lost his wits, respecting not other men’s wives, 

‘The Talaings formerly cut their hair all on one pattern. They tlo not 
remember what it was but think it was as if a bowl were upturned on the head 
and the ends evenly trimmed all round the rim. Dalrymplc I. 99 in a passage 
dated 1759 says “Th; Peguers resemble the Malays in their appearance .and dis- 
position, though more industrious; they cut ihcir hair round before, and the back- 
part, from their cars to the crown of their head, is shaved in a semi circle. The 
Burmese are darker in complcxirai than the Peguers.” 
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listening to malicious tales, and sending men to the execu- 
tioners. Bayinnaung remonstrated with him, saying, “ This 
becometh not a king. It were well to reform ” ; but he 
answered “ I have made friends with drink. Brother, do thou 
manage the affairs of state. Bring me no petitions. Leave 
me to my jollity.” Sometimes he attended levees, sometimes 
he could not. Bayinnaung set the best officers to keep guard 
over him, and when order after order came to execute innocent 
men, he saw that no action was taken. Burmese, Shan and 
Talaing ministers waited on Bayinnaung asking him to take 
the throne. He answered “ Brethren, gratitude and loyalty 
alike bind us to the king. What ye have said, say it to me 
alone, tell it not to others. The Lord in His wisdom saith 
that an evil man, though he live an hundred years, shall not 
avail against an upright man though he live but a single day. 
I will advise His Maje.sty, and if his mind followeth not what 
1 say, then is it for you and me to render him faithful ser- 
vice. Let us hold no more unseemly counsel. Be not anxious 
but continue in your fiefs [p. 270]. Although, because of sin 
in a previous existence, the mind of our Sovereign Lord is 
infirm and he raveth, yet shall the realm not perish if we watch 
over and defend it.” Thereafter he seized the Portuguese 
favourite, paid him off, .set him on a ship, and sent him out of 
the country.^ 

Tabinshwehti went to live at Pantanaw in Maubin district 
in the care of Talaing chamberlains, and Bayinnaung went to 
deal with a rebellion headed by a monk, a bastard of the fallen 
Talaing dynasty, who, flinging off the robe, assumed the title 
of Smim Htaw, and occupied Dagon (Rangoon) and Dalla. 
Bayinnaung was soon chasing him through the Myaungmya 
and Bas.sein creeks. But .some of the Talaing chamberlains, 
having sent away their loyal colleagues on a pretext, lured 
Tabinshwehti from Pantanaw into a jungle saying a white 
elephant had been traced, and there one evening his sword- 
bearers cut off his head they then slew the Burmese attend- 
ants, raised their compatriots at Sittaung, drove Bayinnaung’ .s 


' See note “ The young feringhi ” p. 343. 

=^.\ge thirty-five. He is the Tabinshwehti Nat spirit. Temple 64. 
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brother out of Pegu, and set the leading chamberlain, Smim 
Sawhtut, on the throne. 


BAYINNAUNG 1551-81. The fiefs of central Burma all 
shut their gates and never lifted a finger to help Bayinnaung ; 
his own brothers and kinsmen tried to set up as independent 
kings in such important charges as Prome and Toungoo itself. 
There he was, a king without a kingdom, grappling with one 
Palaing rebel in the west while another sat on his throne in 
the east, his Burmese people looked on with folded hands, and 
his own brothers seceded. 

At once he sent overseas for Diogo Soarez de Mello and 
the Portuguese who had rejoined their own people ; they came 
promptly, brushing aside the Talaing rebels who tried to bar 
the creeks. Bayinnaung was overjoyed/ exclaiming “Ah, 
brother Diogo, brother Diogo, we two, wc happy two, 1 on 
iny elephant and thou on thy horse, could we not conquer the 
world together?*’ The levies with him were few but faithful, 
and he decided to march on Toungoo ; it was the family home 
and there he could raise the Burmese against an opposition 
which was mainly Talaing and was based on their weariness of 
serving in the shambles of a Burmese warmonger. Having 
sworn in the headmen and lords from Dagon to Henzada, he 
marched up the Pegu river and past the Makaw i)agoda at 
Pale. North of Pegu, Smim Htaw came out with his men, 
but Bayinnaung, “paying no more heed than a lion does to 
jackals,” swept on his way and stockaded himself successively 
at Myogyi and Yebokkon near Toungoo. 

He was joined by his queen who had escaped from Pegu 
and came in a palanquin. He sent for the men who had saved 
her, and some Mahomedans were presented to him ; he ex- 
claimed “ I asked for men, and you bring me chickens I Go, 
bring me men.” They brought him thirty-nine Portuguese 
whom the queen identified, and he loaded them with rewards.'^ 
He then moved to Zeyawaddy thirty miles away. Plere he 
was joined by Shans, Burmans, and even eight Talaing 

^Couto IV. i 13G. “Stevens 11 . 138, Couto IV. i 154. 
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ministers who had sickened at the new tyranny in Pegu. 
Smim Sawhtut was killed by a Portuguese bullet* in action* 
against Smim Htaw who succeeded him ; Talaings from 
Martaban itself, Smim Htaw*s stronghold, came over to Bayin- 
naung, recognising character v/hen they saw it. Toungoo 
deserted to him wholesale ; he occupied it, forgave his brother, 
and was crowned. 

He occupied Myede in Thayetmyo district where central 
Burma up to Sagu joined him, and he took Proine, his brother 
smashing in the town gate on his eleph«'int. He tried to get 
Ava so as to have still more men at his back before attacking 
Pegu, but he failed, although its fugitive chief, Mobye Narapati, 
joined him (p. 109). However, he had now sufficient men for 
the great venture, including not only Portuguese, Burmans, 
and Talaings but even some Mone Shan spearmen. 

Under the walls of Pegu, just before the hosts met, he 
poured libation of water from a golden goblet, praying for 
justice on the right ; the sky thundered and flashed with light- 
ning in answer. Smim Htaw fought him in single combat 
till Bayinnaung, freeing his elephant, drew back and charged, 
breaking the tusk of his foeman's elephant and driving him off 
the field followed by all his men. He then sacked Pegu, 
killing men, women, children, and even animals.'^ Diogo 
Soarez de Mello, after inducing him to spare the lives of some 
Portuguese who had fought for the Talaings, was mortally 
wounded in a brawl with the townsfolk, and then, holding the 
hand of a friendly lord smim, “ for he needed a little hope, he 
confessed his sins and died." 

Talaing opposition collapsed with the fall of Pegu. Smim 
Htaw could get few more followers, but he made a gallant fight, 
hunted as he was throughout the Delta, Many a jungle has 
its tradition of his hiding there (p. 120). South of Pyapon 
town a village bears his name, and south of that again at 
Myogon, on a pleasant little highland rising out of the rice 
swamp, amid many a fruit tree, are the remains of a tiny 
stockade which men say he once occupied. Sometimes he 
would catch the Burmese boats stranded at low tide in a 
creek, and wipe them out, sometimes he would surprise an 
outpost. But as the months passed, the inevitable end drew 

^ Pinto 441. ® Couto IV. i 136, Stevens II. 136. 
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nigh. His family fell into the hands of his hunters. He fled 
alone in a canoe along the coast to Martaban. Once they 
fell on him during the evening meal, but he escaped with a 
gash in the neck. At another time they found him asleep 
in a field, and actually seized him, but he slipped away leaving 
his clothes in their hands. He hid in the hills round Sittaung, 
poor and unknown till he took a village girl to wife and told 
her his secret ; she guilelessly told her father who reported 
to the talahkwan (village officers). When he was captured,^ 
Bayinnaung had him paraded through the jeering streets and 
put to a hard death. Thus ended Wareru’s lineage. 

Having regained the position from which he should have 
started, Bayinnaung set out on his career of conquest. The 
size of his armies varied with the area of his kingdom for the 
time being. At its maximum, when it included Upper Burma, 
the Shan states, and Siam, it supplied him with a mass levy 
approaching possibly one hundred thousand.^ His efforts 
were on a bigger scale than had hitherto been known in 
Burma, at least up to the time of Tabinshwehti. The trivial 
fighting which had dragged on throughout the preceding two 
and a half centuries now gave place to the mass movements 
and the knock-out blows of a man who aimed at a decision. 
No excuses were accepted from the men Under him. Long 
records of faithful service, and the ties of ancient friendship, 
were to be pleaded in vain by officers who failed; the least 
they had to fear was the instant deprivation of all their titles 
and property, and ruthless exile to some fever-stricken spot. 
As for the rank and file, the severity they suffered, under 
every determined leader of whom we have a record, was pro- 
voked by the fact that so many of the levies were like herds 
of cattle, and wholesale desertion was a commander’s constant 
dread ; the only way of ktieping them together and bringing 
them to action was to use methods of frightfulness. 

In 1555 Bayinnaung advanced on Ava. Half the levies 
went up the Sittang valley to Yamethin and thence eastwards ; 
the other half went by the Irrawaddy hi war canoes of many 
and strange shapes — horse, duck, crocodile, elephant, shark, 
dragon — led by Bayinnaung on a magnificent barge, shaped 


^ \\. \~S) , PlKVio 
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like a brahminy duck, 134 cubits long. Ava fell at the first 
blow ; her call for aid remained unanswered, as usual, by the 
other sawbwas^ who bestirred themselves only after the town 
had fallen. Bayinnauug had little difficulty in occupying the 
country up to Bangyi in Monyua district and Myedu in 
Shwebo district He returned home after leaving instructions 
for the cart track from Toungoo to Ava to be kept open. 

In three campaigns, 1 5 56-9, he reduced the Shan states 
Mohnyin, Mogaung, Momeik, Moiig Pai, Saga, Lawksawk, 
Yawnghwe, Hsipaw, Bhamo, Kale, Manipur, and .some which 
are now in Siam — Chiengmai and Linzin (Vhcngchang). In 
1 562 he raided the Koshanpyc towns up the Taping and 
Shweli rivers in Yiinnan.^ I.ater, Hsenwi and Kengtung sent 
propitiatory homage ; he had no authority there but it pleased 
him to send white umbrellas and the five regalia to Kengtung. 
The suzerainty of Burma over the Shans dates from this time ; 
the Pagan monarchy had controlled little more than the foot 
hills ; even now, Burmese suzerainty was seldom more than 
nominal till the second half of the eighteenth century. 

It is charactcri.stic that while Ba\’innaung was proceeding 
down the Salween against Chiengmai, his garrison iri Mone 
wa.s murdered and the bridge he had built across the Salween 
was destro> ed by Mone, Yawnghwe, and Lawksawk. Revolts 
were chronic. In 1562, 1572, 1574-6 he was campaigning 
against such places as Mohnyin and Mogaung, wearing out 
his men in pursuits over snow-clad hills in liio north. Pinally 
the chiefs submitted, tired of .starving in the wilderness. The 
Mogaung chief was exhibited for a week in fetters at the 
gates of Pegu ; as for some scores of his principal followers, 
Bayinnaung, saying he was very merciful, refrained from 
executing them and sent them to be sold as slaves in the 
Ganges |)orts.“ 

As was invariably the case, the Burmese no sooner occupied 
an area than they exacted levies, and the Burmese Shans 
were at once employed against the Siamese Shans. The 
chiefs presented daughters to the harem, sent their sons to be 
brought up in the palace, and paid periodic tribute ; Momeik, 

' See note “ Pong and Koshanpye ** p. 32*.^. 

“ Doubtles.s a'arniuk and Ualeshvvar. llmannan III. 47, anachronist as usual, 
says Calcutta ; but Calcutta did not come into c.xistencc till a century later. 
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the most valuable of all, paid rubies ; Chiengmai paid ele- 
phants, horses, lacquer and silks. Everywhere Bayinnaung 
deported numbers of the people in order to populate his home 
land.^ From Chiengmai he took artisans, especially her famous 
lacquer workers (p. 1 19) ; it is probably these who introduced 
into Burma the finer sort of lacquerware called yun, the name 
of the Yun or Lao Shan tribes round Chier jmai/^ 

In the 1556 campaign he went by bt. ge as far north as 
Htigyaing, Katha district, where his ’and levies crossed to 
the western bank; his queens and cmciibines accompanied 
him, worshipping together at the Sh' edagon and the Shwe- 
hsandaw at IVome. At the Shwe? . {on at Pagan he made 
offerings to as many monks as there were years in his life, and 
on his return journey in 1557 he set up the great bronze bell, 
bearing in Pali, Burmese, and Talaing an inscription ® every 
line of which breathes imperial pride in his conquests and in 
the steps he took to promote religion. In the 1557 eampaign 
he did not return home direct, but after reducing Mone went 
down the Salween to reduce Chiengmai. He promoted 
religion thus : — 

In Onbaung [Hsipavv], Moineik and the rest of the Shan country 
when a sawb'iva died, following heathen doctrine men used to kill 
his slaves and the dear horses and elephants that he rode, and bury 
them in the grave with him. His Majesty forbade such evil practices. 
Moreover, seeing that religion wjis not firmly established, he built 
pagodas at Onbaung and Momeik, and dedicated lands to religion, 
and built rnonasleiies of three stories with ten surrounding monasteries 
each at Onbaung and Momeik, and invited learned monks to abide 
there practising religion. The sawfnvus with all their counsellors 
and captains listened to the preaching of the law four holy days 
a month, and learned virtue. His Majesty placed one half the 
scriptures at Onbaung and the other half at Momeik. {Hmannan II. 
324. See note “ Funeral Sacrifice ” p. 343-) 

Bayinnaung also discouraged foreign settlers’ animal 
sacrifices, such as the hakrid^ and abolished the custom,^ 

* See note “ List of Captives'* p. 321. 

’^yURS igtg Morris " Lacquerware Industry of Burma” and 1920 Kyaw 
Dun ** Lacquerware called Yun.” 

* Unpublished, but will appear in Efigrafkia Birmanica. 

*Hmanjian IL 312, Wawhayalinatta 69. See note ** Drink '* p. 314. 
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previously in force among the people of the villages vouikI 
Popa Hill (Pagan, Yuatba, Sale, Pahkannge, Ngathayaiik, 
Tuywinclaing, Kyaukpaclaung), of slaughtering white animals 
(buffaloes, kine, goats, pigs, fowls) to the Mahagiri spirit and 
festooning the shrine with their skulls ; hitherto the kings had 
shared in such oiTerings, and hereafter they maintained public 
worship of the Mahagiri spirit, as of ail other recognised 
7 tais^ although it involved the use of intoxicants. 

The king of Ayuthia, styled L.ord of the White Elephants, 
had recently possessed no fewer than seven ; their glory 
attracted white merchants from the end of the earth and 
brought Siam unprecedented prosperity ; there could be no 
other cause, for in the days of his predecessors who had far 
fewer, there was less trade and European merchants had not 
come. He still had four, and Bayinnaung’s soul was stirred 
to its depths at not having so many himself. He was con- 
.sidering not only his own glory but al.so the intere.sts of his 
people ; it was essential to their prosperity that he should 
acquire these elephants. Yet, saying he was a most religious 
king who abhorred bloodshed, he contented himself with 
asking for only one, and pointed out that Siam, having 
presented 11 white elephant to his predecessor Wareru, was 
bound by precedent to present one now.* Siam sent back the 
messengers with a refusal. Bayinnauiig was deeply shocked 
but felt he could now fight with a clear conscience. His task 
was easier than on the last occasion (p. 159); then his brother 
had only the Delta and central Burma from which to draw 
levies, wherea.s now he had also Upper Burma and the Shan 
states from Mogaung to Chiengmai. 

The campaign r 563-4 began with the capture of first 
Kampengpet and then Sukhotai. The huge host swarmed 
down on Ayuthia, suffering considerable casualties because of 
the Siamese and their feringhi gunners, but capturing stockades, 
war-canoes and three foreign ships. The city yielded quickly 
in quite unnecessary terror of Bayinnaung’s feringhi artillery, 
which made a fearsome din. The terms were the surrender 
of the four white elephants, the captivity of the king and some 
princes as hostage.s, the presentation of a daughter, the cession 

^ It was not Siam but Chiengmai which had sent the white elephant to 
Wareru, see Razadarit Ayednwpon. See, however, p. 114. 
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of Tenasserim shipping tolls, and annual tribute of thirty war 
elephants. Bayinnaung left the Siamese king’s son to rule 
as vassal with a Burmese garrison of 3,000 men. His loot 
included thirty crude images of men and elephants in bronze 
(P- 183). He deported thousands of the population ^ roped 
together in gangs with wooden collars; among them were 
actors and actresses, and it is probably these who introduced 
into Burma the songs and dances called Yodaya (Ayuthia). 
Returning victorious to Pegu, 

liraginoco^ entered the city in liiurnph, many wagons going 
before loaded with idols and inestimable booty. He came at last in 
a chariot with the conquered queens loaden with jewels at his feet, 
and drawn by the captive princes and lords ; before him marched two 
thousand elephants richly adorned, and after him his victorious 
troops. He built a palace as big as an ordinary city. I'he least 
part of its beauty was rich painting and gilding ; for the roofs of 
some apartments were covered with plates of solid gold. Some 
rooms were set with statues of kings and tpieens t»f massy gold, set 
with rich stones, as big as the life. He was carried on a litter of 
gold upon many men’s shoulders, the reverence paid him more like 
a got I than a prince. (S/even\ 111. 118.) 

But Siam was not settled by the fall of Ayuthia. Till the 
end of the reign there were few years in which the royal 
armies were not campaigning all over the country from the 
northern Laos downwards. Chiengmai failed to send its levy 
to the 1563 siege and afterwards gave such trouble that, its 
chief had to be kept at Pegu."’ In 1567 I’cgu was starving, 
and Linzin (Viengchang) failed to com[)ly with a requisition 
for rice; indeed she was never really subject, and for many 
years her elusive chief led Bayinnaung a weary chase through 
trackless hills where his men were reduced to eating thekke 
grass and died in thousands of starvation and disease. Year 
after year there was cruel fighting against the Siamese 
.stockades, against their war-canocs and flaming rafts. He 
usually succeeded in occupying towns, setting his puppet with 
a Buriiiese garrison on their little thrones, and dragging away 
the population, when it had not hiddt’^ in the jungle, to work 
as slaves in Burma if they survived the long march. But 


' See note “ List of Captives ” p. 321. 

"The Portuguese version of Baringyinaungsaw, a variant of Bayinnaung. 
•*He (lied in captivity and became the Yun Bayin Nat spirit, see Tanplc 65. 
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more than this he could not do, he could give no settled 
government to the surviving victims, and some of the chiefs, 
such as Viengchang, he never caught. 

He generously allowed the captive king of Siam, who had 
become a monk, to return home on pilgrimage; no sooner 
had he arrived than he (lung off the robe and so another siege 
of Ayuthia became necessary. It lasted ten months, 1 568-9. 
The Burmese built earthworks higher than the walls, in order 
that the crude Portuguese and Mahomedan cannon might fire 
into the town, but the siege made no headway. The Burmese 
losses were so heavy that the men used to take shelter under 
the piles of their comrades corpses. The troops sickened of 
the carnage, and officers were executed right and left for 
failure. In the town, the old king died, and his son was a 
fool who accepted the word ^ of the Burmese that they would 
withdraw if the best Siamese commander were surrendered to 
them as the cause of tlie war ; the commander was surrendered, 
but the siege continued. Bayakaniani, lord of Syriam, re- 
stmined his officers from hounding their men on to the w'alls, 
walls which were fiitally unbreached and could not have been 
taken even by modern regulars if armed only with swords. 
For daring to do this he was summoned into the presence. 
He had been lkiyinnaung*s comrade from youth up; it was 
he who fought in the howdah at Bayinnaung’s side in the 
duel with Smim Htaw (p. 163); he was one of the chosen few 
whose images were deposited along with the king’s in tlie 
Mahazedi pagoda (p. 172); but all this was nothing — he had 
dared to use discretion, and he was executed on the spot. 
His body lay exposed as a warning ; his son came and 
mourned at its side — he was executed for daring to mourn, 
and his body also was exposed. The family slave, seeing the 
bodies of liis dead masters lying like dogs, covered them with 
a cloth — he too was executed.'^ 

But the town was never taken by storm. Though the 
besieged were short of food, they held their own until 
Bayinnaung used treachery, employing one of the hostages 
yielded by Siam four years previously. This person, Aukbya 
Setki, entered the town saying he had escaped from his 


i WmJ. 


~ litHannan II. 137. 
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Burmese captors. The Siamese gave him high command and 
one night he opened the gates to the Burmese. 

Had Ayuthia not fallen when it did, it would probably not 
have fallen at all, as the Burmese were suffering acutely in 
the rains, and soon afterwards a record flood inundated the 
whole country. Aukbya Setki was rewarded with the offer 
of a fief in Siam, but having some regard for the wholeness of 
his skin, he preferred to live elsewhere; he was made lord 
bimiya of Dagoii (Rangoon) and received the escheated 
property of officers who had been executed for failure. The 
king of Ayuthia had to come crawling into Bayinnaung's 
presence ; he was carried off into captivity and fell ill on the 
way; Bayinnaung ordered the execution of ten doctors who 
failed to cure him, but in spite of such energy he died.^ 

The former king of Ayuthia, when living at Pegu in 
captivity, had been reasonably treated. Like the captive 
chiefs of Ava and Chieugmai, he was even accorded the 
privilege of living in a double-roofed house painted white. 
As in other mediaeval countries, sumptuary regulations loomed 
large in the daily life of the people. Probably they were 
much the same then as they were within living memory. 
White umbrellas were restricted to the king and the Lord 
White Elephant alone. The yuvaraja (crown prince) and 
state dignitaries had gold umbrellas, twelve to fifteen feet high, 
and in number according to their rank. The number of 
stories to a house, its shape, the style of a corpse's funeral, 
the size, shape and metal of spittoons, betel- boxes, buttons, 
anklets, the length, cut and material of clothes, the patterns 
woven into them, the wearing of rings set with certain stones 
— these and a hundred such minutiae were the subject of in- 
numerable regulations.- A man's rank or occupation could be 
told by a glance at his dress. 

There is little literature in the reign. Dwe Hla, a royal 
concubine, was an authoress, and one Yazathara wrote a paiksoti- 
yadu poem read before His Majesty when the spire was raised 
on a pagoda. His Majesty's distinguished Talaing officer, 
the wungyi Binnya Dala, wrote the Razadarit Ayedawpon 
chronicle (p. 115). Nawadegyi, whom the king brought with 
other deportees from Ava in 1555, had already been taken 
^ Jon€% VI. 26S-Q. Shway Yoe 402. 
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from Prome to Salin, Sagaing and Ava by the various chiefs 
who had turned each other out in the preceding decades ; for 
writing a poem on the gates of Pegu city he received his title 
Nawadegyi from the king; under Nandabayin 1581-99 he 
accompanied the lords ofChicngmai and Prome in an expedition 
to crush rebellion at Thaungdut on the Chindwin river, and 
wrote some verse mentioning the event ; he wrote 400 yadu^ 
and a song on the Ayuthia princess, sister of Bayinnaung’s 
second son, the prince of Siam. 

His Majesty introduced a measure of legal uniformity by 
summoning distinguished monks and officials from all over his 
dominions to prescribe an official collection of law books ; they 
prescribed the Wareru dhammathai (p. in) and compiled the 
Dhaminathatkyaw and Kosaungchok.* The decisions given in 
his court were collected in the Hanthawadcly Hsinbyumyashin 
pyatton. He also tried to standardise weights and measures, 
such as the cubit, tical, and basket throughout the realm 
(P- 49 )- 

Styling himself the King of Kings, he governed only Pegu 
and the Talaing country himself, leaving the rest of the realm 
to vassal kings w'ith palaces at Toiingoo, Prome, Ava and 
Chienginai. He regarded Chieiigmai as the most important, 
having fifty-seven provinces ; these, like the thirty-two jirovinces 
of Pegu, were big villages. Chiengmai was a Shan state, not 
a kingdom, and when he spoke of having twenty-four crowned 
heads at his command, he was referring to sawbwits. Kacli of 
the twenty gates of his new- city at Pegu was named after the 
vassal who built it, such as the Prome gate, the Chiengmai 
gate, the Toungoo gate, the gates of Salin, Dalla, Mohnyin, 
Tavoy, Hsenwi, Linzin, Tenasserim, Ayuthia, Martaban, 
Pagan — it was the men of Pagan who had to plant the toddy 
palms (p. 314) all along the walls and at the street corners. 

As a mod^l Buddhist king he distributed copies of the 
scriptures, fed monks, and built pagodas in Chiengmai. 
Koshanpye, and other conquered states: at Ayuthia he spent 
Rs. 300 on pagoda building.- Some of these pagodas are 
still to be seen, and in later ages the Burmese would 

’ Forchammer “ Jardine Prize ** 67. 

" Hmamian II. 376. Commodity prices are not on record, but the real value 
would be considerable. 
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point to them as proof of their claim to rule those coun- 
tries still. He supervised mass ordinations at the Kalyani 
thein (p. 1 20). Following a royal custom, he would break up 
his crown and use its jewels to adorn the spire of a pagoda ; he 
did this for the Shvvedagon, the Shwemawdaw, the Kyaiktiyo 
in Thaton district, and many a lesser pagoda. Again, as 
at the Shwemawdaw, he would build as many surrounding 
monasteries as there were years in his life at the time, fifty- 
two ; or he would bear the cost of ordaining a similar number 
of monks. After the 1564 earthquake, which coincided with 
his queen’s death, he repaired the Shwedagon, and added a 
new spire. His chief foundation was the Mahazedi at Pegu, 
at which he enshriiied a stone thaheik (begging bowl) of 
supernatural origin sent him in 1567 by some Ceylon kinglet, 
and the tooth (p. 173), with golden images of himself, the 
royal family, and such of the great officers of state as were in 
his inner circle.* In acting thus he was not only excrci.sing 
his functions as Head of the Church, but also laying up merit 
for himself to atone for the bk)odshed of his campaigns. 

^ 555 he sent rich presents to the Tooth at Kandy in 
Ceylon and bought land there to keep lights continually 
burning at the shrine ; the craftsmen he sent beautified it, the 
broom made of his hair, and of his chief Queen’s, swept it. 
In 1560 the Portuguese captured the Tooth and took it to 
Goa ; hearing tin's, Bayinnaung sent envoys on a Portuguese 
ship which liappened to be in port, offering eight lakhs of 
rupees, and shiploads of rice, whenever needed, to provision 
Malacca, in return for the Tooth. The Portuguese viceroy 
viewed the offer sympathetically ; many of his men wished to 
be put on duty as escort for the Tooth to Pegu, and make 
money by exhibiting it on the way. Other Buddhi.st princes 
made offers. But the matter came to the archbi.shop’s ears ; 
he went to .see the viceroy ; he preached from the pulpit before 
the assembled court on Ciencsis xiv 2i “Da mihi animas, 
cetera tolle tibi.” When the viceroy pointed out that his 
treasury was low, the archbishop accused him of being a 
freema.son. At this terrible accusation the viceroy wavered. 
The matter was debated in full council. The priests said the 
accursed thing must be destroyed, idolatry must be blotted 

^ See note “ Tula-dana ” p. 32S. 
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out ; mere soldiers said, even if the Tooth were destroyed 
there was nothing to prevent Buddhists inventing a new 
tooth, calling it genuine, and worshipping that But the 
priests were adamant. At Goa in 1561, amid solemn state, 
while the Burmese envoys gazed in frozen horror, the arch- 
bishop placed the Tooth in a mortar, ground it to powder, 
burnt it in a brazier, and cast the ashes into the river. But 
the Burmese envoys had scarcely reached home when the 
Tooth was back in Ceylon. It had slipped through the bottom 
of the mortar, mounted up into the sky, flown 750 miles to 
Kandy, and alighted on a lotus there. 

Learning from the astrologers that he was destined to wed 
a Ceylon princess, Bayinnaung in 1574 sent an embassy with 
monks to demand her. The kinglet of Colombo had no 
daughter but he sent the daughter of a chamberlain whom he 
had treated as his own. He had nothing to do with the 
Temple of the Tooth at Kandy, but his chamberlain showed 
the envoys and monks, with great mystery under cover of 
night, a .secret shrine before which they prostrated them- 
selves in ecstacy, for it contained a piece of stag’s horn which 
he said was the Tooth. They took the daughter to Bas.sein 
where she was received with bands of music and a great pro- 
cession, and at Pegu she was inducted as a queen. They also 
reported the matter of the tooth to Bayinnaung who sent rich 
pre.sents, and in return it was sent on a .ship. In 1576 he went 
to meet it at Bassein in a great [)roccssion of magnificent 
canoes crowded with lords and ladies clad in court dress. He 
bathed ceremonially, scented himself, and bowed before the 
shrine. Princes waded into the river and bore it ashore at 
Pegu walking over the state vestments which the lords took 
off and spread before them. It was encased in a golden casket 
studded with the gems of Dammazedi and the kings of old, 
and of Momeik and of Ayuthia, the vassal kings, and finally 
it was laid to rest in the Mahazedi pagoda at Pegu. This was 
the day of days in Bayinnaung’s life ; his w'ide conquests, even 
the white elephants from Siam, faded into insignificance ; he 
said “ Heaven is good to me. Anawrahahta could obtain only 
a replica tooth from Ceylon, Alaungsithu went to China in vain, 
but I, because of my piety and wisdom, I have been granted 
this ! ” 
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The least he could do was to aid the Colombo kinglet 
against his foes, the other kinglets. He sent hundreds of his 
best invulnerables, Burman, Talaing, Siamese, and Shan across 
the sea to Colombo ; there they speared cattle, ripped them 
open, and ate the raw flesh while the gore ran down their faces, 
a feat which so terrified the foemen that they submitted to 
Colombo.^ 

Hearing of the treasures which Bayinnaung had given to 
him of Colombo, the kinglet of Kandy sent messengers saying 
he had a genuine daughter and the genuine Tooth. But His 
Burman Majesty, seeing no reason to reopen the case, would 
not enter into controversy with such sceptics and dismissed 
them with thanks.^ 

At the end of his reign he exchanged missions with Bengal. 
One of the.se missions claimed to have met Akbar face to face. 
Akbar was probably the mightiest monarch in Asia, and his 
palace at Fathpur-Sikri was one of the wonders of the world. 
The Burmese envoys said they convinced him that their master’s 
timber and gilt palace was equally magnificent ; they returned 
hi 1579, completely satisfied at the impression they had made, 
and the court of Pegu believed that Akbar was preparing to 
come and take shelter at the Golden Feet of the Lord of the 
White Elephants.^ The Moghul records do not so much as 
mention a Burmese embassy. 

Bayinnaung was organising an expedition to overwhelm 
Arakan, and his levies had actually occupied Sandoway, when 
he died in 1581 at the age of sixty-six, leaving ninety-seven 
children. His life was the greatest explosion of human energy 
ever .seen in Burma. From his teens till his deatli he was con- 
stantly in the field, leading every major campaign in person. 
The failure of other kings who attempted the same conquests 
is the measure of his ability. 

Unlike his successors, wdio lived in the backwoods, 
Bayinnaung lived in a seaport and came into contact with men 
from the outer world. The extent to which overseas traders 
flocked to the Delta indicates that his regulations were reason- 
able. European merchants coming from India first sighted 
Negrais, and saw there, as we sec now, the superb Hmawdin 

* Hmannan III. 37. - See note ** Tooth and iTWiilnerables ” p. 344. 

^ Hmannan III. 65-7. 
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pagoda ^ flashing on the headland, a landmark for a whole day’s 
sail. They went up stream to Bassein and, turning east, passed 
through the Myaungmya creeks to Pegu. Those creeks were, 
at least on the main route, crowded with villages almost touch- 
ing each other throughout the journey, a teeming hive of happy 
thriving people. There were certain minor exactions, such 
as the compulsory attendance of merchants to see the white 
elephants, when tips were exacted all round, and greedy 
courtiers took heavy toll of all wares ; but customs officers, 
though strict, were not obstructive, and there was free export 
of commodities such as jewels and rice, a thing subsequently 
forbidden by the benighted kings of Ava. At Pegu overseas 
trade was in the hands of eight brokers appointed by the king ; 
their fee was 2 per cent, and their business-like methods and 
honesty won the esteem of European merchants. 

Bassein is .scarcely mentioned, the chief ports being on the 
eastern side, Syriam, Dalla, Martaban “ and above all Pegu 
it.self where the merchants were allowed to have brick ware- 
hou.se-s, by special privilege (p, 360). Dagon (Rangoon) was 
of no importance save for its great pagoda, surrounded by 
green fields and .shady woodland. But the travellers never 
tire of describing Pegu — the long moat full of crocodiles, the 
walls, the watch-towers, the gorgeous palace, the great pro- 
cessions with elephants and palanquins and grandees in shin- 
ing robe.s, the shrines filled with images of ma.ssy gold and 
gems, the unending hosts of armed men, and the apparition of 
the great king himself — 

He sitteth up aluft in a great hall, on a tribunal seat, and lower 
under him sit all his barons round about, then those that demand 
audience enter into a great court before the king, and there set them 
clown on the ground forty pace.s distant from the king's per.son, arnl 
amongst those people there is no difference in matter of aiulienco l)e- 
fore the king, but all alike, and there tliey sit with their sujjplica.ions 
in their hands, which are made of long leaves of a tree . . . and wiili 
their .sui)pliciitions, they have in their hands a present 01 gift, accord- 
ing to the weightinessc of their matter. Then come the secretaries 
down to read these supplications, taking tlicni and reading them 

* Ga-sparo UaJbi admired it in 1583 (Hakliiyi X. 150). 

2 HumiLUm II. 63 says the Burmese conquerors (p. 15G) sunk several ships full 
of stones in ihe entrance to Martaban so that only small vessels could enter and it 
did not count as a port in his day, 17147. Hut in 1568 it was still a port, for it had 
ninety Portuguese residents (p. 178). 
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before the king, and if the king think it good to do to them that favour 
or justice that they demand, then he commandeth to take the presents 
out of their hands ; but if he think their demand be not just or ac- 
cording to right, he commantleth them away without taking of their 
gifts or presents. ... He hath not any army or power by sea, but in 
the land, for people, dominions, gold, and silver, he far exceeds the 
power of the Great Turk in treasure and strength. (Year 1 569, Ciesar 
Frederick, a merchant of Venice, Hakluyt X. 127, 125.) 

These men saw the East in all her glory, .such as we no longer 
see her. W e have lost that vision and are the poorer. Yet we 
have lost it because we hav^e grown richer. Our standards 
have altered. We no longer accept the pinchbeck and bone 
which even kings among our forbears were fain to wear as gold 
and ivory. Our Europe is no longer the little Christendom 
of Gothic times, living on the scanty produce of grey skies, 
trembling at every rumour of Salad in or the victorious Turk : 
she is sovran Europe who holds the East in fee, and the whole 
round world beside. We have come to know that all that 
glitters is not gold. These first voyagers did not know it ; 
they came from evil-smelling walled towns, where folk dwelt 
in kennels and died like flies of epidemics caused by their own 
in.sanitation. To men who lived in the cold and changed 
their clothes but once a year, and went unwashed for months, 
the sunshine and the clean water, the children splashing all 
day in the creeks, the girls at the well, were one long delight. 
Ordure vanished quickly under the tropic sky, and instead of 
fetid narrow streets, and overhanging houses, they .saw the 
airy spaciousness of Pegu city in its heyday, and wide ways 
sweeping out of sight towards the four main gate.s. Men who 
had wrung a fourfold crop, at best, from the hard northern 
soil, saw a miracle in rice with its forty-fold out-turn, and in 
the mango a rare and refreshing fruit. They did not stray 
inland or far from the capital, these simple sailormen ; they 
saw little but the wealth of a kingdom heaped together on one 
man, the prince who peacocked it in his palace, and they took 
such vestures, such jewels, such pomp and circumstance, to be 
a type of the whole country.^ 

But the splendour was superficial. In spite of its senti- 
mental appeal, the kingship was little loved. Bayinnaung 
and the princes risked their lives at the head of their men, 

^ See note “ The Legend of the East p. 344. 
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fighting conspicuously on elephants. Yet what was sport to 
them was death to the cotrunon people. Bayinnaung issued 
an unctuous edict, proclaimed by beat of drum from the head 
of an elephant, that no officer was to summon a man between 
June and September, the months of rice cultivation. But it i.s 
liard to see how officers could comity, for he never ceased 
requisitioning men for wans which frequently continued through 
the raip.s. 'i'he disorganisation caused by these wars was such 
that: Pegu so/netimes starved, as in 1567. Even the fertile 
].)eita caiujot grow rice without: men ro plant it, and they were 
not tlieri.’ to plant it, having all been dragged away on lorcign 
service. Of those tliat went, few returned, fr)r if battle 
casualties were great, the wastage from hunger and dysentery 
was even gre.iten Men were sick of being slaughtered. Even 
if they were not sent to light, they were herded together and 
led away in one of tlie deportations which the kingship found 
n<x;L‘ssary to re-populatc ravaged areas. 

At least once Bayinnaung had to hurry home from a 
Siamese campaign, to deal with rebellion at his own capital. 
I fc luui settled in the neighbourhood some twenty thou.sand 
captive Shans and Siamese, Talaings made common cause, 
and led them when they rose in 1 564 and burned his city, 
including the old buildings of Daminazedi and his own magniti- 
cent edifices, such as the water pavilion. Worse would have 
followed had not the captive king of Ava rallied the lords and 
headed tlieni in driving off the infuriated pea.saiitry. Bayin- 
naung returned by forced marches from Chiengmai and, arriv- 
ing near Pegu, saw the smoking ruins of the structures which 
hari been his pride. Without stop])ing to enter, he marched 
straight on ; in his fury he discarded the trappings of kingship 
and walked on foot with the men in his jewelled sandals.^ 
At Dalla he rounded up the rebels. Numbering several 
thousand they were penned in huge bamboo cages, to be burnt 
alive according to immemorial custom. As usual, no provi- 
sion wa.s made for feeding them while under arrest, but 
Burmese, Talaing and Shan monks from the capital came out 
and fed them; nay more, they enlrcatetl Jli.s Majesty, and 
finally obtained the livc.s of them all save seventy ringleaders. 


Ifniainifin i!. 3S7. 
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Bayinnaung made no distinction of race in appointment to 
office. His best commander was a Taking, Binnya Data. As 
his predecessors had doubtless done for ages, he entered into 
the thwethauk bloodbond (p. 339), a sacramental brotherhood of 
some round table as it were, with more than a score of his prin- 
cipal officers, and the list includes Takings. They penetrated 
his entourage to such an extent that as often as not the word 
used by European travellers for a court grandee is semini, an 
italianisation of sminty the Taking for lord. Such being his 
methods, he might have founded a national dynasty and 
reconciled both races. He failed to do so because he alienated 
human nature by his murderous wars. The brunt fell on 
Takings ; hence while at first they had followed him even 
against claimants of their own race because they believed he 
could give them settled government, at last the only ones who 
followed him were office-seekers and hardy spirits desirous of 
foreign loot. 

The grandiloquent language which has been used about him 
disregards the fact that every other year or so throughout his 
reign he was hastening somewhere to fight and maintain himself 
in power. A ruler without an administration, he could not be 
everywhere at once, and no sooner did he turn his back than 
the chances were even that a rebellion would break out. 
Caesar Frederick, the very man who in a moment of enthusiasm 
said that Burma possessed a greater power than Turkey, 
.stultifies his own w'ords by relating an incident which he 
witnessed : In 1 568 some Portuguese at Martaban killed 
five of His Majesty's own runners in a brawl, and the governor 
could not arrest them because they were supported by all the 
other Portuguese who, to the number of ninety, marched 
defiantly through the streets every day with drums beating 
and colours flying. But any of the Grand Turk’s governors 
in that age would have made short work of ninety Portuguese 
who resisted arrest. 

Bayinnaung’s campaigns were the price men had to pay for 
the unification of Burma, The squabbling chieftains of the 
preceding period had spilt blood in driblets, continually irritat- 
ing the sore ; he made a deep cut and finished the operation. 
Thus far he succeeded. Beyond that he failed because he was 
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sterile, like his age — and it was the Age of the Renaissance. 
He was nothing more than a strong but evanescent personality, 
and the unity he gave was artificial ; within a few years of his 
death it collapsed, and if it rose again and endured for another 
century and a half, this was not because he bequeathed a 
system, but because his immediate successors happened to be 
men of character, and the listlessiiess of the people prevented 
organised opposition. 


His son NANDABAYIN 1581-99 choked with laughter 
on hearing from (iasparo Balbi, a merchant who came to 
Burma on business, that Venice was a free state without a 
king ; the idea was .so unintelligible as to be comic. 

Nandabayin’s .son, ihe yuvaraja (crown prince), was married 
to his cousin ; the pair had a squabble in the course of which 
blood w'as drawn from her forehead. She sent the blood- 
stained handkerchief to her father, viceroy of Ava, who promptly 
revolted, writing to the viceroys of Prome, Toiirigoo, and 
Chiengmai ; but they forwarded the letters to the king. Sus- 
pecting some court grandees of complicity, 

the King ordained that the morning following they should make 
an eminent and spacious scafifold, and cause all the grandees to come 
upon it, and then set lire to il, and burn them all alive. But to show 
that he did this with justice, ho sent another mandate that he should 
donf)thing till he had an olla or letter written with his hand in letters 
of gold, and in the meantime he commanded him to retain all the 
prisoners of the grandees* families unto the women great with child, 
and those in swaddling clothes, and so he brought them all together 
upon the said scaffold ; and the King sent the letter that he should 
burn them, and the decagini \thakiM lords] performed il, and burned 
them all, .so that there was heard nothing but weeping, shriekings, 
cryings, and sobbings ; for there were four thousand in this number 
which were .so burned, great and small, for which execution were 
public guards placed by the King, and all of the old and new city 
were forced to assist them ; I also went thither and saw it with great 
compassion an<l grief, that little children without fault should suffer 
such martyrdom, and among others there was one of his chief 
secretaries, who was last put in to be burned, yet was freed by the 
King’s order ; but his leg was begun to be burnt, so that he was 
lame. (Year 1 583, Gasparo Balbi, a merchant of Venice, Hakluyt 
X. 160. See “Numerical Note” p- 334.) 
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Having thus executed justice according to immemorial pre- 
cedent, the king set out for Avaat the head of his host, riding 
an elephant whose harness was all gold and jewels, and bearing 
a Portuguese sword presented to him by the viceroy of Goa. 
Near Ava he and his rebel uncle, the lord of Ava, fouglit to- 
gether on elephants in single combat. The king won, the Ava 
host collapsed on the spot, and the tincle fled with a following 
to Kanti on the upper Chindwin where he died while trying 
to get local support. 

There was .scarcely a year in which the king did p.ot have 
to deal with rebellion from Mogaung in the north to limawbi 
in the south, or Moulmein which leagued with the vassal king 
of Ayuthia. The yuva 7 ‘aja (crown prince) used Talaings for 
forced labour on his rice land, stored the crop, and made them 
buy from him alone. The king raised a Noble (iiiard, the 
Shwepye Horse, and then killed them. He dragged people 
from all over the country to populate Pegu. He branded ' 
Talaings on the right hand with their name, rank and village ; 
such as w'cre too old for service he sent to Upper Burma, where 
he sold them in exchange for horses. To evade unending 
conscription, thousands took holy orders ; he appointed bishops 
to make inquiry and unfrock many. Bassein revolted and 
the rebels after surrendering were all tortured to death ; the 
surviving population there took to living in the woods where 
he could not find them. 

He could not trust the great Talaing monks, and sent them 
away to Ava and the Shan states. He instituted a reign of 
terror among the Talaings, executing them wholesale, and he 
horrified all by killing the pariah dogs in Pegu town.' Talaings 
in large numbers fled to Arakan and Siam. Indeed it is from 
this time that their periodic migrations to Siam begin, migra- 
tions which lasted down to 1 824 and were due to the sustained 
severity of the Burmese.® 

1 Hakluyt X. 2T3. A generation ago, in order lo help their claim to Karenni, 
the Siamese tattooed each adult male on the forcarrr with their badge (an elephant) 
and a serial number. 

Hmannofi III. nw. 

^ i.djing exoduses were so frequent that the kings of Siam used to apjxiint 
special h-.-ntier guards to watch for them, and to maintain granaries along their 
route, 'ihe Talaings addressed the king of Siam as “the Lord of the Golden 
Pyathaf, ■; ne Kis.-h\- ou.. King of Ayuthia, the Haven of the -Mon people, who on 
fvery ciy. I.:? n saved their lives.*' ^.lartaban was their great rallying place, and 
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There is no reason to suppose that Nandabayin was not 
above the average of Burmese kings. Ihe dynasty was not 
yet effete. From youth upward he had served with the armies 
and he still led them in person. But he was .saddled with an 
impossible legacy. Hayinnaung could win an empire, but even 
himself could not have retained it, for the .structure was in- 
organic. The one hope of keeping the country together was 
to evacuate Siam and retrench in every direction. But neither 
Bayinnaung nor his energetic son could see it. As there was no 
administration, tlie only method by which the king could con- 
trol remoter areas was b) fighting them periodically, a proce.ss 
which u.scd up the only people he could really call his own, the 
pcjpulation round the capital. There were Jiot sufficient people 
Ie‘ft alive to till the soil there, and remoter areas would not 
send food. In T 596 a plague of field rats destroyed what little 
croj) there was ; they were of enormous size, and came Irom 
the west in such numbers that the royal riitairiers, thougli 
armed with .swords and spears, failed to stop them, and they 
.swarmed on to the city granaries. A terrible famine followed, 
and it was oiily on<^ of a series. T..arge areas in Lower Burma 
became a desert. 

Nandabayin might have held the rest of his kingdom, but 
it was Aynthia that ruined him. ."she was now under the 
famous king tha N.iret, called the Black Prince because of his 
.swarthy skin. Pra Naret had been or<]ered to bring a levy 
against the Ava rebellion, but ca.me late, and finding thc^king 
h:id already reached Ava. proceeded to ravage the country 
rouin.l Pegu city, and returned home with thousands of 
prisoners from the country popiilati<.)n. 

By 1593 Nandabayin had made five inroads into Siam; 
each fiirt:h<*r reduced his remaining man-i’KOwer, but none 
succeeded in laking Ayuthia. He could never |)iit into the 
field more than a third of the number his father Bayinnaung 
had led, and a third was too few to sunound A^’uthia, so that 
insteafl of the besieged it was the besiegers who starved.^ Of 
the men who set forth, usually only half returned ; and in one 

thence the flight w.is either due ca.sL to or south-east by 'I'lirce Pagodas 

Pa.ss, or soiitli lu '['avoy and then east to Kanburi. See ySS 1913 Halliday 
Initnigratioii ol the Mens into Siar;..” 

* Probably lu, loutd nevci raise -.15,00^3 men, see “ Niiineiical Note ” p. 334. 
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campaign only a tenth, for the Menam river flooded the 
country for sixty miles around, and the Siamese streamed out 
of Ayuthia in war-canoes, spearing the Burmese as they swam. 
In the I 593 campaign the king's son, the yuvaraja^ was slain 
on his elephant in single combat with Fra Naret ; the Bur- 
mese fled at the sight, and were once more cut to pieces in a 
long and terrible retreat.’ After that there were no men left 
to invade Siam : it is Siam which invades T ;gu. 

The viccroyships of Chiengmai, Promc 1 oungoo, and Ava, 
and the great fiefs like Nyaungyan in iVleiktila district, were 
held by brothers, sons, and nearest !.ins.ncn. In 1595 the 
king, besieged in Fegii by the Siames summoned them to his 
aid. After setting out, his son, the orince of Frome, heard 
that the prince of Toungoo had already taken his levy to Fegu ; 
instead of joining him there, he went off to cai)ture Toungoo 
town. They were all the same in greater or less degree ; 
none of them rallied to the king. Not only was government 
despotic, but even the despots could not unite. If the king 
was not satisfi\ctory, they could have combined to set up 
somebody who was ; but instead of trying to keep the country 
together, each was out entirely for himself/'^ 

riic clcrg}^ urged that the king must be deposed and that 
there was no religious objection, provided only that his sup- 
planter placed him 011 a golden throne to be adored by the 
I)eo{)lc as a divinit\\ Tlie prince of Toungoo, first cousin to 
the king, wrote to Arakan }>roi)osing a joint attack on the 
king and a division of the spoil ; he chose Arakan because it 
was furthest and after getting its loot would return home and 
not be a rival for tlie throne. The Arakanesc shipped a force 
which occu[Mcd Syriam, marched inland, effected a junction 
with the 'Ibungoo kwies, and with them besieged Fegu in 1 599. 
I'he garrison deserted wholesale. The king’s eldest son went 

^ Stevens III. 1.JO, yjS'.S 1909 Frankfurter ‘‘Events in Ayuddhya 686-966,” 
yimes VI. 3-!5, fiPP 1919 .\IX SaulitTe “ Jesuits cm Eei>:u ” 73, Hmanuan Ilf. 97. 

- It is doubtful how far the concept of a kingdom had penetrated. In the 
chronicles, every adventurer who becomes indeper ’ent (e.g. De Urito, p. 185, 
(iopna-cin, p. 211) is termed a king. At the Annexation of 1SH5 any pretender 
wlio succeeded in levying blackmail lor a few miles round, as far as his eye couM 
see, was styled a king . . . two cousins arranged to march against the lingli.‘«h 
by separate routes ; one of them cut up a police outpost ; instead of joining forces 
to attack the next headquarters, he perceived that he had annihilated the English, 
attacked his cousin and overwhelmed him. 
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over on a promise of good treatment and was promptly exe- 
cuted. The king gave himself up. 

Hearing that there was a carcass, the king of Ayuthia 
came swooping down to see what he could get. Toungoo left 
the Arakancse to hold Pegu and himself returned home. The 
Arakanese burnt Pegu and hid themselves in the woods. He 
of Ayuthia therefore marched on to Toungoo saying I wor- 
ship Nandabayin as a god and wish to have his divine presence 
ever near me. Give him ile r>t Toungoo Replied “ 1 also 

wwship him as a god and will not give him up.” The Siamese 
then besieged Toungoo ; to drain the moat, they cut a channel, 
called Yodayainyaung, into the Paunglautig river. Mean- 
while the Arakanese at Pegu waylaid the Siamese supply 
columns so that after a month the king of Ayuthia abandoned 
the siege of Toungoo and returned home, losing prisoners 
to tile Arakane.se ambushes near Pegu. But he received the 
allegiance of the country south of Martaban. 

i’he Arakanese deported 3,000 households of the wretched 
Pegu folk and returned with a white elephant and a daughter 
of tlie fallen king for their royal harem ; they also took 
brazen cannon and the thirt}^ bronze images of Ayuthia 
(pp. 168, 268) ; and retaining Syriam they left it in charge of 
one of their Portuguese mercenaries, Pelipe de Brito y Nicote. 
Mahadamina>'a/.a, prince of Toungoo, took away the Ceylon 
Tooth and stone thabeik begging bowl (pp. 172-3), and more 
lliaii twelve caravan loads td' loot, each consisting of 7CO ele- 
phants and horses. 

The fallen king did not live long, being hurriedly murdered 
one night. Bayinnaung’s palace, his radiant buildings decked 
with the spoil of conquered kings, had gone up in flame dur- 
ing the Arakanese occupation. It was a pitiful ending. The 
mi.sery in Pegu beggared description : .some of it was due to 
the recent invasions, but much of it was there already, caused 
by decades of insane fighting abroad and the ruin of agriculture 
at home. Jesuits were visiting Huriria at the time; they 
write : — 

Yet now there are scarcely found in all that kingdom any men 
. . . for in late times they liave been brought to such misery and 
want, that they did eat man's flesh and kept public shambles thereof, 
parents abstained not from their children, and children devoured 
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their parents. The stronger by force preyed on the weaker, and if 
any were but skin and bone, yet did they open their entrails to fill 
their own and sucked out their brains. (Yeai 1600, Nicholas 
Piinenta, Hakluyt X. 211.) 

I also went thither with Philip JWito, and in fifteen days arrived 
at Syriain, the chief port in Pegu. It is a lamentable spectacle to 
see the banks of the rivers set with inlinite fruit bearing trees, now 
overwhciined with ruins of gilded temples and noble edifices ; the 
ways and fields full of skulls and bones of veretched I’eguans, killed 
or famished o» ca>t into the river, in such numbers that the multitutic 
of carcases prohibits the way and passage of any ship; to omit the 
burning and massacres by this the cruellest of tyrants that ever 
breathed (i.c. the king of Arakan. Year \ 600, Boves, Hakluyt X. 216). 

The fall of Pe^u is followed by sixteen years of pett.)' states, 
Ava, Prome, Toiingoo. Syriam, Chiengtnai, and othc'rs even 
fietticf. Some were held by P/ayinnaung's sons, notably the 
lord of Nyauih;yan, who held Ava, and dreamed of restoring 
the monarchy. He sikmU his life reducing Mogaung, Mohnyin, 
Khamo, Mono, and Yawnghwc and actually succeeded in 
getting China to agree to extradite the fugitive Bhamo sawhuui,^ 
an act which shows the final abandonment of the. (‘hinese 
claim to overlordship in Upper Burma, d'he Chinese them 
selves admit that after 1628 Burma sent no more “tribute" 
missions. 

The lord of Nyauiigyan enclo:>ed three acres near Avri 
with a wall, naming it Aungdinthazi ; here ev'cry army on 
leaving the capital camped for the first: day, trod the auspicious 
earth and made offerings to tire nat spirits." He htdd only 
the country round and above Ava and was actually on the 
march home from a campaign in Hsenwi when he died in 
(605 ; iris body, embaline<l and pro|jped iij) in its jewelled 
robes on the elephant, was taken home and buried l»esidc Iris 
graceful Sandamuni fjagoda at Ava.'' During the funeral 
obsequies, when Iris bod\' was half consumed in the fire, his 
son Anaukpetkin admiiiistered the oath of allegiance to all 
around. 

' Tlv^7 Burney ** Warx between Chi .ii nnd Burma ’ Tits. 

- Parlftt 45. 

■' yiiRS i()r5 I'.nriqiiez “ Capit.ils (if the Alaunj;paya dynasty.*’ He had a 
herald, Silhu.shwedaung, who wrote r.^t/K verbc. 
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AN AL KPKTLUN f 605-2^5 hiiving all Upper Burma and 
the northern Shuns at his hack, found little difficulty in con- 
rjueriiu^ the flenopuiuied south. In a lew years lie had de- 
feated his l)rotljers and kinsmen v/ho divided the states ol 
Burma between them. 

When he took Proine in 1607, and the defeiiflers iai<l down 
their arms, the vanquished lord sat in solitaiy state on his 
thoane, uvvaitiiur the end But a little [)a^»e p»;rsist(rd in 
standin;;; by him with a .sword in- each hand, defyiiipj all 
cfimeis. Anauk|)etlun took the iad into his service, and he 
had a jpeaf; career, dyin^- fu|} of years and honours as the 
Nandayawta, one of the four ministers of tlve Uluttaw 

C'oari‘.:ii. 

(n ('MO the I: i up, look roinu^oo, earr\ inj^ hruue U) Ava the 
Ceyh'n tooth, the stone thalnuk het^gint' bowl (}>. tire's}, two- 
liiiids of the cattle, and nianv peo]))c. including ali who had 
Ikmsi deiifirted to Toung':o from Tegu, frorne, and Ava, 

S) riam alone remained outside his rule, h'elijx: d».: Hritc» 
y Nicf.te, the Fortuguese mercenary left behind with fifty of 
his o ‘jupatriots by th.e Anikanesc at Syriain in iwOw. spent 
some time in repairing the <i(;fences. Arakan, finding him 
going his own way, sent a ilolilla to deal witii him. Jle la)' 
in wait tui them at liainggyi island (Negrais) with f-ou*’ sliifis/ 
and when they pul in there he lei I upon tTicm at niglit aiul 
drstroved them. caj)turing the crown })rinc.e Arakan who 
headed tlie i;xi»edition, Me treated, him chivalrous]\q waiting 
on him in jxrson. hut he exacted a lieavy ransom before 
letting liiin gc>. 

l)e BriU) had started life as :i. cabin boy, but nothing 
.succeeds like success, and lu^ now sought official recognition, 
going' to (v>a in pcrs<ui. Thtt V'iceroy gave him his own 
niece in marriage, Dofia F^uis:* de .Saldada, born of ;i Javanese 
mother ; and lie .sanctioned most of his proceedings , wlieii he 
did not sanction them, l)e Brito simjily disregarded orders. 
FTe returned from Goa with .some men and six ships, wJiich 
were needed, for in hi.s ab.sence tlie neighbouring princes, 
F'romc and Toungoo, beset Syriarn, and Arakan also returned 
to the attack. For some years after liis return these attacks 
continued. Once his works were burnt to the bare walls, and 

’ Dinnyawadi Yaiiin'inlhit jiC). 
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on another occasion one of his ships, surrounded by swarms of 
Arakanese craft, blew herself up sooner than surrender. 

But finally he was recognised by all around. His son 
received as bride the daughter of the lord of Martaban, who 
though tributary to Ayuthia was practically independent ; 
thus he was allied with the only other important port in 
Burma. He was now a highly respectable person, the official 
Portuguese commandant of Syriam, and he built a church ; 
he let his chaplains, two Jesuits,* convert the heathen, but 
cannot have enforced the process as drastically as was usual 
in Portuguese stations, seeing that he seems to have been 
liked by the people of the country, for a reason which is 
easily discernible : he gave them settled government. 

His men consisted of a few score Portuguese with a 
number of Eurasians, negroes, and Malabaris. Most of his 
energy went in preventing ‘Smuggling ; that is to say, in 
order to get his customs tolls, he kept ships cruising to 
prevent foreign craft from putting in anywhere in Burnu^ 
save at Syriam. Syriam was already the chief port for the 
interior and now she became the only one. It made his 
fortune, but it disgusted the interior which had to pay 
increased prices on all foreign goods owing to such un- 
precedented customs efficiency. 

Moreover, he did wrong in undertaking a regular campaign 
of pillaging shrines ; thus he removed precious stones from 
the images, melted down the gold, beat it into leaf, and sold 
it." He would even melt down the bronze bells of pagodas 
to save the expense of importing metal for founding cannon. 
I^'inally, in 1613 he and the lord of Martaban sacked I'oungoo, 
and having sacked it he proceeded to ally himself with its 
lord, Natshiimaung, against the king. The king was furious, 
for Natshiimaung was his cousin and vassal. 

Scarce htad he heard the news, when castinj^ on the j^ruund his 
j^own and veil, he vowed to the idol Biay of f? paya of Dagon], 

he would not enter within his gates till this quarrel was revenged. 
He marchcil with 120,000 men [p. 3;, Ij, having put to sea 400 
vessels of considerable strength, in which were aliove 6,000 Moors 

' Sec note “ The Catholic Mission ” p. 345. 

- Hmannan HI. ii8. 

•'When he removed Damm.'izedi’s great bell (p. 119) from the Shwedagon, 
it sank in the stream. See yiiRS 1915 Fiirnivall “ History of Syriam ” 53. 
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of noted valour. . . . All that was without the walls of Syriam lie 
burnt, but met wnth vigorous opposition at that place, notwithstan^iing 
l>e Brito was quite unprovided, having suffered most of his men 
to go to India, and being scarce of powder. ... In this distress 
he sent a soldier to buy powder at Bengal, and he ran away wiiii 
the money ; and having sent for some to the town of St. 'I'hoinas 
[Madras], they sent him none. . . . Kor want of powder there was 
no firing of cannon, they poured boiling pitch and oil upon the 
enemy. His nuinlDcr of men might suffice, having 100 l^ortugucse 
and 3,000 Pegiies. I)e Britcj m nds out three shijis against the llec i, 
in one of them all the men were slain, the two retired with all theirs 
wounded. The enemy began to undermine the works, and the 
besieged laboured much, but to small purpose. After the siege 
had lasted 34 days, I)e Brito sent to beg mercy, but was nor 
heard. . . . l‘he King of Arakan whijin he had so grievously 
offciided, sent 50 sail to his assistance, which ivcre all taken by 
the besiegers. The King oi Ava gives an assault, and they fought 
three days without intermission, the end of it was, that 700 of the 
besieged were slain, one Banna whom I)e Brito had always honoured 
having betrayed him, I.)e Brito was taken, carried to the King, and 
by him ordered to be impaled, and set up in an eminence al.)ove 
the fort, that he might tlie better look to it, as the King said. He 
lived two days in that misery. His wile Dona Luisa de Saldana 
was kef)t three days in the river to lie t leanseil,' ])ccriu.se tht? King 
intended her for himself, but when she w'as brought into his presence, 
she turned on him with such scorn and courage that his desire ff>r 
her beauty was turne<l anger and he <irtlered her leg to be bored 
and sent her to Ava among the common slaves. . . She was 
neither tall nor slender, but had that dash of h 'auty which is so 
dangerous in women, especially in the maid servants of Asia and 
Cloa. . . . I*' rands .Mandez and a nephew of his wcic treated as 
De Bnt(j. Banna demanding a reward was .soon torn to pieces, 
the King saying, he (hat betrayed the man who so much honoured 
liirn would never be true. .Sebastian KcMlrlguez w'as c.oo])ed u|) 
with a yoke about his neck. At first ihe King designed not to spare 
any of the inhabitants of thai place, but growing cairn, he sent many 
slaves to Ava. Then passing by Martaban he obligeil that King to 
kill his own daughter’s husband, because he was Dc Britos son, 
that none of the race might remain. This w’as the end of that nian’s 
avarice, who being naked a few years before, was raised to be wortii 
three millions. . . . 'The enemy confessed they lost at lliat siege 30,01^0 


^ See pp. 9, ly, T73, aa j and cf. Kslher H 13. A cjiiccn balhctl licibrc liei 
elevation, a king at his coronation, the king of Arakan using flanges water (/i/.i- 
rique^ xxxii). In Siam also a ceremonial bath precedes any solemn change i?i 
status. Like the priest’s Lava ho^ it is a purificatory rile, unlike the Greek bath, which 
was a fertility rile (Frazer ** Magic Art” 11 . iha). Media;val knights, and till tl.e 
seventeenth century the Knights of the Bath, had to bathe fit initiation. 
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men. . . . Our Viceroy understanding the danger of Syriam, and 
thinking to relieve it in time, sent thither James de Mendoza Furtado 
with live galliots ... he came to Martaban, where in the river 
he found a fleet of 20 sail, which after a sharp engagement fled, 
except 4 that were taken with some men, from whom he heard 
what had happened at Syriam, so that there was no need to go 
further. (Year 1613, Sfc^iens' translation III. 191-4 emended from 
Faria y Sousa III. 23^-9.) 

riic inner works at Syriam were brick, but the outer ones 
were a stockade, and the final entry was effected by pulling 
riown three of the posts with ropes and grappling irons after 
they had been .shaken by a mine.' 

During the siege the defenders used hand-grenades. 
Natshinnaung was among them ; he and De Brito once headed 
a sortie in person and when they returned, successful but both 
woinuled, blood was streaming over Ije Brito’s legs and boots, 
'rhe king, wishing to se[)arate the two, sent a letter promising 
De l^rito terms if he would give up Natshinnaung ; the bearer 
(»f tl'ie letter was led blindfold to where the)^ sat together. 
De Brito— probably he couhl not read Burmese — handed the 
letter to xNatshinnaung, and after hearing its contents iie .said 
to the messenger ^‘Tell your master that we Portuguese kec}) 
faith. I have given my word to Natshinnaung and I cannot 
break it.” I'he king ca{)turcd a i’ortuguesc galley, cut off 
the crew’s ears, and sent one of the earless men to De Brito 
sa\'irig “ Look at this, and tliink again whether it will profit 
thee to harbour mine enemy.” Natshinnaung said " I am of 
Burmese race, yet never have 1 seen man so pitiless. I.et me 
no loiiger be of his peo])le, make me one of thy people”; and 
he receiveti baptism from the white priest, De Brito standing 
sponsor. In happier years he had written verse on the 
heinnyin-hnget (kingfislier ) ; those days were gone, and now, 
when the town fell, he asked to die with De Brito, saying 
He is my brother. 1 plighted my troth to him and scaled 
it with the thiijctiuiiik bloofl-bond " ; lie was taken at his 
word."’ 

De Brito, a sample of the heroic .si oandrels who built up 
Portuguese dominion in the Last, was unscrupulous, like the 

* IlmanK in III. 17.^. 

’ Pawtutri Ytizawin 213-16, y/i/i.i rqi2 Furnivall “ A Foi^ottL-n Clironiclc.” 
het* noU* “ rii\v't;lhauk and tlii.ssa-yc” p. 339. 
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princes against whom he was pitted. What the common 
people thought of him is shown by his nick-iiamc Nga Zinga, 
meaning, in the patois of the seaports, ‘‘good man " (I’anjabi 
changa good). Beyond tJie h\ct that he had a good temfua-, 
we know little of his character; but a few years ago when 
people happened to examine a pagoda in I Jenzada fiislrict 
called Thida, they came across an insf ription saying it was 
built by one Nandabliaya aial i)is sister Snpahhadevj, the 
children of an Arakancse lady, Sawthada of [.aunggyet, by 
the feririghi Nga Zinga, king of Syriam.^ 

Anaukpellun spent a month at Syriam settling a^lai^^;. lie 
sent the rortuguese captives into the interior (pp. l?oS, 340) 
togetl'ier with the crews mostly Mahomedan, of a few shi|.)s wliich 
were affiliated to De Ihrito and had returned to port thinking 
he was still there. Martaban and the country down to Ve 
in Mouhnein district [Kiid homage. He (Ie|>orted the leading 
families of Ye to live in the prdace as hostages, and sent: his 
brother to garrison the town. Its suzerain, the king of 
Ayiithia, at once drove him out but Anaukj.ietlun regained the 
town and tried to take Tenasscrim. a wealthier port than 
Syriam. The Siamese were aided by 40 Portuguese who, 
desirous of avenging De Brito, {>ut to sea with 70 slaves in 
four galliots and utterly defeated e;oo Burmese craft with a 
loss of 2,000 mcn.“ So in 1614 the king abandoned the siege 
of Tenasserim. But he retained Tavoy, and successfully inter- 
fered among his tiuarrelling kinsmen at (duengmai, sotting 
his nominee on its throne in 1615. hi anger at the king of 
Arakan’s demand for the ce.ssion of some islands on the 
border, he raided Sandoway, ami then in i6t6 he grew 
nervous. 

Fearing his enemies the kings of Siam and Arakau should come 10 
an accommodation with the Portuguese, he sent ambassadors to settle 
a j)eace with us [the Portuguese], excusing the killing oi De Brito, 
oftering to restore the prisoners he had taken, and to assi.st us against 
the king of Arakan, of whose great treasure he desireil notliiug tot 

' RSASB 1915 33. The pagoda was built in the year of his death. -As they 
were old enough to build in 1O13, they must have, been horn about 150'^, long 
before De Brito came to Syriam. Not improbably Sawthada wav a handniaideiv 
in the Arakancse palace. 

“St£vcn 5 III. 197. 
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himself, but the white elephant. The viceroy accepted the ambas- 
sadors' proposals, and sent back with them Martin de Costa Falcam 
to ratify the agreement. He spent many days in soliciting an hour's 
audience ; at length it was appointed at midnight, and he was led in 
the dark to a place where they ordered him to speak, for the king 
heard ; he spoke and saw no king nor heard no answer. He 
signified the desire he had of seeing the king, and was ordered to 
wait his going abroad. He went out one day upon an elephant, and 
knowing Falcam waited in the street to see him, never so much as 
turned his eyes that way ... so the ambassadors returned to Goa 
without concluding anything. (Year i6i6, Stevens III. 255.) 

The reason for his behaviour to the Portuguese envoy was that 
he had ceased to be nervous. 

In 1619 he received in full Hluttaw court at Pegu envoys 
from Bengal, Achin, and the Pmglish hLast India Company in 
Madras.^ They were greeted by noblemen in galleys with 
fifty oars a side, and were housed in accordance with their 
respective importance, the two Englishmen ranking lowest. 
The Englishmen came not to open trade but to recover the 
estate of one of their commercial travellers who, being in 
Chiengmai when the king captured it in 1615, was, together 
with his samples, taken away like all foreigners to Pegu, and 
though reasonably treated, had died. The English envoys 
spoke through a Portuguese slave of the king’s ; they found 
the governor of Syriam “ in great state bedeckt, with jewels in 
his ears with gold rings, with rich stones on his fingers, being 
a white man and of very good understanding ” ; but they 
complained of having continually to give bribes, “ for in this 
place there is nothing to be done or spoken, or any business 
performed without bribes,” and they found it difficult to achieve 
any results, for although everyone from the king downwards 
made fair promises, none of these promises were kept. 

The Burmese government had scheduled the deceased's 
estate and had collected some of his debts, but the king 
objected to returning them, saying that no Engli.sh ships 
had ever come to his country, and until they did, and brought 
trade to his people, he would not gn^; up the estate. Yet 
finally he gave it up, and sent the two envoys back with a 
letter written on palm leaf, asking for PInglish ships to come 
and trade, and w'ith the letter were a ruby ring, two mats, two 
betel boxes, and other presents. 

' Hmanu'.in JII. io8, Purchas looG. 
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I'he envoys had been kept waiting six months under strict 
surveillance, while their money ran out and they were in mortal 
terror of the king who would not let them go, “ for what men 
soever come into his country, he holds them but as his slaves, 
neither can any man go out of his country without his leave, 
for he hath watch both by laiul and water, and he of himself is 
a tyrant, and cannot eat before he hath drawn blood from some 
of his people with death or otherwise.*' 

From about 1627 onwards both the Engiish and Dutch 
East India Companies had branches in Burma under junior 
representatives. These branches were closed from time to 
time, and although pn^fits were occasionally considerable, 
steady trade was imj)ossible becau.se of the disturbed state of 
the country. The English were at Syriam, Ava and Bhamo, 
the Dutch at Syriam, Begu and Ava. Little trade was done 
and in 1677 both companies withdrew (p. 203).' 

Anaukpetlun restored the monaichy and regained control 
from Tavoy and Chiengmai in the .south to Bhamo in the north, 
including Kenghung and other Shan states w'hich are now' in 
Yiinnan. At his death he was thinking of renew ing the old 
adventure against Ayuthia. His methods were as drastic 
as those of Nandabayin ; they were the methods of every 
energetic Burmese king. His people in delighted terror .said 
he had only to wave his sword and the tide would .stop.*^ 
Yet he had a gentler side ; in 1622 he set u]) at his palace a 
great bell (p. 145) with an inscription in Burmese and 'falaing 
w'hich say.s that it was placed under a double roof where the 
sound could reach his ears and all w'ho had a grievance could 
strike it and claim his attention. Among his courtiers was 
Zeyyayandaineik (.son of Thondaunghrnu, p. 125), who had 
served the lords of Toungoo, writin.g a .song on Natshiiinaung 
(p. 188), and now wrote an adulatory ode on his new master, 
Natshinnaung’s slayer. 

After 1613 the king had practically de.serted Ava ; and it 
looks as if he intended to retain Pegu as the permanent 
capital, for in the year of his death he had the remainder 
of his household brought from Ava to Pegu. Among them 

‘ A brick ruin at Old Bhamo, up the Taping river, used to be pointed out as 
the English factory site. See note “ Dutch witlidrawal ” p. 346. 

Htmmitan \\\. 193. 
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were ten ladies of ins harem. His son, prince Minredeippa, had 
a liaison with one of these, the Keng;tiin[^ saivinvas daugliter, 
and when concealment was no longer possible, the eunuchs told 
the king. The guilty pair confessed. His Majesty pointed 
out to the young man that, what he had done was high treason 
and merited roasting alive. Fearing that this would actually 
hapi)en, the latl collected a party of followers with sticks 
and knives, er\tered the king’s room at night, and did him to 
death.^ 


Minredeippa 1628. At once the ministers summoned a 
general assembly of the court. Early action was necessary, 
and they took it : they elected the parricide to the throne. 
Their reasoning was that the king’s brothers, his natural 
successors, were away campaigning in the Shan state.s — at 
one time they had gone as far as Kenghung, north-east of 
Kengtung — and the kingdom would be in turmoil before the}" 
could be recalled. Public morality apart, the rea.soning was 
invalid, for young Minredeippa had not the wit to hold a 
throne, whereas his two uncles were mature men, each in 
command of an army, and the news reached them easily in 
nine days. So far from avoiding disorder, the decision of the 
assembly caused it. The country respected the uncles, for 
they were men of authority ; it knew nothing of Minredeippa, 
and half a dozen g<Jvernor.s took the opportuniU^ to revolt. 
Deprived of support from Lower Burma, the two uncles had to 
waste sixteen months reducing the north country. Meanwhile 
they seized the families of the Upper Burma companies in the 
palace Guard, making the fact known in Pegu, and thus 
shaking the allegiance of Minredeippa’s guards. He had 
not the courage to leave his palace and attack them. Town 
after town fell to them, and when they surrounded Ava, 
Minredeippa, foreseeing their success, decided to flee to 
Arakan ; but his own followers, in disgust at his cowardice 

• The king was called Anaukpethin because he iHed on the west side of the 
rivrr al Pegu. 
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and tyranny, seized him and sent a deputation to Ava asking 
Thalun, one of the uncles, to take the throne. He did so, and 
immediately on arriving in Fcgu executed Minredeippa, sternly 
rejecting his plea to be allowed to become a monk. 


THALUN 1629-48 was crowned with great ceremony at 
Pegu, surrounded by Burmese, Shan, and Talaing lords. But 
while he was still in the coronation palace, the men in charge 
of building his monasteries plotted with Moulmein I'alaings 
and rushed the armoury. A few hundred Kaunghan (p. 347) 
of the Guard drove them out; they fled to Moulmein, held it 
in force for some time, and were executed in large numbers. 
This led to a Talaing exodus into Siam ; envoys ^ were sent 
asking the king of Siam to extradite them, but he refused. 

In (635 the king was again crowned at Ava and moved 
the palace there. Thereafter it remains the capital. The 
Delta had lost its advantages now tliat the idea of attacking 
Ayuthia was dead, and Pegu ceased to be a seaport w^hen, 
about 1600, the silting up of the river was complete. The 
proper site to move to was Syriam, but the court did not 
realise that the country’s future lay on the .seacoast (p. 249). 
The move to Ava signifies the abandonment of Tabinshwehti’s 
dream of a national kingshij). The attempted coalescence 
with the Talaings had failed, and the court relapsed into its 
tribal homeland, Upper Burma. 

The king appointed as j^uvaraju (crown prince) the brother 
who had loyally supported him in the march from the Shan 
states to the throne; but the brother died in 1647. In the 
same year the king’s son Shintalok, abetted by Tavoy men in 
the household, .seduced some of the Guard and drove his father 
out of the palace. He fled to a neighbouring inonastcry, and 
.several hundred monks defended him with sticks until his 
other sons brought up armed men. It was a month before he 
could retake the palace, as the traitors had the cannon there. 
He had to improvise cannon out of ingyin w'ood {Pcntaafic 

^ySS 1910 Havenswaay “Translation of Van Vliet’s description of Siam “ 
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suavts). Shintalok tried to fight his way out but was shot 
dead on his elephant. The defence collapsed and the rebels 
met their end under the elephants’ feet. Elephants who knew 
their work would toss and worry a man for some time before 
despatching him, and the kings kept them especially for the 
purpose. 

Hearing of this plot, the raja of Manipur raided Thaungdut 
on the Chindwin river, and a levy had to be sent there. 
Rut the reign was generally peaceful, and the king set himself 
to stabilise conditions after the terrible wars of his predecessors, 
which left the country anjemic for a century. The Delta had 
suffered most, and it is possibly the depopulation of Pegu 
which made the court return to Upper Burma. The return 
restored Kyaukse to impcjrtancc, and Thalun proceeded to re- 
construct its canal administration. He went further, over- 
hauling the revenue administration of the whole country, and 
compiling the Revenue Inquest of 1638, the first in Burmese 
history (p. 269). How far he originated is uncertain, but if he 
did no more than restore the rough organisation which had 
been shattered, he would still be entitled to rank as one of the 
best kings. ^ 

How destructive was the disorder which overwhelmed 
Burma is shown by the history of the Shw^esettaw shrine in 
Minbu district. It was one of the holiest imaginable, for it 
contains (sic) tw^o of Buddha’s footprints. Yet during the 
si.xteenth century, so great was the depopulation caused by the 
Siamese w^ars, so little was the intercourse with Arakan over 
the An Pa.ss, the approaches to wiiich include Shwesettaw, that 
even this famous spot w'as entirely forgotten. The king wi.shed 
it to be found, and in 1638 the famous Taungbila sayadaw 
with several other monks visited the place, succeeded in finding 
the footprints overgrown with scrub jungle, and restored the 
shrines.- 

The Taungbila sayadaw received from the king the title 
Tipitakalankara for his learning ; he wrote Wethandayapyo a 
poetical version of the Vessantara jataka story of the Buddha, 
several Pali works, and Amedaw'pon, a collection of answers he 
gave to the king on questions of church and state ; leaving the 

‘ See note “ Ibalun’s inqueht, etc.” p. 347. 

- Duroiselle ” Notes on the Ancient (iix>graphy of Burma ” I. 2b. 
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fine monastery built him by the princes, he spent the closing 
years of his life in solitude on Taungbila Hill near Sagaing. 
One of his pupils, Mundigotha, also was an author. The 
king s daughter, Shwehsindu, wrote a number of yadu verses, 
and the king himself kept under his pillow a golden casket 
containing a poem written for him by a monk, 
Shin Karavika ; he admired it so much that he learnt it by 
heart for it began “ May the fourfold power of the king, the 
god of men, shaded by the white umbrella, increase day by 
day and . . . Another monk, Shin Kumara Kassapa, who 
dwelt in the Minkyaungdaik at Pahkangyi in Pakokku district, 
wrote Dhammarasipyo and Dhammayazapyo. Shin Thanhko 
wrote a poem on the royal elephant, and many songs, including 
one on prince Minredeippa (p. 192). 

These are trivialities, but the work of the minister Kaingsa 
is of importance. His friend the Taungbila sayadmv suggested 
he should write a law-book. On proceeding to do so he was 
struck with the fact that the ancient lawgiver Manu is not 
mentioned in the Buddhist scriptures, which is natural seeing 
that he is a Hindu myth and has no connection with Buddha. 
As Manu’s personality was unscriptural, Kaingsa discarded 
him, but as a law-book in his own name would carry no weight 
and it was necessary to have a halo of tradition, he induced 
the king to grant him the title of Manu. Then, in the name 
of Manu (p. 238) he proceeded to write the Manusarashwemin 
or Maharaja dhamniathat^ the first law-book written in Burmese. 
It is based on Bayinnaung’s compilations (p. 1 71) and on the 
preceding Talaing dhanwiathats, but it substitutes Burmese 
ideas on, for instance, inheritance, for theirs, which were still 
largely Hindu.^ 

The king’s principal foundatio.n is the Yazarnanisula 
(Kaunghmudaw) pagoda at Sagaing, sometimes called the 
“breast pagoda” owing to a silly jetiological tale; it is of 
Cingalese pattern. In it he enshrined a golden Buddha image 
of his own weight,*^ and Bayinnaung’s Ceylon tooth and stone 
tkabeik begging bowl (p. 185). It is surrounded by a palisade 
of stone posts, doubtless a descendant of those at the Bhilsa 
topes in Gwalior and of the forest of taller columns which 

' rx,r. ti.t,hims7 ** Jarcii’ie Piiie ’* 77 
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surround the dagobas at Anuradhapura in Ceylon ; each post is 
six feet high and eight inches in diameter, with a little cup 
hollowed out of the side at the top so as to contain oil lights ; 
in former days the pagoda seems to have been gilded,^ and at 
night it must have been an imjXDsing sight, with the little 
lights from 802 posts flickering on the huge golden dome. 
The slaves dedicated to it were Shan captives from Chiengmai, 
Anan and Hmaingpun.^ When seeking an auspicious time 
for raising the spire, the king was told there was none, the 
omens showed he would die, and his son would raise the spire. 
He threatened to burn the soothsayer with all his family if he 
survived the appointed day, but he did not survive it, and the 
spire was raised by his son. 


PIN DALE 1648-61 is called Ngatatdayaka because he 
built the Ngatatkyi shrine in Sagaing district, containing a very 
large sitting Buddha image. 

When the Ming dynasty 1368-1644 of China was over- 
thrown, Yung-li, last of the Ming race, was pressed down by 
weight of numbers into Yiinnan, fighting gallantly. Here he 
maintained himself for some years. In his extremity he levied 
requisitions on Hsenwi and some of the border towns such as 
Maingmaw^ which, finding the burden excessive, suddenly 
exhibited great loyalty to Burma. The king therefore sent 
levies which took hostages and prevented the exactions from 
coming further south. Near Tengyiieh in 1 65 8 Yung-li*s armies 
made their last stand for the old cause and were defeated ; he 
sought refuge at Bhamo, asked its sawbwa to intercede for him 
as he wished to take refuge in Ava, and he sent a hundred viss 
of gold (365 lb.) to the king. The king said Yung-li could be 
sent up if he were properly secured. The sawbiva knelt when 
communicating these orders to Yung-li, for he was an emperor, 

^ There were traces of gilding in 1855, “ Mission 65. 

" Parlett 3. 

® Forty miles E.S. K. of Hhamo town. These frontier states often paid nominal 
tribute to both sides, cf. Yule ** Mission ** xiii. 
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and sent him and his family with their 700 disarmed followers 
by barge to Ava, their horses going overland. 

Yuug-li paid homage and was allowed to live with his 
followers at Sagaing. but they were virtually prisoners, and 
the remnant of the Ming armies, hearing of their plight, tried 
to rescue them. Infinitely worse was the plague of freebooter 
armies which had broken out in China during the change of 
dynasty. These swarmed through the provinces from Ssdch'uan 
downwards, but one of their chiefs who had set up as king 
there was killed and they soon learnt by bitter experience that 
it did not pay to plunder the Manchus. They looked for 
easier prey, occupied Mone and Yawnghwe, defeated a Burmese 
army at Wetwin near Maymyo, and took Taungbalu and 
Tada-u close to Ava, inflicting severe loss on the Burmese, 
many of whom were drowned by the weight of their harness 
when fleeing across the Myitnge river. They plundered the 
villages, killing men, carrying off women and burning 
monasteries, while the monks fled in terror to the woods. At 
length they were driven away from Ava by the help of the 
feringhi gunners, with the loss of a chief who was killed by a 
jingal-shot from the walls, and they retired to Mone. Yung-li was 
pitifully apologetic and explained that all this was done without 
his authorisation. For the next three years the Chinese 
continued to build stockades under the walls of Ava, and 
ravaged Upper Burma from Yawnghwe, occu[)ying Wundwin 
in Meiktila district. The population took refuge in the we.stern 
uplands to avoid massacre. The Chinese raided Pagan, drove 
off* every Burmese army and even captured some of the 
princes. 

I'he king ruled over much the same area as Bayinnaung 
and had the same resources at his disposal. Bayinnaung would 
have found a speedy remedy ; he would have marched a large 
force and exacted such reprisals that no Chinaman would have 
dared show his face across the frontier for a generation. But 
the king was spiritless and commanded no real following out- 
side his homeland. 

The lord of Martaban,' indeed, started out with 3,000 men 
to aid Ava, but the Talaings had no heart in the business and 
deserted on the march. The punishment for desertion was 
' Samuel Smith 13 - 16 . 
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burning alive in batches. Their indignant kinsmen rose, fired 
Martaban, drove the Burmese out, and went off into Siam, 
6,000 souls in all, including families and prisoners. The 
frontier guards reported to the king of Siam who sent lords 
smim to greet them, men of their own race who had long since 
been settled in Siam. He granted gracious audience to their 
eleven leaders in the palace at Ayuthia, and allotted them 
lands. 

Taking advantage of a lull in the ir/oads of the Chinese, 
the Burmese retaliated by invading Si?.m, hoping to get if not 
these Talaings at least substitutes fct them. They received 
no help from their Chiengmai lieges who, finding Ava power- 
less, had already made overtures asking Siam to aid them in 
case of attack from the Chinese freebooters in the Shan states. 
The Burmese advanced by the Ataran river and Three Pagodas 
Pass in Moulmein district towards Kanburi stockade. But 
they never reached it, being severely repulsed, and in their 
retreat they were ambushed in the passes. Such of them as 
were not left on the ground ended their daj^s in slavery to the 
Siamese. 

The Talaings had fled into Siam because they well knew 
they were too weak to stand against Burmese vengeance. 
Thus, though there is some excuse for the king’s failure to 
get levies from the Delta, there is none for his failure to get 
its rice which could easily have been brought up stream. He 
needed that rice, for Kyaukse, the granary of Upper Burma, 
was in the hands of the Chinese. But he sat with folded 
hands while they roamed the land at will, the crops could not 
be sown, the city granaries ran low, and the Guards and 
palace staff were plunged into mourning by the massacre of 
their kinsmen in the villages. They could get no food to eat, 
and finally they found that the royal concubines had cornered 
what rice there was and were selling it at iniquitous prices. 
The king exercised no control, and when they appealed to 
him, he mournfully said he could not help them. They ap- 
proached his brother Pye who at once m^i^ched on the palace. 
The king in his inner chamber, hearing the drums, sent his 
eunuchs^ to see what was toward. They told him, and he ran 
to hide while the queen with her son aged eight and grandson 
^ Natural defectives. The Burmese do not mutilate. 



aged four remained on the couch of state. Pye and his men 
entered the palace, cutting down some twenty men and women. 
Pye said “ Brother, I wish thee no harm, but these things 
cannot be. Many a time have the ministers called me, and 
now I must do as they say.” The queen entreated him, say- 
ing “ Be king but spare our lives. We will end our days in 
religion. Let the children become monks.” But Pye shook 
his head, saying “ When have our family been monks ? They 
will only throw off the robe. Yet will I do you no harm, 
remembering the oath I sware to our father.” He kept them 
in a royal house, sending them food daily. But after a few 
weeks the court said “There cannot be two suns in the sky,” 
and he drowned ‘ the king, the queen, and their little son and 
grandson in the Chindwin river. The shrine they had set up 
north of the town to the Yazapita nat spirit was also destroyed, 
for it had plotted evil. 


PYK 1661-72 was troubled in heart over these terrible 
events and after summoning the monks and listening to the 
law he said to them “ i had no wish to be king, but the 
ministers and captains insisted that they had no refuge but 
me. Even as the Lord himself is bound by his clurgy, so 
must I hearken to the voice of my people.” The monks did 
not gainsay him, for he spoke the truth. They represented 
the public conscience, and every good king strove to win their 
approval. 

He held an investiture, giving his uncle the right to ride 
in a palanquin and be.stowing golden swords, fiefs, titles and 
privileges on many, including merchants ; the most precious 
title, Thettawshe^ conferred on one person only, meant “ he 
to w^hom the king grants long life,” for its holder, alone of 
all men, was exempt from being put to death out of hand. 
Travellers have often described the dignity of the Burmese 
court when, through the great hall with its golden pillars, 
amidst audible silence, while every head, as far as eye could 

’ See note “ Royal Drowning ” p. 338. 

® Wayland 1 . 254. The title Thetlawshe was conferred e.g. in 1659, 1672, 
(Hmannan III. 269, 294, 306). 
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see, was bowed to the ground, the king would stride along in 
solitary grandeur, his vestures stiff with gold and jewels, hold- 
ing in his hand a gold-sheathed sword. Scenes such as this 
lingered in the imagination of the people, who felt that 
far away from their poor little huts, above the dulness of 
their lives, rose the Golden Palace, enshrining their king 
amid magnificence such as they had never dreamed of save 
in a fairy tale. Men live largely by sentiment, and that 
sentiment was satisfied to the full in the mystery and splendour 
of the kingship. 

King Pye stopped profiteering among the harem women, 
so that his Guards did not have to go without food for three 
days at a time as under his predecessor ; but otherwise his 
success was not perceptibly greater. The Siamese, with 
Martaban, Tavoy and Chiengmai levies in their army, raided 
Syriam and Pegu, carrying off the population in crowds.^ The 
Chinese ravages continued with undiminished intensity. The 
court suspected Yung-li of complicity and the king decided to 
summon all his 700 followers to the Tupayon pagoda at 
Sagaing (p. 100), administer the oath of allegiance, and scatter 
them in small parties in different villages. They would not go 
unless the sawbwa of Mong Si in north Hsenwi, whom they 
trusted, was allowed to accompany them. At the pagoda they 
were surrounded by royal troops and the sawbwa was being 
taken away from them when, suspecting treachery, he seized a 
sword from one of the Guards and laid about him. The 
Chinese did likewise. Thereupon musketeers of the Guard 
mowed them down and the survivors were executed to a man 
by the king’s order. The king sent Yung-li a reassuring 
message with meat and drink but reproached him for his 
retinue’s conduct, and Yung-li said " They did wrong and were 
punished. I owe thee my life and ask only to be left in peace.” 

In time the Chinese freebooters wore themselves out and 
the iron hand of the Manchu dynasty fell on the remnants. In 
1662 the Yunnan viceroy came with 20,000 men and, halting 
at Aungbinle in Mandalay district, sent ^ herald summoning 
the king to surrender Yung-li or take the consequences. 
This was the pass to which things had come through lack of 
judgment in admitting Yung-li and lack of manhood in repel- 

^ Samuel Smith 22 - 30 . 
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ling the Chinese. The king called a council ; he pointed out 
that in 1446 the Burmese had surrendered Thonganbwa (p. 
99), in 1601 the Chinese had surrendered the Bhamo sawbwa 
(p. 1 84), and it was therefore in accordance with precedent to 
surrender Yung-li. The ministers agreed and, disregarding 
the solemn fact that Yung-li had been admitted to allegiance, 
they delivered him up to meet his doom.^ 


The king was succeeded by his son NARAWARA 1672-3 
who died young. Before the breath was out of his body his 
sister, some eunuchs and some ministers prevented all com- 
munication between the inner and outer palace and proceeded 
to choose a successor. They went through the list of the 
dead king’s brothers, objecting to one that he drank, to another 
that he was overbearing, and thus by a process of elimination 
there remained only a blameless cousin called MINRE- 
KYAWDIN 1673-98. Having made him sit on the throne, 
they announced the king’s death and administered the water 
of allegiance. Two of the princes objected and were immedi- 
ately led away by the executioners. After that, everyone 
loyally drank the water. Perhaps the new king was really 
the best choice ; perhaps he was a puppet for those who chose 
him : they figured in his first honours list. 

A fortnight later a kinsman rushed the palace with some 
companies of the Guard who had not been won over by the 
clique, but they were all cut down. The Byedaik Privy 
Council Chamber was red with their blood, and the entrances 
to the palace roof were choked with their corpses, as some of 
them tried to take refuge on the roof. The survivors were 
dealt with according to precedent. Men remembered the 
horror of those days, and the executions that followed ; 
they told how the palace halls were haunted by the ghosts 
of the slain. 

The reign produced one historical work, the Jatapon, 
which gives the horoscopes of the kings of Burma and is of 
great importance because its dates are more reliable than those 


* See note “Yung-li (Kuei),*’ p. 352. 
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of other histories. Every three years or so the garrisons 
would be relieved in foreign stations, such as Martaban and 
Chiengmai. Occasionally a petty Shan revolt would be 
crushed, or a sawbwa would abscond to Yunnan which would 
give him up ; the court had a way of appointing its favourite 
of the native family who had lived at court over the head of 
the natural heir, and this would cause trouble. A foray 
would occasionally be made into Ayuthia. In 1695 a minister 
from Ayuthia deserted with five elephants and a hundred men 
and took service under the king. Or some of the foreign 
deportees would revolt, as the Siamese did at Salin in Minbu 
district in 1680. Sometimes a member of the royal family 
would have to be drowned. But these are the normal events 
of any reign. 

European trade centred in Siam and Malaya at places such 
as Mergui (p. 189) which, save under Bayinnaung 1551-81, 
was in Siamese hands till 1765. The Portuguese ceased to 
count after 1641 when they were expelled from Malacca by 
the Dutch, but there is still a colony of their descendants, with 
high-sounding names they cannot pronounce, round the Catholic 
church at Mergui. The merchants of Golconda carried the 
India trade thither ; the king of Siam and his minister, Phaulkon, 
a Greek, wishing to oust them and get the carrying trade for 
their own ships, employed interlopers, i.e. Englishmen indepen- 
dent of the East India Company. Thus Burneby figures as 
Governor of Mergui among the seven commissioners appointed 
by the king of Siam in 1 686 to administer the port and province, 
and Samuel White, another of the commissioners, was Port 
Officer 1683-7. the East India Company depended for 

its security on the king of Golconda and persuaded their 
principal shareholder, James II., to claim Mergui in 1687. 
It could have been seized without great ill will on the part 
of the townsfolk had not some of the English held a banquet 
aboard a ship in the harbour, getting dead drunk, and firing 
broadsides at every toast, broadsides which, if you please, 
were loaded with ball. The townsfolk took reprisals, killing 
some sixty other English who were ashore. 

James II. was also actuated by a desire to forestall Louis 
XIV. P'our companies of French infantry built a fort and 
garrisoned Mergui during 1688 by arrangement with the 
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king of Siam who played off the European nations against 
each other. The name French Bay, on the eastern side of 
King Island, the largest island in the Mergui group, com- 
memorates the fact that it was for a few years about this time 
the rendezvous of French warships. With the death of the 
Siamese king and the murder of Phaulkon in i688, the 
Siamese ceased to favour the French, and in any case the 
French before long had no energy to spare for the Farther 
East. 

After 1687 the English continued to trade in Mergui to a 
certain extent. The Dutch remained predominant ; they had 
the tin monopoly but based their trade on Malacca, and 
Mergui declined Sea piracy was everywhere rampant, some 
of the worst rogues being European renegades, especially 
Dutchmen. After 1765 Mergui declined still further by 
passing into the hands of the Burmese whose control spoilt 
the overland route to Ayuthia.^ 

The French Compagnie des Indes had a branch at Syriam 
in 1688 ; its existence, though interrupted at times, lasted 
nearly a century.^ The Burmese tried to make the English re- 
establish the branches which had been closed (p. 191); the go- 
between was a half-caste Portuguese, and as the English would 
never trouble to send a proper representative the proposal fell 
through, although in 1688 the governor of Syriam himself 
wrote asking them to settle there. A few years later the 
king received in his gardens at Ava the following, brought by 
Fleetwood and Sealey who prostrated them.selves nine times 
in the shihko position as they approached him : — 

“Letter from the Nathaniel Higginson Esqr etc Governourof Fort 
St George to the King of Ava. 

To his Imperiali Majesty, who blesseth the noble City of Ava, 
with his Presence, Emperour of Kmperours, & excelling the Kings 
of the East & of the West, in glory & honour. . . . 

The fame of so glorious an Emperour, the Lord of Power & 
Riclies, being spread through the whole Earth, all Nations resort 
to view the splendor of your greatness, &, with your Majesty’s 
Subjects, to partake of the blessings, which God Almighty has 
bestowed upon your Kingdoms, above all others ; your Majesty has 

igiy Furnivall “ From China to Peru” and his “Samuel White, 
Port Officer of Mergui ” ; Ander&on “ English Intercourse with Siam.” 

See note “ French and Shipbuilding ” p. 353. 
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been pleased to grant especiall favours to the Honorable English 
Company, whose servant I am ; & now send to present before the 
footstool of your Throne, a few Toys, as an acknowledgment of 
your Majesty’s goodness ; which I beg your Majesty to accept, & 
to vouchsafe an Audience to my Servants, <fe a gracious Answer to 
my Petition. 

I humbly pray your Majesty’s fountain of goodness to continue 
your wonted favours to the Right Honourable English Company . . . 
& pray your Majesty to give me leave to send a Factor, next 
Monsoon, to reside at Syriam. . . . 

About 3 Years ago 1 ordered Bartholomew Rodrigues, Master of 
a small Sloop, called St Anthony and St Nicholas to go from Achccn 
to Bengali, laden with divers Commodity’s ; . . . the said Sloop 
was fortunately arrived within your Majesty’s Kingdoms, calling 
there for Wood & Water, your Officers not knowing who she be- 
longed to, had taken care, by your Majesty’s Order, for the safe 
keeping of the Sloop & Cargoe ... I have now sent this by my 
Factors, Edward Fleetwood and James Lesly, & humbly pray your 
Majesty to cause Bartholemew Rodrigues & his People, & that 
Sloop & Cargo, to be delivered to my said Factors. . . . 

Severall Englishmen, who, in former Years, have been in your 
Majesty’s Kingdoms, & have obtained liberty of returning, doe 
declare the greatness of your Majesty’s glory. If there be any now 
remaining under the misfortune of Captivity, I humbly beg your 
Majesty will please to grant their liberty, that they may spread the 
fame of your Majesty’s splendid Greatness, from the rising Sun to 
the setting Sun. 

Adrian Tilbury, a Merchant of this place, was my Servant for 
many Years, He made a Voyage from hence to Martaban & there 
dyed ; his Widow hath acquainted me, that your Majesty’s Governours 
have according to the usuall Justice of your Majesty’s laws, secured 
his Estate, being a Stranger. 1 humbly beg your Majesty will be 
pleased to order the same to be delivered to my Factors, for the use 
of his Widow & Orphan. . . . 

And if your Majesty will grant me leave to build a small Ship, or 
tw^o, I will send rny People the next Year for that purpose. 

Your Majesty’s most humble 

and Devoted Servant 

Nat. Higginson. 

Dated in Fort St George 
the loth Sept. 1695.” 

This English version of the letter was whe office copy. The 
issue copy which went to Ava was in Portuguese, because the 
slaves whom the king kept at Ava as interpreters were half- 
caste Portuguese. 

As Tilbury was an alien dying inte.state his estate had 
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escheated to the crown ; the Company did not object, for it 
was their own custom, and the property would be restored 
on cause being shown (p. 190). But the rest of the letter, 
stripped of diplomatic phraseology, constitutes an indictment. 
Governor Higginson offered to re-open the branch at Syriam, 
not because he wanted it but because the king of Burma 
wanted it. The king wanted foreigners to trade in his ports, 
and since the English would not come he waited till a ship, 
S^, Anthony and St. NickolaSy affiliated to them, strayed into 
his ports, and then seized her in order to attract their atten- 
tion. 

Indeed seafaring men tended to give Burma a wide berth. 
There were better markets at Malacca, Achin, and Teiiasserim, 
and at these places foreigners received good treatment. They 
had reason to doubt the treatment they would get in Burma. 
No skipper likes paying his crew all the wages due when 
giving them liberty to go ashore in a foreign port ; he likes to 
retain a balance lest they should desert, and in some navies he 
is bound by regulation to do so. But the governors of 
Burmese ports had a way of insisting that crews should be 
paid in full before landing, and then encouraging them to 
desert. If a sailor married a woman of the country, the 
governor would claim him as a Burmese subject, alleging that 
the husband takes the wife’s nationality. A shipmaster could 
not get his men back, or if he did he had to pay the Burmese 
officials for each man they returned. It was the king’s 
regular policy to retain every foreigner he could (p. 349). If 
a ship was driven on to the coast by weather the Burmese 
government regarded her as a windfall, confiscated her, and 
enslaved the crew. They argued that under their law anyone 
who saved another from drowning had the right to possess him 
as a slave, in the same way a weather-beaten ship owed her 
life to the port which gave her shelter, therefore the prince 
of that port had a right to seize her. Nay, if a ship merely 
touched at a Burmese port for water without being expressly 
consigned there, she was seized and the crew enslaved on the 
same reasoning.^ But here as in so much else the harshness 

’Year 1755, Dalrymple 1 . igi ; year 1781, Sonnerat (1S06) III. 49; year 
1782, TP 1890 Cordier “ Les Frant^ais en Pirnianie” igg, 205 ; year 180S, 
Sangerniano 61. The custom continued until the Treaty of Yandabo ij? 
Crawfurd 11. app. 13. 
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of the rulers was mitigated by the humanity of the monks : if 
the distressed mariner wandered into a monastery he was safe, 
for the monks would bind up his wounds, feed him, clothe him, 
and send him as if in sanctuary with letters of commendation 
from monastery to monastery till he could reach Syriam, there 
to await the chance of some passing ship.^ 

The orders passed by the Burmese court on Governor 
Higginson*s letter were that the restoration of a ship and crew, 
though contrary to all law and precedent — “it is such as has 
never yet been granted ** — would be conceded as a special case 
on the understanding that the Company reopened its branch 
at Syriam ; the Company was granted its former site, with 
dock space, and a rebate of one-third ofif the customs duties, 
which were usually 10 per cent ad valorem, exclusive of heavy 
perquisites. Two years later neither the ship nor the crew 
had been restored, and Governor Higginson had to send a 
second mission under Bowyer in 1697 with exactly the same 
objects. He wanted to export teak, rice, and saltpetre. In 
practice he was allowed to export teak, but in theory it was 
prohibited, rice was allowed only in sufficient quantities to feed 
a crew, and the very idea of allowing the export of saltpetre 
was so unthinkable that the ministers could not even mention 
it to His Majesty. 

The English factory was established at Syriam in 1 709 and 
lasted till 1743 (p. 213). Thej^ imported fire-arms for govern- 
ment, piece-goods, hats and other European wares, areca, and 
coconuts from the Nicobars; they exported ivory, lac, pepper, 
cardamum, beeswax, fur, cutch, any amount of raw cotton and 
silk, together with such jewels, silver, lead, copper, iron, tin 
and earth-oil as could be got in spite of the prohibition. 
Moreover, they were allowed to use as much teak as they liked 
for building ships at Syriam and they built many, the favourite 
type being brigantines of 40-50 tons. 

* Year 1727, Hamilton 11 . 62. 

^Documents relating to the Fleetwood-Sealcy d Bowyer missions are at 
DalrympU II. 337-405. An Armenian at Ava warned Fleetwood not to make 
presents to the reigning beauty in the palace, as a prince who had recently done 
so was punished. 
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SANE 1698-1714, son of his predecessor, built the Manaung 
pagoda in Sagaing district. In 1707 he sent levies to raid 
Sandoway. In 1703 deserters from Ayuthia and in 1709 from 
Viengchang took service at Ava owing to some quarrel with 
the king of Siam. 

The authors of the reign are Yazathuriya, minister of land 
revenue, and two monks, Shin Zinarama and Shin Aggatha- 
mala ; the last dwelt at Shwekyetyet and his supporter, the 
Twinthin minister, would never bring him to the king’s notice 
lest worldly success should spoil him. They wrote verse and 
commentaries. 


TANINGANWE 1714-33, son of his predecessor, built the 
Lawkamanaung pagoda at Ava. At his accession his uncle, 
lord of Pagan, rebelled and fled to the hills east of Pegu. In 
1721 the first Christian missionaries landed; the king gave 
them presents for the Pope.^ In 1724 Mg Kala compiled the 
Yazawingyi chronicle ; it is an important work, based on earlier 
sources, and similarly large portions of its own text are incor- 
porated verbatim in the narrative of the Hmannan Yazawin. 
In 1725 Chiengmai revolted against grinding Burmese taxation 
and successfully resisted recapture, although the king ordered 
molten silver to be poured down the throats of officers who 
had taken bribes from the rebels and failed in their duty. 


MAHADAMMAYAZA-DIPATl 1733-52, the son of his 
predeces.sor, had a minister, Padethayaza, who had written 
verse in the two preceding reigns and now proceeded to do so 
on one of the royal princesses and on the Siamese embassy 
(p. 214); he accompanied the king to Pegu in 1752 and died 
at Syriam. In 1736 the Shinhla image (p. 48) at Sagaing 


‘ 80c. rf'ti.* ‘‘The ' p. 
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was stolen ; His Majesty therefore executed the primate and a 
Brahman.^ 

Manipur though tributary to Burma under Bayinnaung 
1551-81 had gone her own way since his time. In 1647 and 
1692 the raja had raided Thaungdut on the Chindwin river, 
but these were only the ordinary border forays such as Arakan 
and Siam were always making, and, on the other hand, in 1704 
he presented a daughter. But under Gharib Newaz 1714-54 
Manipur became a thorn in the side of Upper Burma. The 
country was famous for its ponies, and in those days every man, 
however hu mble his rank, possessed two or three. - Polo, played 
forty a side, was universal and made them all expert horsemen. 
They now came raiding Upper Burma. They started in 1724 
by saying they would present another girl to provide company 
for the one presented in 1 704. But when three hundred lords, 
ladies and attendants from the Ava court came to escort her 
at the mouth of the Yu river in the Upper Chindwin district, 
they were met not by a tame princess but by wild horsemen 
who carried them all away captive into Manipur. The 
Burmese sent an expedition in revenge, but it was ambushed 
in the swamps near Heirok, south-west of Thobal, and losing 
heavily retreated in haste. In 1735 the Manipuris came to 
Myedu in Shwebo district and carried off loot, cattle, and a 
thousand people, mainly descendants of De Britos Indians 
(p. 348). In 1737 they killed two-thirds of a royal levy sent 
to oppose them, including the commander, who was drunk,® and 
swept down to Tabayin in Shwebo district, burning everything 
they met. In 1738 when the king garrisoned these two places 
and Mingin in the Upper Chindwin district against them, they 
simply cantered past, camped at Thalunbyu west of Sagaing, 
burnt every house and monastery uj) to the walls of Ava, and 
stormed the stockade built to protect the Kaunghmudaw pagoda 
(p. 195). slaughtering the garrison like cattle in a pen and 
killing the commandant, a minister of the Hluttaw Council ; 
the old door-leaves of the pagoda’s eastern gateway show a 
gash made by the sword of Gharib Ne vaz when he was forcing 
an entrance. 

1 Ilmannan HI. 376. See note “ Capital Punishment” p. 353. 

- PembirtoH 31. 

“ Ihiumnan HI. 377. See note “ Drink ” p. 314. 
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One reason why the Manipuris raided Burma was that they 
had just been converted to liinduism by preaclters who said that 
if tliey bathed in the Irrawaddy river at Sagaingall blessedness 
would attend them. Indeed, their chief Brahman insiste»l on 
coming to Ava himself in 1744 in order to convert the (jolden 
Falace, but he fell ill aiid died after staying a month, and his 
suite of lesser Brahmans then returned liome. 

The Manipuris raided again in 1740 but in 1741 they sent 
an envoy with a jacket for the raja's kinswoman who liad been 
presented to the Ava harem in 1704 ; lie also brought ct)mpli- 
mentary presents for the king, whose (orders were that ^'s 
presents should be sent in at once and then he .should be ke|>t 
waiting a m ith before being granted an audi' ncc or seei)ig 
the j)nncess. ‘ 

In 1749 Gharib Newaz came on his last raiil, thinking ' If 
there is an o|)portunit)^ to light, 1 will light ; and if the. t; is 
not j will pre.sent a daughter." On reaching Ava he f >iind 
the Burme.se forces so numerous that they stretched from 
Shwekyetyet to Londavvjiauk ; moreover, during the nigi^l his 
.standard was blown down, a terrible portent ; always celebi\.i.ed 
for his royal wisdom, he now perceived that this was not in 
occasion to tight, and instead lie presented his twelve-year-oid 
daughter who accijinpanied him. 

The Mani{)uris were occasionally troubled by Uuniii.'se 
levies, but usually did as they liked. laving in an obscure valley, 
knowing nothing of the outer world, they thought themselves 
heroes, able to lake their pleasure of Burma when they willed. 
They did not realise that Burma was several times the size- of 
their country, that they were laying up f(^r themselvcrs a fright > 
fill vengeance, and the only reason vengeance never seemed to 
come was that Burma hapjiened to be under an incapable king. 

Mahadammayaza-dipati, king of Burma, angered at hi.s 
commanders' failure to repel the Manipuris, used to expose them 
in the sun with a sword on their necks, saying “ if a failure like 
this conie.s to iny golden ears again 1 will chastise you with 
my sword." Neither he nor his predecessors since 1648 ever 
took the field in person. In short, the kingdom was doomed. 
I here is no parallel between Indo-China aiul developed states 
where the king’s i)ersonality matters little, because there is a 

‘ lim-.i'.nuin III. 
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large middle and upper class to galvanise the nation into life. 
Majestic and complex though the machinery of adn;iinistration 
seemed to a simple people, it. was ineffective. Character and 
intelligence were rare, because the instinct of self-preservation 
drives a despotism to cut off the heads of the tallest lilies in 
the Tarquin way. 

Where society is sound, families possess vitality for centuries, 
witness such houses as the Cecils and the Lowthers who are 
now leading their people for the fourth century. But in Burma 
no reigning family lasted three centuries or retained its vigour 
for more than three generations. One reason is the large-scale 
harem system which convention fastened on the monarch, 
(jreat kings did not transmit their character but shattered the 
m<Mil(k pn)ducing quantity at the expense of quality. The 
Burmese commoner chose as wife an equal, to be his helpmate ; 
they shared their daily life, its common toil and interest ; their 
children grew up under the care of an equal man, an ccjual 
woman, gaining the benefit of a father’s as well as a mother’s 
example. But the Burmese king did not choose his wife : he 
married his half-sisters, and his innumerable lesser wives were 
not chosen on consideration, to be the noble mothers of children, 
but were taken on caprice, as distractions. The little prince 
grew u|j amid jealousy and intrigue, his mother was often an 
inferior, and he developed not in the free almosj^here of an 
c<|ual man and woman, acquiring character from each, but in 
purely feminine surroundings which his augu.st father seldom 
entered. 

1 he state to which things had been allowed to drift is in- 
dicated by the fact that although tire-arms hiid been known 
in Burma since the sixteenth century, the king now had so 
few that the Manipuris thought he had ncme.' I’he mon- 
archy was like over-ripe fruit, ready to fall at the first touch, 
and, as invariably happcncfi at such times, there was a crop 
of minlaurii^ pretenders. Rumours of them wore even more 
plentiful, and dacoity was ramj>ant everywhere. In 1742 a 
thousand people fled to Arakan, complaining that there was 
drunkenness in the palace and fiimine in the villages; and 
others followed them over the passes in the next decade.- 


^ L^embirton 30 . 
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A colony of Gwe Shans ^ at Okpo near Madaya, Mandalay 
district, disliked the king because he taxed their kiinthihin 
areca palms at four annas a tree;" the present rate is less 
than one pie, and four annas in those days was something 
like four rupees to-day. They set up one of their number, 
Gonna-cin, as pretender, and Talaing deportees at Madaya 
joined them. They built a stockade, swept the Burmese out 
of the locality, went raiding into Shwebo district, and would 
even venture to attack the retreating Manipuris. On one 
occasion a number of them were captured by the Burmese, who 
treated them well, hoping to dissuade them fiom sending to 
Pegu for help ; they were released, and went away sa3^ing they 
wf)Uid win over their comrades to pay homage ; they returned 
in strength, found the Burmese holding high festival, and cut 
them to pieces. 

J’he king had continued to hold the Delta since the 
sixteenth century. But although he could sometimes rely 
on raising a levy there, his troops were usually raised in Upper 
Burma, and it looks as if he had comparatively little to do with 
I.ower Burma, for places there are scarcely mentioned in the 
recurrent bestowal of fiefs, and the honour lists include few 
' 1 ‘alaings. 'I'he kings kef)t control of the Irrawaddy highway, 
of Pegu town, and of Syriam wdiich produced valuable customs 
revenue, but inland, away from the river banks, Lower Ihirma 
was proi)ably left to its own devices. It gave little lioublo 
because the Talaings took gc-nerations to recover from the 
depopulation of the sixteenth century wars. When they did 
recover, and repeopUd the wiUlerness, trouble began. 

It started at Pegu, which the Talaings regarded as divinely 
ap|)ointed to be a royal .scat. Burmese ta.xation there was 
inicpiitous ; the very looms were taxed, and women were taxed 
for suckling their children." Yet the Burmese gc^vernor 
imagined he could become independent among the peojde 
he opj>ressed. Hearing that Ava w'as beset by the Manipuris, 
he proclaimed himself king of Pegu in 1740, executed all who 
refused to drink the water of allegiance, and marched on Syriam. 
On the march his officers murmured against him, so he arrtsted 

’ See note Owe ” p. 354. 

‘Oial tradition, it was an impossible assess tnerit, but the adrninisliation 
was reckless in its arithmetic and .also liked to .isSf;s;.iiiiMits hifjh in fu<lrr t a 

allow a wide margin lor squee-'in;.';. p;'* ■ 
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their families, the usual proceedings for preventing desertion, 
as men hesitate to desert when they know their families will 
be burned or buried alive. But oi\ this occasion instead of 
stopping desertion it led to the officers killing him. The king s 
uncle came from Ava, exterminated the dead man’s family 
and followers according to precedent, and set up a new 
governor. But as the new governor executed the wrong 
people wholesale for alleged complicity in the late rebellion, 
the people killed him, and there was a general Talaing rising. 
They massacred the Burmese of every age, sex and condition 
in such places as Martaban and Syriarn. 

Meanwhile some Gw^e Karens * outside Pegu tow^n, hearing 
that a minlaiing pretender was about to appear, fjroceeded to 
identify him in the person of one of their own monks, who, 
being a son of the former rebel lord of Pagan (p. 207) was of 
the iA.va house, but had been brought up among the Gwe 
Karens. The 'I'alaing leaders agreed, aiul he was laisctl to 
the throne of Pegu as Smim Htaw Buddhaketi 1740-7. The 
chief of Chiengmai presented him with a daughter, and heaven 
itself seemed to sanction his elevation, as he had an elephant 
which, if not white, was at least spotted. His strotigest 
supporter was Binuya Dala who, as Master of the Elephant 
Stables at Pegu, had helped him to the throne and presented 
him with a daughter. They soon held Prorne and Toungoo 
t(jwns and all the country to the south, but received little help 
from Martaban and Tavoy. In 1742 they started raiding 
annually up the Irrawaddy river as bir as Ava. They had the 
advantage of possessing some fire-arms with a few renegade 
Dutch and half-caste Portuguese adventurers.” 

The Burmese usually offered resistance but seldom v^entured 
to carry the war into the Delta because they were liable to be 
recalled against the Manipuris ; they did indeetl reoccupy 
Syriarn in 1743, but the Talaings found them all drunk and 
drove them out with heavy loss,-* In 1745, when occu[)ying 
llsinbyugyun, Minbu district, the Talaings found themselves 
starving because their supplies failed to come up the river and 
their ravages had laid waste the surrounding country. P'ear- 
ing to be harried during their retreat, they wTOte to the Burmese, 

‘ Set* note ■* (iwe " p. 354. “ ^yme% 0. 

- Hmawian 111. 3SO. Set “ Drink ” p. jr.i. 
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who lay at Pagaii-Nyaungu, Your king is related to ours. 
This warfare is unnatural and bringeth the world to ruin. Let 
our king and yours speak together as bccometh kinsmen, and 
the land will have peace.'* The prince commanding the 
Burme.se returned answer You speak of your pretender at 
Pegu as kinsman of our king ; but a monkey on a tree, though 
he rlress in man's clothes, is not a man." The Talaings then 
made good their retreat to Pegu.* 

When .sacking Syriam in 1740, the Talaings had respected 
the property of the Last India Company’s branch (p. 206), and 
Smim litaw Buddhaketi even wrote to the manager pointing 
out the cruel provocation which had compelled his people to 
revolt against the Burmese ; he gave the Knglish every privilege, 
but now ill I743» when he again exjjelled the Burme.se, he 
su.spccted the English of .sympathising with them and burnt 
the factory to the ground.^ After that, the mainlaiifl was not 
good enough, and feeling in.secure, the Company withdrew to 
Negrais islarul at the mouth of the Bassein river. Tliey did 
indeed keep shifiwrights and a branch at Syriam, but their 
headcpiarters were in a fortified post constructed in T753 at 
Negrais, with moat, glacis and cannon, for in the condition of 
the country men could not sleep <juictly at nights save behind 
fortified walls. The Burmese could not understand that a .sea- 
faring race prefers a base in the sea, and the court saw in the 
choice of ground clear proof that ihe English were hatching 
.some plot ill a remote fastne.ss (p. 240). 

On returning from Europe in 1743 Oallizia, the Catholic 
bishop, found it impossible to reach Ava in the prevailing 
anarchy, anrl instead took his clergy to Pegu where the 
Talaing king received them well. In 1744 the Ostend Com- 
pany was expelled from Rankibazar. As the J^nglish had just 
left Syriam, there was a vacancy there, and if the king of Pegu 
refu.sed facilities it was always possible to bring in the Burmese 
and claim a .settlement in reward for re-instating them. So 
the Ostend Company fled in six ships 10 Syriam where the 
governor in justifiable alarm sent bishop Gallizia aboard to 
ascertain their intentions. The bishop prevailed upon the 
commander, Chevalier de .Sconenville, with .several of his 
officers, to accompany him to Pegu. There the commander 

^ Ilmannan III. 386^8. Dairy m pie I. lOl-O. 
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could get no orders on his application, the court saying that 
the king was in the country and nothing could be done till his 
return. Meanwhile the bishop found that the Talaings were 
arranging to massacre the party ; he warned them and they all 
tried to escape in boats to Syriam. But the banks swarmed 
with Talaings who killed them, including the bishop and two 
of his priests. Only four men escaped t reach the ships, 
which made off.^ 

In the Talaing rising of 1740, the Burmese governors at 
Martaban and Tavoy tried to raise thei> districts and march on 
Pegu ; but instead their districts rosi against them and slew 
every Burman within reach. Unable to return to Ava, the 
two governors, with a combined retinue of 300 souls, fled to 
Ayuthia where the king of Siam entei tained them hospitably. 
Hearing this, the king of Ava sent grateful acknowledgments 
in 1744 by envoys bearing presents — gilded lacquer goblets, 
bowls and dishe.s, raiment with rich borders, earth-oil, imported 
piece-goods, a canoe, and robes for a queen. At Ayuthia the 
envoys would not prostrate themselves before the thenapati 
(commander-in-chieQ or the senior ministers, saying that as 
bearers of royal letters they could not do so until they had 
first prostrated themselves before the king ; and the king of 
Ayuthia upheld them on the point. In return he sent envoys 
to Ava with gilded lacquer goblets, dishes and betel-boxes, 
velvets and silks of dragon pattern, a royal barge, and a letter 
on gold leaf; the letter was enclosed in caskets of ivory and 
crystal studded with rubies, wrapped in velvet and tied with 
gold cord, and it was borne on the back of an elephant. The 
Siamese envoys came in the cold weather 1745-6 and owing 
to war conditions they kept to devious routes through the teak 
forests all the way ; on reaching Upper Burma they found the 
Talaings again in possession at least as far as Hsinbyugyun in 
Minbu district and fearing for themselves, they spread rumours 
that they were the advance guard of a Siamese army coming to 
help Ava. The Talaings therefore retreated to the Delta and 
the envoys entered Ava. After being kept waiting a necessary 
time, they were granted audience." 

* Bigandet 15. 

Hmannan III. 389, Samuel Smith 96-8. The majesty of a Burmese king 
wa.s demeaned by promptitude. The rule at court was to avoid noticing foreign 
envoys until they had been kept waiting long enough to feel insignificant, see 
p. 290. 
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Smim Htaw Buddhaketi was a gentle soul and the people 
loved him. In spite of his precarious position he spent most 
of his time hunting elephants in the forest ; after all it was 
necessary to procure a proper white elephant in order to prove 
himself a proper king. He was such a long time away that 
his ministers ventured to suggest he should return and see to 
state affairs. Instead of complying, he had his harem sent to 
his elephant camp at Sittaung in 'I'haton district. Moreover, 
he was an astrologer, and now perceived that his horoscope 
was bad. Therefore, lest his people should be dragged down 
with him, he avoided the throna His lords were compelled 
to return as the Pegu court threatened to deal with their 
families according to precedent, but he himself with ten 
elephants and 300 followers went to Chiengniai. Binding no 
refuge there, he went to Ayuthia where the king confined him 
and sent him to China on a junk. But the junk laiuU:fl him 
on the west coast, and he went to Yiinnan. As Yiinnan did 
not want him, he wandered through the Shan states, nowhere 
finding a welcome till finally he came to Chiengmai again and 
wa.^s allowed to stay. 

Meanwhile the court at Pegu set up as king first a monk, 
Neko, and then, after a few days, Binnya Dala 1747-57. Ht: 
was crowned with great solemnity, and addressing the as- 
sembled court said that Buddha had prophesied greatness for 
Pegu, Bayinnaung had made her mighty, and now he would 
restore her greatness. He appointed his younger brother 
yuvaraja (crown prince) and made Talaban thenapati (com- 
mander-in-chief). ^ 

In Upper Burma, the constant raids by the Owes and 
Talaingsof Madaya-Okpoand by the Pegu levies resulted in the 
ruin of agriculture. P'ecling unsafe, men deserted their fields, 
and Talaings or dacoits burned whatever little crop was left. 

These years are an object lesson in incompetence. The 
troops did little but run away. Before long the same men 
were to carry all before them because they had found leaders; 
those leaders were there now, waiting to be used, but an effete 
despotism had not the means of selecting them. 

In 1750 the king sent an elephant, a golden model of a 
pagoda, and other homage presents to Yunnan asking for help ; 

^ Siiyadaw Athwa 111. i<)i. 
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the Yunnan viceroy sent an officer with an armed escort to 
report on the situation at Ava but he sent no help. Some- 
times the Talaings would reach Shwekyetyct north of Ava. 
Finally at the end of 1751 they occupied Kyaukse, the one 
place which could have replenished the city's empty granaries. 

'I’he king sat in his palace and left everything to his uncle, 
Toungooyaza, appointing him joint king. Toungooyaza led 
the field levies against a Tabling force under the yuvaraja 
(crown prince) which came up the Irrawaddy river, but the 
Talaings drove him in and invested Ava. I'he defenders 
grew so weak with hunger that they could hardly lift their 
weapons. The I'alaings were on the point of returning home 
when they learnt this from deserters, and in April 1752 they 
forced their way in, sacked the city, and burnt it to the ground. 
Crowds of captives, including the royal family, were deported to 
Fegu. Some of the royal princes escaped during the sack and 
fled to the Shan country ; none of them stayed and tried to 
raise the waiting north. The solitary exception is Toungoo- 
yaza ; it was he who raided Syria ni in r 743 and had com- 
manded against the Manipuris for decades ; while being taken 
down the river to Pegu he escaped in disguise as a fisherman, 
went to Mogaung and there, trying to collect men, he died 
within the year, not an able man, but at least a faithful 
servant. 

The Talaings sent out detachments to administer the 
water of allegiance to all villages. A few weeks Iatt;r the 
yuvaraja left Talaban with one-third of the forces to garrison 
Ava, and withdrew with the rest to J*egu as there was some 
fear that Martaban and Tavoy might bring in the Siamese. 
But no potential danger from Siam could equal the actual 
danger from northern Burma. The evacuation, before the 
Talaings had penetrated the country north of the city, was a 
capital error. The Ava dynasty was played out, but there 
was nothing to show that the Burmese people were played out. 

yuvaraja had ample warning, even if he did not possess 
the soldier's instinct : a detachment sent to administer the 
water of allegiance to a village called Moksobomyo was cut to 
pieces. He was angry, and when handing over to Talaban he 
y'lid “ You will have to make an example of that place, 
Moksobomyo, or whatever they call it." 
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ALAUNGPAYA DYNASTY 1752-18-4 

ALAUNGFAYA 1752-60 was born in 1714 at ShwcboJ 
It was then a village of 300 houses,- known as Moksobomyo 
“ town of the hunter chief/’ and many ()f his followers were 
hunters. But he himself belonged to a better class, the landed 
gentry as it were. For generations his ancestors had been 
myothugyis and rulers. In after times he even claimed descent 
from Nawrahta, Myaiikpet Myinhmu or Commandant of the 
Northern Cavalry Area, and brother to the A va chief Mohnyin- 
thado 1427-40. The genealogy is unproved, but the old-estab- 
lished villages of Upper Burma are not like the newly cleared 
Delta areas wliere society is po.sitively colonial and men do 
not know their own pedigree. 

The omens which fired his ambition are typical of certain 
limitations beyond which he never developed. But everyone 
else had those limitations. What they did not have was his 
tiger heart. When the Talaings came raiding uj) to Ava, when 
the cruel Manipur is cantered past his home, he thought of the 
kings of old whose blood flowed in his veins. What was the 
king of Ava now ? A dummy on a golden throne, bc^wed be- 
neath the weight of lofty titles 

“Calling a crowned man royal who was no more than a king.*’ 

He knew all about that king, the sort who would let himself 
be led away into captivity like a tame lamb. He heard from 
his uncle the lord mmgyi the sort of thing that happened at 
court. Ava was bound to fall sooner or later ; well, the 
Talaings might take Ava, but they should not take him. He 
felled toddy trees by the hundred and made them into a 
stockade round his village, dug a moat, cleared the jungle 

’ yBRS i()i5 Enriquez “ Capitals of the Alaungpaya Dynasty.” 

" Dalrymplc I. 163. 

■■ Konbaxiugsct ^5, Alaux),g|»aya Aycda-fboii (1. 
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outside to form a tjlacis, and rode out destroying ponds and 
filling in wells. There was no diflficulty, for he was aged thirty- 
six, the hereditary lord for miles around, and there were scores 
of good men only waiting for a lead. Forty-six villages joined 
him, and among them they raised a few muskets. 

When Ava fell he was ready. The Talaings sent a small 
detachment to exact the oath of allegiance. His father made 
ready to pay homage and to give up half his property, saying 
“We can do nothing. Fate is against us. Ava has fallen. 
The Talai ng army is too strong. We .shall sim[)ly be over- 
whelmed. We may as well give in.” “ No,” said Alaungpaya, 
“When fighting for your country it matters little whether you 
are few or many. What does matter is that your comrades 
have true hearts and strong arms.” He went out and met 
tho.se Talaings in the scrub jungle south of Halin in Shwebo 
district. They got no homage. Only such as were lucky got 
away witli their lives. 

Tlicy came back in a large detachment with orders to spare 
not even infants in the cradle. Alaungpaya built a state hut 
and sent ten horsemen to conduct them respectfully to it. Bui 
they were conducted along a hollow road and in the hushes 
on each side lay his musket men. The Talaings never reached 
that hut. A l)are half dozen reachcil Ava alive to tell the tale. 

Again they came back, several thoiisaiul stioiig this time, 
to wipe out Shwebo once and for all ; but as they came 
withcnit cannon the assault failed and tlicy had to undertake 
a siege. One night Alaungpaya burst out at the - head of 
a general sortie. It was not a defeat but a rout. Word [)asscd 
along the Burmese pursuers that men had seen Myinbyushin 
Nat, the spirit Rider of the White Horse, fighting on their side. 
The Talaings jumpeil into boats and, without stopping to re- 
port at Ava, fled straight home down the river. All their 
camp and equipment fell into Alaiingi)aya’.s hands. His men 
got clothes, horses, and things which they said were of gold 
and silver; above all they got scores of muskets, worth their 
weight in gold in these critical days. 

I'lie news spread. There was no neetl to offer bounties or 
to press men. They were fighting for the existence of their 
race ; also there would be loot, and they looked forward to the 
ciothcs and horses and girls they would take from those dogs 
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of Talaings. Officers and men from the disbanded palace 
Guard joined him with such arms as they retained. Under 
the recent kings of Ava the territorial cadres (p. 24) had 
existed only on paper. But now, from half the villages of 
Upper Burma lads of spirit came trooning in to take service 
under the new leader. A dozen legends gathered round his 
name. Men felt that when he led them they could not fail. 

The deficiency (^f the races of Indo-China in power of com- 
bination on a large i^ale is natural to people whose inherited 
instincts vvere formed in a country of great distances and bad 
communications. But when roused to enthusiasm they have 
shown considerable capacity for combined action. Among the 
Burmese the years 1752-7 area model instance. Alaungfiaya 
was not the only prominent man in Upper Burma. Indepen- 
dent attempts to form centres of resistance had been made at 
Mogaung in Myitkyina district and Salin in Minbu district. 
.Some of the leaders were men of better Ijirth, who had not to 
go back nine generations to claim royal blood. TJiere were 
masterful men with considerable followings, who could have 
ruined the common cause by insisting on their rights. Not 
one of them did so, and the hereditary nobles ended by 
placing the territorial cadres .at the disposal of Alaung}.»aya. ‘ 

A few of the Upper Burma lords with their Burinan, Shan 
and Kadu retainers, were fighting on the Talaing side. 
Alaung[.)aya issued orders that they were to be given (juarter ; 
but he burned their villages, and deported their families .and 
herds to Shwebo. The rest took warning and wherever he 
went men n«»w drank the water f)f allegiance. 

It is difficult to conceive what the d'alaing government 
thought they were doing ; they had allowed a formidable 
situation t(^ develop, which now needed every man they had ; 
yet they sent not a single reinforcement. rhey merely sent 
the Toungoo Ngwegunhmu to replace Talaban, who enijjloyed 
Burmese servants, oinitied U) make incm bob their h.air in the 
T.'ilaing fashion, and failed to crush Alaungj»aya. 1 he ralaiiigs 
had northern outposts, operating as far as Wuntho and Rawlin, 
and the (iwes of Madaya-Okpo joined them. Alaungp;iya 
nrceivecl man)' a check but his men lougiit with the greatchl 


yBRS loiy I'lirniv.ill “An IiK-'uknl in liistorv.” 
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spirit, rushing up to stockades and tearing them down with 
dahs and axes. He massacred the Gwes, capturing large 
numbers of their men and women and driving the rest to 
take refuge in Hsipaw or with the Talaings.' 

By October 1752 the Talaings had withdrawn most of 
their outposts, and in December 1753 he was able to camp 
under the walls of Ava. The Talaings tried to dislodge him 
but suffered heavily before his stockade. Deserted by their 
government, and knowing that as soon as a siege started the 
Burmese and Shan citizens would rise against them, they 
evacuated the town silently in the night and retreated to the 
Delta. Not till next day did the Burmese discover their good 
fortune. It was .such a victory that they did not trouble to 
pursue. It was enough for them that by January 1754 the 
whole of Upper Burma was clear of Talaings. 

Alaungpaya had been hailed as king from the first and had 
already built a palace at Shwebo. Ava was a blackened ruin, 
but he made a formal entry and spent several weeks there in 
festivitie.s, holding a solemn investiture and worshipping in .state 
at the Shwekyctyet, Yanaungmyin and Shwetaunguchantha 
pagodas ; he worshipped thus wherever he went, strictly en - 
forcing prohibition of intoxicants and cattle slaughter. To 
secure his rear and subject new areas from which to draw levies, 
he proceeded in strength up the Irrawaddy, spreading the terror 
of his name among the wild tribes, and receiving homage or 
promises of homage from the nearer sazvlnvas. He worshiptJcci 
at the 'rhihadaw j^agoda on the beautiful island in Shwebo dis- 
trict, and the Zina-Aunggya-Shwebontha pagoda at Tagaung 
marks the spot where the Momeik smolnva knelt before him. 
He met the devoted remnant of Toiingoov-aza's little hand 
(p. 2 t 6) and saw that they shoiild not suffer want. 

In March 1754 the 'I’alaings did what they should have 
done two years before, and sent their whole army. It would 
have been 175 1-2 over again; but this time they had to 
face Alaurigpa)'a instead of an effete dynasty. They drove 
his .sons out of Talokrnyo in Myingyan district ; the younger 
son was so overcome with shame that he washed his head in 
purification (pp. 45, 187). The Talaings besieged Ava; their 
as.saults failed but they carried fire and sword through the 


Dnliryniple 1 . 165 , Konbaiiui^sit 
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villages up to Kyaukmyaung in Shwebo district. Finally, 
Alaungpaya marched down from Shwebo, his son made a sortie 
from Ava, and the Talaings, finding the rains near and their 
losses heavy, beat a general retreat in such ha.ste that at 
Hsinbyugyiin in Minbu district they left behind the golden 
hti they had brought to place on the Shwezigon pagoda at 
Pagan. 

Meanwhile the Burmans of the Delta and those whom the 
Talaings had captured and .scattered among the villages, were 
watching Alaungpaya s fortunes. Parties of them hung together 
in siisj^ense and disobeyed the Tabling king’s order to disperse. 
Alaungpaya wrote to their leaders promising them the governor- 
ship of any districts they could instigate to revolt.^ In Pegu 
some thousand Talaings and Burmans plotted to restore the 
captive Ava king; the parabaik lists of their names were 
betrayed, wholesale executions followed, and the Ava king 
was drowned with three of his sons. 

At this news Alaungpaya swore high vengeance, and the 
Della Burmans broke loose, slit the throats of their Tabling 
thugyis^ and assembled on the Shwehsandaw pagoda at Prome. 
Shouting ‘'Shwebotha! Shwebotha!” they rushed into the 
town. Hearing the Shwebo w’ar-cry the Tabling garri.son 
thought an Upper Burma army was u[)on them and fled in 
panic. Alaungpaya bade the victors hold out, and when the 
Tabling army, retreating from Ava in April 1754, besieged them 
hard, he came down with all his host. The Talaing besiegers, 
.secure in a great earthwork stockade like jackals in their holes, 
flung off Alaungi)aya’.s attack.s. But waverers met death from 
his own sword, and in February 1755 the troop.s, dreading his 
wrath, forced their way in amid heavy slaughter, capturing many 
muskets and cannon but very few pri.soners : they vvei-e in no 
mood for prisoners. Ihe Talaings retreated wholesale. Alaung- 
paya entered Prome, returned solemn thanks at the Shweh.sandaw 
|)agoda, received the Jiomage of central Burma, and held an 
investiture, lionouring especially the lord of Sale in Myingyari 
district and the niyothugyi of Pahkannge in Magwe district who 
had led the Delta rising. 

He occupied Lunh.se (Kudut) in' Henzada district, naming 
it Myanaung, “ Speedy Victory.” Here he built the Shwebontha 

^ DalrympU I. 135. 
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and other pagodas and held high festival for thirty days and 
nights, receiving the homage of Toungoo, Henzada, Myaungniya, 
Bassein and even Sandoway in Arakan. For weeks the jungle 
lords came bringing elephants, horses, and daughters to the 
rising king. 

In May 1/55 wrested Dagon from the Talaiiigs, called 
it Rangoon, “ End of Strife,*’ and worslu’pped in state at the 
Shwedagon pagoda. Finding three small English ships in the 
port he detained their officers ashore, and sent his men aboard 
to seize their caiinoti, small arms and ammunition. They were 
neutral and he ]>orc them no ill-will but he was in great need of 
fire-arms. One of the ships, the snow Arcot^ belonged to the 
Ka.st India Company.^ Her captain, Jackson, took precedence 
of the others, and though helpless prote.stcd against this incred- 
ible breach of international law. He did not reali.se that the 
Burmese were not subject to international law ; they had not 
heard of it, for they had no foreign relations : it is doubtful 
whether they averaged one embassy a year, and that from tribal 
states. Yet Alaungpaya allowed the protest and took nothing, 
because he thought it would pay to conciliate hmropeans, not 
because he was afraid — he believed he could beat the French 
and English just as he beat everyone else. 

Jackson had put in to caulk his leaking ship, and he came 
to Rangoon as the English shipwriglit had moved there, awa>' 
from the fighting at Syriain. His ship wa.s so barl and the local 
labour so incompetent that repairs took live inonth.s, during most 
of which he lay half dying of dysentcr)\ 'I'he Burmese, attacked 
in their stockade at Rangoon, distrusted him for not firing on 
the Talaings, and threatened him ; and the i'alaing crown prince 
at: Syriam C(jntiiuially wrote asking him to fire on the Burmese. 
He was heartily sick of both. He was cut off, without orders, 
and wondered whether he would ever get out of the place 
without the assistance of Bourno, the French agent at Syriam, 
who with three bigger .shi[)s was 0 [)enly siding with the 'l alaings. 
Utterly distrusting the Burmese after Alaungpaya s high-handed 
attempt at seizure, regarding him as i mere usurper who was 

’ Snow, a small brig up to 120 tons, with to 12 cantion, probably nine 
pounders, and jc> to 50 mcii. In eastern waters her complement would be lascars 
save for the captain and perhap.s the commander and chief gunner v.'ho were white. 
Jackr/j.'i's diary is :il Didvmyph I. i77-:.»oo. 
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bound to fail, and receiving kind messages from his enemy 
Bouriio who chivalrously offered him a doctor, Jackson and his 
tw(3 fellow captains co-operated with the Talaings and French 
when their ships bombarded Rangoon. The bombardment 
lasted a week, driving the Burmese from the bank and smash- 
ing up their boats, but had no real result because nothing would 
induce the Falaings to land and face cold steel. Finally Jackson 
took refuge in Syriam and received kind treatment from the 
Talaing crown prince who, however, reproached him because 
the English would not enter into an agreement, refused to give 
the Talaings stores, and removed the guns of their Syriam 
factory to Negrais just when the Talaings wanted to use them. 
While ill in bed, Jackson was struck in the lace by a Talaing 
commander, and finally he got leave to sail away only by sur- 
rendering five of his cannon to the Talaings. In the same wav' 
the Burmese, ("Jn their side, hail compelled a Dutch brigantine 
to fight for them. 

Some months previously, Alaungpaya had sent envoys with 
nresents of horses, a ring, 100 viss (365 lb.) wdK aiul lOo 7 ^/ss 
ivory, to the Bassein timber depot asking the English to enter into 
relations : he wanted cannon. The Talaings reoccupied Bassein 
and demanded the surrender of Burmese envoys bin the English 
factors refused and sent them safely to Negrais where they 
arranged that Brooke, the chief, should send an envoy to 
Alaungpa}^a. Brooke was furious with Jackson's conduct at 
Syriam and recalled the English there. The envoy, Captain 
Baker, with a mirror, a twelve pounder cannon, three nine 
pounders, powder and .shot, as presents, arrived at Shwebo in 
September 1755, and was admitted to the royal presence wiihiii 
a day of arrival : — 

To the palace steps we were conducted by about twenty musketeers 
headed by a drum. ... I entered in llie mid.st of a crowd of ofheers 
in their court dre.ss, the Kind’s two eldest sons bcinj^ seated on 
carpels, one each side the . . . throne where their fatlicr sat in 
state. Having paid my compliments on the knees, bowing tlie 
head three times low down, three separate times, he looked at me 
for some time and at length said “ How does your King do.^’* I 
answered he was well when we had the last account friim Kurope. . . . 
Having paused some time at length says he “ Your ships that were 
at Dagon with Mr. Whitehill,^ I treated with kindness . . . and 

’ Jackson’s colIca;'ue. The firing occurred during Baker’s journey to Shwebo. 
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at my leaving ... to come here to keep our fast, desired him . . . 
to assist my people, or at least not to join the Peguers against them ; 
which though he promised to observe, yet was the first that fired 
on them.” I answered I was heartily grieved at his being guilty of 
so rash and imprudent an action and that I was sure His Majesty 
himself could not be more offended at him than Mr. Brooke would 
be ... it was either the force of the Peguers, or the fraud and 
device of our inveterate enemies tfie French wdiich had compelled 
or seduced him to it. “But” says he “had not Mr. Brooke any 
hand in this, was it not by his counsel.^” I gave him all the 
assurances to the contrary . . . averring that I was sure no other 
human affair could give him so g^reat uneasiness as the new's of 
this would. He then ordered the letter to be read, to which he 
gave a calm attention till coming to these words “ as you will by 
this means obtain an alliance and friendship with so great a power 
as the Honourable Fast Inrlia Company, who can send you such 
assistance as will support Your Majesty’s throne against all future 
rebellions, domestic feuds and foreign enemies.” At which he 
affected a very hearty laugh (and his officers in attendance like true 
courtiers joined in the chorus) said “Have 1 asked? Or do I want 
any assistance to reduce my enemies to suVijection ? Let none 
conceive such an opinion. Ha^e I not extended my conc|iic.st three 
months j(3urney on every (juarter without the help of cannon or 
muskets? Nay, I have with bludgeons only, opposed and defeated 
these Peguers who destroyed the capital of the kingdom . . . and 
a month hence I intend to go with a great force to Dagon, where 
I have an army now lying. ... I will advance to the walls i)\' Pegu, 
blockade and starve them out of it, which is the last town I have now 
to take t<i complete luy conquest, and then I will go in quest of 
Bourno.^’ Then the secretary proceeding . . . “ ihe-.e gentlemen 
may be witnesses to Your Miijesty’s placing your signet to tlie contract 
on your part ” he again affected the same mirth (and was again joined 
l)y his courteous attendance) saying “What madman wrote that? 
Captain, see this sword ! It is now three years since it has been 
coiLstantly exercised in chastising my enemies, it is indeed almost, 
blunt with Ui>e, but it shall be continued . . . till they are ulteily 
dispei.sed. Hoii’l talk of assistance. 1 reciuire none. The Peguers 
1 can wipe away as thus ' drawing the palm of one hand over the 
other “See these arms and this thigh ” drawing the sleeves of his 
vesture over his .shoulder and tucking’ th.e lower parf. up his crutch . . . 
“Amongst i,ooo you won’t sec my match. 1 myself can crush loo 
such as the Kijig of Pegu. . . . With w^hat tutention do you come 
to Ncgiais ?” and without staying for the answer w'ent on again with 
oncomiiuiis on himself . . . and ran on with a narrative of all his 
riction.s uisornuch that 1 had not the opportunity to say anything-. . . . 
The 26th at night wjis told . . . that Hi.s Majesty’s indisposition had 
so much increased that he could not grant an audience and therefore 
desired me to come again in the morning. ... 1 w'enl accordingly 
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about ten o’clock in the morning on the 27th to the Inner Yomlaw . . . 
whence a messenger informed His Majesty . . . wlio returned . . . 
an answer in writing “ Do not take it amiss, Captain, that I cannot 
grant you an interview. My indisposition will not admit of it. I 
have therefore sent, by my first minister, the Company’s letter, and 
ordered him to give you a horse. Return again with despatch and 
meet me at Dagon or in the way thither, then the Company shall not 
want what they would have. I have elephant’s teeth, wax, etc., 
ready for them.” This being read . . . the Minister delivered me 
the King’s letter and ordered the horse to be sent to my house. . . . 
His indi.sposition was excessive grief. ... At this time his favourite 
lay at the point of death and expired about two hours after ; she was 
daughter to a petty prince . . . whom the King had subdued and 
taken this princess captive. (Baker’s report, Dairy mple I. 149.) 

rhus interrupted by domestic ^rief, Alaungpaya sent Baker 
away without the treaty, which rlid not go through till July 
1757. It ceded absolutely and in perpetuity all Negrais and 
a site at Bas.sein with permission to fortify, and granted all 
trade duty free. In return, the English were to .send military 
assistance when paid for, to refrain from assisting the lord of 
Tavoy (who was making overtures to them) .should he fail to 
submit to Alaungpaya, and to .send annual tribute of one twelve 
pounder cannon and 200 viss [lowder. The treaty was fetched 
by Ensign Le.stcr at ]\iyanaung in Henzada district whither 
he had for days accompanied the royal barge. ^ Alaungpaya 
presented I^^ster with eighteen oranges, two dozen heads of 
maize, and five cucumbers, and pointed out that he was a very 
great king, .so great, indeed, that a nine pound ball fired out 
of a cannon could not injure him, for he was invulnerable. He 
wa.s immeasurably amused at finding l^ester could not shihko or 
kneel for long without getting cramp, and graciously permitted 
him to sit ; pointing to Lc.stcr*s shoulder knot he asked “ What 
do you wear that for ? How much pay do you get a month ? 
I.et me feel you,^' and felt his hand and wrist, .saying the 
English were like women because they were soft and white 
and did not tattoo. But Lester was meanly treated by every- 
one cl.se ; he was made to give up the boat he had come in, 

' Dairy mple I, '.20o--2f) gives L« sIlt’s diary and the text of the treaty. Before 
the siege of Pegu, when lie needed guns badly, .Maungpaya thought of ceding 
Negrais, 1 ‘assein, and a site at Kangoon for jo cannon and 1,000 muskets down, 
instead of annual tribute, see Dalrymple 1 . 154. 

^5 * 
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and was given instead a leaking boat for the return journey ; 
he wrote “Of all mankind which I have seen, the Burman 
promises the most and performs the least ” ; and he could 
not get Alaungpaya*s seal affixed to the treaty until, with a 
shocked protest, he paid one of the princes Rs. 2,000 and 
another Rs. i ,000, vastly greater sums than now, for rice then 
sold at twenty baskets a rupee.* 

The reason why the English envoy in September i 75 S 
had found Alaungpaya at Shwebo was that he .sometimes had 
to return there to settle affairs in the north country. Thus 
in 1755 found the Gwe people stirring up trouble with 
the Shans, and he had also sent an expedition to instil respect 
into the Manipuris who significantly call this, the first of his 
dynasty's inroads, “ The First Devastation ” ; the Manipuris 
found the Burmese on this occasion using fire-arms for the 
first time, their weapons, like those of the Manipuris, having 
previously been only swords, spears, bows and arrows." He 
sent his musketeer captain Minhlaminhkaungkyaw with an 
imposing escort to visit the Shan states and thus secured 
the homage of most of them and also recognition from the 
Yunnan viceroy. 

Alaungpaya himself returned with a large force, containing 
Shan and Chin levies, to Syriam which his men had started to 
be.siege soon after the capture of Rangoon. Rangoon was 
of no importance in comparison with Syriam, the port of 
Burma. There was much fighting in the Delta not only by 
land but also between the great war-canoes, driven by sixty 
oars, which, after using their swivel guns, would ram with 
terrific effect.^ Finally the Burmese, burning the villages 


* See note “ Price of Rice ” p. 354. 

2 See note “ Fire-arms ” p. 340. 

" The men faced aft and rowed on tholepins. The chief sat in the bows, as 
the stern was derogatory to rank. 

Every town on the river ... is obliged to furnish a gilt, or common war- 
boat, and to man and keep it in constant readiness. . . . His Majesty can muster 
from two to three hundred ; they carry from forty to fifty men each, and are, I 
think, the most respectable part of his force. As they live chiefly by rapine, and 
are in a state of constant hostility with Uie rest of the people, they arc audacious 
and prompt to execute any orders, however cruel ’* (Cox, year lygy, ilww/Z/fyass 19). 

“ The famous war-boats are never seen out of the Irrawaddy or Rangoon river, 
or employed except on special missions or expeditions ordered by the king, or 
in carrying a royal order to cut olT a head or create a governor ” (Paper of 




A Burmese War Canoe. 

Contemporary print, fiubl. Thos. Clay, JLudgaie Hill, on tke walls of the Pegu Club, from the original sketch- 
by Captain Marryat, R.N,, the sea novelist, who was senior naval officer at Rangoon in 182^. 
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and killing or deporting the population, closed around 
Syriam. They invested it tightly, swept away the great 
Talaing stockade at Dawbon, and cut off communication with 
Pegu. The garrison commander was the Talaing king’s 
brother Binnyadala. 

To irregular troops, unprovided with siege artillery, Syriam 
was a fearful place. They had nothing but their bare bodies to 
oppose to the beams and boiling pitch w'hich were hurled 
down from the wall ; even if they succeeded in planting a ladder, 
the first man to put his hand on the rampart had it chopped off 
and the ladder was overthrown. To make things worse, there 
were Frenchmen inside Syriam. The English had long left, and 
such as were at Rangoon now had orders from Negrais head- 
(piarters to assist none but the Burmese, hut the French sided with 
the 'I'alaings, and two French ships of respectable .size lay in 
the river. The Talaing snow and 200 war-canoes could only 
have held their own against Alaungpaya’s flotilla but the 
French ships’ gunfire smashed it to pieces. Though Alaungpaya 
harried the French with fire-rafts, he could make no progress 
on the water side. On the land side, his assaults failed with 
crxiel losses among his best officers and men ; even later he 
never had any cannon over 24 pounds calibre, and he could 
make no impression on a rampart backed by earthwork. 

When the siege had lasted a year, starvation b^an to do 
its work, and the garrison were reduced to eating roots. 
Bourno the French agent had a tentative interview with 
Alaungpaya, and would have deserted to the Bui mese had not 
the Talaings put him under restraint. Finding the defenders 
faint with hunger and the omens favourable fijr a certain day, 
Alaungpaya called for volunteers and selected ninetj^-three. 
Among them were the noblest in the land, Guards officers and 
princes of the blood, and they were known as the Golden 
Company of Syriam, They fed in the king’s presence for 


Intelligence from Co.\*s Hnzaar, 20 October TS23, in liSPC). This reassured 
English naval oflicers, who had asked for information. 

In the Franklin Room at the Royal Naval Museum, Greenwich, are two 
model war-canoes from Rangoon, deposited in mid-Victorian times ; neither has a 
gun- mounting ; one has a dragon head and tail, the other is plain, with eyes painted 
on each side of the bow, and thirty 'oars a side ; the ticket says “ Burmese war- 
boats are all on the same plan, 120 feet in length, from 6 to 7 feet in breadth, and 
from 3 to 4 feet in depth.” 
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several days, and were given leather helmets and lacquer armour. 
On the appointed night, in July 1756, the Burmese held a 
festival with drums and music in their camp at Bogyok. The 
sound floating over to the Talaing city on the hill induced the 
watchers to relax their vigilance. The Golden Company found 
their way over the walls, cut down the guards, and opened the 
gate to their comrades outside ; it was th j Wetthattaga, the 
gate where Nga Than Hlyin in olden lays had killed the 
legendary boar.^ They poured in, snouting their war-cry 
“ Shwebotha/’ slaying right anrl left, ind the town was theirs. 
The Talaing prince Binnyadala rode >rf with his bare life. 

To Alaungpaya*s .simple men fr. n Upper Burma, Syriam 
was a veritable Eldorado, and they glutted themselves with 
mirrors, candlesticks, lamps, chairs, clocks, and suchlike 
wonders. Alaungpaya made a hea^) of silver and let the 
survivors of the Golden Company take away as much as they 
could carry. Mahomedans and Eurasians were forced to serve 
in the army ; any Europeans he got were generally used as 
officers. He released the few English he found, and .spared 
such Burmans and Shans as had not been killed out of hand, 
saying they had opposed him only under Talaing compulsion. 
He occupied the Catholic mission church and buildings, 
destroying the town which henceforth is of no importance. 
Angelo, a Catholic brother, had been killed during the siege 
while he was tending the wounded. Nerini, the Italian bishop 
elect, was not a political intriguer, but he doubtless stood in 
with his French co-religionists, and in any case he had to stay 
by his native flock in Syriam ; Alaungpaya sent for his head. 
But the soldiers heard of the bishop’s virtues, and spared him, 
killing a half-caste Portuguese priest and trying to palm off his 
head instead. Alaungpaya was not deceived, and sent them 
back with positive orders, and this time it was really the 
white bishop’s head that they brouglit. 

Bourno had written to Pondicherry asking for assistance. 
The French in India, though sore beset, could not afford to 
lose Syriam, their shipbuilding depot, and they sent three more 
ships with cannon and munitions. Oiie, Diligent^ met bad 

* y/i/?.S 1915 Furnivall “ The History of S3rriam (with translation and notes) ” ; 
1914 his “ Notes on the History of Hanthawaddy ” reproduced in his “ Syriam 
Gazetteer.” 
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weather and came so late that the news of tlie fall of Syriani 
had spread and she returned without entering the port. The 
others, hleury and Galathee, arrived two days after the sack. 
Alaungpaya made Bourno write asking them to come up the 
river. The Burman pilot stranded them, and fire-rafts sealed 
their fate. Bourno and the ships’ officers, numbering twelve 
and including gentlemen of quality, were at once beheaded.* 

The PVench were under no obligations to Alaungpaya and 
as the Talaing state which they were helping was actually in 
existence, they were entitled to treatment as prisoners of war. 
But it was customary among the races c^f Indo-China to give no 
quarter save to those they carried off into slavery, and behead- 
ing was a not unusual fate for officer prisoners. In this case 
Alaungpaya enforced the rule, hoping to strike terror and to 
warn the French not to oppose him again. He did not realise 
that it was the one way to provoke a terrible vengeance, and 
the only reason vengeance never came was that the P'rench 
were .shortly afterwards defeated in Europe in a country of 
which neither he nor his successors knew so much as the name, 
and under the terms of the peace they had to evacuate India. 

in Fleury and Galathee he found thirty-five ship’s guns (24 
pounders), five field guns, 1,300 muskets, and a large store of 
ammunition and accoutrements. These were a godsend to him, 
and it was largely on their account that he gave the crews, over 
200 men, their lives : white gunners were too valuable to execute. 
They were decently treated and given wives ; some of them 
became Captains of the Guard the rest v^ere a corj^s d’elite 
who played no small part in major actions, arul when too old to 
follow the armies they were allowed to retire in the Shwebo 
villages (pp. 345, 349). There, with a wdiite priest, they ended 
their days, far from the Breton cliffs and the v omen who waited 
in vain for their return. 

Thus, until the gunners lost their man-of-war smartness, the 

' Sonnerat (17S2) 11 . 40, (180C) III, 37, Symes 18-32. 

I'or instance, the Chevalier Milard, see Sonnerat (1782) II. 43, Bigandel 21. 
He was Captain of the (juard and Master of the Ordnance. His Latin and 
Burmese tombstone at Ngayabya-Ava records that he died in 177S aged 42 having 
served His Burman Majesty against Pegu, Ayuthia, Manipur, etc., being Captain 
of the Feringhis, styled Thiriyazathukyawhtin. lord myom (baron) of Tabe in 
Sagaing district. Considering their hard life, it is not likely that many of the 
crews lived to be old. 
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court had some good artillery. The enemy could tell at once 
when a gun was laid by one of these Frenchmen. Alaungpaya 
had indeed already in his possession a number of cannon, mostly 
taken from the Talaings, but some of them were two hundred 
years old,^ and the best of them was the gun used at Prome in 
1754. This was a three pounder and it was the pride of the 
day, because when fired it went off, and when it went off it was 
the enemy whom it hit, and the enemy whom it hit died ; 
because of these things, it was coated with goldleaf, and men 
made offerings of spirits to it, reverently perfuming it with 
scents and wrapping it in fine raiment.^ Alaungpaya was 
Head of the Church, but when he came to possess PVench 
gunners, he was not responsible for their souls, as they were 
unbelievers and it was their own concern if they chose to drink 
damnation. Besides, theologically speaking, he did not 
countenance their use of intoxicants : he merely permitted the 
offering of spirits to the Gun Spirit, according to precedent, 
and the slaves of the Gun Spirit happened to consume the 
offering. 

Alaungpaya enlarged Rangoon, appointing a senior 
governor, and henceforth it replaced Syriam as the port of 
Ihirma. In the open season 1756-7 he advanced on Pegu by 
land and water, while a .second army, mainly of Shan levies, 
moved towards it from Toungoo. His advance was slow, 
with grim losses, for the Talaings still had cannon and they 
were now fighting literally with their backs to the wall. He 
left pots of poisoned intoxicants^ where the I'alaings would 
find them, and so killed many until they learnt caution. He 
piled more than a thousand I’alaing heads on a raft and sent 
it up with the flood tide; the watchers on the city walls saw 
it float by and read their own doom, while the vultures rose 
and fell. * The defence made desperate .stands in forty stockades 
.south of the city, especially near Mokkainggyi, at Kyaikpadaing 
and Zenyaungbin (Nyaungbin). At Zenyaungbin the Talaings 
captured many of his jingals and turned them again.st him ; it 
was a hornet's nest which he captured only by flinging in the 
Golden Company of Syriam, increa.seG to three hundred ; 

^ Trant 26. - Kunbaungset 110-12. 

Konbaungset igS. See note " Drink ” p. 314. 

* Konbaungsei 212. 
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undeterred by heavy losses, they pressed on shoutint^ 
“ Shwebotha ! ” and fliin|T open the gate to their comrades 
outside. 

Finally the Burmese, devastating the country and deporting 
the population, closed around. The moat turned red in colour ; 
the Talaings watched it with a sinking heart, for this was the 
fatal sign of 1538 when Tabinshwehti had captured the city. 
They made sorties. A monastery at Sidi still shows a bell 
cast by i\laungpaya ; he resided there, at the little fort of 
Zetuwadi, part of which is still in existence though the river 
bank has eroded ; his own camp here was rushed one night by 
Talaban with a body of picked Talaings who were not driven 
out till they had inflicted severe losses. But their efforts were 
vain. The Burmese, aided by their French artillery, and by 
war-boats which flung off the Talaing fire-rafts, completed their 
lines round the devoted cit}^ 

At length the besieged sent out deputations to intercede 
with Alaungpaya ; prominent in these were their Talaing, 
Burmese and Shan monks, and Alaungpaya responded in the 
noblest language, lie pointed fiut that the precedent of 
Razadarit (p. 88) they quoted was no i)rccedent. for when 
Razadarit yielded to religious intercession he was fighting on 
equal terms, whereas he himself was overwhelmingly victorious 
and could listen to no propo.sa Is which did not include complete 
annexation ; but — it is the ambition of every great Buddhist 
king to be a divine incarnation — he added that he was a divine 
incarnation, he hoped to become a Buddha, he would promote 
truth and justice, religion and mercy among all men, and the 
poor had nothing to fear from him. Finally he gave them two 
bunches of orchids, .saying one was for offering, the other for 
adornment. 

'fhe 'falaings breathed more freely. They offered one 
bunch to the Shwemawdaw pagoda, the other they twined in 
the tresses of their king’s daughter, as for the bride of 
Alaungpaya. But she was beloved of Talaban, the heart and 
soul of the defence;^ he was furious and, finding his advice, to 
sally forth and die like men, rejected, he collected his family 
and with some of the best troops broke through the Burmese 
lines and maintained him.self at Sittaung in I'liaton district. 


* Symes 34 . 
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The trembling king sent his daughter to Alaungpaya's camp, 
borne in a gorgeous palanquin, surrounded by a bevy of 
handmaidens and princes. After kneeling some time in 
homage, she was conducted into Alaungpaya*s harem. There 
was universal rejoicing and the Taking crown prince with 
many of the leaders came over with their families and took 
Burmese allegiance. 

Xow was the time for Alaungpaya to fulfil the hopes he 
had raised and to grant terms however hard ; but he did 
nothing. Under cover of fraternisation, parties of Burmese 
troops were introduced into the city. The inevitable fracas 
occurred and the Takings in disgust shut the gates, renewed 
the delence, and put their king under restraint as he wished 
to desert. For them the delay had produced nothing but the 
desertion of their best men and leaders. After a few weeks 
they were reduced to eating reptiles. In May 1757, seeing 
that they were so weak with hunger that an assault was 
practicable, Alaungpaya said he would spare them from dying 
of starvation. He pointed cannon with his own hand. The 
general advance was fixed for moon rise, by which time the 
stormers were to be in possession of the wall. When the 
moon rose, they were still under the wall, and Alaungpaya sent 
word that he was coming to execute the whole detachment; 
thereupon they swarmed over, cut down the guards, fired the 
houses, and opened the gate. The Burmese Fury burst 
headlong in, sparing neither sex nor age nor even the monks. 
One long wail of horror rose to the deaf skies. Men, women, 
and children rushed to the twenty gates, flung them open, and 
tried to escape. Many were crushed to death, some were 
caught by the guns, others in despair flung themselves from 
the battlements, many perished in the flames. The roads and 
gates were choked with dead.^ 

When the sack subsided, Alaungpaya, gleaming aloft on his 
elephant, with his Guards and Frenchmen, made a state entry in 
procession through the Mohnyin Gate in the south wall, during 
a slight drizzle. He returned solemn thanks at the Shwemaw- 
daw pagoda and appointed governors lo the newly conquered 
districts. The captive king, and such of the leaders as had suIj- 
mitted in good time, were reasonably treated. The remnants of 

‘ f^onhauufrset 245 - 6 . 
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the deposed Ava family were sent home, the daughters lieing 
taken into Alaungpaya’s harem. 

Alaungpaya said to the two Talaing envoys “ If as he says your 
kinjf will really mingle his blood with mine, 1 will return with all my 
host to Ava.” They told their king and he sent his daughter the 
lady Megon with an hundred handmaidens and with many attendants 
and with the ministeis Mahagayat and Mahatharnun. And 
Alaungpaya cherished her, yet he withdrew not his army nor kept 
his promise, but again attacked the town. At midnight on Friday 
the fifth waning of the moon of Kahson in the year 1 1 19 he captured 
Pegu. The king llinnyadala, lus son Thado Upayaza, Jiis queens, 
sons, daughters, his chambers of gold and liis chamIxM's of silver, 
Alaungpaya seizeil them all. Saying “ The monks helped the town 
to resist,” he threw more than 3,000 monks to the elejdiant.s, the 
elephants trampled on them, the elephants killed them. Their velvet 
and satin robes, the otficcrs wore ; their cotton robes, men used for 
pillows, rice-bags, and towels to wipe their feet. They wen* strewn 
over the face of the earth, the holy robes ; their alms bowls were 
turned into household pots. The monks who still lived fled east of 
the Sittang river to the towns of Sittaung, Pan, SInvegyin, Martaban, 
Labun, Zimnie, Yodaya and the Shan towns, rhe liurmese soldiers 
seized all the people of the Talaing country, men and w'omcn, and 
sold them some for an hundred pieces, some for fifty, some for 
twenty-five, some for twenty, some for fifteen pieces. VVe were sold 
in the market, we were sold like cattle in the market, and the 
Burmese soldiers made merry with the price. Sons could not find 
their mothers, nor mothers their sons, and there was weeping 
t h roughout the land. ( Savt uUviv A thuni III. 148.) 

He burnt the palace and ra/.cd the city wall. He made a 
desert and called it peace. For the Talain^s it was the f)cacc 
of the j^rave, and this is the end of them in Burma. Such as 
w'cre not enslaved sometimes found a refuse in Siam, where 
they rose to hij;li office and furnished some of the best troo|)s. 
Such as remained in Burma were prone to rebel, and w'henever 
they dared raise a head it was at once chopped off ; they g^rew 
fewer and subsided, and their lands relapsed into jiin^jlc. 
Burmese armies on their way to Siam would lighten the tedium 
of the march by devastating the Pegu country. As time went 
on, the Burme.se of the IDelta entered into kindly human 
relations with the survivors, and some of tite governors relented 
and acted with liberality. But if the racial spirit came to be 
dead until the British victories of 1824 temporarily revived it, 
this was not because of any statesmanship on the part of the 
Burmese government, but simply because there w^ere not 
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sufficient numbers left to keep it alive. Burme.se rulers doubt- 
less had their own difficulties, but it is none the le.ss an 
indelible stain on their administration that the Delta, one of 
the most fertile areas in Asia, should have been found by the 
English to be mainly an uncultivated waste, the haunt of the 
tiger and the elephant.^ 

The Burmese owed their civilisation to the Talaings ; it 
was an older and apparently a gentler civilisation. We know 
too little to say with confidence why they went under. In 
Alaungpaya's time their literature was largely destroyed and 
their language fell into discouragement. Hence we read about 
them through Burmese spectacles. 'l*he Burnie.se chronicles 
accu-se them of perfidy, and perfidy would account for their 
defeat ; but the instances given do not differ in kind or 
frequency from those of the Burmese themselves. Probably 
the ultimate cause of their elimination is that they received no 
reinforcements by immigration, unlike the Burmese who, lying 
to the north, were open to a constant trickle of racial invigora- 
tion. The proximate cause in 1757 was, firstly, the failure of 
the Talaing government to subjugate the north immediately 
after entering Ava and before withdrawing the bulk of the 
army ; .secondly, they were divided in their councils, while the 
Burmese were united under a great leader ; thirdly, they had 
only their own corner of Burma to draw on for men, whereas 
Alaungpaya’s numbers were fed by Shan, Kachin, Chin and 
K*'idu levies. 

Alaungpaya was lavish in his praise and reward.s. To be 
named at one of his investitures was the ambition of men’s lives. 
When the brave musketeer captain Minhlaminhkaungkyaw, 
styled the Mahathenapati, lay dying of his wounds at Syriam, 
Alaungpaya mourned unaffectedly and honoured him with a 
funeral under the white umbrella before the whole army. But 
he was merciless to failure. He judged men largely by the 
number of heads they could show at the end of a day’s fighting.'^ 
Unsuccessful officers were executed ; it was harsh, but every 
good leader knows the treatment his men require. 

He was a guerilla leader of the first quality. His men had 

* Symei 165. and Knglish authors passim, e.g. Crawfitrd^ Laurie t Mrs, Hudson. 

' Alaungpaya Ayedawbon 64, Konbaungset passim, Cf. Laurie ** Pegu 461, 
467, and Crawfurd 11 . 40. 
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not the training or leadership for pitched battles in the open, 
but excelled in stockade fighting, and in ambushes which 
showed their individual initiative and cunning to full advantage. 
They would have made admirable pioneer units, for their 
woodwork and entrenching were excellent.^ Outside the 
Guard not one in twenty had musk ts. Men in the levy 
received rations but no pay, anri hao to bring their own 
equipment — daks^ bludgeons, and spears which sometimes had 
an iron head but were more often pointed bamboos. Many 
came with hammer and nails, for their sjieciality was stockading, 
and their best constructions won the respect of English sapjjers. 
For greater speed and f(^r ease of provisioning on long marches, 
their columns broke up into small parties, each finding its 
way and reassembling before battle. They were given liberty 
to maraud and used it impartially on friend and foe alike ; and 
they would carry off women and children arul sell them for 
profit.^ Each man slung a cooking pot with a fortnight’s rice 
and dried fish at one end of his musket, some powder, a mat 
and a blanket at the other end, and marched without baggage 
train of any kind, living on next to nothing;® many combined 
war with trade, carrying a pack of goods as well as their weapon.s.^ 
After 1 824, finding themselves outclassed, they became demoral- 
ised and devoted their energies to running away. It was (juite 
the most sensible thing to do under the circumstances, but it led 
to their being regarded as a comic opera army. Yet the first 
Englishmen to cross swords with them had a different opinion 
which, though of a later day, assuredly applies to Alaungpaya’s 
own men and is in any case the earliest professional opinion 
on record : — 

“They fought with a bravery and obstinacy 1 never witnessed in 
any troops. . . . They fought desperately, reserving their fire to the 
last moment and seldom missing their object. . . . Little is known 
of the march of Mahabandula^s force across the mountains of A rakan 
to the Irrawaddy ; a distance, by the shortest route, of upwards of 
two huiKired miles, at a season of the year when none but Burrnans 
could have kept the field for a week, much less have attempted to 

’ Trant 125. 

^ TP i8gi Cordier “ Les Fran^ais en Birmanie ” 50; JiSPC 25 Septembi:' 
1812 Canning to Edmonstone ; Yule “ Mis.si(m *’ 250. 

x*sar Frederick, Ralph Fitch {luikiuyl X. i>'5, log) : Satiiierunmu "g. 
*Cox:^g^. 
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pass the insalubrious jungles and pestilential marshes of Arakan, 
with rivers, arms of the sea and mountain torrents opposing their 
progress at every step. . , . The Shans earned with their blood the 
c.haracter of brave men. They fired with the steadiness of veteran 
troops. Two officers and thirty men of the 41st fell in a moment. . . 
The Hurmese, with spear or musket couched, and their heads lowered 
to a butting position, blindly charged upon our bayonets ; they 
neither gave nor expected quarter, but continued fighting with the 
utmost fury long after all hope of success or escape. . . . The gray- 
headed sawbwas of the .Shans, in particular, showed a noble 
example to their men, sword in hand, singly maintaining the unequal 
conquest, they only sought thedecath which too many of them found.” 
(Reports of 22 and 25 February 1824 from Col. Bowen to Brigade 
Major, Dacca, Wilson “ Documents ” 23-4 ; Mahabandula’s march in 
August 1824, Snoiijs^rass 75 ; action near Prome i December 1825, 
Haveloch 269 ; actions near Rangoon 28 May 1824, near Prome 
I December 1825, Snod(rrass 30, 234.) 

About 1750 the Sonta sayadaw, a monk of Hsinbyiigyun, 
Minbii di.strict, compiled the Manu Ring dhavtniatJialVdiV^-hooV^ 
which started the fashion of attributing the decisions of Kaingsa 
Manu (p. 195) to his namesake the ancient sage Manu ; it was 
in Pali verse, and Tc'josara in 1755 translated it into Burmese. 
At Alaungpaya’s in.starice, his minister the soldier Mahasiri- 
uttamajaya compiled the Manu Kye dhammathat ; it is not a 
code but a compilation of e.xisting laws and customs, and of the 
rulings preserved in previous dhammalhats^ with little arrange- 
ment or attempt to explain contratiictory passages; it attained 
an enormous vogue owing to its cncycIop;edic nature and to its 
being written in simple Burmese with little Pali. Alaungpaya 
had several court poets, such as Yanaungbala ; and among the 
great office-bearers Letwethondara, who served at the siege of 
Pegu, had literary talent (p. 249). 

In the cold weather 1758-9 Alaungpaya sent an expedition 
against the Gwes who wf^re raiding the northern Shan states. 
He himself invaded Manipur in support of a pretender there. 
After the murder of Gharib Novvaz 1714-54, the Manipur 
durbar had relapsed into a series of sanguirary plots, and one 
of the claimants took refuge with Alaungpaya, to whom he 
pre:sented some princesses. Alaungpaya now proceeded up 
the Chindwin, devastating the villages of the Kathe (Manipur) 
Shans on fhc west bank ; he crossed the hills by the Khumbat 
route, and entered the Manipur valley. Tl\e Manipuris say he 
’ l' orchammer “ Jardine Prize” 02, 96. 
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was unspeakably cruel ; but he was only doing unto them as 
they had done unto his people (p. 208). At Pulel in the Imole 
pass they gave him battle.^ After a stubborn conflict they 
fled. He entered Imphal, the capital, only to find it empty, 
for the inhabitants lay hiding in the woods. He halted there 
for thirteen days, set up a stone inscription, took what loot 
there was, threw into the river two canncm of a cubit calibre as 
they were too heavy to move, and returned home, leaving 
garrisons in permanent stockades at Tamu and Thaungdut. 
In his capacity as a divine incarnation he promoted religioti 
among the Kathe Shans on his line of march ; in his capacity 
as a king he massacred more than four thousand of his Manipuri 
prisoners because they stubbornly refused to march away into 
captivity/"* 

These incursions, lasting down to 1819, ended by depopulat- 
ing the country and stamping out Manipuri civilisation so 
completely that we can no longer tell what that civilisation was 
like." The people were famous for their skill in handicraft, and 
the Burmese valued them highly, settling them in the capital, 
in the riverine villages of Sagaing district, and at Amarapura. 
They served as boatmen and silversmiths ; as silkworkers they 
introduced the acheik [pattern;'* they gave the Burmese army 
its best cavalry (the Cassay Horse), and they supplied the 
bulk <^f the court astrologers, who at levees stood robe<l in 
white, intoning beiuxlictions. as the king took his seat on the 
tlirone. 

On arriving home Alaiingpaya tried to dam the Mn, and 
built the Mahaiianda lake to supply Shwebo town with water. 
The Mu canals were not successful and the work decayed after 
his fit'ath. He suj^pressed a Talaing rebellion in Pegu, and 
seized W’hitehill (p. 225) who with his ship had jmt into 
Rangoon, but released him on payment of a heavy ransom. 

The Fla.st India Company had occujiied Negrais (p. 213) 
since 1753 and Alaung|.»aya had ceded it to them in the treaty 
of 1757. But their resources were being .strained to the 
uttermost vvith great events in India, and they withdrew 35 


yPemberton 40. - Konhaungset 303. * Hudson 4, 29, 54S. 

^ Parleft 4. As late as 17S0 the people of Lower Burma had no silk, 
manufacture and contented themselves with cotton, Sonnerat {17S2) II. 54. 
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Europeans and 70 Indians, practically the entire staff, in May 
1759. In October they sent back a small staff to retain a lien 
on the island. The governor of Bassein, with Lavine, one of 
B irno’s men, who was in high favour, and sixty followers, 
met the new staff on arrival saying they had a letter from the 
king to show, :ind the senior Burmese officers messed with the 
English in the fort. A day k- •. v. 6 Octt)bcr 1759, at nine in 
the morning they were sitting down to breakfast together when 
the senior guest, the governor of Bassein, gave a sign and some 
of the 2,000 Burmans concealed in tliC woods rushed in, killed 
eight Englishmen and about a hundred Indians, turned the 
cannon of the fort on the two ships at anchor, and finally 
withdrew burning the settlement and taking with them all 
cannon, stores and four English. A midshipman and 64 
Indians escaped on board. The ruins are still there. 

What had ha])pened was that the Armenians, some of 
whom held high office at court, were jealous of the English, 
who outbid them throughout the East. They represented to 
Alaungpaya tliat the English were fortifying their stations 
against him, supplying the Talaings with arms and spoiling 
his revenue by preventing other traders from coming up the 
Bassein river. Alaungpaya .sent the governor of Rangoon, 
brother to his queen, to wipe out Negrais. But the governor 
returned saying there must be some mistake, he had found the 
ICiiglish there to be innocuous. Alaungpaya therefore regarded 
him as a traitor, Hogged all Iris men, sent a second party which 
actually did the work, and before letting him return to his high 
office flung him into irons and pegged him out in the sun for 
some days with three beams across his body so that a year later 
he was still suffering from the effects. The governor of Bassein 
subsequently admitted that the English had not intrigued with 
the Talaings, but had fed a few refugees, just as they fed 
Burmese refugees, and had made presents of four or five 
muskets which the Armenians represented to Alaungpaya as 
500. The English had not prevent^^.d ships coming up the 
river, because they regarded Alaungpaya as too strong a raja 
to offend. Under the treaty he had expressly allowed them 
to erect fortifications.’ 


' See note “ Negrais Massacre” p. 354. 
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After the fall of Pegu, envoys from Chiengmai visited 
Alaungpaya. He told them they must make complete sub- 
mission. They looked at those blackened ruins and went 
home ; and before long Martaban, Tavoy, Chiengmai, Anan 
and other states in north-west Siam, sent tribute. 

Talaings had taken refuge in Siam ; now as ever there 
were endemic slave raids on. the border; and the Siamese 
had detained the captain of a Burma-owned shi[) which had been 
driven under stress of weather into their jjort of Tenasserim. 
But the real reason why Alaungpaya now invaded Siam was 
that he had to work off his energy ; moreover, seeing that after 
his conquest of the Delta he reigned over nothing but ruins, 
he wished to populate his realm with prisoners obtained in 
Siam.^ Early in 1760 he advanced through Martaban and 
Tavoy. “ Capturing Tenasserim with the aid of some small 
ships managed by European captives, he went eastward over 
the hills to the shore of the Gulf of Siam, turned north, and 
captured the coast towns, Kuwi, Pran, Nawng .Chik, Pechaburi. 
'J'he Siamese army came out and delayed him still further although 
he drove them in. Approaching Ayuthia, he burnt some Dutch 
ships, massacred the defenceless population in crowds regardless 
of .sex or age, and covered the surface of the rivers with their 
corpses.^ 

Under the walls of Ayuthia he released prominent prisoners 
with this letter to the king of Siam : — “ His Burman Majesty 
comes as a divine incarnation to spread true religion in your 
country. Come forth with respect and present him with elephants 
and a daughter.”^ But the Siamese had among them Talaing 
refugees who knew the story of Pegu, and they relaxed no 
effort. Their feringhis and Mahomedans manned the war- 
boats with cannon in the maze of rivers round the city ; the 
glacis and fords were strewn with caltraps ; cannon frowned 
from the battlements, with thousands of resolute men behind, 

^ Sonturut (1782) 11 . ^t. 

“ Some of his troops must have gone down the 'renasscriin river, for traditior? 
says that 550 of his men, with their leader Letyapyanchi, fierished in the Shanthuii' 
daung (Krantwowai) rapid a clay’s journey above the Tavoy-Mergiii boundary. 
The name ** Rapid of the 7 'hrce Thousand Sh.ans ’’ is due to a Shan liost having 
been similarly engulfed at some unknown period. 

^ Samuel Smith luS. * 315-8. 
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Alaungpaya had started much too late in the cold weather. 
The rains were at hand, when the whole country would be 
under several feet of water. Half his men were down with 
dysentery and he himself was far from well.^ It looked as if 
the ever victorious army was not going to be victorious. He 
sent another message telling the Siamese king that he had no 
wish to dethrone him if only he would submit to religious reform. 
I'liere was no reply, and Alaungpaya saw that the play was 
over; he did not hesitate, and within a week of arrival the 
hosts were in full retreat, abandoniiig forty guns of three-inch 
calibre. 

He selected the friend of his boyhood, Minhkaungnawrahta, 
for the signal honour of commanding the rearguard. These 
were the pick of the army — 500 Manipur horse and 6,000 foot, 
every man of whom had a musket. Minhkaungnawrahta 
spread them out and it was two days time before the Siamese 
reali.sed that the main body had left ; then they swept out 
upon him ; his men watched the ring closing round them and, 
fearing to be cut off, begged him to let them fight further 
back ; but he said “ Friends, the .safety of our Lord the King 
lies in our keeping. Let us not fight further back, lest the 
sound of the guns should break hi.s sleep.’* When they could 
-Stand they stood, and when they had to run they ran ; they 
w^ere defeated but never broken, and they withdrew in goorl 
order, collecting AIaungpaya*s stragglers on the way. 

Meanwhile Alaungpaya had gone ahead by forced marches. 
Perhaps, as he lay in ])ain jolting along in his litter, lie longed 
for the sights and sounds of home; but he was destined never 
to see them, for wliether he knew it or not the hand of death 
was upon him. He reached Kinyua, Bilin township, Tliaton 
district, and there at dawn he died.- 

To his son Hsinbyushin and the other watchers by the bed, 
it was as if the sky had fallen, but they kept their heads. 
Heaven alone knew what would hapjien now; there might be 
civil war and a striiggh^ lor the throne; the men might break 
if they lost heart, for tlic Siamese were ['» .:.ssing the rearguard, 
rhey ke|it the death a close .secret and sent their swiftest h.orsc- 


' Ditrympie I. 361. 


- IT22 Kahscuj lazok t 2 -- Sunday, ii May 1760. 
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men to Shwebo so that the crown prince might be the first to 
know and secure his throne. The body, bound in sheets, was 
hidden in the curtained litter ; and thus in death Alaungpaya 
still rode with his armies and the daily orders issued in his 
name. 

At Rangoon his death was made public and his body, 
placed on a state barge, was taken up stream. At Kyauk- 
myaung landing stage in Shwebo district the whole court came 
out to meet it. and bore it solemnly in through the Hlaingtha 
Gate of Shwebo. So he was buried with the ritual * of the 
kings in the palace city which once had been his lowly village, 
amid the mourning of aji entire people. They wouUl nevt^r see 
his like again, the village headman who made himself lord of 
Burma and received the homage not only of the tribes, but also 
of French and English captains kneeling to receive his orders 
in respectful silence. His grave, with an inscription in nii.ssj)elt 
English, perhaps by some Negrais captive, is near the Shwebo 
Deputy Commissioner .s court-house; from its shortness you 
might think him a small man, but he was a fine tall man. The 
English captain ^ describes him as five feet eleven inches in 
height, coarse featured, dark complexioned, with a long face 
and nose, not without an air of maje.sty. He had reigned only 
eiglit years and was under forty-six when he died ; but men are 
remembered by the years they use, not by the years thc}’^ last. 


NAUNGDAWGYl 1760-3. Alaungpaya was succeeded 
by his eldest son, the crown prince, Naungdawgyi. Kneeling 
by his father s death-bed, with the eyes of the great commanders 
upon him, the second son Hsinbyiishin could not think un- 
worthy thoughts, and had loyally joined in sending the news to 
his elder brother. But now that the body harl departed, and 
he rode through the sunshine and fresh air, the Old Adam 
reasserted itself and he .struck for the throna It was a feeble 

^ Unnecessary stress has been laid on its bein.w the rite lor a ietyaw’ide 
(universal emperor), as if this had not been used for every nonentity on the throne 
of .^va for the prece lin^^j century, 

-Captain Uaker iii Dalrymfle I. iO»3-7. 
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effort, and he soon submitted and was forgiven at the queen 
mother’s intercession. 

But the king sent for two of the generals he disliked, 
and when they came unsuspectingly, he executed them with- 
out allowing them to see him. The army was furious. 
Minhkaungnawrahta, lingering with the rearguard, thought he 
also might be among the king’s dislikes ; and now, in the dark- 
ness that clouded his mind in the death of his great master, he 
revolted. Many of the troops who had not yet returned, joined 
him, for he was the idol of the army; and as nearly all the 
musketeers had been given him to form the rearguard, he 
had no difficulty in occupying Ava. Men .said he had sent 
to a scion of the fallen Ava d3"nasty who was a refugee 
in Siam, offering to put him on the throne. He can hardly 
have dreamed of becoming king himself, with si.x sons born of 
Alaungpaya’s loins against him. The king repeatedly sent 
monks and old comrades urging him to desist from his folly 
and offering a free pardon. But he refused them all, saying 
‘*What? Surrender with my dear ones that they may suffer 
the cruel mercies of the king? No, friends, leave me to my 
fate. 1 will die like a soldier, 1 will make these walls my 
coffin.” So with his 12,000 men, the flower of the army, he 
was tightly besieged in Ava. 

While thus besieging him the king stayed at Sagaing, 
where he granted audience to Captain Alves, the Company’s 
envoy, in September 1760. The Comjxariy, fully occupied 
with winning an empire in India, had no desire for new com- 
mitment.s in Burma, .such as the exaction of due amends for 
the Negrais mas.sacre would involve. But it had to make at 
lea.st a protest, and to ascertain whether trade relations were 
still possible. The king gave x^lves audience, and having 
heard his demand for compensation, 


he said he was surprised to think how the Governor of Madras . . . 
could have the fice to demand any satisfaction, which he would not 
give, for . . . he looked on all that were liucd at Negrais, whether 
guilty or innocent, as born to die there ... he would never give 
himself any trouble to enquire farther about the affair. His soldiers 
were not obliged to know who were guilty or who were not, neither 
did he expect th.ey would enquire, but in such cases generally killed 
nif'p, women or child us they pleased. “ For instance ” says he “As 
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soon as ever they get into Ava, I have given them orders to spare 
nothing that has life, and to burn kill and destroy everything in it, 
though I know that . . . the general and the soldiers are to 
blame. ...” 1 then asked him what crimes the governors of 

Negrais had committed for which the king his father had been so much 
ofifended ? He said that Captain Hope, while chief at Negrais, had 
supplied the Peguers . . . with arms, ammunition, and provisions 
... I answered, if that could be brought to proof, the laws of 
England would punish him with death if his father had left his 
punishment to the English. I then asked him what crime the. new 
governor, that arrived the day before, or any of his people, had done, 
for there was no difTercnce in their punishment. He said “ He was 
born to die there” and laughed “ Kor 1 suppose you have seen that 
in this country in the wet season there grows so much long useless 
grass and weeds in the fields that in the dry season we are forced to 
burn them to clear the ground. Sometimes it so happens there is 
some useful herbs among these weeds and grass which, as they can- 
n4jt be distinguished easily, are burned along with them. So it 
happened to be the new governor’s lot.” (Alves’ report, Dahymple 1. 
373 -) 

Perhaps Alves did not remember many a terrible passage in 
his own Old Testament scriptures, showing that collective execu- 
tion is the normal rule in the tribal stage ; even good and great 
men could not see its iniquity until they had developed beyond 
that stage. The king was no harder on the Engli.sh than on 
his own people; having executed justice, he was well dispo.scd 
towards them and asked them to return although he treated 
the 1757 treaty as if it did not exist. To Alves, this was a 
shocking breach of faith, signifying a double do.se of original 
sin ; but it was really only unbusinesslike, and signified the 
inevitable clash between a developed civilisation and a back- 
waid community. Having had no international tran.sactions, 
the Burmese were not acejuainted with the nature of treaties. 

I'he king released the lialf dozen English captives, mostly 
survivors of the mas.sacre, gave full liberty to trade, and was 
willing to grant sites anywhere in return for arms and ammuni- 
tion, and he desired a male and female camel, and a horse and 
mare each four cubits high, as he vvisherl to breed. But trade 
was no longer to be duty free, as under the 1757 treaty, and 
he made one proviso : the headquarters must no longer be at 
Negrais. Alaungpaya himself had said he would rather they 
were at Bassein, and the reason the king now gave was that he 
could not protect Negrais against the French ; tlie real reason 
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was, he had no control over so remote a spot, and wished the 
Engjlish to be on the mainland where he could control them. 
Although he twitted Alves with being a spy, he was graciously 
disposed towards him when he came, like every one else, to 
bring a present and offer congratulations at the Thadingyut 
festival, and in return he offered him anything he liked for 
himself; would he like an elephant? The ‘ was no love lost 
between the English and the Dutch, but Alves asked for the 
release of three Dutch captives, survivor of a station of thirteen 
w'hom Alaungpaya had wiped out i*. Siam; the king said 
orders to this effect would be drafte* at i)ncc. When Alves 
had arrived, the ministers and princes pounced on him, looting 
his kit and preventing all business until he had paid eight of 
them a tip of Rs. 300 each ; he said he would complain to the 
king, but was told that the king would laugh, and this was the 
recognised way in which ministers lived, for they had no salaries. 
One of the ministers mistranslated the despatches to his own 
end, and the fraud succee<.led until the difference between the 
two versions slipped out during one of Alves* conversations with 
the king, who was furious but passed the matter over as he 
was none too sure of his throne and feared that his officers 
might desert to Minhkaungnawrahta. fhe people were sick of 
perpetual war, and on his way up the river Alves had noticed 
that the villagers longed for a change, and .seemed pleased 
whenever one of the assaults on *Ava failed. Down the river 
he saw a village in flames, as various high officials were 
marauding over the country for their own benefit. He was 
glad to get away from it all tt> a cleaner atmosphere. He 
brought back no treaty, but he brought a letter from the king 
granting the terms promised in the interviews. I’lie English 
could not return to Negrais, as it was not permitted; they 
would not go to Bassein, for it was seventy miles from the sea, 
their base ; henceforward they concentrated on Rangoon. 

Minhkaungnawrahta had no cannon but the king could not 
take Ava .save by starvation, for light irregulars can do nothing 
by storm again.st a fortified town. None the less, as was their 
wont, they tried to storm it and wasted many lives, among 
them Lavine the Frenchman who had aided in the Negrais 
massacre and was now killed leading the stormers. Alves saw 
some of the poor wretches who had been terribly scalded by 
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the boiling liquids poured down on them when they tried to 
scale the walls. 

At length, his men starving, Minhkaungnawrahta broke out 
with a band of devoted followers and fled west. More than 
once the pursuers surrounded him but fell back in awe 
w'hen he strode through them. In the Shan woodland above 
Kyaukse, half starving, he was brought dowm by a musket 
shot ; even then he overpowered the assailant who grappled 
with him, and had to be finished off wdth a second shot. Such 
was the end of Alaungpaya’s brother in arms.* When the 
head was laid at his feet, the king nu mined, saying “Should 
ye have slain so great a man?*’ Like others of his line, 
Naungdaw'gyi was doubtless in the habit of uttering the most 
sublime [jlatitudes — the chronicles are full of it — and he might 
have acted accordingly ; but, on the other hand, he might not. 
An experienced officer, Minhkaungnawrahta knew what the 
word of a king was worth in the Golden Palace. 

The king’s uncle, governor of Toungoo, revolted, was 
besieged, made ^'.ibmission, and w-as forgiven in 1762. lJuring 
the siege Taiaban, the great Talaing refugee ({). 233}, raided 
Martaban. An expedition reduced (Jhienginai to submission, 
ca[)turing fugitive Talaing princes and a scion of the fallen Ava 
house. Taiaban liad for years maintained hirn.self in the 
famous caves at Kawgun, Thaton district, and his family were 
now captured iherc. Knowing well wliat their fate would be, 
he gave himsell’ up and, when brought before the king, claimed 
their lives in return for his own; struck by his chivalry, the 
king relea.sed them all and took Taiaban into his service.- 

Naungdawgyi’s principal poet w'as Seiiulakyawthu 173(3-71, 
a skilful rimester, nephew' to the Twinthintaikwun (p. 268). 
He was a native of Maungdaiing village in Alon, Monyua 
district, and in his teens had served under Toungooyaza (p. 216). 
He wrote poems on weddings in the royal family, etc., and on 
the invasion of Siam describing how all the kings of the eartli 
bow down before Alaungpaya ; but his chief works are the 
Kawiletkanathatpon and Awwadatupyo.^ 

^ Knnbaungset 324-40. 

Konbaun^set S50, Symes 3S. For the Kawgun caves, see I A 1^92 I'aw Seiii 
Ko “Notes on an archeological tour through Raniaiinadcsa ” and i8(‘H/remple 
“ Notes on antiquities in Ramannadesa." 

*yiiRS 1918 Ua Han “ Scindakyawthu : man and poet.” 
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The king died while engaged on works of merit. He built 
two pagodas on the Mahananda lake near Shwebo, and sent 
offerings to Shwesettaw in Minbu district. He was aged 
twenty-nine, left seven children, was succeeded by his brother. 


HSINBYUSHIN 1763-76 himself raided Manipur in 
December 1764, carrying away its people into captivity, for 
he wished to increase the population of the new capital, Ava, 
into which he moved in April 1765. The gates of restored 
Ava were named after conquered states, some of them being 
— on the east side, Chicngmai, Martaban, Mogaung ; on the 
south, Kaingma, Hanthawaddy, Myedc, Onbaung (Hsipaw) ; 
on the west, Gandalarit, Sandapuri (Viengchang, Linzin), 
Kenghung; on the north, Tenasserim, Yodaya (Siam). The 
various wards were, according to precedent, allotted on racial 
lines; thus the Indian traders lived in one, the Chinese in 
another, Christians in another, and in others were the Siamese 
and Manipur captives ; such captives were often a source of 
suspicion, as in 1774 when the leading families of the Manipur 
colony were extirpated for alleged plotting. The wall, sixteen 
feet high, backed by earthwork, was of indifferent quality, but 
adequate to the only style of warfare it would have to meet. 
As was usual in Burmese capitals, the palace was an inner city, 
with its own moat, wall, and a massive teak stockade outside.^ 

The transfer to Ava was a wise step so far as it went, for 
it placed the king in direct communication along the Myitnge 
river with the Kyaukse granary, and it was on the great river, 
whereas Shwebo was landlocked. But the step did not go far 
enough. From the day that Vasco da Gama opened the .sea 
route in 1498, the centre of gravity had shifted to the Delta, 
rhe kings from Bayinnaung 1551-81 to Anaukpetlun 1605-28 
acted as if they realised this, making Pegu their headquarters. 
But none of their successors realised it, .^nd their failure to do 
so sealed the fate of the monarchy. Rangoon might have 
let a little fresh air from the outer world into the court. To 

^ Konhaun^set 377, Crawfurd II. i, JBRS 1915 Enriquez “ Capitals of the 
Alaungpaya dynasty.” 
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the Burmese, the Delta was a foreign country, and they did not 
feel safe among the Talaings. Hence there was some excuse 
for the earlier kings. But there was none for the Alaungpaya 
dynasty, which exterminated the Talaings ; the remnant con- 
tinued t<3 rebel for some time, but these rebellions were crushed 
with ease, and need not have occurred had the kings, instead 
of wasting their energy on wars in Siam and Assam, used half 
of it in giving the Delta a good administration. As they would 
not move to the Delta, the atmo.s]Tihere of their palace was that 
of the Upper Burma villages among which it lay. Their ideas 
remained in the nineteenth century what they had been in the 
ninth. To build pagodas, to collect rlaughters from tributary 
chiefs, to sally forth 011 slave raids, to make wars for white 
elci)hants — these conceptions hacJ had their day, and a monarch}' 
which failed to get bt;:\*ond them was doomed. It is probably 
more than coincidence that Siam, wliich had its capital in a 
sea[)ort, developed a more enlightened government than the 
Burmese kingship, and is independent to-day. 

The king sent to Benares for Brahman.s. Nine came, and 
th<;y were frcquentl}- consulted on matters of state. With 
their help the Maungdaung sayadaiv translated into Burmese 
numerous Sanskrit works on grammar, medicine, astrology, 
i!rotic lore, etc., known as the Vyakarana. ^ In 1/7 1 an oBicial, 
Mann VVannana Kyawhtin, compiled the Manu.sarashwemin 
dkaunnathat based on older ]aw-bof)ks ; also, with the aid c>l 
'i aungdwin and other learned monks he com[jiled the 

Manu Vannana law-book in Pali and Burmese stanzas, the monks 
helping him to polish the Pali. The king had a concubine, 
Ma lltwe, who was a j^oetess, and he himself took an interest 
in letters; Letwethondara (pp. 238, 269), a secretary to the 
Hluttaw Council, whom he had exiled to Meza hill, Katha 
district, in 1763, earned his recall two months later by writing 
the well-known Mezataungche poem bewailing his grief and 
loneliness. The third ver.se describes the Nyaung-ye festival 
he saw in exile among the wooded hills 

At the Nyaung-ye festival 
Meza people, all devout, 

Duly fall in prayer and pour 
Water to the banyan-tree. 


^ Fore hammer Jardine Prize ” 104. 
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From the valley, see, the shrine 
Rises even to the sky. 

Meza ! thy pagoda old 
Of the Golden Cave is there, 

Fair to look on evermore. 

Dimly glimmering o*er the mount, 

Dusky floor to shadowy head, 

Steady hang night’s vapours yet ; 

Soon, as a billowing net, are stirred, 

Surging fretful as a flood, 

Muddle upward, tower, and crowd ; 

Then in cloudy streamers free 
Stretched across the sea of dawn, 

Darkling wreathe the heights around 
Lost and drowned. The ravelled mist, 

Shredded now by twisting winds, 

Patters —-listen ! — to the ground ; 

Drip — drop — the sound is loud 
Like the rounded clear refrain 
Of the rain, though none there be. 

See ! the chariot of the sun 
Peeps o’er Mount Yugandhara, 

Stooping under vapours wan. 

Numbed, the noon I fondly wait, 

Counting on my fingers chill 
Hours and minutes, till the rays 
Spreading fill the world with warmth. 

The main armies spent 1764-7 eigainst Siam. The 
Ijurmese claim rested on Bayinnaung’s conquest in 1564. It 
was a false claim, for they had never atlministercd the country. 
Bayinnaung had merely held it to tribute for twenty years, and 
the claim had lapsed ever since. Startint^ from Kengtung witJi 
20,000 men, mostly Shaiis, Thihapate slowly fought his way 
down from Chienginai through Viengchang (Idiizin), while 
another army of the same size under Mahanawrahta fought its 
way south-east from Tavoy to Bechaburi. The Tavoy people 
had revolted, massacring all Burinans and making overtures to 
Siam ; they now had bitter cause to repent. 

To dehiy Mahanawrahta, the Siamese pressed an English 
merchant ship into their .service ; her broadsides did great 
execution in the Burmese sttickadcs near Nontaburi, thirty miles 
from the in*)uth of the Menam ; but as soon as slie could, she 
flung off the Siamese and returned to sea. Thihapate had to 
.atorm town after town, anrl found the villages stockaded again.st 
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him. When roused, the men fought with s[>irit, vying among 
themsclve.s as to who should first mount the wall. They died 
like flies from prevcntible disease, and .suffered ghastly wounds 
for which they got no thanks from the king, as the loss of 
a limb, even in honourable .service, di.squaliued a man from 
entering the palace: His Majesty *.s sight mu-st not be sullied 
by reality.^ They kept tlie field all the year round, a rare thing 
for Burmese levies, spending llie rains in the towns they had 
won. AtChiengrnai they had to re.sort to mining, with movable 
shelters under the wail ; finally they captured part of the wall 
with its guns and turned them all night down into tlie terror- 
stricken i)opulation whr) sent their monks h) sunender in the 
morning. The prettiest girls and choicest loot were sent to the 
king at Ava. 

Gradually they swept over the whole country, burning the 
towns and making the chiefs drink the water of allegiance. 
Such of the population as had not stampeded eastwards ran a 
risk of liaving to contribute to the heads which the Ihirmcse 
hacked off and piled up in great heaps under the walls (.)t the 
towns they besieged, in <^»rder to terrify the defenders. ’ I hey 
were .s*Dmetiines besieged themselves, for the Ayuthia armies 
came out and i)re.ssed them hard, striving to prevent their 
effecting a junction. 

But finally the two commanders joined liands under the 
walls of Ayuthia. Mahanawrahta fixed his hcadquarUa s there at 
a pagoda built by liayinnaung. In spite of wastage their hosts 
were as numerous as ever, as they had exacted contingents 
from the states which they had conquered, and according to 
Burmese cu.storn their pri.soners were made to fight for them. 
They were to spend fourteen months before Ayuthia. I'he 
rains came and floofle l them out : they stood their ground. 
Their commanders died of hard.ship : they did not lose heart. 
Imperial armies from China invaded Upper Burma : they were not 
recalled. During the fir.st open .season they could not g(?t near 
the walls because of the numerous .stockades outside the city. 
Sometimes the whole plain was alive with swarms of Siame.se 
working under the .supervision of grandees who were carried 


’ Cyait'furd 1. .139. 


- Konbautif^si t 3S1 . 
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between two uprights containing earth for temporary defence 
while they constructed permanent works. The Siamese had 
foreign adventurers fighting for them, one of their outworks 
containing four hundred Chinamen. When the rains began to lay 
tlie whole country several feet under water, the commanders 
urged Mahanawrahta to withdraw but he refused and Thihapate 
supported him. The men stayed on knolls of rising ground or 
built dykes to keep out the water. The Siamese seeing them 
sccittercd in isolated groups attacked them in boats. In one 
of these attacks a Siamese leader while waving his sword and 
hurling defiance in the bows of his boat, was brought down by 
a musket shot and fell into the water, and the whole flotilla 
fled. Ayuthia prided itself on its great guns, some of them 
thirty feet long with a 30 uiss (100 lb.) ball. One of the.se 
burst with an overcharge but the shot killed several men on 
two Burmese boats. The Burmese had war-boats in plenty, 
constructed by their lieges up the rivers, and so they were 
able to prevent provisions entering the city. When the dry 
season returnefl they reconstructed their carthwork.s. Some of 
these were higher than the walls, and the cannon were also 
mounted aloft on pagodas so as to fire down into the palace. 
Often the palace guns cea.sed fire becau.se the king yielded to 
tht; entreaties of his harem who were terrified at the rioi.se. ‘ 
'riie city starved. Shan states tributary to Siam sent an army 
which came down from the north and tried to raise the siege ; 
they wore swept away. 'I'he king and princes tried to cut their 
way out and escape ; they were driven back. They asked 
w’hat they had done to merit these horrors and were curtly told 
they were rebels and traitors and deserved all they were going 
to get. The commander-in-chief Mahanawrahta died, and 
by ro\'al decree was buried with ext raf>rd inary honours ; 
he de.scrved them. Thihapate had to finish the siege alone. 
The end was now near. In the palace chapels, where women 
knelt in prayer throughout the night, the holy images were 
.seen to weep. At four in the afternoon, 28 March 1767, 
the French guns opened for the last ti.iio. The wall had been 
mined ; by sun.set the breach was practicable and the stormers 
effected an entry. The slaughter was indiscriminate. The 
king's body was identified next day near the west gate by his 

^ Siamese palace tradition. 
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brother whom the Burmese found in chains and released.* The 
houses, the monasteries, the temples, the great palace itself, 
went up in flame ; the walls were razed to the g/ound ; the city 
was never restored as a capital. The princes, the harem, the 
clergy, foreigners including a French Cath(')lic bi.shop,- and 
thousands of the population were carriec* away into captivity, so 
that many a private could boast of four slaves. Sucli of the 
guns as were too big to move were burst or thrown into the 
rivers.® There was gold, silver and jewels in abundance, for 
the royal treasure was immense. This is the .secret of these 
continual Burme.se attacks on Ayuthia : it was at once a thriving 
seaport and a king’s palace, one of the wealthiest cities in 
Indo-China, .so that its treasures were a .standing tem])tation 
to the Burmese hordes. 

The I^ao and Shan levies were allowed to return home, 
probably becau.se the long absence was rendering them un- 
reliable and many of them were i)ri.soners seiwing under 
compulsion. But there was no rest for the weary Burrnans. 
If Ayuthia had not fallen when it did, the siege would have 
had to be abandoned, as royal despatches now came urgently 
recalling the armies to take their place in the line again.st the 
Chinese who.se attacks on Ava looked like breaking through ; 
for the years 1765-9 .saw a .series of murderous Chinc.se 
invasions.*^ 

Some of the sazvbwas on the Yunnan border now cea.sed 
paying tribute to Burma, which therefore inarched against 
them ; one fled to Yiinnan, and the Kengtung sawbwa made 
a foray there at the instigation of the Gwe (p. 222) in the 
course of their wandering.s. Moreover the Chinese were 
di.ssatisfied with the treatment their merchants received in 
Burma. At Bhamo a Chine.se caravaneer, angry at delay 
in getting sanction to build a bridge, insulted the Burme.se 
governor who therefore arrested him ; and when released 
he found that the lEirmese officers had looted his cara- 
van. At Kengtung a Chinaman was killed in a dis|)ute 

^ Konbaungset 4T7. 

-He was called Brigol and arrived opportunely in iiunna as I'ercoto, the 
bishop elect there, was lookinj' for a coiisecrator. SiihsL*(|uently the Burmese let 
Brigot return, Bigandet See also Jiote “ l.ist of C iplives ” p. 321. 

^ Four of the light guns taken here are now in the Madras Museum with 
Burrne.se inscriptions recording the dale and hour of their capture, RSASH 1917. 
2T. ^ See note “ Chinese ijO^ q p. 355. 
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about payment; the Burmese resident offered blood-money 
and even talked of executing the slayer, but would not hand 
him over, and the Chinese would take nothing less. Such 
instances were trivial and could have been adjusted had the 
two governments been in communication with each other; 
but they had no embassy system. 

The Chinese invaded Burma in great strength with the 
active or passive co-operation of Hsenwi, Bhamo, Mogaung 
and Kengtung. The fighting was in the triangle Mogaung, 
Kenghung on the Mekong river, and down the Myitnge valley 
to within three marches of Ava. The Chinese had bases at 
Bhamo and Lashio and their line of advance was usually down 
the Shweli and Myitnge valleys. But the principal theatre was 
in Bhamo district where Balamindin won fame by his great 
defence of Kaungton, twelve miles to the east of which, at 
Shwenyaungbin, the Chinese also had a gigantic stockade, ** as 
big as a city.'* 

The Burmese had better war-canoes than the Chinese, they 
received invaluable help from their captive French gunners, and 
they won most of the dozen major actions which were spread 
over four campaigns ; but the suspense was terrible ; as soon as 
one Chinese army was driven back, another come on in greater 
numbers than ever. The earth quaked, rending the national 
shrines ; to placate the unseen powers, the king flung thousands 
of gold and silver images into the Shwezigon at Pagan and the 
Shwedagon. 

The Chinese proved useless as soldiers, but the Manchu 
contingents were good troops who with ladders, axes, hooks 
and ropes, would rush up to the stockades against a withering 
fire, while boiling lead poured down on them and their bodies 
were crushed by great beams ’ of which the lashings were cut as 
soon as the stormers were underneath. The Chinese ought to 
have won, although their casualties from disease were heavy ; but 
whereas the liurrnese commanders worked together hand in hand, 
the Chinese lacked co-ordination, and threw away the advantage 
of superior numbers by allowing themselves to be overwhelmed 

^ This was so all over Iiido-China. The Assamese prided themselves on 
tiieir stockades and the iSiamese boasted that when tlicir stormers were 
sufficiently numerous they could receive the tailing beams on their spears and tos.s 
them olT ; hut the beams were often whole teak trees, see Samutl Umitk 36, 
Unodgrass 66. Until superseded by the stone keep, the stockade was nor.i.a! in 
Europe — the Bayeux tapestry shews the Normans erecting one at Hastings. 
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in detail. The best of their generals, Mingjui, son-in-law to 
the Flmperor, who had won distinction in Turkestan, fought his 
way from Lashio, smashing a Burmese army and driving it past 
the Gokteik gorge to Singaung, three marches from Ava. The 
court in panic urged the king to flee but he scornfully refused 
saying he and his brother princes, the sons of Alaungpaya, 
would face the Chinese single handed if necessary. Mingjui s 
colleagues failed to support him, Burmese armies in his rear 
cut off his supplies, his men were starving, and he had to retreat, 
beset by overwhelming odds. The slaughter was such that the 
Burmese could hardly grip their swords as the hilts were slippery 
with enemy blood, Mingjui fought in the rearguard till he 
saw his men were safe and then, obeying the tradition of the 
Manchu officer corps, he cut off* his plaited hair, sent it as a 
token to his Emperor, and hanged himself on a tree ; his servant 
hid his body with leaves lest the Burmese should desecrate 
it according to their wont The following is from Chinese 
records : — 

The Burmese had a device of pretending to negotiate and then 
suddenly appearing with a new army. . . . They had no regular 
army ; in times of danger Shan levies were called out. There was 
however at Ava a standing force of 10,000 men called the “ Invino 
iblcs.” In actual fighting the Shan levies were placed in front and 
the “ Invincibles” occupied the rear. Cavalry were posted on cither 
flank to close in upon the enemy. If victory appeared doubtful the 
army rapidly entrenched itself under cover a heavy fire from 
artillery and small arms. When the smoke cleared away the stockade 
was complete, and the men inside were ready to defend it. These 
were the invariable tactics of the Burmese, . . . 

When Mingjui began his retreat from Burma the enemy’s ranks 
were continually reinforced from all sides, whereas he had no supports 
or reserve. They could procure supplies anywhere, whereas we had 
no system of sup])ly. They had cannon mounted on elephants, while 
we had only small arms and these decreased from day to day. In 
action the noise of their cannon and musketry was as ten myriad 
fireworks exploding at once, rendering speech injiudible. . . . 
Mingjui each morning rose early and directed the operations in 
person with the fighting and retreating columns alternately. He 
often came into camp at nightfall not having drunk a drop of water 
all day. (irnin had long been finished, and sliced beef was the only 
provision ; of this he took his share w'ith men in the ranks. He 
looked kindly to the wants of his commanders who suffered much 
from exhaustion, hunger and wounds ; and he refused to abandon his 
sick and wounded men, ordering them to be carried by the local 
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levies. Thus it was that no man, hoAvever much he suffered, had a 
word of blame for the General. 

Mingjui died, not because he could not have saved himself, but 
because he was returning without having carried out the instructions 
of his master. It is true that the Emperor had ordered the return of 
the force, but these orders never reached Mingjui. Encompassed 
daily with growing difficulties he would say to his officers “The 
enemy are aware that we are in extremity, but for the sake of our 
country we must fight on, that they may know that its orders are clear 
and irrevocable and that its seiwants fulfil them to the death. No rein- 
forcements are coming but we must do our utmost, that the enemy 
may be impressed by our determination and that the work may be 
rendered easier for those who come afler us.** This was a far-sighted 
patriotic resolve, not the decision of a desperate man. . . . The 
people of Yunnan and the troops who had accompanied him never 
spoke of Mingjui without tears, for his hold upon their affections was 
not less than that of famous commanders of olden time. His death 
was unfortunate too for another reason, because the events which 
immediately followed the battle in which he fell could not be properly 
reported to the Emperor or made known to the people at large. . . . 

Kaungton was on the Irrawaddy and the enemy held both banks 
of the river. We took up a position close to their eastern camp, 
which they had built on an eminence, their lines reaching to the 
river. It was 2 // [i li 631 yards] in circuit, constructed of large 
trees deeply sunk in the ground ; outside were three trenches, and 
beyond was a stockade of trees laid horizontally, their branches being 
pointed and directed outwards. This was the usual clever contrivance 
of the Burmese when defending important positions. Our first step 
was to raise a mound from which we cannonaded the fort. This was 
unsuccessful, for the breaches made in the timber were promptly re- 
paired by the Burmese and the stockade remained intact. Next we 
tried with long thongs of raw hide to pull down the posts of the 
stockade, but the thongs broke. A similar attempt was then made by 
night with canes several hundred yards h>ng which we procured in the 
jungle. Two or three thousand men took part in this attack which 
however did not succeed, as the enemy cut the canes with their dahs. 
Fuheng then ordered the stockade to be burnt. A large body of 
our men with torches advanced under cover of shields specially 
constructed to ward off fire from the fort. The three trenches were 
crossed and the leading party reached the stockade, when a river 
fog rose at 2 a.m. and lasted till 8 a.iu. This so damped the wood 
that it could not be ignited, and the wind also being in the wrong 
direction the attempt was abandoned. Finally, mines were laid and 
and exploded ; part of the stockade was lifted bodily by the shoc:k 
and the enemy were thrown into the greatest alarm, but the posts still 
remained upright. This happened three times, and the explanation 
was that the stockade being built on rising ground our excavations 
were too level and our mines were exploded at too great a depth 
below the surface. (H'lf/ry.) 
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The Chinese never succeeded in taking the Kaungton stockade, 
and at length in the fourth year, 1769, after losing, from first to 
last, 20,000 men and a quantity of arms and ammunition which 
went to equip fresh Burmese levies, they were themselves driven 
out of their great stockade at Shwen)^aungbin and their generals 
asked for terms. The Burmese staff were a\'erse to granting- 
terms, saying that the Chinese were surrounded like cattle in a 
pen. the>' were starving and in a few days they could be wiped 
out to a man. I.uckily Mahathihathura, the commander-in-chief, 
saw that the loss of a few armies would merely stiffen the resolu- 
tion of the Chinese government, l ie sent back the messenger 
with a conciliatory reply. At Kaungton, in a .seven-roofed hut, 
fourteen Burmese and thirteen Chine.st officers drew uj) a 
written agreement whereby the Chinese were allowed to with- 
draw, trade was to be restored, and, to prevent misunderstanding, 
decennial missions were to j)a.s.s between the tw'o sovereigns. 
I'he Chinese burnt tlicir boats and melted down their cannon ; 
and then, while the Burmese stood to arms and looked down, 
their columns marched sullenly away up the Taping vallc)^ to 
j3erish by thousands of hunger in the passes. 

When he Iieard that the Chinese had been allowed to 
depart, the king was angry ; he thought they should all have 
been killed. So the armies, afraid to return home, went off 
to Manipur in January 1770. Under a good raja, Manipur 
was recovering from the last devastation, and the conunanders 
scented a fresh harvest of slaves and cattle with which to 
appease the king,^ The men of Manipur fought gallantly 
but were overwhelmed in a three days' battle near Langtitabal. 
The raja fled to Assam. The Burmese raised their own 
nominee to the throne and returned, taking with them such 
of the population as were not hiding in the woods. 'J'he 
king's anger had subskied, and as after all they had won 
victories and preserved his tlinmc, he was merciful ; he scMit 
Mahathihathura a woman's drc.ss to wear, and exiled him and 
the commanders to the Shan states; he would not allow them 
to see him, and he al.so exiled the ministers who dared to sj)eak 
on their behalf. Their wives, including the si.ster of his queen, 
were exposed in the sun at the western gate of the palace, with 


• Pemberton j. 
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the Chinese presents of silk on their heads, a public mock for 
three days. 

By granting honourable terms the Burmese gave the Chinese 
Emperor a loophole to withdraw from a costly adventure ; and 
although pride prevented him from acknowledging the treaty, 
his silence gave consent, and soon the caravans of 400 oxen 
or 2,000 ponies started coming down from Yunnan as of old,’ 
and the Burmese were once more able to find a market for 
their cotton.^ Burma remained in possession of Koshanpye, 
the nine Shan towns above Bhamo. The Chinese pri.soners 
taken in the war, numbering 2,500, were settled in the 
capital as gardeners and craftsmen, and were given Burmese 
wives. But the material was as nothing to the moral gain. 
Their other victories were over states on their own level such 
as Siam ; this was won over an empire. Alaungpaya’s crusade 
against the Talaings was staincfl with treachery : the great 
siege of Ayuthia 1766-7 was a magnificent dacoity ; but in the 
(Chinese war the Burmese were waging a righteous war of 
defence against the invader. 

The victory, coming as it did on top of a generation of 
continuous warfare which might well have exhausted the race, 
shows that the exploits of Alaungpaya were no mere flash 
in the pan but were broad-based on the energy of the race 
as a whole. His tradition was not only maintained, it was 
eclipsed. The chronicles for the period are verbose and 
pompous, but it is impossible to read them without being 
struck with their fierce pride. Th<; Burmese knew that to 
the north lay a big country called China; to the east, Shans 

various sorts, some of whom had a kingdom called Siam ; 
to the west, a place called India and, further west still, a 
country of white people, which some people said was an island. 
All these countrie.s, except China, w^ere uncivilised and not 
worth studying. The wdiite people called themselves various 

' For Koshanpye, see note “ Pong and Koshanpye p. 322. 

The imports from China were silks ana raw silk, velvet for state robes, 
Chinese-Shan tea. gold, hams, copper, steel, liquor, mercury for vermilion lacquer, 
and large quantities ot needles and thread. The exports to China were cotton 
above all, edible birds’ nests, salt, ivory, horn, amber and a little lacquer ware and 
precious stones (the mines, .so far as they were worked, were worked by Chinese 
U's.sees). 'I'he total trade was, see p. 359, incon.siderable. See Way land I, 132, 
Crawfnrd 11. appendix, Parker “ Precis.” 
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names such as Portuguese, Dutch, hVcnch, and English, but 
they were all much the same just as the various Shans were 
much the same ; and in any case they were not a numerous 
race and were usually crushed with ease. The Indians were 
more important but even they could not count for much, 
judging by the w'ay the Maiiipuris had been wiped out. The 
Siamese and Chinese, on the other hand, were really great 
powers, but they had been defeated. Thus the whole world 
was accounted for, and the Burmese felt equal to anything. 
They had some justification f<ir their pride. They had no 
commissariat, and on the march they perished of under-feeding 
and disease. They w^ere the ordinary little people you can 
see in any village to-day, led by their myothugyisy who ranked 
as lords. Yet their spirit carried their bare feet from Bhamo 
to Bangkok, they fought and died by hundreds and thousands, 
leaving their bones to bleach from Junkceylon to the banks 
of the Brahmaputra. They had bought those lands with 
their blood. Doubtless it was a .small world, but it was the 
only world they knew, and the Bunne.sc minister could .say witl\ 
truth to his English suitor “ You do not realise. We have 
never yet met the race that can withstand us.'’' 

In 1773 the Talaing levies who had been mustered against 
Siam mutinied. The Burmese commanders and guards had 
to run for their lives, first to Martaban and then to Rangoon. 
The mutineers failed to take the Rangoon stt^ckade but fired 
the town and burnt several foreign ships which were building 
on the stocks. They treated foreigners decently, hut some 
French shipmasters who were in port would have nothing 
to do with them and lay in hiding with their wives ; one 
of the wives was granddaughter to Phaiilkon (p. 203), another 
was a bride fresh from Pondicherry. A week later the Burmese 
brought up reinforcements, used a Dutch ship and retook the 
town with the aid of her gunfire ; they then robbed her of 
all guns and munitions and sent her to sea where she foundered 
a few days later. The mutineers made off, collected their 
families, and migrated to Siam, three thousand in number. But 
the general population could not flee, and from them the 
Burmese exacted vengeance, massacring both sexes. They 
dragged the French from hiding, distributed the wives among 

^ Gouser 104 . 
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the officers, selling one of them for Rs. 400,^ and made them 
look on while their husbands were bound hand and foot and 
thrown into the river. One, a man of great strength, burst 
his bonds and swam ashore. When he reappeared as if from 
the dead, the Burmese regarded him as supernatural and tlid 
him no more harm.*^ 

In 1774 the king made a royal progress down the river 
to Rangoon in splendid barges with the queens, th(j court, 
and the captive Talaing princes in his train, liolding high 
festival at every halt and worshipping at the pagodas on the 
way, especially the Shwezigon at Pagan and the Shwehsandaw 
at Prome. His camp at Proine was on a sandbank by the 
mouth of the Navvin stream, and when returning he placed 
a new spire on the pagoda which crow'ns tlie Po-u-daung hil) 
near Prome.^ He came to Rangoon to impress the Talairigs 
in two ways. P'irstly, he raised the SInvedagon pagoda to 
its present height, 327 feel (p. if/), gilding it with his own 
weiglif* in gold and erecting a golden spire studded v/ith 
gems to replace the one thrown down during the 1769 
earthquake (p. 254); secondly he executed the captive king 
of Pegu with his bn^ther the crown prince, and son. They 
had been prisoners seventeen years without opportunity of 
doing harm, but considerations such as the recent mutiny 
sealed their fate. 

The king’s prayers were fur victory on his arms. The 
situation in Siam was serious. His supremacy there began to 
collapse almost before the ruins of Ayuthia had ceased to 
smoulder. When th{! Burmese hosts were sweeping down upon 
Ayuthia in I7<^>5, there was a governor of a northern province who 
would not drink the water of allegiance. He w'as t lie .son of a 
Chinese father arul a Siamese mother and his name was Paya 
Tak.^’ He collected a few hundred determined men like himself 
anrl withdrew to the hills. The Burmese tried to dislodge him 
but he flung them back each time. He went east and gained 
Cambodia, vastly increa.sing his resou^x.es. The men of Siam, 

' An enormous price, us a Siamese f;irl sl.avecost only Rs. 5, Cratvfurd 1 . 42.^. 

- (tSoO) [11.64-5, TP iSf)t Cordier “ Les Kran»;ais en Uirmanie ” 
3i-'2, Kmhannf[^ci 504. 

- lA 1893 Taw Sdn Ko “ I’reliminary study of the Po-u daung inscription.” 

* Twelve stone ilute. vSee note “ Tuladana ” p. 328. 

^ PalUfi(.>ix II. 94-8. 
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sick of oppression, rose and called on him to lead them, for 
their lawful princes were in captivity. In 1768 he wiped out 
several Burmese garrisons, reoccupied AyuLhia, and founded 
the present capital, Bangkok. He was now king but his palace 
never saw him, as he lived in the field. The Burmese sent 
expeditions. He harried them in ambushes, cut them off, 
starved them out. He and his people were united in a just 
cause. Whether the Burmese could in any case have held 
Siam for long is doubtful, but whatever chances they had were 
ruined by the disunion which now became the curse of their 
armies in the field: the spoilers fell out over their j)rey. 
Captains like Mahathihathura, the hero of the Chine.se war, 
and Thihapate, the conqueror of Ayuthia, continued to win 
occasional victories, but they could achieve nothing permanent 
in the face of rampant insubordination. if a commander 
disapproved the plan of campaign, he showed his disaj>proval 
by simply withdrawing his levies and marching off elsewliere. 
Some of them were executed, but the harm had been done. 
By *775 *^ke Burmese had been driven across the frontier, and 
even in Chiengrnai they were ill at ea.se, when the king died ; 
he was aged thirty-nine, left forty-one children, and was 
succeeded by bis twenty-year-old son. 


SINGU 1776-82 at once fini.shcd the Siamese e.scapade by 
withdrawing the armies. His only wars were in Manipur. The 
rightful raja who fled from the Burmese in 1770 made four 
attempts to oust their nominee between 1775 and 1782; his 
ba.se was in Cacliar and they drove him back each time but after 
1782 left him in f)o.s.session, perhaps because the country was 
now so thoroughly devastated that nothing more could be 
wrung out of it.^ In the first two years, for which Singu was 
not responsible, the army was absent continuously, losing 
20,000 men, partly by fever, and gaining barren victorie.s in 
Cachar and Jaintia. I'hese sjtates had to present daughters 
and pay tribute of a tree with the earth still clinging to 
its roots in token that the king had seizin of the land, and 

* Pemberton 43 . 
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henceforth he claimed these countries.^ His suzerainty was 
only nominal. 

The people liked Singu because he stopped these everlasting 
wars, which made everyone miserable and led to migrations. 
Thus, the Yaw folk fled from their original hi>me to the remote 
Mu valley in Katha district in order to get out of the king's 
reach. ^ If a town was depopulated by rebellion or by the 
wastage of its levy during foreign servir a few hundred 
households would be transferred to it fr .m another charge, 
sometimes a week's journey distant, wh ither they wanted to 
go or not.^ 

The people did not know that Si gu was seldom sober ; 
all they knew was that he left them alone, and they were 
deeply grateful. He built many pagodas, for he spent much 
of his time in prayer ; he was an angler too, and had an eye 
for .scenery, to judge from some of his favourite haunts, where 
the gleam of a golden spire is reflected in the green de[>ths of 
the stream below. His chief queen had a talent for verse, and 
the tutor of his youth was the poet Nga Hpyaw, author 
of Paleiksa-egyin, who now received the title Minyeyaza. 
Sleep, prayer, fishing, the laughter of the palace ladies in some 
sequestered woodland — it was all very ])leasant, far pleasanter 
than the hard life of the soldier in foreign fields. 

Of course there were the occasional cares of office. He 
executed his younger brother, his uncle the Ainyin prince, 
fourth son of Alaungpaya, and with them several ministers with 
their dependants in the usual way, for allegerl treason. Some 
princesse.s, his sisters, died in like manner, especially when he 
was angry as well as drunk. He depo.sed his queen, and sent 
her back to her father Mahathihathura who, on arriving from 
Siam, w^as deprived of all his offices ; later he drowned her 
too. 

Had he been a man of ordinary character, such acts would 
doubtless have been accepted as being in accordance with 
custom. But the court could not respect a man who was often 
unconscious for hours and was surrov:nded by ministers and 
swordbearers most of whom followed his example.'* His habit 
of making pilgrimages with only a small court, leaving the 

* Symes 8o. Clayton 9. •* Dalrymple I, 390. 

* Konbaungsei 530. See note “ Drink ** p. 31.J. 
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palace vacant for weeks at a time, and returning in slipshod 
fashion at any hour of night, gave conspirators their opportunity. 
While he was absent at Thihadaw^ j)agoda on the Irrawaddy 
island in Shwebo district, a party came to the palace at midnight. 
With them was a puppet of eighteen, Maung Alaung, lord of 
Paungga in Sagaing district, dressed up so as to resemble the 
king his cousin. The Guard passed them in, thinking it was 
the king ; some, who realised thcii mistake and resisted, were 
cut down. When day broke, part of the Guard continued to 
resist and having cannon held their own until their Armenian 
captain was speared, whereupon they fled. Mahathihathura 
returned from retirement and took command of the Guard in 
Maung Alaung’s behalf. 

When the news reached king Singu, his follcnvers fled and 
he thought of taking refuge in Alanipur but his mother, the 
queen dowager, indignantly insi.sted on his playing the man. 
He went alone at dawn to tlic palace gate, and when challenged 
by the Guard answered “It is 1, Singu, lawful lord of the 
palace.” They fell back respectful 1\-, and lie entered the 
courtyard. There he .saw' a minister, father to one of the 
queens he had murdered. He made for him e.-^claiming 
“ Traitor, I am come to take po.ssession of my right.” The 
minister seized a sword and cut him down.‘ At least he died 
royally. 

ATaung Maung was miserable. He had sjjent most of his 
life in a monastery, and tiow' that he w'as put in possession 
of the palace, he tried to induce his seniors to take the crow'n, 
recalling them from the villages in which they had been made 
to live for the .sake of his predecessors .safety.- He gave them 
precedence and pressed them each in turn to relieve him of the 
kingship. They all suspected some deep device, and refused. 
But soon they .saw there w'us no need to fear him, and after 
seven days on his unhappy throne he w'as executed by one who 
had many faults but was not a puppet. 

This was Bodawpaya, the .senior of Alaungpaya’s surviving 
.son.s. Alaungpaya had expressed the w'ish that he should be 
succeeded by his .sons in turn, and Hsinbyu.shin had disregarded 

' Symes 95. 

- Sangermatw 53. They were the three surviving sons of Alaungpaya, see 
lA 1892 Temple “ The Order of Succession in the Alompra Dynasty.” 
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that wish by nomiiiatin|;j his own son Singu. Half the palace 
plots which were the bane of Burma proceeded from the lack 
of any clear law of succession. The king nominated whom he 
liked, sometimes a son, sometimes a brother, his choice being 
subject to only one restriction — that the nominee be born of a 
queen, not of a concubine. 


BODAWPAYA 1782-1819 at once enforced the Massacre 
of the Kinsmen (p. 338), making a clean sweep of his rivals, 
with their followers, servants, and children. Singu’s queens 
and his lesser ladies had laughed their little day in forest 
glades ; they now laughed no more, for they were burnt alive, 
every one, holding their babes in their arms. 

He rewarded his followers generously, especially Muhathiha- 
thura. But a few months later he found his brother plf)tting 
against him, and among the faction was none other than 
Mahathihathura himself. The shock to the king\s faith was 
such that never again, to the end of his life, did he put his trust 
in mortal man, no not even his nearest kin ; and from that time 
onward he changed his room and his bed daily. ^ All the kiction, 
with their families and attendants, were exterminated ; and 
thus the old general, who had so often led his countrymen to 
victory and had won the greatest of their wars, died tlie death 
of a traitor. 

At the end of the year a minlaung pretender, Nga Myat 
Pt)n, with two hundred wretchedly armed followers scaled the 
palace wall by night, seized the cannon and turned them on the 
palace, firing blank as they could find no ball.- When day 
dawned and it was seen how few they were, they were 
overpowered and cruelly executed. Nga Myat Pon claimed 
to be a prince of the deposed Ava dynasty who to avoid 
captivity among the Talaings had fled to the Shans and Red 
Karens. He was really a native of Mdng Kiing in the Southern 
Shan States, and many of his followers were from Mdng Pai 

* ^mvfcrmano 53. Bodawpaya’s changing his room does not appear to have 
been a palace custom, as it was at Pataliputra (Strabo xv 55). 

- Kouhaimgset 551-5, Sangennano 54, Parlett 44. 
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and Yawnj^hwe. They had plighted their troth with the 
tkwetkauk blood bond at Aungzigon pagoda south Pinya ; 
their plans were matured and their ladders made at Faungga, 
Sagaing district, some of whose people hated the king, as was 
natural in the fief of the slain seven-days king. They were now 
dealt with according to prectxient — the whole population, down 
to irifiints and monks, was burnt alive, the fruit-trees cut down, 
the crops ploughed up, the village burnt and left to relapse into 
jungle. Many officers and men who had failed to detect the 
conspiracy, or to prevent the escalade, or had helj^ed under 
compulsion to fire the blank rounds, were executed. Bodaw pa)';i 
built, on the site of the humble house he had occujMed as 
a junior prince at Sagaing, the Aungmyclawka (Kindawya) 
pagoda, dedicating as slaves such iH:oplc fnjm the Paungga 
locality as had escaped burning, foi* he was a most religious 
king.^ After the Knglish annexation they returned to their 
villages. 

A year after coming to the throne, Bodawpaya moved the 
cay)ital, causing hardship not only to the citizens but also to 
the c(nintry at large which had to pay heavy contributions m 
money and labour. Such hardship W7is justifiable in 17^5 when 
the fno\’e had been from Shwebo, a bad site, to Ava, a go(.id 
site; but now the move was to Amarapura, an indifferent 
site six miles away, and it was undertaken for astrological 
reasons. “ 

One evening in September 1783 three humlrcd Talaings frean 
the Bassein province, armed with swords and bamboo spears, 
suddenly row'cd up to Rangoon at sunset, rushed into the town, 
killed everyone they met, cut the governor’s throat, l)urnt his 
offices, and seized the armoury containing 200 muskets wdth 
ammunition.'* The townsfolk ran up to sec what the fire was, 
and fifty were at once cut down. Many of the rest, with all 
the officials, ran off into the woods, thinking the Talaings more 
numerous than they really were. The Talaings shut the gates, 
patrolled the streets, killed all who would not drink the water 

* Konbaungset 784. 

'^Sangermano 56, Gouger 25, Crawftird 1 . 147. Sangerniano put the city 
]X>pulation at 200,000 ; Crawfurd II. g put Ava at 50,000 in 1826; Mandalay was 
65,000 under Mindoii, Fytche I. 252, 218,000 in 188O (old office files), and 158,000 
in 1922. See p. 139, note “ Shifting Capitals ’* p. 356. 

^ Harigoon was a stockade until 1841 (illustrated at p. 304). See yUHS T(jt 2 
Saya Thcin “ Rangoon in 1852 ” and 1920 Fraser “ Old Rangoon.” 
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of allegiance, and made everyone stay indoors. They maintained 
good order and prevented theft ; they presented the Portuguese 
and Armenians to their minlaung pretender, a young man 
dressed in shining raiment, and compelled them to assist; they 
got no help from the Europuin sliips and were too few to 
compel it. Two days later the Burmese in the woods assembled 
a levy and sent three hundred men who pretended to side with 
tile Talaings and stood under the gates asking to be admitted 
and promising to drink the water of allegiance. The Talaings 
let them in and admini.stered the great oath. The Burme.se 
then stormed the north gate, leaving four hundred casualties on 
the ground, drove the Talaings to the centre of the town, and 
were there checked, for they had no musket.s. But one 
hundred and fifty of their men, led by a Siamese, breaking down 
the west gate with axes, ran up with some muskets, the three 
hundred men who had sworn allegiance suddenly threw off the 
mask, and the Talaings were overfiowered, hunted out from the 
houses, and killed. The Burmese seized the ammunition of 
some European ships lying in the port, and compelled one 
hundred and fifty Europeans and Eurasians to serve; they 
put them in charge of armed parties and left the most im- 
portant points, such as the city gates, in their keeping. Next 
day Talaing reinforcements arrived. The first canoe, arriving 
singly, was sunk by a cannon shot and as her crew, number- 
ing sixty, swam ashore, they were cut down. One hundred 
and twenty men, coming up in two more canoes, were quietly 
allowed to land and were then suddenly set upon and killed. 
The leading prisoners were cros.s-examined, and after confes.s- 
ing the full extent of their plans they were beheaded.' The 
.shore was littered with Talaing corpse.s, a feast for dogs and 
vultures, and the river was bloodstained for a whole day. In 
the next few days scores of Talaing canoes appeared but 
guessed there had been a miscarriage and returned without 
landing. Subsequently twenty-two canoes flying red flags 
brought a great governor. Master of the Royal She-ele[)hants, 
who levied a heavy fine on the townsfolk for their failure 
to prevent the Talaing entry. But before he had left, an even 
greater governor, I^ord of the East Gate of the Palace, arrived 

* A readiness to confess is still noticeable in the less sophisticated parts of the 
country. Beheading with the i/a/r was invariably an instantaneous death, and 
Burmese rulers did not grant it to those who failed to confess. 
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with orders to hold an inq\iiry ; he put the Master of the Royal 
She-elephants into irons, saying he had no authorit\' tc^ levy 
fines for his own benefit, and returned to the cai)ital takiiij;^^ 
with him all officials ; some at least cannot have been responsible 
for the initial surprise, and luul subsequently shown L^reat 
courage and determination, but tliey also were led away in 
fettersd 

An Arakanese, lord Hari, came asking Bodawf)aya lake 
over his distracted country (p. 149), alleging that everyone 
would welcome so noble a ruler. Bodawi)a)a feared the 
Mahamuni image which overshadowtid Arakan with its pro- 
tecting power. He sent spies to report. Fwo of them were 
cjualified in witchcraft ; disguised as monks, they worsliipped 
at the Mahamuni shrine and performed magical rites to 
neutralise the power of the image. At the end of 1 7S4 upwards 
of 30,000 men under the crown prince invaded Arakan in four 
divisions, 'i'he first went by the pass from Pa-aing, Minbu 
district, the second by the pass from Padaung, Prome district, 
the third by the puss from Kyangin, Hen/.ada di.strict, the 
fourth with the guns went by bc»at round Negrais. They 
uniterl on the west coast, swept the Arakanese royal army out 
of Ramrec Island, and camped along the Dalet river north- 
we.st of An, receiving the homage of tlie surrounding country. 
Subsequent fighting took j^lace through the creeks and islands, 
and the Arakanese came out to offer resistance both on land 
and .sea ; but the>' were outnumbered three to one and never 
succeeded in seriously checking the Burmese who occupied the 
capital Mrohaung without difficulty, inflicting wanton cruelties 
on the population," leaving them tied to stakes at low-water 
mark, or burying them up to the chin in fields which they 
then p/roceeded to harrow. ** The king of Arakan had been advised 
by his council to make submission and prc.sent a daughter, but he 
refused to go down to history a.s having disgraced his country 
and he himself led the army. After his rlefeat he fled by boat 
with his harem but was overtaken and brought back a prisoner 
to his own capital. The Burmese constituted Arakan a 
province under a governor at Mrohaung with a garrison of 
several thousand men, having Sandoway, Ramrec and Cheduba 

’ See note “ Administrative Conditions ” p. 357. 

- Symes no. “ Arakanese family tradition. 
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as sub-provinces. They then returned in February 17^5 
the royal family and 20,000 inhabitants ; it was these prisoners 
who introduced ^ inoculation against small-pox, already practised 
in Arakan, into Burma. The captive king was given reasonable 
treatment in the capital till his death a year later, after which 
his. kinsmen were suffered to sink into obscurity and want. 

Among the spoil was a cannon thirty feet long, and the 
thirty bronze images of Ayiithia {p. 183); six survive at 
the Arakan pagoda, Mandalay. Ihis pagoda was built to 
enshrine the Mahamuni image which was now brought from 
near Mrohaung, being the greatest of all the spoil ; Bodawpaya 
himself went forth to meet atid greet it on its way. i hrough 
the long colonnades leading to the pagoda," there used to come 
daily from the Burmese palace, so long as a king reigned there, 
sufiiptuoiis offerings borne in stately procession, marshalled by 
a minister and shaded by the white umbrella. Nowhere, even 
at the Shwedagon or Shwesettaw, is the devotional atmosphere 
more intense. On its first arrival 125 captive Arakanese 
families were dedicated as slaves to the image, and the number 
was subsequently increased. 

In the long gallery are 600 inscriptions, collected by 
Bodawpaya, not for archaeological reasons but because he 
thought the clergy were getting more rent than was their due. 
He therefore instituted a close scrutiny of the inscriptions in 
wliicli pious dedications were recorded, causing copies to be 
made and to be deposited here.** Unfortunately tlic copies 
are freciucntly inaccurate, and many original inscriptions were 
broken or thrown aw^ay on the road by cartmen groaning under 
forced labour, especially when they were pagoda slaves wishing 
to destroy tlie evidence of their bondage. None the less, the 
collection is a veritable mine for the archieologisl, and luckily 
it was from the first entrusted to the care of the Twinthintaikwun 
1726-93, a monk who turned layman before the fall of Ava in 
1752. He was respected for sane speech and integrity, and 
Alaiingpaya made him tutor to Bodawpaya. On becoming 
king, Bodawpaya appointed him Kyiwnn, “Commissioner of 
the Granaries,*’ and gave him many titLs with a jewelled .staff. 

’ Saufrermano 136. -Sec note “ iMahamuni ” p. 3r3. 

•*'J’aIaing plaques ol' circ. 1059 at the Sbwehsandaw, i’roine, are in round 
characlcrr, but it was usually reserved for palm leaf until this reign, when the use 
ot marble for inscriptions became fashionable and led to the disuse of .square 
character. 
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He wrote prose and verse — for instance, Wethandayapyo, 
Zanekapyo, 66 jatakas^ and the t^rt^at Ya/awiiithit history, a 
task for which he was especially qualified by his knowledge of 
the inscriptions in his care. Me died full of years and honours 
at Mingiin while the king was building the pagoda (j). 275), 
on which the old man had written some courtly stanzas. 

Quite a number of other courtiets dabbled in literature, and 
the king encouraged it. Nga y\ung Hpyo wrote verse on 
Kyanzittha and on the China tooth (p. 279) and compiled a 
thamahtg histtny of Jlalin, the ancient Pyii site in Shwebo 
district. Nawadenge, thiigyi of Yuawe in Sadaung, Sagaing 
district, wrote court verse on the royal fiiinily and a nurjigun 
on the Meiktila lake when the king was superintending repairs: 
there in 1796; he received high offices and titles together with 
a jewelled staff and the privilege ot driving uj) to the very gates 
of the palace. In 178 5 IJ Awhatha, a mf)nk, wrote a line prose 
version of the Mahajatiaka sttuyof Biuldiia ; he vvn.>tc it 
at Minhii in his inona.stery, the fjond of which still survives 
under the east side of the r)cj)uly (amimi.ssioncr’s court. One 
of the judges in ho(law|)aya*s court wa.s I.etwethondara who, 
born in 1727, lived until just before the First Anglo-Kurmesc 
War; he had l>een one of tlie secretaries to the JJluttaw 
Council before the fall of Ava, and the Alaungpaya dynasty 
continued to employ him, just as the Kngli.sh government 
continued to (Mnploy bis descendants; his best-known work 
was the poem written in exile (p. 249) but he wrote sin-eral 
other works, such as court verse on the 1767 conquest of Siam, 
the cor<.)Mation of JBodawj)aya, the conqiic.st f)f Arakan in 1785, 
the Mingun pagoda, and a rimed law-book, the Winisaya- 
pakathani dliammathat. ^ 

The king’s scrutiny of inscriptions was only part of a general 
revenue inque-st undertaken in 1784 and again in 1803. It was 
based on the depo.sitions of village headmen all over the country, 
<letailing tlie boundaries of their juri.sdiction, the type of pr<>- 
ciuco, the kind and amount of revenue, and the population in 
each' — the total popiilalion was barely two million (p. 333)- 
Thorcr is no reason to doubt tliat the figures wirre roughly 
accurate atid gave the central government a much better idea 

* 'JHRS 1916 Saya 'Dicin “ Letwethondara ; judge: and pod,’* i9r7 l*o I>yu 
“ \ .study of Ldwt-tliondara’s poem written duiing his exile.” 
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of the country’s resources than it had ever had since 1638, 
when kinjy Thalun had held a similar inquest (p. 194). But, 
like the English Doomsday Book of 1086, it was popularly 
regarded as the instrument of fresh exactions.^ At the 1784 
inquest His Majesty decreed that legal claims should not lapse 
with a change of king or dynasty. The kings often issued 
such decrees and they were as often disregarded. Burma 
possessed the germ of many an institution, crude no doubt but 
scarcely cruder than those in feudal lands ; yet whereas feudal 
lands retained and developed them, Burma could not develop, 
because every change of dynasty, nay even a change of king, 
cancelled existing rights, rendering continuity impossible.^ 

The conquest of Arakan, a thinly populated strip of country 
which had been still further weakened by civil war, convinced 
Bodawpaya that he was destined to be a world conqueror. He 
talked of annexing China and India.^ As a preliminary he 
set forth to annex Siam in 1785-6. He took the field in 
{Jenson, thus giving his armies the immense advantage of unity 
of command, which was seldom attainable by an ordinary 
commander; Shan chiefs, being royalty, took orders from the 
crown alone,'^ The plan of campaign was excellent, over- 
whelming the country from four points simultaneously. One 
army with Shan levies was to sweep down from Chiengmai, 
another would advance up the Ataran river and through Three 
Pagodas Pass in Moulmein district, the third from Tavoy would 
prevent the provinces in the Malay Peninsula from sending 
assistance to the Siame.se king, the fourth was to occupy the 
important trading island of Junkceylon south of Mei^ui district 
and so prevent fire-arms reaching Siam. 

Unfortunately things did not go according to plan. Paya 
Tak was dead but his spirit lived on in his comrade-in-arms, the 
founder of the present Siamese dynasty. The Chiengmai army 
indeed met with some success but everywhere el.se the Burmese 


* Masses of the record for both 17S4 and 1S03 survive on palmleaf and 
parahaik in the Bernard Free Library, Rangrv) . For specimens, see JBRS 
1912 Furnivall “ Matriarchy in Burma ” and 1916, 1918, 1919 “Some historical 
documents." These .specimens mention the regulation whereby foreign ships 
arriving at Rangoon had to land their cannon and rudder ; a similar regulation 
existed in Japan. 

- Forchtunmer “ Jardine Prize ” gi. 

Bang^ermano 58. ^ Oougir 269. 
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were checkmated. The fourth army in war-boats with eleven 
ships, ^ managed by half-caste Portuguese who were seamen of a 
sort, coasted down to Junkceylon, landed and built stockades 
round its northern city Chalang ; the governor had just died, so 
his widow the lady Chan,‘^ and her young sister, took command, 
themselves leading their men in the field with such effect that 
the Burmese withdrew in a month. The third army from 
Tavoy occupied Ligor and was then wiped out. The leading 
divisions of Bodawpaya*s own army met with much the same 
fate before they had advanced far beyond Three Pagodas Pass. 
The men were ham jeered by their absurd cannon, old ship guns 
mounted on cumbrous carriages ; they might have been some 
use if the men behind them had known their work, but the 
generation of French gunners had now passed away. Abandon- 
ing these, his elephants and stores, and leaving his men to their 
fate, Bodawpaya ran for his life to Rangoon w^here he said 
prayers at the Shwedagon pagoda and was comforted by his 
queens.^ The invasion collapsed and he reconsidered his 
decision to annex China and India. 

He kept his throne for thirty-seven years because he was a 
masterful man who never hesitated to punish. But this cam- 
paign discloses the extent of his ability. He persisted in taking 
the field with a huge army which had no transport, as he issued 
orders without allowing time for arrangements to be made. Of 
ccnirse he blamed others, threatening to burn the whole staff, 
and actually carrying out the threat to a certain extent. The 
staff thought he could have won even yet had he persevered, 
for his numbers were overwhelming ; instead, he himself set 
the e.xample of a shameful flight. 

For the next decade he continued to .send armies against 
Siam, [)artly in self-defence, partly in the hoj^e of recovering 
the southernmost Slians who of course went over to the con- 
queror. Itideed, fighting continued intermittently throughout 
mo.st of the reign. In 1803 the Siamese ravaged as far as 
Kenghung and carried away the Kengtung population whole- 
sale to Chiengmai ; many of the.se went collusion, hoping 


^Sytnes in, ii:^. 

-ySvS 1905 Oerini “ Historical retro.spect of Junkceylon island” 6o. 

He also built the Lelkattaung pagoda at Launglon, in Tavoy district, durin<( 
this campaign. 
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for better treatment from the Siamese than they received from 
the Burmese.^ In 1814 the Talaings of Martaban rebelled and 
fled in large numbers to Siam ; Siamese princes of the blood 
were sent to greet them and make arrangements along their 
roiite. In 1809-11 Bodawpaya's forces four times raided the 
Siamese coast villages south of the Isthmus of Kra and landed 
on Junkceylon ; here they sometimes captured a town and 
carried off the population but sometimes were themselves 
captured and carried off into Siam in numbers, the officers 
being executed. But there were no big ('jperations, he never 
regained Chieiigmai, and it was probably well for him that tb** 
Siamese government was comparatively unaggressive. 

riie ravages of his dynasty had reduced parts of Siam to 
a desert’** which sever. ty years later had not yet rccovcretl its 
population.^ There was many an old score for the Siamese to 
repay, and they made extensive slave raids intc) I'enasserim, 
which continued for some mouths after the luiglish occupation 
in 1824. The Burmese retained Tavoy and Mergui ; after the 
1760 conquest (p. 341), when the sSiamese liar! either been killed 
or had run away, these areas Iiad been rej)o|)iiIated by batches 
of people sent down from Burma; but they were too few to 
keep out Siamese raiders, and when they failed, they paid 
homage to Siam, fearing Bodawpaya’s vengeance. Some of 
his garrison commanders were devoted men, and on those who 
were not he would pass orders “Execute them in sucli fashion 
that all who even hear of it will shudder.** * 

The drain on Ui)per as well as Lower Burma wa.s such that 
the framework of society cracked, and bands of bi igands in- 
fest ed the entire realm ; to crown all, the rains failed for several 
seasons in succession; probably 1812 saw the climax of the 
years 1807-16 which are still remcmbcreii in many a northern 
village as a time of terror and starvation. When the condition 
of the people was reported to Bodawpaya, hie said “ \V"e must 
hold the people down by oppression so that they may not dare 
to think of rebellion.’* '' 

The largest number of men in ciiiy one of these 1809-11 
campaigns was on paper 80,000 and in reality 36,000, of whom 

^(tUB II. i. 407, - Aymi)n'ir:r IH. 790. 

"Anderson “ I'ingli.sli intcrcouise with Siiim " S, 3135-';). 

* KonhauH'ffirt 6^8. Saucer tn(ino Si. 
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8,000 died of hunger and disease before striking a blow, since 
no arrangements had been made for supply. When embarked, 
hundreds of them were tied hand and leg, like so many cattle, 
lest they should desert.^ Their line of march from Upper Burma 
resembled that of a hostile army, leaving devastated villages in 
its trail. As a Mycde ie\ y of 1,500 men was slow in coming- 
up, the commandcr-in-chief sent a detachment to punish them ; 
the detachment met the unsuspecting levy on the road, cut 
down a hundred, seized four to five hundred before they could 
run, bound them hand and foot and left them lying at low water 
in a creek where the tide came in and drowned thein. Men de- 
serted wholesale and, unable to return to their villages wl'^ere 
they would have been punished, roamed in bociics over the 
country, living by dacoity. What the army did at Tavoy is not 
on record, but for months after, the town was one long silence, 
for years the fields around were vvhittj with human bones, and, 
prominent among the five lakh.s of gokl and silver loot, was a 
quantity of bangles, chains, and other ornaments of the kind worn 
by women and children. The king was delighted at such prowess 
on the part of his favourite commander until he requested [>er- 
mission to delay his return and spend the rains in Tavoy as he 
was tired with his exertions and overcome with grief at the death 
of a concubine there. The request aroused the king’s suspicions, 
for he prided himself on his penetrating intellect. Indeed, the 
courtiers .said His Majesty posse.s.secl deippa sekku 7 iyany the 
supernatural faculty of perceiving what is going on at the other 
side of the world. This faculty now enabled him to perceive 
the real reason wliy the commander was delaying to retun 1 : he 
was" plotting rebellion. Therefore he sent orders “Roast him 
at a slow fire, taking particular care that none of his bones 
.should ' e broken or dislocated, which might tend to shorten 
his suffi- ngs." Even the commander’s service rivals, who were 
to carry out this order, hesitated, for they admitted that he was 
entirely innocent ; and meanwhile he succeeded in capturing 
a small white elephant in the jungle. Amid the universal rejoic- 
ings which followed, he received a free pardon.- 

Indeed there was no sin so .scarlet but the finding of a white 
elephant would purge it whiter than snow. The chronicles 

^ Crawftivd II. 159. 

- BSPC despatch 25 September 1S12 Cannin^.^ to Kdnion.stone. 
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scarcely deign to mention English missions or the causes leading 
up to the catastrophic war of 1824, but they are full of this 
sacred quadruped. Like the king, he was a living sacrament 
and together they shared some mysterious divinity, it had 
ever been thus, and when the Buddha became incarnate of the 
lady Maya, the annunciation took the form of a white elephant. 
Red» black, and spotted elephants were all valued, but the white 
elephant was in a class by himself. Of course he was only 
technically white, and it needed a trained eye to diagnose him ; 
whoever did so and captured him, was ennobled. Bringing him 
from the jungles to the palace was a triumphal procession. It 
might be an arduous task, for he sometimes resisted his 
worshippers and destroyed the crops ; but the royal aesthete, 
with a commendable disregard of earthly dross, would exclaim 
“ What signifies the destruction of ten thousand baskets of rice 
compared with the possession of a white elephant?” At every 
halt on his way, a gorgeous pavilion w(juld be erected, and 
crowds flocked to kneel and adore. Arrived at the capital, 
he was given a separate court of his own, with minister and 
secretary, and fiefs for his support. If the revenue from these 
fiefs was diminished, the king would write him an apologetic 
letter in his own royal hand, explaining the circumstances. A 
Guards detachment was on duty at his palace, the king himself 
made offerings and paid him reverence, he was bathed every 
day in scented water, all his ves.sels were of pure gold, dancers 
danced to him, and palace singers sang him to sleep. No milk 
save human milk was good enough for him, and every morning 
twenty nursing mothers waited on him in a row. His trappings 
were of finest silk, bosses of .solid gold studded with rubies and 
emeralds hung all over his body, his tusks and his feet were 
ringed with gold, and his forehead bore a gold plate recording 
his voluminous Pali titles. He alone, with the king, was 
entitled to the white umbrella. If he sickened, the king might 
sicken ; if he died, the king might die — nay, the whole country 
might come to ruin ; therefore his death caused universal 
consternation and plunged the land into mourning ; if a male, 
he was buried with the ritual of a king, if a female, with the 
ritual of a (pieen. He might live sixty years in his palace, 
unless he died prematurely of eating too many sweets from the 
hands of his adorers.^ 

^ See note ** White elephant ” p. 361. 
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Bodawpaya repaired the embankments of the Nanda, 
Aungbinle and Maungmagan lakes in Mandalay district, and 
of the Meiktila lake. The last involved forced labour by levies 
dragged from the Shan states, Arakan, and the Talaing country. 
He first came to Meiktila in 1785, staying at the Nandawgon 
hillock near the present courthouse. During his stay he cast 
his eye on the daughter of the myoihiigyi Nga Kyu who, un- 
willing to give her up, said she was a leper. The king built a 
three storied monastery, Nga Kyu a two storied one. The king 
scented the falsehood and perceived that the building of the rival 
monastery was high treason ; with that punning allusiveness 
which struck the courtiers as so exquisite, he murmured the 
adage c7^||o8^cSiioq||icjGSqooq|^c©§&i “Cut down the kyu [reed], let, 
not the stump remain.” Thereupon Nga Kyu, his daughter, 
and the whole family w'ere exterminated in the most correct 
manner. Their broad acres, requiring i ,ooo baskets of seed, 
with their 51 serfs, escheated to the crown, according to the 
law whereby the king seized the property of people he con- 
demned in person — wealth was not always an enviable pos- 
session,^ 

Occasionally he executed Burmese heretics,- and he built 
pagodas by the dozen, tlie largest being the Mingun pagoda 
in Siigaing district This was to stagger humanity by its 
vastiiess. He hirn.self frefjuently superintended the work 
1790-7, camping on an island in the river and taking great 
pride in the leaden image-vaults which were his own idea. 
Thagyamin, the King of the Spirits, aided in the construction 
of these, sending angels to forward the work during the night ; 
doubtless the miracle was as genuine as those which occur 
previously in the chronicIe.s, but an observer*' who was not 
gifted witii the eye of faith noted that tlie angels mu.st have used 
artificial light, for melted wax, such as mortals use for caudles, 
lay all over the slabs. The king en.shrined many treasures 
beyond price, also bits of coloured glas.s, and a genuine soda- 
water machine. The chin the gryphon images were 95 feet 
high, their eyeballs were 13 feet in circumference, and the 


^ Gihaon 51, Cf Cox 342. 

- Stinger mano Sg. 

Cox 108. 
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height of the pagoda was to be 500 feet. But when it reached 
a third of this height, a prophecy arose, “ The pagoda is finished 
and the great country ruined !” Now there had been precisely 
the same prophecy in 1274 when Narathihapate built the 
Mingalazedi pagoda (p. 63) and, lo! the Chinese overthrew 
the kingdom. Bodawpaya therefore abandoned the construction. 
The great bell, weighing 80 tons, is the second largest in the 
world, and the pagoda enjoys the distinction of being the 
biggest heap of shoddy in existence. 

During his stay at Mingun he was struck with a revelation 
that he was god ; he opened his golden mouth and announced 
amid impressive silence that he was Arimittiya, the coming 
Buddha. But there are limits to the power of the most 
portentous potentate : the clergy were adamant in their 
opposition. The ro3^al hermit pined for the luxury of his 
palace and the society of his ladies ; before long the beatific 
vision faded and he came down to earth again. ^ 

Indeed scepticism seized him for a time. It is human to 
doubt, and still more human to be jealous of the clergy, who 
received more liomage than befitted subjects. He directed that 
their title Pongyi, “The Great Glory,” should cease, for he 
alone was glorious. He thought them too numerous, caused 
inquiry to be made, found them lazy and ignorant, and issuc<l 
orders that stricter examination should be made into the 
attainments of heads of monasterie.s. His orders were carried 
out in so fiir as the confiscation of certain church lands was 
concerned, but for the rest, the crown prince saw that nothing 
so alarming as a real change was made. His Majesty had been 
shocked at the primate’s inability to solve his metaphysical 
conundrums, and began to think there must be something 
wrong with Buddhism. He heard that Mahomedans would 
die rather than eat pork ; if that were true, there must be some 
reality in their faith and it might be worth adopting. He 
summoned the maulvis of Amara[)ura to the palace where pork 
was laid before them and they w^ere commanded to eat. They 
looked at the pork, they looked at the king, they thought 

^ Saiiffermam 6r, cf. pp. 182, 241 abovtt. Paya Tak (p. 260) was being 
worshipped as a Buddha when he was assassinated, and “ ISuddha that is to be ” 
sometimes occurs in the style of the Siamese royal house. There arc living 
iBuddlias In Tibet. 
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of the executioners sword outside, and — they ate the pork. 
So evidently there was nothing in Mahoniedanism and His 
Majesty continued to build pagodas. Sometimes he would 
break out into eccentricities and queer superstitions, but they 
were checked by his natural shrewdness.* 

In 1785 he had two new golden heads of the Mahagiri 
Nat spirits made for the shrine at Fopa Hill (p. 16), and in 
1813 he replaced them with larger head.s, weighing 2^ lb.-* 
Cingalese religious missions had for some time past gone 
to Siam, thinking that religion was purest there; but in 1802 
and 1812 they came to Ihirma. The 1S02 mission was of 
some importance. Kirti Siri Raja Singha, king of Ceylon 
1748-78, had introduced a system whereby ordination was 
restricted to the agricultural caste; the h^wer caste.s wore 
indignant and some of their novices came to Burma where 
Bodawpaya gave them audience and, amid a scene of great 
mag'nificcnce, himself presented them to the primate for 
ordination ; they returned to Ceylon taking with them some 
Burmese monks and a letter from the Burmese primate to the 
Cingalese primate. The Burmese monk.s were five in number, 
a full chapter, and on their arrival they proceeded to make 
further ordinations so that in Ceylon to-(la\' their successors 
are known as the Ainarapura school, which protests against 
caste distinctions in the order and is separate from the older 
body, known as the Siam school.’* 

In r8 lo the king sent lords and Brahmans to Buddhagaya 
in Bengal,' They went by the An l^iss to Arakan and thence 
tlu'ough Chittagong, bearing rich offerings with wliich they 
worship} )ed the Holy Tree after s})riiikling it with scented 
water. They brought back detailed drawings and plans of the 
tree, together with little models of the })agoda, images, some of 
the sacred earth, and two shoots from off the Tree. The images 
were kept in a chapel in the palace, and the shoots, plante<l in 
the sacred earth, were ke}jt in two jewellerl })ots on the north- 
west of the Pahtodawgyi {)agoda which the king was building 
at Amara})ura. 

' Sanfrermnno g'*, Co.v 230, (louger gb-ioo, Crait-ftird I. 399. 

IGUU I. ii 2r. 

'' Hardy yzy \ 224, 246^ despatch of 4 March 1812 from (lovernor- 

General to Court of Directors, para 29 (PP 17). 

* Konlkiiiiigsef 749-54. 
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In 1813 Judson, with the saintly and heroic lady who was 
his wife, arrived in Burma where, with small beginnings, they 
founded the great American Baptist Mission. They came by 
accident, for they had left America intending to work in India, 
but they were at once ejected from India by the British Govern- 
ment which then discouraged missionaries on the ground that 
they would stir up religious strife and ex» >se government to 
the charge of favouring its own creed. Although the king 
when granting the Judsons audience cor Lomptiiously flung their 
tracts to the ground, he passed no ordet against them ; although 
they met with petty opposition from • le nurnks, they met witli 
nothing but protection from siiccessiv governors of Rangoon 
and with the most charming courtesy from the governcu's’ wiv^es ; 
and when, some years later, they underwent what may fairly 
be called martyrdom, it was for political not for religious 
motives.^ 

Bodawpaya punished with death the rlrinking of intoxicants, 
the smoking of opium, and the killing of any large animal, 
as an ox, or bufkilo; and when he was in a really devout 
mood be would make drinkers drink boiling lead.- In the 
provinces governors contented themselves with decapitation, 
but it was inflicted ev'en for selling li(|uor, and sex was no 
exemption. The clergy would sometimes intervene, and their 
robes, flung over a criminal when he was kneeling under the 
executioner’.s uplifted sword, were so absolute a reia'iove tiuit 
government usually took steps to prevent their attendance ; a 
person thus pardoiied, for this or worse offences, became the 
monk’s slave and had to dress in white, take vows, and serve 
the monastery.'^ 

Diplomatic intercourse with China resulted from the peace 
terms of 1769, It was the first time the Burmese made a 
serious effort to maintain regular foreign relatio!is, and the results 
were wholly to the good, smoothing out the friction that was 
always arising on the disorderly frontier. Cliina sent missions 

* Way land. Ihe king who granted them -..jdience was Bagyidaw, Mrs^ 
Judson 231. 

‘ Saiigermano 68, Gouger 278. See note ** Drink” p. 314. 

T/-* 1891 Cordier “ Les Fran9ais en Birmanie” 13. The monks would even 
attack the ministers of justice with sticks, Sangermano 97. In 1837 their threats 
so enraged a judge that he forthwith executed, for petty theft, two boys whom he 
had all along intended to reprieve, McLeod and Richardson 129. 



CHINESK EMBASSIES 


279 


to Burma in 1787, 17^0, 1795, 1796, 1822 ; and Burma to China 
in 1782, 1787, 1792, 1823. As a result of the 1787 embassies 
the Chinese extradited a fugitive Bhamo sazubwa, and the two 
countries began to release some of the surviving prisoners of 
the war. In 1790 the Burmese restored some Chinamen they 
had captured in Siam. In his 1796 embassy the Emperor 
announced his abdication, asking Burma to recognise his son. 
In their 1792 embassy the Burmese sent patents of nobility 
with the usual gold phylacteries to various Chinese dignitaries, 
and an enormously long Pali title for the Emperor; their en- 
voys came back with a great seal bearing Chinese characters 
and shaped like a camel ; the king hesitated to accept it lest he 
should thereby admit investiture from China^ but its value- - 
three inss (10 lb.) of solid gold — decided him to retain it, while 
carefully omitting the fact from his chronicles. Some of his 
letters were studiously curt, but the limperor none the less per- 
sisted in regarding him as a vassal. In many cases the Chinese 
embassies were provincial not imperial, but sometimes they wen* 
magnificent cavalcades of 400 horsemen, headed by (iuards 
officers. Three of the Burmese embassies actually reached 
Pekin after a five months’ journey and came home with a detailed 
itinerary and a glowing account of how gracious the lunperor 
had been, how he had insisted on hearing a Burmese banrf, 
how he had feasted them day and night with theatres, wdiat a 
w'onderful city it was, how they had been carried round in sedan 
chairs to see the sights, what dresses the mandarins wore, etc., 
etc. The rnonarchs exchanged devotional images before which 
they had themselves worshipped. The king would send the 
Emperor elephants, ivory by the hundred w^eight, English 
piecegoods and carpets, ivory helmets studded with rubies and 
sapphires, Pagan lacquer boxes, jewelled rings and peacock tails. 
The Emperor would send the king fans, dwarf gardens, horses, 
tea sets, fur jackets lined with yellow silk, and /o mules which 
the Burmese believed to be prolific. But the best of all was 
the 1790 Chinese mission which brought a Buddha tooth and 
three ladies for the royal harem. The acquisition of the tooth 
showed Bodawpaya that he was a greater king than Anawrahta 
1044-77 who had failed to obtain the tooth from China. And 
as for the ladies, were they not princesses of the Imperial Hou.se 
of China ? Was not the Emperor his vassal and did he not 
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admit it by sending tribute of his own granddaughters? He 
failed to realise that they were ordinary Yiinnanese girls.^ 

Before returning with his army from Arakan, the crown 
prince had made all headmen take out appointment orders 
under the Burmese seal, and had scattered outposts throughout 
the land ; thus there were 300 men in Sandoway, 500 at 
Ramree and a few thousand at Mrohaung.- But from the ver>' 
first year, I7^5i there had been continual disorder; it was 
no unusual thing for a Burman outpost to have to run for 
their lives ; terrible reprisals were exacted but the trouble 
continued. 

f he Arakanese had every excuse ; they were rebelling not 
against government but against tyranny.^ They would be 
called in to the various garrison headquarters on the pretext of 
disarming them, and when they arrived the Burmese would 
round them up and massacre them. Quite apart from revenue 
exactions — even infants were not exempt from poll-tax — there 
were continual exactions of human cattle. Sometimes three 
hundred youths would be packed off to wait in the palace at 
Amarapura, having tattocd on their arms the fact that they 
were sent in lieu of revenue. Sometimes men vv^ould be called 
up in crowds across the passes to pay homage to the Lord 
White Elephant. 3,000 were requisitioned to work on the 
Meiktila lake reconstruction, and none returned. 6,000 were 
dragged away in [790 to serve against C'hiengmai, where they 
died of disease in number.s. 

When, in 1797, the Burmese came demanding 2,000 more 
to make bricks and work on the Mingun pagoda, village after 
village beat the war-drum and the people rose wholesale ; their 
principal leader was Nga Chin Pyan (Kingberring), lord myosa 
of Sindin in Akyab district, who up to thi.s time had served the 
Burmese. Year in, year out, the fighting never ceased, while 
tlicmsands fled to Chittagong in British territory where taxation 

^ See note “ Chinese embassies p. 362, The tooth, enclosed in five Utile 
metal pagodas, fitting one inside the other, was ensh -ned in the Mingun pagoda 
(P. 275 )- 

'The occupation led to the An Pass fsom Minim district being put into repair. 
In t8i6 seven hundred men were employed upon it and every traveller was re- 
quired, in lieu of toll, to carry tools and do some repairs during his journey. 
[GUB II. i. s.v. “ Aeng 

’^Nga Me; Dinnyamadi Yazawinlhit 253, 260; San Hhive Bit, 
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was reasonable and a man could go to bed at night with- 
out wondering whether his throat would be cut in the morn- 
ing by order of some official. Arakan liad never been 
populous, and now it became a desert ; the towns were tle- 
serted and overgrown with jungle, and there was nothing 
to be seen but “ utter desolation . . . morass, pestilence and 
death.” ' 

Among the refugees were fierce spirits who used British 
territory as a base for fresh attacks on the Burmese. The 
handful of British officers at Chittagong and their native sub- 
ordinates, unacquainted with the Magh language, could not keep 
in touch with their plans or movements, and the Bengali police 
were not equal to the control of men so much more energetic 
than themselves.- The frontier was wild jungle with little 
population ; in such places even modern government finds 
difficulty in exercising control, and under eighteenth -century 
conditions half a dozen raids could be hatched before the 
Chittagong magistrate knew anything about it. 

But the Burmese never gave him a chance to know any- 
thing al)<)ut it. In 1794 one of their governors marched 5,000 
men across the frontier, the Naaf river, and stockaded himself 
well inside British territory, neither knowing nor caring that 
this in itself was a casus belli ; the king's orders were that 
ht; was not to return without three fugitive Arakanese lords. 
A battalion of wliite troops, with sepoys and artillery, was at 
once dcspatclicd from Calcutta and camped against the Burmese 
stockade. The Bunnan governor at first bluffed, but finally 
called on the English major-general explaining that he must 
have the three fugitives as they were dacoits with a long record 
of crime and he would never evacuate British territory until he 
had tlicm. However, he consented to w'ithdraw on receiving 
assurances that full inquiry would be made; soon after his 
withdrawal, the three fugitives were classed as dacoits and 
handed over to him, and the inciflent closed.^ The three men 
were as much patriots as dacoits ; on the way to Amarapura one 
of them slipi^ed his leg-irons and escaped at Hsinbyugyun, Minbu 
district; the other two, brought before the king's minister, 

’ Paper of intelligence from Cox's Bazaar dated 20 October 1823, in BSPC. 

’Robertson 19. ''^Symes 120. 
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defied him to his face and dared him to do his worst ; he did 
it, and one of them, Nga Po Lon, the lord of Ramree, spent 
sixty hours iii dyiiig.^ 

Ini 798 a horde of terrified Arakanese poured into Chittagong 
as a result of Nga Chin Pyan’s unsuccessful revolt ; Cox’s Bazaar, 
a sub-divisional headquarters, is populated mainly by their 
descendants, and takes its name from l.ieutenant Cox who was 
sent to suj)ervise them and prevent a foorl shortage. A Burmese 
force failed to recover them but stockaded itself miles inside the 
English frontier, and drove off a police battalion with considerable 
loss. The king sent an envoy to Calcutta telling the Viceroy 
to deliver up his ungrateful “slaves” (i.e. subjects) who had 
dared to run away from his beneficent rule. The Viceroy 
replied that this could not be done but they would be pre- 
vented from making raid.s. The king thereupon threatened 
immediate war but nothing happened ; to him the refusal 
to surrender rebels was an act of plain hostility. But 
for centuries it has been the boast of Anglo-Saxon govern- 
ments that, while they will surrender criminal refugees, 
they will never surrender political refugees even to their I)est 
ally. In the present case it was increasingly evident that most 
of the fugitives were not even political refugees but simply 
harmless people fleeing from death ; as the years went by there 
came to be .some 50,000 of them — it was little short of a racial 
migration.- 

In 1811, however, the Burme.se had just cause of complaint, 
as Nga Chin Pyan, after taking refuge in Chittagong, again 
broke out in Burmese territory. He made several raids, each 
time returning into difficult hill country inside British territory , 
once he overran the whole of Arakan, wiping out the Burme-se 
garrisons save at Mrohaung. After this the English wa.shed 
their hands of him ; he had abused their hospitality and they 
now captured his principal officers, deported them to Dacca, 
set on his head a price of Rs. 5,000 (equivalent to half a lakh 
nowaday.s), harried him with their troops, and invited Burmese 


^ Dinnyateadi Yazmvinihit 25g. 

~ Passim ^ e.g. para. ^ of despatch dated g March i8i2 from Governor^General 
to Court of Directors (PP 26) ; incidentally para. 1 1 altribute.s an infraction of 
territory to the Burmese troops having no pay or food and being driven to forage 
across the frontier ; hut they were also burning villages. 
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armies to cross the frontier and hunt him down ; hut although 
he was thus prevented from doing more harm, he was still at 
large when, to everybody's relief, he died in 1815. For seventeen 
years he had led his people gallantly, the most famous of all the 
insurgents ; but he never had a chance, because he could rely on 
the other leaders for nothing save to fail him, out of jealousy, at 
the critical moment. The facilities given by the English should 
have sufficed to show their good faith, and possibly some of the 
Burmese officers who met tliem understood this ; but the court 
did not, and merely saw in these facilities proof that the English 
were trembling in their shoes before the dazzling glory and 
power of the Golden Throne. 

Manipur relapsed into civil war and Marjit .Singh, one of 
the princes, brought in the Burmese who invatled the country 
in 1812-13 and, alter heavy fighting in which some of the 
commanders were killed, set him on the throne and vvere 
rewarded with the cession of the Kabaw valley. 

The Ahom Shan kingdom of Assam, with capital at Rangpur 
in Sibsagar district, extended along the Bnihmaputra river from 
Goalpara in the west to Sadiya in the east. It was in a state 
of dissolution and in 1805, at the recpiest of some rebels, the 
Burmese twice marched into tlie country but were bribed and 
withtirew. Later a governor, who had plotted against one of 
the best, ministers who ever ruled Assam, tied to Calcutta ; there 
he failed to get English assistance but fell in with a Burmese 
envoy who listened to his tale and took him to Amarapura. 
Bodawpaya gave him audience and in 1816 sent 8,000 men to 
Jorhat in Sibsagar district ; on the way they picked up Manipur 
and Hukong levies so that they were 16,000 strong when they 
entered Assam, overcame resistance, and reinstated the governor : 
they then withdrew taking a large subsidy, fifty elephants, sacred 
things such as Ganges water, and also a girl whom they accepted 
as a daughter of the Ahom raja for Bodawpaya's harem.^ 

In 1795 English began to ser\d embassies to Burma. 

^Gait 218-23, Konbaungset 781. She had, allotted tor her support, some 
of the 500 Assamese who settled near Bhaiiio under the brother of a Burmese 
nominee to the throne of Assam ; this colony still exists, its numbers having 
been fed by compatriots bought in Bhamo market from Chin slave raiders. 
There are Burmese villages in Lakhimpur and Sibsagar districts, Assam, 
founded by prisoners taken in the 1824 evacuation ; their people are great 
brewers and smugglers of country spirit, wear Burmese dress, and are visited 
by monks who come from Busma via the Hukong valley. 
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Previously they had sent none, for envoys such as Baker 
(p. 225) were mere concession seekers. The immediate cause 
of these embassies was the expansion of Burma in Arakan, but 
the ultimate cause was the world situation. England was at 
death grips with France. Two generations of naval warfare 
so depleted her oak forests that access to teak forests became 
increasingly important. Rangoon was one of the shipbuilding 
centres of the East, and many of the merchant ships which 
provisioned England during the struggle, though built in 
Calcutta, were built of Burma teak.^ Suffren, the greatest of 
French admirals, after holding the eastern seas from 1781 to 
1784, told his government that Burma was the country through 
which the English might be attacked with most advantage.'^ 
His government never occupied Burma because they were too 
fully occupied elsewhere, and not having command of the .seas 
they could not regain their lost empire in the East ; but they 
wished to do .so, and might succeed in doing so ; they had 
wrested the command of the .seas from England in 1779, for a 
short time only it is true, but that short time had .sufficed for 
America to win her independence ; what harl happened before 
might happen again, and the English took steps to counteract 
even the feeblest French efforts in the East Thus, they hunted 
down the French privateers which occasionally used the Burmese 
ports and sold muskets to the king;’* and they intercepted the 
correspondence which passed between Indian kings and the 
French Republic. 

Burma knew nothing of international affairs save through 
bazaar rumour and through tlic tales, usually anti-English 
propaganda, of Armenian and Mahomedan merchants who 
knew little of the French but thought that anything was 
preferable to the East India Company’s mf»nopoIy. Burma 
never .succeeded in getting into real communication with the 
French, but .she sent embassies to Indian kings with a view to 
making a combined attack on the Engli.sh. Thus in 1813 the 
king talked of making a pilgrimage to Buddhagay;i and Benares 
attended by 40,000 men; and in 1807, ’08, ’13, '17, ’20, ’23 
he sent to northern India missions consisting of lords and 


* See note “ French and shipbuilding ** p, 353. ® Bayfield x. 

® Bayfield xxiii, xxviii ; Cox 145 ; Craivfnrd I. 
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Brahmans who went as far as Delhi and Lahore if not to 
Peshawar and elsewhere ; they collected sacred books, relics, and 
Hindustani girls whom they presented to the king as daughters 
presented in homage by Indian rajas. When the English, who 
had at first given them facilities for pilgrimage, found that the 
pilgrims were communicating with king:, such as the Mahratta 
Confederacy, they stopped them and sent them back.^ In any 
case they usually came a year or so late, after their intended 
allies had been crushed. 

The English missions from 1795 onwards, being political 
and no longer commercial, were on a superior scale, with 
imperial officers, sepoy escorts, and rich presents. The first 
was that of Captain Symcs in 1/95 J secure 

the relca.se of British subjects from exactions other than 
legal port dues, to ask that ships suffering from stress of 
weather be given the treatment usual among civilised nations 
instead of being conffscated (p. 205), to open up diplomatic 
relations, and to secure the establishment of an English 
political agent at Rangoon. He secured all the.se by a paper 
which he imagined to be a treaty, but the king regarded it 
as a mere grant and failed to ob.serve its terms. Symes was 
permitted to look at the king on his throne but was not granted 
audience ; and he gained pcrmi.ssion to go to Amarapura only 
by threatening to withdraw with the presents which the king 
was desirous of receiving. The shortness of his stay rendered 
his impressions superficial. A pachyderm, he saw everything 
couleiir de rose, overestimating the population by 400 per cent, 
and the sanity of the court by considerably more. If his account 
had been only a travel book, this w^ould not have mattered ; but 
it was an official report, and seriously misled his government. 

His successor, the Rangoon political agent Captain Cox, 
was sent in 1797 to ask that a Burmese embassy might go to 
Calcutta. The king kept him waiting nine month.s, partly on a 
sandbank at the Mingun pagoda construction camp, but granted 
audience and actually spoke to him with his own golden lips. 
The mission was a complete failure, none of its objects being 
achieved, and Cox brought back such an ama/.ing account, so 
utterly at variance with Symcs*, that the Government of India 
thought he must be ill and overwrought, or perhaps he had 

^ Bayfield xxxvi-vii ; PP S7, 106. 
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made some mistake; they wrote to the king saying they 
regretted that the envoy had failed to give satisfaction, and 
that they proposed sending another officer who would prove 
more satisfactory. 

The next envoy, in 1802, was the redoubtable Symes 
himself ; but he was treated in exactly the same way as Cox, 
being put ofi' from day to day for three months, half of which he 
was made to live on an island where corpses were burnt and 
criminals were executed ; he did not write a book this time. 

The last missions were those of Captain Canning in 1803, 
*09 and Vii. At royal audiences, the king pointedly talked 
about His Britannic Majesty only, avoiding reference to the 
Viceroy ; it was beneath his dignity to mention a viceroy. A 
prince-minister said ^ to Canning “ You see how difficult you 
make it for us by coming from a viceroy only. His Majesty 
is longing to enter into the closest alliance, but how can he do 
so unless proposals come from your king himself? Look at 
all the years you have wasted by failing to realise this little 
technicality. I hear you are at war with the French. Now 
just think, if only you had come from your king himself, the 
whole business could have gone through at once and we would 
have done everything to help you. Indeed I would probably 
have led the army myself, and I would have conquered France 
for you by now*’ — this was a few months after Wagram. 

It was natural that Bodawpaya should disregard the Viceroy 
and insist on dealing only with His Britannic Majesty as king 
to king, for had he been told that His Britannic Majesty heard 
of him, if at all, only as one among other rajas in the Farther 
East, he would not have believed it. And as the years went 
by, and still the English sent no ambassador from their king, 
there grew up at court a mass of silent resentment. The only 
kind of viceroy the king of Burma knew was his own provincial 
governors; indeed, he usually referred to the Viceroy of India 
as Bengalamyosa. No doubt the viceregal governor of Rangoon 
was one viceroy and the Viceroy of India was another; but 
quite apart from the fact that the Rangoon viceroy was officially 
styled nga kynn, “my slave,” and was sometimes treated as 
such, being sent to the palace in chains and pegged out in the 


^ Year 1810, Bayfield xxx. 
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sun, he ruled over little more than a district, and he possessed 
no sovereign powers such as the power of making peace and 
war. The Viceroy of India possessed these powers and was 
treated as an equal by mightier monarchs with longer pedigrees 
than the king of Burma. 

On his third deputation, Canning refused to leave Rangoon 
and attend court unless reasonable conditions were assured. 
The king therefore ordered the governor of Rangoon to send 
him up in fetters ; but the governor’s staff could not keep a 
secret and Canning escaped out of the governor’s reach on to 
his ship, the Company’s light cruiser Malabar guns). The 
very officers who had tried to catch him now came alongside 
and, nothing a.shamed, asked to be shown over her; so the 
gangway sentries passed them and they swarmed over her 
white decks chattering with delight at the compact power of 
the first warship they had ever seen. 

Living in a seaport, the governor was less afflicted with 
parochialism than the court, and apologised to Canning for the 
way he had to behave under orders, adding “Our king is 
absolute. His commands must be unre.servedly obeyed and he 
disregards the forms and usages of all nations. Indeed, Captain, 
between ourselves, I sometimes wonder whether His Majesty 
is quite right in the head, for they say in the i’alace he does 
things which entirely indicate a disordered mind.”^ 

In despair at Canning’s escape, the governor said “ I wi.sh 
you would let my men fire a few shots at you — no offence 
intended, of course, but you see I really mu.st be able to con- 
vince His Majesty that 1 made a desperate effort to capture 
you ! ” When the news that Canning had sailed away reached 
the king, he ordered the governor to be sent up in chains, and 
the collective wisdom of the Hluttaw Council was exercised in 
selecting an appropriate method of execution . O n the whol c, they 
inclined to the view that the best method was to crucify him 
on a raft in seven fathoms of water at the mouth of the Rangoon 
river so that his bod)^ might float to Bengal and show the 
Viceroy the result of disobedience to royal orders. But while 
the Hluttaw was debating the que.stion, a courtier distracted 
the king’s attention with some fine new presents and at last so 


‘ BSPC despatch 25 September 1812 Canning to Edmonstone. 
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pacified him that instead of executing the governor he trans- 
ferred him to Dal la. ^ 

After this the Vicerw sent no more embassies and, when- 
ever he wished to address the king, wrote a letter to the 
viceregal governcjr of Rangoon. To be appreciated, these 
embassies 1795-1811 must be studied in detail A great bone 
of contention was the shoe question. English officers never 
made any difficulty about taking off their .shoes in the palace 
and kneeling in the king’s pre.scnce; even in 1826 when the 
court was beaten to the dust, Havek^k and his officers from 
the victorious army bowed thrice of their own accord when the 
opening gates revealed the palace, took off their shoes at the 
foot of the great stairs, and of course addressed the king on 
their knees though the}^ neither took off their shoes nor knelt 
to their own king.- But before 1826 the court was not content ; 
it wished envoys to run barefoot and bareheaded in the sun 
along the roads, grovelling at every corner of the walls, at every 
spire. They would keep an envoy waiting two months and 
then ostentatiously admit within a few days of arrival what 
they called a French einba.ssy, consisting of an American who 
had escaped from Calcutta jail, and two ha!f-ca.stes, all three 
dragged off a French merchant ship by some minister and 
compelled to dress up and appear at court as if they were 
French ambassadors, while all the time they were astonished 
out of their minds and were trying to avoid the farce which 
they feared might have serious consequences.'* A minister 
would invite an envoy on to his house, swearing he loved him 
as a brother, begging him on no account to remove Iu*s shoes, 
but when he came that night, dressed in full regimentals, he 
would be kept waiting two hours in the hall amid a crowd of 
village petitioners and would have to return without seeing his 
host ; or a minister would pass him several times and deliberately 
look away so as not to see him. The king would ask for some 
rupees and a coining machine from Calcutta, as he was thinking 
of introducing a coinage into his dominions ; when the rujiees 
arrived, containing 17 pev cent. al?'j/ for har(liie.ss* sake as is 
usual, the king returned the gift saying he could allow only 
pure silver to circulate in his dominions ; and then he proceeded 

^ BSPC despatch 5 February 1813 Canning to Adam. 

‘^Havelock 350. See p. 336 below. Year 1S02, Bayfield xxiv. 
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to pay English claims in silver which was 25 per cent or 
40 per cent alloy. One day they would tell the envoy that 
they were going to present him with two elephants, the next 
that he must buy his own boats for departure. He would learn 
that the king was himself about to accompany him to Rangoon 
and instal him as resident ; the next moment, he was near 
being arrested as a hostage for the surrender of the Arakanese 
refugees, or was asked to drink the water of allegiance as he 
might be plotting against His Majesty. The king would go 
into raptures over the presents such as an English coach, or 
beg for the env^oy’s own hat, and put it on saying delightedly 
“See! This is a high proof of the envoy \s regard for me. He 
could not do more for his own king! and when his son the 
prince asked for it he would say “No, no! The hat is not for 
you, it is for me alone.’* The envoy would be invited, as a 
great delicacy, to see an exhibition of fireworks in which scores 
of deserters were to be burnt in the wheels. Sometimes he 
would be ignored for weeks; then suddenly half a dozen great 
personages would call on him with the utmost affability asking 
him to get the Viceroy to obtain a Buddha tooth from Ceylon ; 
or perhaps they had discovered that he had some more presents 
to give them. One day they would tell him that he must pay 
large bribes to get an audience, the next that the king was 
longing to .see him, the third that they wondered he was still 
here, why had he not left long ago ? One day it would be 
announced that an army was about to march against England ; 
another, the whole population of Rangoon, headed by the 
governor, would stampede into the woods because a pilot 
.schooner with de.spatches for the envoy had appeared in the 
river, carrying two tiny cannon w^ithout ammunition. In the 
morning men would set about arresting the envoy; in the 
evening, the governor of Rangoon would send an urgent 
message asking him to come and stand beside him and show 
his face to calm the town which was on the verge of revolt 
— this, from a viceregal governor in his own headquarters 
surrounded by his guards. A governor would ask the envoy 
to come and receive the bullion paid by the king in settlement 
of some shipping dispute ; and when he came, the governor 
would say “ There it is, you may have it, but you must not 
take it away.” An envoy wrote : — 

19 
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Surely, never had poor diplomatic wight such a strange crew to deal 
with as has fallen to my lot, ignorant of the first principles of government, 
policy, or politeness, and their words, actions, and sentiments, 
continually at variance ; detesting, backbiting, and undermining 
each other, yet occasionally combining to perplex me. ... A man 
had great need of patience in dealing with these people, who are the 
most ignorant, presuming, and rapacious set of beings that 1 ever 
met with. (Cox 182, 236.) 

The English envoys had no special cause for complaint, as, 
although it is doubtful whether the whole of this etiquette was 
prescribed for Burmans at court, there is evidence to show that 
it was commonly prescribed for foreign envoys in order to 
impress them with a due sense of the king’s unique majesty 
(pp. 57, 64. 98, 190, 1 91, 209, 214). 

The letters addressed at this period by Burmese governors 
to the English magistracy are filled with an unconcealed fury. 
The Burmese lived in a land which was geogra])hically isolated. 
Nobody from other lands came to them, except a few shii>nien 
and some tribal immigrants; nor did they themselves visit 
other lands, for their population was so small that it could not 
fill even their own countr)^ They lived in a world of their 
own. 

With such governments as they knew, Yunnan and Siam, 
there had been mutual extradition of fugitive rebels. The land 
on the frontiers was largely uninhabiteil. If a rebel ran away 
the Burmese cha.sed him to the hills. It mattered little whether 
those hills were in Burma or not, and if the i)ursuers occasionally 
met some chief he either grovelled before them or they burnt 
his village and cut off his head. It had been ever thus. But 
now, when the pursuers went to Chittagong, they found an 
unprecedented phenomenon : a regular administration with 
outposts, dak runners, offices, records, and white men at the 
back of it all. There were never more than two or three wdiite 
men actually to be seen, but with them were hundreds of 
disciplined sepoys, every one of whom had a musket and knew 
how to use it. It was very difficult to understand these people. 
If a rebel ran away into their territory and the Burmese chased 
him there, a white man would appear and say there was no 
thoroughfare ; if they pointed out that they were after a rebel, 
he would .say he was sorry, but they mu.st not catch the rebel 
here ; if they asked him to catch the rebel for them, he would 
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say no, it was not the custom of his government to deliver up 
a fugitive ; if they said it was the king's order, he would say 
that was nothing to him, the king was not his king. It was 
insufferable ; who were these English to pay no attention to 
the King of Kings, the Arbiter of Existence, the Master of the 
P-arth and Water and all that therein is? Besides, if one did 
not produce the rebel's head, what would happen to one’s own 
head? Save that the Burman’s letter is less furious than 
some, the following is typical of the correspondence which 
passed between Burma and the Government of India for a 
generation : — 

Translation of a letter from the Raja of Ramree to the Governor- 
General. Received 8 June 1818. — I, Nameo Sura, Governor of 
(Yamawoody) Ramree, placing my head under tlie royal feet, 
resembling the golden lily, and bowing to the commands of the most 
illustrious sovereign of the universe, king of great and exalted virtue, 
lord of white elephants, called Saddan, strict observer of the divine 
laws, who fulfils the ten precepts, and performs all the good works 
commanded by former virtuous kings, who assists and protects all 
living beings, whether near or remote, and possesses miracufous and 
invincible arms, etc. etc. address and inform the Governor-General 
of Jiengal that our mighty monarch is distinguished throughout the 
vast world, for his unexampled piety and justice. He has a hundred 
sons, a thousand grandsons, «and one great grand son, whom he 
nourishes in his arms, and who is inexpressibly esteenaid and beloved, 
as a rarity of as great a magnitude as the white elephant is superior 
to ten other various species of rare elephants ; the ac(|uisition of this 
royal infant, is considered as an oftering made to the king, by the 
angel of heaven himself. The power, good luck, and inestimable 
reputation of our great sovereign is universally known, and he is duly 
recognised by all foreign kings. Those who come to him for the 
purpose of paying due homage and respect, are invariably taught the 
principles of religion, and the system of good government. Our 
master, in fact, protects all living beings. 

From Keopugan Lengen Peyagee, and the nine cities of Shyan, 
situated to the eastward, king Woody [Utibwa of China pp. 30, 280 1 , 
sent three of his esteemed daughters, as olTerings to the golden soles 
of the royal feet of our gracious sovereign, and thereby established a 
happy friendship between the tw'o kingdoms, which intercourse has 
been attended with incalculable advantages. . . . 

Those who do not minutely and scrupulously observe the laws of 
good government, and exercise oppression and injustice, incur the 
marked displeasure of our sovereign ; who in similar cases, invariably 
sends armies under generals to capture their provinces but not to 

19 * 
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plunder them, and subsequently restore them to the monarch entitled 
to its inheritance. 

Our sovereign is an admirer of justice, and a strict observer of the 
laws, and usages, as they existed in ancient times, and strongly 
disapproves everything unjust and unreasonable. Ramoo, Chittagong, 
Moorshedabad, and Dacca, are countries which do not belong to the 
English, they are provinces, distant from the Arracanese capital, but 
were originally subject to the government of Arracan, and now belong 
to our sovereign. Neither the English Company nor their nation 
observe the ancient laws strictly, they ought not to have levied revenues, 
tributes, etc. from these provinces, nor have disposed of such funds 
at their discreti<jn. The Governor-General, representing the English 
Company, should surrender these dominions, and pay the collection 
realised therefrom to onr sovereign. If tliis is refused, I .shall 
represent it to His Majesty. Generals with powerful forces will be 
dispatched, both by sea and land, and I shall myself come for the 
purpose of storming, capturing and destroying the wiiole of the 
Engli.sh po.ssession.s, which I shall afterwards offer to my sovereign ; 
but I send this letter, in the first place, to make the demand from the 
(.iovernor- General. 

Letter from the Governor -General of India to His Excel Uncy the 
Viceroy of Pegu etc, dated 22 June 1S18.— A letter having heoii 
addressed to me by the Raja of Ramree contaii'ing a demand f<ir thr-. 
cession of certain provinces belonging to the Ihitish Governineni;, 1 
deem it Incumbent on me, in consideration of the friendshi}) subsisting 
between His Hurmese Majesty and the British Government, to transmit 
to you a copy of that extraordinary document. 

If that letter be written by order of tlic King of Ava, I must lament 
that jtersons utterly ’icompc'.cnt to form a just notion of the slate of th«; 
British power in have ventured to practice on the judgment 

so diguiiied a sovereign. Any ho])es those individuals may have- 
held out to lii-s Majesty that the Ibitish (iovernmcnl would be 
embavras.sed by contests in other quarters are altogether vain, and 
this l}overnment rnu.st be indifferent to attack, further than as it 
would regard with concern the waste of lives in an unmeaning 
quarrel. 

My respect for His Majesty, however, induces me rather to adopt 
the belief, that the Raja of Ramree has, for some unworthy purpose 
of his own, assumed the tone of insolence and menace exhibited in 
his letter, without authority from the King, and that a procedure so 
calculated to produce dissension between two friendly slates will 
experience His Majesty’s just displeasure. 

If I could suppose that letter to have been dictated by the King of 
Ava, the British Government would be justified in considering war 
as already declared, and in, consequently, destroying the trade of His 
Majesty’s empire. Even in this supposition, however, the British 
Government would have no disposition to lake up the matter 
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captiously, but, trust! njf that the wisdom of the King of Ava would 
enable him to see the folly of the counsellors who would plunge him 
into a calamitous war and that His Majesty would thence refrain 
from entailing ruin on the commerce of his dominions, the British 
Clovernment would forbear (unless forced by actual hostilities) from 
any procedure which can interrupt those existing relations so beneficial 
to both countries. ( WiUon Documents ” 5.) 

The king never disavowed the governor of Ramree’s letter ; 
indeed he never condescended to answer the Viceroy at all. 
The only reason why he did not at once carry out the threat 
in the letter, and invade Bengal, was that he now heard of the 
defeat of the Mahratta Confederacy with whom he had hoped 
to co-operate against the English.^ 

He claimed Bengal far be\'ond Calcutta because he was 
successor to the rajas of Arakan who at various times in the 
middle ages had ruled Ramu and Chittagong and sometimes 
raided Dacca and Murshidabad. He failed to note that long 
since then the Moghuls had included those places in their empire, 
and that the English as legatees of the Great Moghul had been 
in charge of their daily administration since 1760. He had no 
claim, and was estopped from raising one because during his 
occupation of Arakan, now thirty-three years old, he had 
frecjuently acknowledged possession by applying to the English 
for extradition of the Arakanese fugitives. The Burmese 
thought that to have raided a country centuries ago, gives 
a claim to it now ; raiding was their conception of conquest. 
But, as the Chine.se had pointed out to them in 1769, such 
rea.soning would ju.stify the Chinese in claiming Burma down 
to Tarokmaw below I’rome because they had marched there 
in 1287.“ 

Bodawpaya died in the thirty-eighth year of his reign and 
the .seventy-fifth of his age, leaving 122 children and 208 
grandchildren. With the possible exception of Bayinnaiing 
1551-81 he was the mo.st powerful monarch who ever ruled 
Burma, and the chronicles regard him as one of the best. 
With characteri.stic shrewdness he decided the succession 
long in advance, appointing his eldest son crown j)rince. 

^ Despatch dated 17 March 1820 from Governor-General to Court of Directors 
{PP 120). 

Konbaungset 467. 
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One of his brothers had thereupon remarked that this was not 
in accordance with their father Alaungpaya s behest whereby 
the brothers were to succeed in order of seniority, and 
Bodawpaya himself owed his succession to this behest; this 
remark helped to bring its maker to the executioners. But the 
crown prince, although he lived to do service such as the 
conquest of Arakan, died in 1808 leaving a ^on. Bodawpaya 
lost no time in nominating that son ; cons .quently the court 
had a decade in which to regard the mattt ** as settled, and the 
heir succeeded without difficulty. 


BAGYIDAW 1819-37 was thirty-five years of age at his 
succession. He was graceful and dignified in public ; in private 
he had charming manners and was most approachable. He 
took exercise daily, riding an elephant 01* pick-a-back on a 
favourite whom he bridled with a kerchief in the mouth ; and 
he delighted in the magnificent regattas which were such a 
feature under the kings. His queen was of low origin and had 
sold fish in the bazaar ; of her brother, the power behind the 
throne, the less said the better. The chief counsellors in foreign 
affairs were men such as a half-caste Portuguese who now- 
adays would not be accepted for a clerkship but was regarded 
as an authority because he had actually travelled as far as 
Calcutta. The king’s exceptional kindness made him so revered 
and beloved that there was no rebellion throughout all the 
disasters of his reign, which w^ould have overthrown any other 
king. He had the receding forehead of his family and could 
not fix his attention on a subject for more than ten minutes. 
When annoyed he had a way of stepping off his throne into 
an inner chamber ; everyone knew what to expect and prepared 
for flight ; in a moment he would retvr i with a spear — princes, 
ministers, generals, courtiers would go tumbling over one 
another down the palace stairs, while he came after them hurling 
the spe&r into their midst. If he returned from an excursion 
by land and not, as expected, by the waterside where they were 
awaiting him, three ivimgyis^ all the wundauks, and all the 
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atwinwuns would be clapped into three pair fetters and spend 
the night in the common jail. The spire of his new palace at 
Ava was overthrown by a thunderstorm ; he could not punish 
the thunder so he punished the architect, who w^as immediately 
led away to execution, the king impatiently exclaiming “ Is he 
dead?” “Is he dead?* ** every few minutes ; in the evening his 
merciful heart made him send a reprieve, but when it arrived 
the architect’s head was no longer on its shoulders. He was 
most unfortunate to reign at a period when publicity was 
increasing.^ 

At his coronation he announced his benevolent intentions, 
remitted central taxation for three years, and held a great 
investiture. Two of his uncles fell from power and one of them, 
the prince of Toungoo, was executed with all his family and 
followers according to the correct prtxredure ; the king ordered 
that the other, the prince of Prome, should be spared, but the 
queen thought otherwise, and he died of a sudden complaint.- 
What they had done is uncertain, but under the kings, 
especially at times of succession, suspicion and guilt were 
synonymous — at least they met the same fate — and quite 
possibly the two uncles had contemplated rebelling as their 
only chance of safety. 

Like every other king, Bagyidaw performed the sacramental 
ploughing of the fields in June each year, wearing his crown, 
riding the Lord White Elephant from the palace to the field, 
and using a gilded harrow drawn by milk-white oxen which 
were harnessed in gold trappings studded with rubies and 
diamonds.® 

The capital (p. 265) was moved back to Ava and in 1823 
the king took possession of his new palace with a ceremonial 
procession of great beauty, in which all the great office-bearers 
and vassal chiefs wore their robes of state, and only the king 
and queen, walking hand in hand, were clad in the simple dress 
of householders.^ These changes of capital had become a habit 
with the dynasty. The ancient transfers between Prome, Pagan, 
Ava, Toungoo, and Pegu were justified on the ground of some 

* Craivfurd passim^ Gauger 34, 71, 73. 

* Trant So, Ganger 100. 

3 See note ** Lehtunmingala ** p. 362. 

* Wayland I. 336, Ganger 25, Crawfurd I. 147. 
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pressing need; but after 1765, in the Age of Prose and 
Reason, the transfers took place on purely astrological grounds. 

Nga Min, the royal bard, wrote a eulogy for the state entry 
into the palace and received as a reward Rs. 400 with a barge ; 
he enjoyed the salt revenue of Hainggyi island (Negrais). Nga 
Chein, the author of Woharalinatta-dipani, was a senior herald in 
this reign. Nga Sa, son of a cavalry commandant of Mauktet, 
Monyua district, was private secretary- to Bagyidaw both as 
crown prince and as king ; in 1819 he commanded the Manipur 
expedition and in 1824 he was Mahabandula’s second in 
command against the English in Arakan ; later he was made 
a minister of the Hluttaw Council and administrator of crown 
lands; he wrote the Shwebonnidan and in \'outh he translated 
the Enaungzat from Siamese into Burmese and wrote a drama 
on it with songs. 

When in 1813 the Burmese had set Marjit Singh on the 
throne of Manipur (p. 283), his rival brothers fled to Cachar.’ 
He and his lords, having lived at the Burmese court, introduced 
luxurious habits and affected a degree of splendour in their 
dress and cavalcades which contra.sted greatly with the natural 
simplicity of Manipur; but they were bloodthirsty tyrants, 
tolerated by the people only from fear of the Burmese. They 
had to be rebuked for cutting timber in the Kabaw valley and 
for building a gilded palace which the Burmese allowed to no 
king but their own ; and Marjit Singh, in spite of all he owed 
to Bagyidaw who when a prince had always spoken in his 
favour, disloyally failed to appear at Bagyidaw*s coronation. 
The Burmese therefore again overran Manipur in 1819 and 
stayed in the country but were seldom safe outside their 
stockades; they suffered ghastly ambushes, and could get 
nothing to eat because their own devastations had made the 
land a desert. Marjit Singh with thousands of his people fled 
to his brothers in Cachar, became reconciled to them, and 
proceeded to persecute that country also. They then re-entered 
Manipur in overwhelming strength and nearly took the Burmese 
stockade at Irnphal, but the garrison made a magnificent defence 
until reinforcements arrived, whereupon the Manipuris made off 

' Konbaungset 850-71, Pemberton 45, Gait 252, Naga Hills and Manipur 
Gazetteer 17. 
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to Cachar. There the rival Manipuri princes again fell out, this 
time over a polo pony ; one of them a])piie(l to the English for 
help, and so did the rightful raja of Cachar. In 1762. angry 
at the Negrais massacre, the English had made a treaty with 
the Manipuris against the Burmese but had done nothing in 
fulfilment ; even now they refused both applications, saying 
they could not interfere in internal affairs. The rightful raja of 
Cachar thereupon brought in the Burmese but this was in 1824 
when the English, seeing that it was no longer possible to stand 
aloof, had already declared Cachar to be a protected state and 
sent a force which neutralised the Burmese advance beyond 
Manipur. 

The rebel governor whom the Burmese in i8r6 had helped 
to return to Assam (p. 283) was soon murdererl as he deserved 
and the raja, Chandrakant, was deposed. So the Burmese in 
1819 again overran the hapless land and reinstated the raja; 
but as they killed people and passed orders without even the 
pretence of consulting him, he and many lords fled in terror 
across the English frontier; the English refused the Burmese 
demands for their extradition. These demands were in 
studiously provocative terms, for the Burmese felt they had 
taken the measure of the English, having defeated not only the 
dismal detachments recruited in Chittagong (p. 282), but also 
the Assamese, whom the raja dressed and drilled after the 
Company’s model. In 1821 they entered English territory 
(which extended up the Brahmaputra river to Goaljjara), because 
Chandrakant was using it as a base for his counter attacks with 
considerable success ; he had in his service Bruce, a country- 
born adventurer with 300 muskets procured in Calcutta, and 
he raised 2,000 men, mostly Sikhs and Hindustanis, in British 
territory. He evaded English magistrates by bribing their 
native subordinates not to report his actions, and in any case 
the English soon ceased to care, for the Burmese atrocities in 
Assam gave them moral justification and they were beginning 
to see that peaceful methods were wasted ; they were but 
acceding to the self-determination of a pe(^ple begging to be 
rescued from hell on earth. 

Hitherto it has been difficult to say what the wars which 
had been depopulating Indo-China from time immemorial 
meant to the non-combatant population ; but at this time it is 
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easy, for the country comes under observation by a trained staff. 
Consider this deposition ; — 

I am a native of the village of Udarbund, in the country of Cachar. 

I have been a prisoner of vva’’ in Ava. I was seized at my native 
village, about twenty months ago, by a party of Burmese, belonging 
to the army. . . . About six thousand persons, including men, women, 
and children, were .seized about the same time. We were all taken 
away from Cachar. We were treated with great rigour ; we were 
chained two and two, got very little food, were m^ade to carry heavy 
loads on the march. Women, with infants at the breast, and who on 
this account, could not carry loads, had the infants snatched from them, 
their heads chopped off before them, and their bodies thrown into the 
rivers. I have witnessed murders of this description twelve or thirteen 
times myself. Old and sick persons, who could not carry burdens, 
were ofien killed by the Burman soldiers ; and their loads, which 
consisted of plunder, were divided among the other prisoners. 
(Deposition of Mahomed Riiffy, recorded in June 1826, Crawfurd 

I. 423-) 

Thirty thousand souls were carried away from Assam alone.' 
To cow tlie people they were flayed alived, burnt in oil, or 
driven in crowds into the village prayer-houses which were set 
on fire;^ women, old as well as young, were outraged with 
every circumstance of barbarity;^ .sometimes bamboo cages 
would be constructed to burn men, women and infants two 
hundred or so at a time ; and the more imaginative among 
the Burmese braves would add variations, such as cutting 
pieces off the bodies of their lingering victims under who.se 
eyes they would eat the raw flesh. Such being their energy, 
it is hardly surprising that the Jhirmcse should, during the 
seven years of their intervention in As.sjun, have reduced the 
population by more than half, that .some valleys are still suffer- 
ing from this depopulation, and that in many a village to-day 
men speak with a shudder of Mdnar Upadrab, “ the opj)iessions 
of the Biirme.se.’' 

These oppressions were committed out of .set policy, and 
the Burmese prided themselves on it, saying that though at 

Gail 28^. ® Gait 277, 

Gaif 227, Noii'gon^ GazetUcr 39. 

^ Butler 248. Cf. pp. 37, 94, 174 aliove. This practice of eating prisoners alive 
was continued in 18S7 by Ya Nyun,pthe Burmese king’s trusty and well-beloved 
Myingaung (Cavaby Commandant) of Welaung, Myingyan district, as men still 
living remember. 
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homq they were a mild people, when invadini^ foreign countries 
they deliberately gave way to all their passions, plundering 
and murdering without control so that foreigners should learn 
not to provoke them.' 

Naturally atrocities diminished after the Burmese had been 
some time in a country and conditions became more settled ; 
but there was no knowing when they might not recur. Thus, 
for sixty years the Burmese would march into Manipur when- 
ever the mood seized them, round up several thousand hapless 
people, and re-enact the same terrible scenes as before. Two 
generations after Alaungpaya had swept away the falaing 
kingdom, seven Talaing villagers were fishing in a canoe on 
the Panhlaing river thirty miles above Rangoon when a Burmese 
war-canoe came by, bearing royal despatches; she swept along 
under sixty oars, and her commander’s gold umbrella flashed 
in the sun ; his eye fell on the seven men in the canoe and he 
ordered them aboard ; they had done no harm, but the Burmese 
were out to break the spirit of the Talaings ; therefore those 
seven men were made to kneel at the head of the boat, stretch- 
ing their necks over the Wciter, and without more ado, in cold 
blood, the heads of six of thc^ were struck off.^ Such things 
were so liable to happen that Talaing housewives habitually 
kept a store of rice which had been boiled anti then dried 
in the sun, so as to have a supply of portable cooked food in 
case they had to flee at a moment’s ntjtice.^ 

The most favoured tributaries were the Shan.s. All that 
the Burmese did was to keep them down with a garrison and 
leave them well alone, provided they paid tribute. Yet even 
the Shans, who spoke with liking and respect of their Chinese 
overlords, had not a good word to say fi^r their Burmese over- 
lords/ Travellers iK^ted that the Burmese Shans were shabbier 
and had poorer houses than the Siamese Shans, and seemed 
to have all the heart taken out of them by the crushing revenue 
which the Burmese exacted ; yet they got nothing in return, 
and the Burmese did not protect them from the cruel Karen 
slave raids which were the terror of their lives. Even well- 
intentioned chiefs would be tlriven to practise extortion in 

* Craw furd I. 422. *•* Goitger 310. Talaing family tradition. 

* yASBnigal 1837 MacLeod “Journal of an Expedition to Kiang Hung” 
998; McLeod and Richardson 71, 82, iiS'g. 
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order to recoup the bribes they had to pay at court to secure 
investiture. They were sometimes sent flying at each other's 
throats, for the Burmese fostered feuds and would promise a 
pretender the succession if he could oust the reigning sawbwa. 
The chroniclers regard such methods as statesmanship, and 
delight to relate the wise minister's parable of the man who 
sets two wild animals fighting until they are exhausted, and 
then captures both. 


The Assamese campaigns, waged amid strange races and 
magnificent scenery, pow'erfully aflected the imagination of 
the Burmese as they sw'armed through the passes or floated 
for hundred of miles down the Brahmaputra river on rafts. 
They inarched with the tread of conquerors, and the earth 
seemed to tremble under their leet. The succession of victories 
confirmed the opinion they had of themselves, and whetted 
their appetite for further conejuest. Among the commanders 
who thus won fame was Mahabandula,‘ a handsome man of 
fine presence, horn about 1780 at Ngapayiii in Monyua district, 
where he subseciuciitly became governor of Alon. As a youth 
he had waited long at court until in despair he committed a 
violent assault on a minister; thercui)on king Bodawpaya, 
perceiving that he had a valiant soul, had employed him as a 
soldier. It was sometimes impossible to get a word out of 
him, for he would remain lost in silent contemplation of his own 
glory. His rcjjiitation puzzled the only trained soldiers he 
ever met, for although they respected him as a resolute man 
they found his judgment to be nothing (.)ut of the ordinary. 
Like Alaung})aya, he owt^l his fame largely to the fact that his 
opponents were obscure tribes. He obtained his results by 
using methods known to every energetic Burmese commander. 
I'hus, a fault in even a senior ofticer would be visited with the 
|)enalty of being sawn in two ; some commanders did not 
always inflict such punishment very intelligently, as when a 
scout rci)orted that the enemy were advancing, and was at once 

‘ n)7. Craw f uni 14 and II. app. ruo. Snoilgrass 17O, Trant 140. 

“ Documents ” 102 and “ Introductory sketch” 60, Robertson 24, yiSRS 
1915 Stewart “ Kx Libris liandulae.” 
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executed for sad news, and the execution w^as hardly 

over before the enemy made hand-to-hand contact. But his 
followers adored Mahabandula ; he was pre-eminent in strata- 
j^erns of a type which was devastating against enemies of his 
ow'n class, and in the management of Ihirmese levies, no light 
task, he evinced real talent. He was just, self-sacriticing, 
honest to an unusual rlegree, and, unlike the court, he was 
willing to Learn by experience. He learnt to disregard the 
astrologers whose humbug guided armies in the field. When 
he found an enemy who treated liis wounded well instead of 
nnitilating them in the way which he had believed to be universal 
be i)romptIy ordered his men to do likewise. And when, all 
too late, hi:' realised that there were more things on earth than 
he had <ireanK'd of, he evinced a grave courtesy and an unllinch^ 
ing 11‘solntion, iji contrast to his colleagues who vented their 
panic-stricken fury on all around and ran for their live.s. He 
was an i£ii|>erjaiist of the most aggressive type, yet it is unjust 
to regard him *is vesponsibie i'or the war of l8-?4; he did 
indeed force it on, but in advocating it he was merel\' the 
mouthpiece of the entire peop'k:. 

Bunuesf ft ontier guards sometimes fired on British subjects 
proceeding in their canoes down the Naaf estuary, the frontier 
between Arakan and English territory. The villagers were 
frightened and could not go about their business. After 
February 1823 therefore the English stationed an outp*\st on 
Shahf)nri Island (Shinmapyiigyun) at the southern extremity 
of Tek Naaf police station in Chittagong district.' The people's 
fears were allayed and things went on in tlie ordinary quiet 
way for months, till suddenly at midnight 23-4 September 
.1823 a thousand Burmese soldiers swarmed ontc> the island in 
boats with flaming torches. The outpo.st consisted of a dozen 
nameless sepoys under a jemadar ; there was nobody to whom 
they could apply for orders, hut they knew their duty and did 
it (luickly. After finishing them off, the Biirnie.se (no longer 
a full thou.sand, for there were now gaps in their ranks) burnt 
the outpost stockade to the ground and garrisoned the island. 

When the papers, including a survivor’s statement, were 
laid before the Viceroy, ho repressed his first impulse and 
wrote personally to the king of Burma asking him to reflect 

^ Wilson “Documents’* 14-18; Craxvfnrd II. app. 122. 
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on what the consequences of this sort of thing must inevitably 
be, and offering him the loophole of disavowal. The king 
did not deign to reply. Shahpuri Island liad been under the 
Collector of Chittagong for generations, it was in his old files 
and had regularly been included in the revenue settlements. 
Yet even now the Government of India, with all their experience 
of human weakness and folly, hesitated to believe that the 
king really meant war; as late as 24 November 1823 the 
Adjutant General, discussing troop movements, wrote that 
it would be necessary to strengthen the frontier guards, but 
that there was no need actually to anticipate a campaign.' 

For twenty-nine years the Burmese had habituall}’ crossed 
the frontier at will, occasionally murdering and enslaving 
British subjects, destroying lakhs* worth of property, holding 
the Compan)^’s elephant hunters to ransom, claiming the 
surrender of crowds of panic-stricken refugees, and seeking to 
drive their slave-gangs * home through British territory. Letter 
after letter from the Viceroy remained deliberately unanswered, 
and his envoys had been subjected to vulgarities of a type 
associated with the scullery. Every few years some e.xtra- 
ordinary person, smiling all over with satisfaction at himself, 
would prance up to British officers and hand them a letter 
full of white elephants, golden feet, etc., cominan ling the 
Viceroy of India to make haste and shihko (prostrate him- 
self) before the throne of Amarapura and beg pardon for 
his sins or it would be w'orse for him. Successive Viceroys 
had gone out of their way to make allowances for the 
mentality of the Burmese court, but every act of considera- 
tion had been intcri)reted as cringing. These things had 
ceased to be comic and even the Government of India no,w 
began to see that, as the unfortunate Cox had told them 
twenty-six }’cars previously, there was only one way to bring 
this petjple to its senses. But it mattered little w'hetlier 
the Government of India saw it or not, for the decision was 
taken out of their hands : the king (jf Burma had slipped the 
leash, and his e.xultant armies were now .speeding across the 
frontier with orders to finish the English once and for all. 

‘ lyUson “ Documents ” 21. 

- l*ara. 31 of despatch dated 10 September 1824 from Governor- General to 
Court oi Directors 129). 
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The king had not taken this drastic step witliout profound 
consideration. In the year of grace 1823, midway between 
the French Revolution and the electric telegraph, his considered 
judgment was as follows.^ He was partial to Europeans, but 
they had repaid him ill : these English had the impertinence 
to possess a larger territory than his and to refuse him homage ; 
his dignified silences, the exquisitely delicate hints of his 
ministers, the stern warnings of his generals, had all failed ; 
he had spared them too often anti it was now time to teach 
them a lesson. War was expensive but the loot of Calcutta 
would compensate him for that; the muskets and cannon 
captured from the English would come in very useful for his 
projected conquest of Siam ; and as for the wastage in man- 
power, this would be made good by the myriads of prisoners 
his great generals would bring home. No doubt the English 
were quite good soldiers in their way, but they had (von their 
reputation at the expense of black Hindus : they would find 
things very different when they met real Bunnan.s. The Chins, 
the Singphos, the Manipuris, the Assamese, etc., etc., all the 
nations of the earth, had gone down before his men. Who 
were the English to fare any better? Everyone knew that 
one Burman was worth four Englishmen ; the English knew 
it themselves, for they w’ere evidently afraid to fight — had 
they not given way on every occasion since he first had dealings 
with them twenty-nine years ago? Mahabandula had pointed 
out that the English were mere merchants and such indifferent 
.soldiers that it was unnecessary to send proper Burmese 
troops, and Assamese levies would suffice to conquer Bengal. 
Mahabandula was a man of his word ; the Engli.sh might have 
.s^me good commanders, but it was not likely that any of them 
could equal the genius of Mahabandula ; for in war bravery is 
not enough, high strategy also is necessary ; there are many, 
many stratagems, and Mahabandula was master of them all. The 
English evidently knew nothing about high strategy, for they 
did n<3t understand entrenching arid used to march about in 
red coats, exposing their whole bodies and giving notice of 
their onset by beating drums; doubtless that was their way 
of doing things, and they had some reason of their own for it ; 
it might do well enough against mere Hindus, but Burma was 


' Craufurd II. 2ipp, passim. 
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different from India, and if they tried that sort of thing in 
Burma they would all he ambushed^ and blown to pieces 
and llieir heads would be taken in thousands. Some fool 
said that the English had 200,000 trained sepoys “and would 
bring an army by sea from Calcutta to Rangoon ; had anyone 
(wer heard such nonsense ? There could not be 200,000 troops 
ill the whole world put together, and as for transporting an 
army from Calcutta, why, the place was at the other end 
of the \vorld. If the English ever did land a few men in 
Rangoon, they would certainly never get out again, and he 
would take sucli steps that even old women would not be 
disturbed in cooking their rice.*’ The main theatre would 
be in the north-west, where his armies would take Calcutta, 
march to England,^ and establish his son as viceroy of all 
the English countries. But even at this dread hour the roj^al 
heart was merciful, for the hosts were enjoined to spare the 
life of the English Viceroy ; and the royal taste wms ex([uisite, 
for the chains in which he was to be broiiglit back were coated 
wu’th gold." 

It was not the king who led the people but the [icople 
wdio led the king into war. For long lie had been a nuxlerating 
influence, hesitating to accept the advice of his commanders, 
w’h(5 tliirsted for fresh victories. The war was popular not 
only with the princes and the army but also with all classes : 
the Burmese people wdlled the w^ar.*’ Their armies crossed the 
frontier in January 1824; wdien challenged, they announced that 
hostilities had begun, and they follow^cd up the announcement 
by drawing English blood.^ The Viceroy of India merely 
recognised existing conditions when, 5 March 1824, he notified 
a state of war. A few weeks later, English transports drew 
alongside the Rangoon stockade. 

^ Gouger 104. 

* Crawfurd II. app. 97. It did not take a tenth of this number of effectives 
to dis{)ose of Burma. 

^Snodgrass 25. * IVilson " Documents” 19. 

^ Snodgrass 377, Trant 75. •* See note “ Popular feeling ” p. 363. 

" Four English officers and 155 sepoys Vitled and wounded at Dudpatli — Col. 
Bowen’s report dated 22 February 1824 to Brigade Major, Dacca. The Burmese 
had fired the first shot on 18 January, at Bikrampur inside our Cachar frontier 
(Wilson “ Documents ” 23). 
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Inscriptions the Touchstone. ‘ The i'ali inscriptions at Pronie, and the 
Pyu inscriptions, resemble the Kadamba script used in the fifth to sixth 
century in north Canara near Goa ; the Talaing inscription at Lopbiiri in 
Siam resembles the Pallava scri[>t used in these centuries (Dhainmapala’s 
age) at Conjeverain. See RSAS/i 1919 20, Blagdcn Pyu inscriptions ” 
\j\ Jpiiiicu XII and JBRS 1917, and 'Fun Nyein “Maunggun 

gold plates ” in Kpi^^raphia Indica V'. 

Such inscriptions contain texts indicating an advanced knowledge of 
l-hiddhist scripture ; but this iloes not show the; widespread existence of 
pjuddhist civilisation any more than the presence in Burma of eighteenth 
century Latin inscriptions shows the establishment of C'hrislian (.ivilisalion 
under Alaungpaya. 

Writing reached Upper Burma even later. Although its dry climate 
is so favourable to preservation, the <?arliest inscriptions so far found there 
(except perhaps a Pyu fragment at Halin) are in tenth century north 
Indian script. The earliest in Burmese is dated 1058 {Inscriptions 1913 
1) ; the script is a copy of the Talaing, and the crude and variable 
spelling indicates that the scribes were trying their hand on a new 
medium ; Talaing inscriptions of the same jjeriod are more advanced in 
both spelling and style. There seems to have been a Sanskrit canon at 
Pagan l.)efore the eleventh century, but its possessors })i<)bably kept the 
art of wilting to tlicmselvcs. 

The absence of earlier inscriptions largely invalidates tlie native 
accounts of Burmese history before the reign of AnavvralUa 1044-77. 
These accounts arc as follows: — 

Abhiraza with his Sakya I'lansmen came from Kapilavastii in India, 
founding Kyaukpadaung in Arakan 825 i*..c. 

Tagaung was overthrown by the Chinese about 600 n.c:., and its people then 
founded Old Pagan ; they went further south also, founding in 443 h.C. 
Prome, a glorious city Avhich, under the great king Dutlapaung 443-373 U-C. 
contained a splendid court and 3,000 Buddhist monks. Meanwhile 
Buddha himself ha<l visited Begaing and Shwesettaw (in Minim district), 
as is borne out by the existence of Kyaungdawya pagoda, and of his two 
footprints, each three cubits long, at Shwesettaw ; on his way back he 
passed by Prome — witness the Po-u-daiing pagoda tlicre, and look at the 
very hill where he stopped, 'I’ankyidaung (to be distinguished from its 
namesake opposite i^agan). In his lifetime, his disciples had founded 

’ Sec p. 4. 
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the Shwedagon and Shwemawdaw pagodas. Later, under Asoka 
272-32 B.C., two missionaries, Sonaand Uttara, were sent from the Council 
of Patna and evangelised Thaton where they had 60,000 converts. 
Prome being overthrown in A.D. 95 through dissension among the tribes, 
its people migrated, founded Pagan in 105, dropped their separate tribal 
names, and henceforth are all known as Burmans ; their king Pyusawti 
168-243 inflicted a sanguinary defeat on the Chinese. In 403 the great 
apostle Huddhaghosa brought the scriptures from Ceylon to Thaton, 
whence copies immediately spread to Pagan, Arakan, and the Shans. 

Buddha’s coming to Burma is on a level with Joseph of Arimathea’s 
planting the Glastonbury Thorn. The .Shwesettaw legend is not even 
original ; it comes from the commentary^ on the Samyutta Nikaya, and 
the Sanskrit Divyavadana ; it refers to the Konkan, and not to Burma, 
see Duroiselle “Notes on the ancient geography of Burma.” Other 
incidents told as historical in the chronicles and thamaings are copies of 
foreign originals. The Shwedagon legend is found in the Mahavastu, 
and when first told it has no reference to Burma. The legend of 
Alaungdaw Kathapa is found in the Sanskrit canon Miila-Sarvastadina as 
preserved in the Chinese translation. The Tagaung princess Beda is 
simply the Padmavati and Nalini of the Mahavastu, a Mahayanist 
work in corrupt Sanskrit ; her parthenogenesis from a doe in a hermit’s 
mingeing place is found in Pali Jatakas 523 (Alambusa) and 526 
(Nalinika), in the Ramayana, in Chinese jataka collections, in the No 
plays of Japan, and in one of the 'run-huang tapestries (Stein Collection, 
British Museum no. 12). 

Chinese records make no mention of any direct dealings with Burma 
before the thirteenth century, still less <!<) they mention a victorious 
campaign crushing Tagaung about 600 b.c. On the other hand, the 
Nanchao (Yiinnan) chief Kolofeng subjugated the Pyuand the tribes of the 
upper Irrawaddy shortly after a.d. 754. Perhaps this is the Chinese 
invasion of 600 B.C., antedated as usual to give Pagan a hoary antiquity. 
Kolofeng also defeated the (!!hinese and others ; the Nanchao armies used 
to include levies from subject tribes. Probably i'yusawii furnished a 
contingent to his overlord Kolofeng and when he returned home his share 
of the fighting would not lose in the telling : this may be the original of 
Pyusawti’s victory over the Chinese, His name in Chinese Shan. Saw 
is the same word as saia in saw/jTini, as chao the Nanchao for king ; ti is 
the Chinese for king {Taw Schi Ko “ Burrne.se Sketches ” 20). Pyusawti 
is therefore the Chinese Shan for “ Pyii prince ” ; it is also the Nanchao 
name for a legendary son of Asoka who, the Nanchao possibly thought 
was a Pyu {BEFEO 1904 Pelliot “ Deux itineraires ”). Whereas the 
stories of other early princes are copied frnr' Indian .sources, Pyusawti’s 
story is from Shan sources. He was born of a dragon’s egg ; it is a 
common folk-lore motive in Indo-China ; the Shans and Palaungs have 
similar legends, see Cochrane 1 . 58. 

There is no a friori difficulty in Asoka’s sending Sona and Uttara to 
Thaton which lay so near on a good .sea route, but he does not claim to 
have sent them ; their mission is not mentioned till seven hundred year'=^ 
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later, in the Ceylon chronicle Mahavamsa, compiled in the early sixth 
century Christian era. It is not mentioned in Kock Edicts II., V., Kill., 
where Asoka 272-32 B.C. catalogues his missions, including missions which 
he must have known were fruitless, to persons like Ptolemy of Egypt and 
Antigonus of Macedonia {Hpigrapkia Indica II. Biihler “ Asoka’s Kock 
lildicts/*) ; yet we are to believe that he omitted a mission to 'rhatoii 
which produced sixty thousand converts. If the mission ever went to 
That on, it can hh.ve had little result. No trace of Asokan script has been 
found in Burma. See 1 A 1905 Vincent Smith Asoka’s alleged mission 
to IVgu.” 

'I'here is a considerable literature in the name of Buddliaghosa, and 
doubtless he existed as a person and wrote some of it, Init the accounts of 
him vary so cnurnioiisly that this is all we can say ; see I A 1890 Foulkes 
“ Buddhagiiosa.’' The Kalyani Inscriptions (p. j 20) do not mention him. 
If he brought the scriptures to Thaton in 403 and a few years later they 
reached Pagan, l*agan in 1057 would not have had to tight Thaton to 
get them (p. 27). 

The glorious king Duttapaung is possibly a composite figure embodying 
memories of the Pyu rlyriasty at Prome. Blagdcn suspects that Duttapaung 
is not a proper name but a title {RSASf> 1912 11); the Pyu (or //is 
Majesty tda" ba® is practically the same word as Duttapaung ; indeed 
(though this counts for little) Duttapaung hajipens to be used as a title at 
T/ia/onmyo S/iwesayan 19, 56. 

The elimination of Prome as the Pyu capita) in A.D. 9?; is inconsistent 
with the existcyice there of Pyu rulers’ inscriptions dating from apparently 
the seventh an<l eighth centuries. The records of the t^hinesc T'aug 
dynasty 618-905, the Chinese travellers I-ching 671-95 and Hsiian-chuang 
629-45, and the Chinese geographer Chia-tan 785-S05, point to Prome as 
the I’yii capital. They do not mention Pagan, and it was not of .sufilcienl 
importance to be founded as a town till 849 i^/htumnan 1. 223). 

Ancient sites, ’ - The principal are, among the Talaings— Thaton, 
Twante, Rangoon, and Pegu which was an offslioot from Thaton formed 
some time after the sixth century; among the Aiakanese -Sandoway, 
Vc.sali ; among tribes which seem to have been half Shan, half Pyu — 
Tagaung ; among the Pyu — Prome, Halin (in Shwebo district), Nyaunglun 
(in Yamethin district), Peikthano (in Magwe district), and Powundaimg (in 
Monyua district). .See ARASf 1909-10 Taw .Sein Ko “ Excavations at 
Hmawza,” 1911-12 I3iiroiselle “Excavations at Hmawza,” 1914-15 
Duroiselle “ Rock-cut temples of Powundaung ” ; RSASfi 1903 7 Taw 
Sein Ko’s visit to Halin; JBRS 1917 Stewart “Excavation and 
exploration at Pegu ” ; /^orc/tatnmer “ Notes on early history and 
geography” and “ Arakan” ; I A 1892 Taw Sein Ko “ Archaeological tour 
through Ramannadesa” and 1893 Temple “Notes on antiquities in 
Ramannadesa.” Legends are found in GUB^ e.g. II. i. 115 and 11. ii.92. 
See also JBRS 1911 May Oung “Prome and the Pyus” and 1916 Taw 
Sein Ko “ Derivation of the word Prome.” 


1 See p. 7. 
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Fiihrer’s Inscription.'— The idea that the remains at Tagaung are of 
great antiquity rests largely on Fiihrers statement in 1894 that he found 
at Tagaung a stone slab dated a.d. 416 with a Sanskrit inscription telling 
how Tagaung was founded by immigrant princes from Hastinapura (Old 
Delhi). His statement is quoted verbatim in GUB I. ii. 193 (similar “in- 
scriptions” are mentioned at 186), is accepted in Gcrini 471, 746, and has 
passed into popular works, e.g. Sco// 0 *Connor 208, Unfortunately this 
precious slab has never been produced, and in view of Fiihrer’s service 
record its pnxluclion is essential. 

Eastern shipping.^ — Although English officers in 1750 noted that 
Talaings were capable of making g<x)d seamen {^Dahymple 1 . 130), the 
Burmese never had any shipping {Hobson-Jodson s.v. “ Burma ”) because 
they had no seamen {^Hakluyt X. 159), and the Portugue.se noted the 
worthlessness of their coasting craft {Couto III. i. 20). 

Tlie sea voyages of the Hinduised Malays of Sumatra who, about the 
time of Christ, c:olonisc<l Madagascar and Ea.st Africa, have not yet been 
worked out. For Roman trading settlements in southern India, see Vin- 
cent Smith “ Early History of India.” Roman shipping never went beyond 
Ceylon and tlisappearcd in the fifth century. From the first to the ninth 
century, Chinese junks went as far as the Persian (iulf ; thercalter tlicy 
seldom went west of Malacca. From the eighth century till the arrival of 
the Portuguese in tlie fifteenth, Aral> seamen practically monofiolised the 
carrying tra<Ie from Kgypt anil Madaga.scar lotjhina. See Rudhakumud 
Mookerji^ Yule “Cathay,” Beasley^ Chau Ju kua^ TP 1914 and 1915 
RockhiU “ Notes on the trade of China with the coast of the Indian Ocean 
during the fifteenth century,” Mayers “ Chinese explorations of the Indian 
Ocean during the fifteenth century” in China Reidciv Hi,, l/unte. 7 - I. 
ch. i. 

(lolden Land.*' “The name would he intelligible if, as i.s r]uite po.ssihle, 
Burmese pagodas were gilded in tliose days. lUirma is not a niaiccable 
source of precious metals and there i.s nothing to show that she ever was. 
The gold output even in the recoiil years 1914, tqiiJ, was under four 
tiioirsand ounces, as against tiic weuld output of twenty- two million ounces ; 
the producing districts are Myilkyina and to a negligible extent Salween, 
Shwebo, Katha, Upper Chindwin. The record silver output in Burnui, 
that of 1918, was unde/ two million ounces, all from Ihuvdw'in, as against 
the world output of two liundred million. Temple half thinks 
(Silver Land), Ptolemy’s name for Arakan, to be a corruption of Arkang, 
the Indian pronunciation of Rahkaing (Arakan) ; rnedi.cval travellers do 
not mention silver in Arakan and the name may be due to desire for 
symmetry -if there is a golden land, there must also be a silver one. 
Both names may be based on mere travellers' tales. However, since the 
Middle Ages the annual gold output of the world has grown one hundred 
times, and the total stock has grown one hundred and sixty times ; so 
perhaps the precious metals of Burma, which hardly attract attention now, 
were really noticeable for ancient times. Yiinnan certainly had plentiful 

' See p. 9. - See pp. g, 57. ’ Sec p. 9. 
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silver, and also seems to have had gold ; in median al times it used to lio 
said of any very wealthy person in southern China that he must be from 
Yiinnan. Similarly gold was found over the Siamese border at the 
ancient city of U Thong, which means “ the golden ; and in the Malay 
state of Pahang are the remains of immense gold mines on a scale which 
has no counterpart in scaithern Asia. Pahang may have been the 
original of Ptolemy’s Golden Land, though he places it distinctly in Lower 
Burma. Gold-washing on the Siuang cannot have been suffir.iontly pro- 
ductive to create the name. Sim e it is to Sumatra that the name 
Siivannabhumi is applied par excel lent c {/BRS 1923 T53), one cannot 
helf) v.'ondering wdiethcr Tbaton was not colonised fiv>m Sumatra and took 
its mother’s name. See CoeiRs^ /SS 1016 Prince Danirong ‘'Siamese 
history prior t*.* the founding of Ayuddhya,” I A 1894 'law Sein Ko 
Some remarks on the Kalyaiii inscriptions,” Gcrhn\ Ifohson-Joltson s.v. 
Arakan.” 

Teak.' — Yet the export of teak from India, probably the Malabar 
coast, existed from ancient times, at least as a luxury article ; it was u.sed 
by Ncbuchadnc/.zar (^04-562 li.c., and teak beams, still undecayed, exist in 
♦he great palace of the .Sassanid kings at Selencia or Ctesiphon, dating 
from the middle of the sixth century. The first ICiiropean mention of 
Burma teak seems to be in i 597 wdicn the king of I'ortugal told his vicen»y 
at Goa n<»t to let die Turks exjHin ii from Pegu. See 353. Hobson- 
Jobson s.v. ‘' Teak,” Rmlhalcnmi/tl xMookerji y. 

Ancient coastline.- - llsuan-chuang 629-.] 5 heard of Prome as near 
;.i sea harbour ; but there is no evidence to support the tradiition that slu* 
was actually on the sea until the volcano Popa Ib.ll burst into eruption 
and Lower Burma lieaved above the waves. South of Proine ihtr great 
stretches of alluvial land were doubtless luuler water, but not the iiig!) 
land, of which there is plenty ; there is nothing 10 show that there lias 
been any volcanii upheaval on the Peurma mainland in luiman limes. 
The occurrence of boacken and other plants of temi-er.are regions on the 
summit of Popa Hill suggests tlial the close of the Glacial Age found its 
surface in a fit. stage to support vrrgctation i.e. it can hardly liavc hccu 
violently active in human time.s. See RSASH 1910 13, J A SHen^al 
1862 Blandford “Account of a visit to Puppa-doung.” 

At l^ayagyi, n<»rdi of Pegu town, at Ayetthima (Taikkala) in 'rhalori 
district, and at Thaton town, bolts, cables, and other parts of foreign ships 
have been unearthed. Rocks on the hills near Shwegyin show traces of 
sca-erosion. See Stewart “ Pegu (iazetteer ” *}, 32 ; Funiivali “ Syi lam 
(ifizetteer” 12 ; Forchammer “ NTnes on tin' early history and geography 
of British Burma (H-).” For some early iradiliuns, see S/iweniawdaw 
Thamaing. Shwe Haw. 

By the time of Anawrahla 1044-77 much of the Delta had Iciiig been 
mainland. When he riverthrew Thaton 1057 .she was doubtless ceasing 
to be a seaport. Pegu continued to be a sca])ort till about 1600 but tlie 
Sittang river was silting up in 1569 when the Venetian (aesar Frcilerick 

' Sec p. 10. " Sec p. II. 
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{^Hakluyt X. 119) describes the violent tide which ships had to catch in 
order to shoot up the narrow' channel to the town. The decline of Pegu 
town after 1600 is due to its being no longer accessible to merchant ships. 
The remains of Portuguese docks at Syriam show that even within the last 
three centuries much lan<l has been reclaimed. 


Pyu physiognomy. ‘ The people called Pyu in the clironicles, the 

people who lorded it at Prome, the people called Piao by the Chinese, 
and the people who w'lote the Pyu insniptions, r* y have, been distinct 
peoples. Villagers call these inscriptions Pyu vritlng,” bur they tend 
to give the name Pyu to any writing the' uo not understand. All 
authorities agree provisionally to assume that t*.ese peoples are one and the 
same, but we really know next to nothing of * .e Pyr, and it does not look 
as if we ever shall. One is therefore inclii d to be sceptical when one 
reads Mr Taw Sein Ko’s categorical stateme t at 1919 38, that 

the fresco he rcpiroduces from Kyanzittha’s (.)nhmin, Pagan, depicts a Pyu 
lady. She i.s a type commonly found in the frescoes of TaJaing j)agodas 
at Pagan, there is nothing to show her nationality, and other observers do 
not think it is Pyu. He proceeds to .say that the Pyus had an “aquiline 
nose, small mouth, pointed chin and welPdevcloped jaw,” lUit nobody 
has ever seen a Pyu, they have been extinct six centuries, and if, as is 
generally held, they were a Tibeto-Burman tribe, their features would be 
the reverse of aquiline. 


Naiicliao (p. f 5)-- t)jc (^'hinesr* called ii nan - soutli -1 c/uio ■■ prince. 
Nanchao represents the .southernmost limit in the direction of liurma 
reached by Chinese cultural influence, and so far as her people could 
write at all, they wrote in Chinese script. rheir Buddhism is of 
a type which comes from Tibet and China, not from the south ; thus, in 
777 they ljuilt a monastery to Kuan Yin the Mahayanist madonna 
(Salmon 47). 


Nanchao 
I Isi-nu-lo 649-74. 

Lo-sheng 674-712. 
.Sheng-lo-pi 712-28. 
P'i-lo-ko 728-48. 
Ko-lo-fcng 748-78. 
Feng-ch‘ieh-i, died young. 
I-mou-hsiin 778-808. 
Hsun-ko-ch'iian 808-9. 
Cliiian-lung-sheng 809-16' 
CEiian-li 816-24 
Ch'iian-fong-yu 824-59 ^ 

Shill-lung 859-77. 
Lung-shun 877-97. 
Shun-hua-chen 897-902. 


Pa^an 

Py ii-sawti 167-242. 
d’iminyi 242-99. 
Yimminpaik 299-324 
Paikthili 324-44. 
Thinlikyaung 344-87. 
Kyaungdurit 387-412 


brother^. 


^ See p. n. 
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BEFEO 1904 Pelliot “Deux itineraires” 165 notes the similarity 
between Nanchao and Pajjan royal nomenclature whereby the last syllable 
of the father’s name forms the lirst of tlie son’s. Above are the fourteen 
chiefs of the Mcng dynasty 649-902 of Nanchao, with their dates, which are 
well substantiated by t'hinese rexords, and the six chiefs of Pagan with 
the limannan dates which are unsubstantiated ; the identity ot system 
indicates a common origin, probably community of race. 

Mahamuni.' - The shrine, usually at Dinnyawadi, ti miles north of 
Mrohaung, in Akyab <Iistrict, was jjossibly the oldest in Purina, and 
certainly conlainerl the oldest image, ['Fhe Arakanese assign it to the 
reign of one Sandatliuriya 146-98, if not to iUiddha’s lifetime. But early 
Biul«lhists, like early Christians, never made an image of their Master ; 
they did not start tloing so till the rise of (irrcco- lUuidhist sculpture a(; 
(iandhara in the first century.] See Forchaminer “Mahamuni pagoda,” 
JHRS 1912 Cliiin Htwan Oimg “The Maliamuni Shrine” and 1916 
San Shwe I in “ Tlie Story of Mahnmuni.” 

The manner by which the image was taken in 1785 to Mandalay 
(p. 268) has been made the subject of iinn«'<'cssary mystery, as if there 
were any difficulty in transporting even larger masses by forced labour. 
Seine writers think there is a contlict of evidence between Symes m» 9 who 
says it was brought by water, anil Cnr-LvfurJ I. 476 who says “it was 
iranspoitcvl l)y the difluull route of Padaung, taken to pieces.” Neither 
is a primary aulhm ity, and in any case .Sy/^ic.r is superficial. KitNlaunysei 
581- j rlescriltes iiow it was taken by sea to Taungup in Sandoway 
di by land over the pass to Padaung in Ihome district, and by livcr 

to tlie < ajiiial ; and in final corroboration we have tlic cviilence of an 
officer who accompanied rrant over the An Pass in 1826. He writes {I A 
1897 Temple “ An unpublished document relating to tlie First Burmese 
War”) that when marching through An town he was told “the head was 
taken olf and the body divide<I above the navel, 'i'hree lafts were then 
consti LK ted on which these different parts were floated down the Sunder- 
bands to Sandoway ; thence it was tran^3ported in the same way to Tongo 
Kt)ung at the loot of the hills, where it remained till a mad was formed to 
Padaiing just lielow Prome. When the road was made, the three paits 
were placed on sledges and dragged by manual labour over the mountains 
to the . . . I rraw'addy.” 

Ari. ■ 'riie Thayapu pagoda, built in the eleventh century, at Let- 
hkok in Myingyan district, contains frescoes showing Ari in black robes. 
The /oiKs i'iassiiiis is ARASI 1915-16 Duroiselle “ The An of P»unna 
and 'Tantric Biiddhi.sni.” Mr. Taw Sein Ko at RSASB 1909 9 says an 
inscription records their existence in 1468 at Ky^auksauk in Myingyan 
district ; doubtless they existed then and even later, but the inscription, at 
Inscriptions 1 903 1 8 1 , does not mention them. 

For the droit de seigneur of king and priest in so many parts of the 
world, see Westermarck I. ch. v. Its existence among certain types of 
Brahman is what one might expect, but its existence among Buddhist clergy 

i See pp. 17, 137. ' See pp. 17, 95. 
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is surprising, and is of course very rare : in Tndo-China the only instances 
beside the Ari seem to be among the Hkainti Shans even now, and in the 
thirteenth century among sonic of the clergy in Siam, the Laos, and 
Cambodia where the Chinese ohser\'er calls it the chentan. 'rradition 
says that the Popa myofhu^n exercised it till three generations ago. 

Long after the Ari had ceased to exercise the right, the Ihirmese cum 
uxorem ditcuniy nouam nupUim ad tempus primae metis alio uiro tradunt^ 
qui cam uiticiy hanc ad rem perestrinos ex occidente maximi faciunt^ 
interdum etiam fit ut pater ipse suae filiae. uim uituferit^ ajttequam cam 
nouo mar it o in manus dederit. This is first mentioned fhuii^cr 203) by 
Ludovico de Varthema about 1505 at Tenasserim, but Anderson “English 
intercourse with Siam ” 26 shows ho was never tliere, so that this entry by 
itself pro\es nothing. JJut it docs not stand by itself /d?isc//oten 1. 09, 
writing in 1592, refers to the custom at i*egu, ami Se/toutim L 254 refers 
to it in Arakan in the seventeenth century, Richard {P hikerton IX. 760) 
in the eightecntli, adding that Dutch sailors were, paid for tiie service ; 
cf. TP 1891 Cordier “ Les Kran<;ais en Hirinanie ” 27, written by 1786. 
The custom i.s cjuite obsolete and forgotten. 

Another curious Burmese custom, whether connected with the Ari or 
not, i.s in mulierum ^ratiam ad membrum uirile tintinabuia aitrea uil 
ari*enta appema gestant ut sonum reddant dum per ciitiiatcm deamimlant. 
'I'his [quite distinct from the ring worn by Chins, Knralingis, Zulus, and 
Romans (Pliny, Nat Hist. XXX III. 54) as an aid to continence] is men- 
tioned at Ava by Nicolo di Conti about 1433 (Jiady^er ^ ; at l^^'gu in 1511 by 
Ruy Nunez d’Acunha {I/akiuyt X. 29), in 1 586 by Fit h {Hakluyt X. 196), 
in r592 {Idnschofcn 1 . 99), and .somewliat later by Stevens 1. 228, and 
in Arakan about 1724 by Valcntyn V. i. 136. < Mic hears vaguely of shot 

being used in the same way ad lubidinem in Indian towns nowadays. 
Possibly, loo, the noise of the bells was intended to .scare away ev il spirits, 
for in norlhcrii India cowry shells are thus hung on little buys in ward off 
the evil eye, and little girls wear anklets of tinkling bolls )>aitly to scare 
away evil spirits. The custom is no longer remembered in Biinna, but 
perhaps some cognate idea underlies the iiiibcdding of .solid metal pellets 
under the skin of aims and chest by dacoils as a charm against wound.s. 

Drink. — In addition to these instances above (pp. 17, 60, 80, 95, 1 10, 
122, 123, f6o, 1^7, F7I, 20f, 2 c 8, 210, 212, 222, 232, 262, 278, 283, 340), 
there are the following : 

From the first the kings of I'agan tot^k part in the annual Mahagiri 
sacrifice (p. 167), which was also a drinking feast {Wawhayalhuitta 
At Martaban in 1281 Aleimma and Warern ploUefl to make each other 
drunk and then let loose a.s.sa.ssins {Razadarit Ayedaivpon'). In 1336 
money was smuggled into the Sagaing palace in pots of liquor {fJmannan 
T. 396). C.'usar Frederick, year 1567 {flakluyt X. 115), says the 
chief product of .Morgui is iiyper wine made from the dani jialrn (Nijia 
frnctican.s, Wurmb.) ; Linschoten L 103, writing in 1592, says it is exported 
from Tenasserim in great Pegu jars to India where women drink it .secretly 
and go.ssip. (kisparo Halbi, year 1583 {//akluyt X. 153), says the l^elta 
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folk live in boats covered with straw and drink hot waters made from rice, 
stronjj as our aquavitae- Caesar Frederick, year 1 567, and Fitdi, year 
1586 {flakluyt X. 128, 191), mention opium from Mecca and C:in\bay as 
one of the principal imports into liurma. The Maun[4 Minbyu Nat spirit 
is a prince who died of opium, being the son of Bayinnaung^ 1551-81 ; 
the Minye Aungdin N.il spirit is a prince who died of drink, being tl\e 
son of king Anaukpetlun 1605-28 {Tctnple 37). Afanrt'ijut; xxi, xxix, 
year 1630, found locally made wine on sale in Mrohaung baz-iar, and 
mentions Arakanese odicers getting drunk on rice lic.pior given tliein 
by a monk. Manned IV. 210, writing in 1701-05, syieaks of the Bur- 
mese governor’s drinking feasts at the annual Shwedagoii ft.stival, where 
a law o.Tjcer once got so drunk that f‘«r a bet he was fired into 
the air at tlu; tail of a giant rcjcket, and his charred body was foiu'd 
next morning far away in the jungle. In i/i)7 the young ^lObIe.^ at 
the Amarapura ]«alru:c were passionately addicted to liquor and intoxi- 
cating diugs, employing secret agents to obtain them at any price, though 
the penalty was death {C'ox 250). In 1024 the royal bodyguard drank 
on the sly everything they cciiiM {Conger 138, 141). Officers of ihe 
victorious anuy In 1825 found that the Burmese commanders who dhied 
with them drank very sparingly in public, out of respect for the king s 
orders, but the lower classes were .so excessively fond of liquor of any 
dt:.scripiit.jn that, ileatli penalty or r.o death penalty, tiiey drank cverythmg 
they (.ould get, and had plenty of toddy and fermented rice {Snougrass 22;,, 
Trant J >0) ; wc often found Buniiese sohliers under the infiuence of 
opium, anti the ('apuired stockades contained opium balls in large 
quantities ('/>.//// 128). In 1826 opium and liquor were stajde imjrorts ; 
imp(u-ts wc.fo subject to 10 per cent, customs duty, l.'ut inside the country 
there wht, no e.vv-'isc iluty, for Government did not recognise the existence ol 
intoxicanr.s, and governors wmo received money for permittirrg their use 
were a;,llrig unolih ially {CruTofonf IL i8t-, i82, and apjc 78). The 
Msenwi saio/noii in .'837 'nad leaint 10 get intoxicated on drink and opium 
in the Ava palace (J/f /.cur/ u/;./ Richardsnn 126;. 'fhe fir.-t English 
admini-stralors of Begii in 1853 ft>und intoxicants usetl to excess, U>ddy 
'oemg drunk from the palrntrces that grew everywhere, and opium being 
sold in quantities by Chinamen - see old office tiles and Perkins 91. 

Proliibition does imt jippear to have developed until the time of 
Bayinnaiing 1551-81. Down to the last generation or two, travellers 
never describe the jicople Bunna as either sober or drunken, but seem 
to have regarded them as much the same as other people. 

Cucumber King.* - See HEFEO 1905 Huber “ Le jardinicr regicide 
qui devint roi.” There arc at least three other versions — an exact parallel 
in the Burmese fairy tale book “ Princess Thudhammasari,” and two 
variants in Cambodian history, one in the eighth ari'l the other in the 
fourteenth century. 'Vhe present king of Cambodia claims tlescent from 
the gardener and prove.s it by showing, in his palace at Pnom Penh, the 
very spear and sword with which his ancestor slew the royal trespasser. 


' See p. 19. 
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The Burmese and Cambodian chroniclers, wishing to have a history in 
the remote past, made up for the absence of material by drawing on 
folk-lore. The underlying idea is that in the Priest of the Golden Bough, 
see Frazer “ Magic Art and the Evolution of Kings ” 1 . 2 . 

Vesali in the Indian land.' — Hmannan I. 234 calls it “ Vesali in 
Missirnataik,” which is the Middle Country, Biiddh.Vs homeland. Hence 
Phiiyre “History” 22 surmises that Vesali is Basarh village, north-east 
of Patna. The distance of Basarh presents no great difficulty, for there 
was an overland route in use (pp. 9, 17). Nor does the difference of 
language, for the kings took women into their harems regardless of the 
fact that they had not a word in common (pp. 380, 283). The caste 
difficulty however remains, and it is less likely that Anawrahta really sent 
so far afield than that his late chronicler thinks it fitting for his hero to 
have a queen from the Holy Land. 

Assam w'as called Vesali. There was also a Vesali town in Akyab 
district, and Do IVe expressly admits that its lord presented his daughter 
Hti Hlaing Pni to .Anawrahta when he was inx ading Arakan, RSASB 
1918 13; it does not follow that it was this princess, among the many 
presented to Anawrahta, who was Kyanzittha’s mother, but, if she was, 
there was enough Indian blood in Arakan to give her son Kyan/ittha his 
un- Burmese features. 

The story of Kyanzittha with its accretions is a fairy talc ; his mother 
Panchakalyani shares the glamour, and it is imxnobable that her identity 
will ever be settled. 'Fhe weight of feeling seems to be against Kyanzittha 
being the son of Anawrahta. The following is mostly from .MS. authorities 

Dainmazcdi-ahtokpatti, “ Hid not Kyanzittha, though only a commoner, 

become king r ” ; Seindakyawthubwehkan, “ Sawlu was of the blood royal, 
Kyanzittha was not” ; Hmannan I. 277, “The wise said ‘ With this child 
[Saw'lu] the royal blood shall end’”; Ya/a\vunthazalini, “ Kyanzittlia’s 
paternity is nnascertainable,” In his inscriptions, Kyanzittha claims to be 
of dragon race. Twinthin, Mg Kala, Ishugumawgun, Yazawiinthazalini, 
all make him the son of a dragon. 

Massacre of the Innocents.'-' -This story, in Hmannan I. 235, closely 
following Mg Kala’s chronicle (p. 207), bears the stamp of an letiological 
myth, invented to account for the name Kyanzittha. The Palaungs know 
it, but only as part of the Kyanzittha legend, which has passed over to 
them. 

In Herodotos V. 92 the ruling clan at Corinth, hearing that the infant 
Cypselus will prove formidable to them, send to slay him ; he smiles in 
his cradle and the slayers relent. The story is not parallel, as there is no 
attempt to kill other children. The following are real parallels. 

In St. Matthew II., the number of children slain by Herod is not 
stated, but tradition makes the number very large, e.g. the Greek Liturgy 
says 14,000. 

In the Ceylon chronicle Mahavamsa IX. and X., the royal uncles, 


' See p. 23. 


- Sec p. 24. 
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hearing that Pandukabhaya, who afterwards became king of Ceylon, 
377-307 B.C, would be born and overthrow them, twice killed his 
companions, hoping to kill him — once when he was seven and again when 
he was twelve. 

In Wilson “Vishnu Purana’* 498, 504, 558 king Kansa, hearing that 
his sister shall bear a child, Krishna, to slay him, kills her children one 
after another as soon as they are born, but she manages to preserve 
Krishna ; hearing that he has escaped, Kansa orders “ Let active search 
be made for whatever young children there may be on earth, and let every 
boy in whom there are signs of unusual vigour be slain without remorse ” ; 
but still Krishna escapes and finally slays Kansa. 

The raja of Manipur, warned by prophecy that he would be slain by 
his son, has all boy babies in his harem killed at birth. Put the mother 
of Gharib Newaz 1714-54 (p. 208) smuggles him away into a village where 
he is brought up by Naga tribesmen. Later, the raja has his suspicions 
aroused and orders all the children in that village to stand on a bridge 
and watch boats racing beneath ; he had caused the bridge to be sawn 
through, so the children fell into the water and were drowned. But the 
guardians of Gharib Newaz had been warned, so he escaped, grew up, 
entered his father the raja’s service, accidentally killed him while they 
were hunting together, and then, the truth coming out, succeeded to the 
throne {Hodson 79). 

Such stories recall customs whereby chiefs killed all boy babie.s born 
in the harem to wives other than the head wife. One version of the 
Gharib Newaz story specifically says this was the custom in Manipur until 
he abrogated it to celebrate his escajie, and paid the penalty by being 
murdered by one of hi.s own bastards. Indeed conquerors sometimes 
safeguarded themselves by extirpating the boy babies of subject tribes ; 
Pharoah passed such a decree against the Israelites (Exodus L 8-28). 

But Kyanzittha’s must be regarded as a case of literary influence, 
unless his story can be pushed back much further than 1724, when Mg 
Kala was wTilten. St, Matthew dates from the second century, the 
Puranas from the fljurth ; Mahavamsa was not written till the early sixth 
and so may conceivably have been influenced by the Christian story, for 
Christianity was already old at Madras by then. There were Catholics 
(p. 189) at the Burmese court long before Mg Kala was written ; the court 
Brahmans were of course soaked in the Puranas. The lUirmcse chroniclers 
probably heard the Christ and Krishna stories ; they certainly knew the 
story of Pandukabhaya, for Mahavamsa was one of their greatest classics. 

Byatta ’ was shipwrecked at Thalon with an cider brother Byatwi ; 
the Zingyaik pagoda there is ascribed to the royal chaplain who adopted 
them. They proceeded to roast and cal the corpse of a magician, which 
made them each as strong as a full grown male elephant. The chief of 
Thaton grew afraid of such powerful servants and tried to get rid of them. 
Byatta escaped to Pagan but his elder brother was killed and the chief ol 
Thaton buried different parts of his body with magical rites at places 

* See pp. 24, 27, 30. 
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round the city so as to make it impregnable. Wlien Anawrahta dug them 
up and dung them into the sea, the water shot up as high as a palm tree, 
Htnannan I. 246-50. 

The idea that it is possible to partake of a man*s nature by eating 
his flesh underlies the cannibalism of the South Sea Islands and is 
sublimated in the Eucharist — 

Et antiquum documentum 
Novo cedaU ritui. 

The noturious bandit Twet Ngalu had been a monk and a magician and 
was elaborately tattooed; when he was killed in 1888, nothing would 
satisfy the nearest Shan chief but to dig up the body and boil it down into 
a concoction which he persisted in wanting to share with the English Chief 
Commissioner so that they both might become invincible. Burmese and 
Shan legends are full of stories about eating corpses to obtain magical 
powers such as flying. Similarly in 1907 Say a I, a Burmese wizard doctor, 
was convicted at Hanthawaddy Sessions for a shocking act of murder 
and cannibalism — mulierem i'rauidam occidity puerumque utero exsecuit 
coxiiy deuorauit ; and while I was at Bassein in 1914 a Burman was 
tried and convicted for disinterring a corpse in the town cemetery, 
apparently with the same object. 

The burial of Byatwi’s body round Thaton walls is based on the same 
reasoning as the myosade (p. 320). In the Norse Saga, Kagnar Lodbrog’s 
son, dying in Northumbria, was buried at his own wish where his realm 
was most exposed to attack, nor could William the Conquerer 1066-87 
penetrate the frontier until he had dug up the body and burnt it to ashes. 
A century ago the Burnia-China frontier was fixed at Kenglaw between 
Kengtung and Kenghung by burying two men alive, one facing north the 
other facing south ; in British times two images of Buddha, placed back 
to back, were substituted. Perhaps Anawrahta’s magical images of men 
left “ in the Indian land of Bengal ” were set there with a similar idea, 
although they were musicians, not armed men, and his frontier did not 
extend as far (Hmannan I. 272). See EncycL Ee/ig’. and Ethics s.vv. 
“Burma” and “Foundation, Foundation-Rites.” 

Burmese Irrigation.^ — Population in Kyaukse was maintained by 
fresh batches of prisoners of war. In early times the method of keeping 
them there w.as to make them responsible for the upkeep of a pagoda and 
bind them to attend two festivals a year. After the first quarter of the 
seventeenth century the method w'as to allot prisoners of war to a unit of 
the army, at the same time giving them land in Kyaukse. To be a canal 
tenant was not serfdom but an honour (p. 347). 

The area irrigated was rather more than 100,000 acres at the end 
of native rule. It was administered dii ov-dy under the Crown by two 
governors, one for the Zawgyi and one for the Panlaung. At each weir 
was a sebin village whose inhabitants had to keep constant watch on the 
weir and were exempt from all other duties and from thathameda (house- 
hold tax) ; they formed a hereditary profession and were employed on 

* See pp. 25, 58. 
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construction of weirs, repair of breaches, etc. Some are still employed. 
This system of sebin villages was peculiar to Kyauksc among irrigated 
districts. 

Until within living memory revenue was usually in kind and was 
sometimes farmed. For two years running, 1869-70, the king required 
twenty lakhs (two million bushels) of paddy, much of wdiich was stored as 
a famine precaution. In 1883 the revenue was farmed for Rs. 400,000 
and in 1885 for Rs. 500,000, the real value of which was more than the 
present settlement Rs. 800,000 ; indeed it was crushing, sec Sfcwuj f 
“ Kyaukse Settlement Report” ch. V. 

The grain boats went down the Zaw'gyi to the Myitnge river, then into 
Irrawaddy, and so to wherever the capital was. The chronicles usually 
refer to the canal area by the name Yehlwengahkayaing, “ the Five Sluices.” 
The principal additions after Anawrahla*s time were Kyaukse weir by 
king Narapatisithu 1173- 12 10, Thindwe by Athinhkaya the Shan chief of 
Myinsaing in 1300, Zidaw by Minkyiswasawke chief of Ava 1368-1401, 
Ngakyi by Mobye Narapati chief of Ava 1 546-52, Pinda and Mumgyi by 
king Mindon 1853-78. It l(X)ks as if the Pagan dynasty diverted the 
Zawgyi river; it now flows north but there are traces of an oltl bed as if 
it originally ran west from the great Yehlwi;. 'fhe canal system is fathere<l 
on Anawrahta, but doubtless he found w'orks already in existence. 

Other Burmese irrigation works, with the acreage nominally irrigated 
in Burmese times, are as follows. Save at Kyaukse and in Meiktila lake 
they were rarely in full working carder. 

Meiktila district: Meiktila lake, 15,000, dating from an unknown 
period, as Anawrahta only rejiaircd it. Nyaung^yan-Minlila lakes, 18,000, 
reconstructed by king Mindon 1853-78. 

Yamethin district: Kyaukse lake, 5,000, apparently prehistoric. 
Yamethin lake or Kyinikan, 5,000. 

Mafidalay district : Shwclachaung canal 20,000. Shwelaung canal, 
2(5,000, constructed by .Mindon and abandoned five year:; later. Nanda 
and Maungmagan lakes by king Alaungsithu 1112-67; Auni^binle and 
Tamokso lakes by his son Minshinzaw, all four now extinct. 

Shivcbo district : the Mu canals, the tnost ambitious and least 
successful of all, dating from king Narapatisithu 1 173-1210. If successful 
they could have commanded 300,000 acres but it is d«)ubtful if they ever 
supplied 30,000. Alaungpaya 1752-60 repaired them and constructed the 
Mahananda lake to supply Shwebo with water. 

Minim district : Man 15,000 and Salin 20,000. The origin of these 
canals is prehistoric and they originated with the people, not with the king. 

'Phe I 5 urme.se worked without scientific formulae, relying^ on trial 
and error. It was a most expensive method, and it would have been 
impossible but for the large reserves of forced labour which the king 
could command. Maintenance was terribly burdensome as construction 
relied largely on palm trees and jungle wood which did not last three 
years, and owing to defective methods serious breaches were the rule. 
If a construction failed, it was tried again two or three times, and 
if it still failed it was abandoned on the ground that the gods were 
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against it. Thus, the Mon system in Minbu district always failed ; 
when the English built it a decade ago many men refused to apply 
for land, saying that king Narapatisithu 1 173-12 lo himself had failed 
there, Thagyamin, the King of the Spirits, was clearly against the project, 
it could never succeed, it was flying in the face of providence, etc. etc. 
Yet after these deductions are made, the fact remains that Burmese irri- 
gation works are a monument to the skill and energy of the race. The 
best stonework is good, and the alignment is extraordinarily fine. The 
cultivator has a good eye for levels ; he has seen the land under rain 
year by year, and can tell to a nicety which way water will run otf, 
English irrigation oflicers have seldom been able to better the main 
alignment of any Burmese canal system. They have straightened 
channels and cut off bends which were unavoidable to builders who did 
not use falls, but they have not bettered the sites as a whole, and they 
now admit that the Burmese site of the Mu canal would have given 
a better alignment than the one now utilised. See Stuart “ Old Bur- 
mese irrigation works,” y/jVv*^’ 1921 Stewart “Burmese irrigation : a side- 
light on Burmese history,” 

Myosade * is the Burmese name for a human victim buried alive under 
the foundations of a great building in order to provide a guardian spirit. 
The idea occurs in one form or another all the world over (see Encycl. oj 
Religion and Ethics s.vv. “ Bridge ” and “ Foundation, Foundation- 
Kites”). Thus, Hiel laid the foundation of Jericho in his fii-siborn and 
set up the gates thereof in his youngest son (j Kings XVI 34). Men 
were buried under the round towers of prehistoric Ireland. In the 
Merlin legend, V'ortigern, the fifth century British tribal chief, needs the 
life-blood of a boy to secure the foundations of his new castle. The 
custom passed over into Christian times, for in 563 when St. Columba 
built Iona, St. Oran offered himself and was buried at the foundation ; 
later, human lives were spared and substitutes were used. When the 
keep of the Tower of London was built in 1078, the mortar was tempered 
with the blood of beasts. 

In backward countries the full custom survived. In seventeenth- 
century japan it was an honourable act for a slave to offer himself as a 
foundation ; he would lie down in the trench and the great stones were 
then lowered. In 1634 the king of Siam renewed .seventeen gates of 
Ayuthia, two victin]s were required for each of the two posts of e.ach 
gate, and sixty-eight pregnant women were therefore chosen ; but owing 
to peculiar omens an exception was made and only four actually suffered 
{JSS 1910 Raverswaay “Translation of Van Vliet’s description of Siam ” 
19). In the Balkans the instinct for human victims survives but is 
inhibited by modern government. In Turkey in 1865 two soldiers had 
to be prevented from burying children in the foundations of a blockhouse. 

These recent instances, in countries not less civilised, render less 
surprising the survival of the custom in Burma at a late date. Although 
tradition says the custom was observed at the foundation of every city, 

^ Sec pp. 25, 4T. 
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the chronicles seldom mention it. The chroniclers may have taken it 
for granted, and being monks they would tend to slur over a pagan 
survival. The Manu Kye dhammathat law])ook (p. 238 above) rules 
that no debt can be demanded when human victims are being buried 
at the corners of the capital. Razadarit Ayedawpon, recording the 
foundation of Martaban in 1287, says that a pregnant woman was crushed 
under the gate post at the correct astrological moment. An eye-witness 
told Dr, Mason that when Tavoy was rebuilt after 1751, a criminal was 
put in the post hole of each gate {Afdwn 106). i (mannan 111. 303 
records without comment tlic burying of in the Wunbe In palace 
at Ava in 1676; had the custom been obsolete and revolting in 1829. 
when the compilers wrote, they would have added a word of palliation - 
and tliere are no grounds for supposing Burmese civilisatioi^ in their day 
to be any dilfcMent from what it had been in 1676. The memory is still 
vivid in backward areas in 1919 the myo'na of Miing Kiing, Southern 
Shan Slates, tric<l a villager for murdering a monastery servant ; the 
villager pleaded that he had been driven to it as the monastery servant 
}ia<l threatened to have him offered to the lUidge S]»irit. 

King Mimlou 1H55-78 was a truthful old gentleman but he had a 
wav of cnnsiileiing himseir entitled to deny a thing merely l^ecause he 
had shut his eyes to it. He used to s.ay that he never had a man e.xeruted ; 
it is true that he hated the death sentence, but he used to say 'fake 
him away, I..et me never see l»is la< e again, ’ and everyone knew what 
followed those wools. He told the f ’hiel ComrnissiornT of briiish linrina 
(h.it tlie myosude custom laid nol been followed at tlie foundation of Man- 
il.ifay in 1857 {I yf cite I. a 51). but he used lu offer fruit and flowers in 
Mie jjalai.e to a tnyvsadc spirit {GUR 1 . ii. 35), Dr. baslian, who was 
at Mandala) m t8f>o, wroU; “The king uas op])osed to the griiescnne 
ceremony, but the niiiiislcM’s saw llial it was canied out in acc.oi dance 
witli ancient ciisioiu ” {fnisf/afi Ii. i^i). J'lie .'..onscient e ul dc' etU peojile 
hated tlie rite, but it doc.;, not 1i.u!v>w that it was not carrieii oui withoa! 
tlie king’s sam.licj.n, lu iiole and corner fash«ioM at ingiu. 

last of Captives.' When disMisnug ?hc antiquity <sf soi-a- parti'.;;;) u 
craft, the pundits often appeal to If mannan f, 25? which giv'S a detailed 
list of the various types of craftsmen carried nvay frern TInton ):\ 
Anawi'.ihta. Hafortunately this list has tin- air :>f meticulous 
winch c..ne as :c.c;:it''.s wit is cojnpiete jh. rion, arul it beais a family 
resemblance, u> siinih.u' Iis{ s which the chroniclers '..an not r';r:.ist inivoduciug 
whenever a. capiiai is enslaved — e.g. ('hiengmai [5^8 {Jimif.nnan Ii. j^j). 
.Cynthia 1563 ilhnannan II. 37b), I’cgu 1757 (Gan/^u'nnyyr/ 
Ayuth.ia 1767 ( 42()). The 'I'halon I’.st, in //m^rrn. 'n crsnip/ll d 

in 1829, can have no valulity .sy* for what h.ipjuT.cd in 105 ;, in-. I 
its value can 1)0 gauged from the fact that it includes maker;' of cannor. 
and muskets among the craftsmen cairied off by Anawrabt.i. See nod;- 
Kirearms ” j>. 340. 


■ See pp. I Oh, lON, 235, v:53, 



NOTES 


Cholasin the Delta. ^ — Forchammer “ Jardine Prize*’ 22 thinks that 
Anawrahta’s objective may have been the Tamil colonies rather then 
the Talainfifs, and Stewart Pegu Gazetteer ’* 2 1 writes as if Anawrahta 
foresaw a Chola invasion of Burma and forestalled it by conquering the 
Delta. But the nineteenth century revealed how little the Burmese knew 
about neighbouring countries even under Bodawpaya, a more powerful 
monarch than Anawrahta. Nor is there anything to show that the Cholas 
ever contemplated invading even Lower Burma, let alone the interior ; they 
found ail the field they wanted in Malaya, Java and Sumatra. The theory 
rests on the obsolete surmise that Kidaram, one of the Chola conquests, is 
identical with Pegu ; Mr Taw Sein Ko, after accepting this identification, 
continues, categorically, with reference to two stone posts at Pegu, about 
which there is no record, “ Rajcndra Chola I ... in order to commem- 
orate his conquest . . . erected these Pillars of Victory, in accordance with 
a well-known Indian custom” {RSASB 1907 19, 1910 14, 1919 24). But 
HEFKO 1918 Ctediis “ Le royaume dc ^rivijaya ” shows conclusively that 
Kidaram is Kedah in the Malay states. Had there been a Chola ruler in the 
Delta, the Burmese chronicles would surely mention him as vanquished 
in Anawrahla’s 1057 campaign or Kyanzittha’s e.\pcdition. 

'I here rcinain-s the undoubted presence ol a Chola “ [)rince” in Burma 
(p. 42). But he may not have been a prince- -cf. Alaimgpaya’s “embassy 
from llie king of London town, England,” and Bodavvpaya’s Cliinese 
“princesses” (pp, 280, 291, 362). There i.s nothing to show that he was 
ruling anywhere in Burma ; he may liave been passing through on some 
mission further east. 

pong and Koshan pye ,'** — Dalrymple IL 477-82 gives a note dated 
1763 on a hilly coiiniry, apparently south-east of Assam and north-west of 
Burma, called Poong. The map at the end of Trant^ published 1827, 
shows Bong as an area at 96*" ca.sl, 26'" north. Panbertoft 108-46 shortly 
before 1835 visited Manipur and found there a Shan MS., which his inter- 
preters translated into Munipuri, giving the history of a mighty kingdom, 
which stretched between latitudes 27*^ and 22'^ north and was called Pong. 

Liver since then people have wondered what the kingdom of Pong 
was, and have inclined to regard it as an ancient Shan empire. Parker 
“ Burma, relations with China ” 23 identifies it as part of Nanchao 
(Yunnan). GUB I. i. 190 follows him. BEFEO 1904 Pelliot “ Deux 
itin^Sraires ” 160 shows that the identification is inadmissible; see also 
Hoiison 1 14. Pemberton says the Burmese called it not Pong but Mogaung. 

The empire is .simply the state of Mogaung ; Pong is the same word 
as Maw, and the people were the Maw Shans. At one time or another 
they wandered across tjuite an extensive area between the firahmaputra 
and Salween rivers, but they did not occud” it all simultaneously, still less 
did they organise a kingdom. They extended sometimes along the Shweli 
river, sometimes over Mogaung and Mohnyin, sometimes over the upper 
Chindwin river .and into Mcanipur. It is impossible to say in which of 
these areas they were when they paid homage to Anawrahta and gave him 

^ See pp. 2S, 42. -See pp. 31, 165, 171, 25S, agi. 
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a princess. In the Hmannan account of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries they centre at Mogaung and Mohnyin, sometimes a single state, 
sometimes a joint state, sometimes two states. Its subject states, i.e. 
villages, in 1442 are enumerated at Tun Nyein 38. 

Another fabulous empire is Koshanpye. Kawsampi, the classical 
name of an area in the Holy Land of Upper India, became one of the 
resounding titles of major Shan states {Cochrane I. 46, 67, and GUB 
I. i. 189). Burmese officials in the Shan states could not resist the 
similarity between Kaw^sampi and ko skan />ye, “nine Shan countries,” 
especially as the number nine is st> |x>pu1ar -witness the nine hkayain^ 
in Kyaukse, the ninety-nine sawlnvas^ and the year 999 beloved of 
village antiquaries. Yule “ Mission ” 292 enumerates the Koshanpye or 
Kopyedaung--the towns of Kaingma, Maingmavv, Mowiin, Latha, Hotha, 
Santa, and Mona, Mainglyin, Sigwin ; the first six are shown on the map 
in his end flap. They lay north and east of Bhamo in what is now 
Yiinnan. They were raided by Hnyinnaung in 1562 {Hmannan II. 357). 
though the Chinese {Parker “ Burma, relations with Cdiina ” 69) give the 
chief lUirmese raid as being in 1583 ; from this time Bhamo and the 
Koshanpye begin to fall under Burmese influence (p. 165) and in 1769 
that influence became paramount (p. 258). After 1594 the Chinese main- 
tained eight “Frontier Gates ” or “Iron (iales ” across the main routes; 
their position varied somewhat at times ; the brick arches of three are still 
visible slightly east of the Myitkyina frontier, one of them with an opening 
al.)Ove, for the purpose, say the Kachins, of s])earing the war elephants of 
the Burmese ; no iron door-leaves arc traceable. 

The Guards.' — Anawrahta must have had some .sort of ahmudan or 
permanent troo|)S on duty in the palace, such as can be seen in the Shan 
states to-day, but the first specific mention of a palace guard is Hmannan 
1. 323 which says Narapatisithu 1173- 12 10 formed “two companies inner 
and outer, and they kept watch in ranks one behind the other, for he knew 
with what ease he had slain his brother Naralheinhka.” The (iuard formed 
the nucleus round which the mass levy assembled in war time ; it was the 
standing army. Under great kings it was naturally bigger than usual. 
Hmannan 11 . 258 gives a glowing description of how Bayinnaung 1551-81 
marched to war surrounded by his Cjiiards in golden helmets and splendid 
dresses, and duubtle.ss it was a great sight although the gold was gilt, and 
order was conspicuous by its absence, for even in the nineteenth century, 
when they had some hireling European instructors, the Guards were 
not strong at drill ; but when Hmannan II. 299 goes on to .say that 
Bayinnaung had a guard of 40,000 marching round him, the number 
must be reduced by just one figure — a decimal — for the reasons given in 
“Numerical Note” p. 333. The energetic Alaungpaya dynasty was at 
least as powerful as Bayinnaung and its Guard was only a few thousand. 
Symes 318 who saw them in 1795 says there were always 700 on duly in 
the palace and not more than 2,000 all told in the city. Havelock 353 who 
saw them in the palace in 1826 says their full strength was 4,000 — 5,000 


^Sce pp. 31, 57. 
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and they were “ habited in the war jackets of dark glazed cloth so familiar 
to the English.** Gouger io6 who lived in the capital and saw the army 
march out rejoicing against the English says “ each man was attired in a 
comfortable campaigning jacket of black cloth, thickly wadded and quilted 
with cotton ** — doubtless the same thing as is to be seen in the Shan states 
to-day, and not improbably it was used by Bayinnaung’s men against the 
cold of the field. 

The Guard was divided into four win^ each of which resided in 
barracks outside the palace, one at each point of the compass. The com- 
mander of each was a winhmu^ a very great personage, 'fhe men were 
selected for trustworthiness and many of th.em were gentry (pp. icSo, 347). 

Married his father’s queen,* a frequent occurrence among the kings 
of Indo China. Kachins in;uTy their stepmothers. In the same way 
Oidipous married his mother, and .Anglo-.Saxon kings of England manicd 
their stepmothers as a matlei of course; as late as the eleventh century 
Knut married the elderly widow of Aellhrcd whom he had ousted. The 
reason was throughout the same : to marry the dowager strengthened a 
dairuaiit’s title. She was the queen bee, the great mother of the tribe. 
Soinctaues she tould sting, as in the ‘ a.sc of tin* lady Siiin bo nur, of r.oliie 
hiilli, who was queen 1.) the following iive chiefs c/f i\va in siiccesi/ior : 

1. Minhkaung iqoi-.-jj. 

2. His son 'rhihathii whom she < aused to be slain betausc he 

tavourcil another (jiioen. As the court would nt)l crow’ii the slayer, and 
set up the slain king’s nine- year-old son, 

3. Minliinnge she poisoned himaeal then set up her lover, 

4. Kalckyclaungnyo 1426 who was tlrivcn out by 

‘v Molinyiuthado 14 , >7 -40 who (inaily mastered her, p. fjy. 
liunnese kings habiuially lurirried tiseir half-sisters. fhe king's eldest 
d.iiig liter was kept umuairieti in a hwindaing ein (»a.e post hoii.se) until he 
died ; llien she man led Jiis successor, Shw(tv \ Hv 442, 440 ; so, in i 'aii 
Jataka ito. 454 (( il-.ala), princess Devagabbha is kept in a single round- 
tower. like Danae, because the Brahm.aiis piophecy that a son born of liei 
will i.'verthrow the dyn.isty. Connnoners among the Veddalis of (ieyion, 
many .Virican tribes, and even the civilised Kgy})iian:-. under the PloieiniC'* 
ari'I i!i(^ Komans, mairi.ed their .sisters. l<o> cdiy thd so among the Incas 
of I’eiu, the riiara.ohs and I'tolcmies of Egypt, some of the anciem 
i'(‘rsians (o.g. Kaiui»ii.'-cs), some tribes in Ahiia and the Hutcli East 
Indies, and the Siame-.-e until the pre.serU king objected, /.ens marrievl 
lie? a, O.siri:* Isis, and Abraham his sister Sarah (Goriesis XX. t2 and ct. 

S.umiel .\ill. 15), ffmannan II. 313 aiu.l Hi. I55 gives a reason -- 
“ Krom of oki kings liave alvv.ivs mairita! their sistiM's -o (h:ii. the blood 
royal may be time.’' .Mellioid, writing in 1O19 of .Arakan, says “The 
king marrietb. constantly his own .sister, and givetii for reason the tirst 
men’s practice in the infancy of i)ie world, aftinning that no religion can 
deny tiiat Ailam's son-; married Adam’s daughters” {Punti-is looc;). 

.'■■•ee ‘’ 'fhe Magic An ’■ H. j.8 i, hi.s Ad.onis Atti.s Osiri-s’" 1 . 



CORONATION AND PALAC: 


316, Wester mank II. 90, Yule “Mission” 86, /HRS 1911 Furnivall 
“ Matriarchal vestiges in Kurina.” 

Coronation and Palace.' — The ritual was Hrahmanical not Hudclhist, 
and it was in use all over the Hindu world. In the full Hindu ceremony 
there was an unction with oil ; in Huddhist countries this and certain other 
features were dropped and the sacring lay in a baptism with water. Several 
vernacular MS. accounts of the Burmese rite exist and all are in substantial 
agreement. Firsts the king went in proces.sion to the coronation pavilions 
of which there might be three, four or live ; he was accompanied by the 
royal white horse and the white elephant, a.s was dec reed from time im- 
memorial and is mentioned in the Mahabharata ; second^ he seats himself 
on the throne ; thirds Brahmans hand him the five regalia (white umbrella, 
yaktail fan, crown, sword, sandals) ; fourth^ eight noble maidens administer 
the holy water, solemnly adjuring him in set words to rule justly ; fijt/t, 
the Brahmans raise the white umbrella above his head ; sixth, the 
Brahmans in their turn administer the holy water and adjure him ; seventh, 
the merchants do likewise ; ei/r/ithy the king says aloud the words ascribed 
to Buddha at birth, “ I am foremost in all tlie world ! 1 am the most 

exc'cllent in all the world! I am peerless in all the world!”; ninth, 
luj makes invocation by pouring water from a golden ewer ; tenths he 
rneditate.s on the 'fliree Jewels, 'fhere was no oath. An Arakanc.se 
coronation is described \\\ J HRS 1017 San Shwc Bu “Coronation of king 
Datharaja A.i). 1 i5.3-b5.” A modern collection ol royal paraphernalia is 
described at I A 1902 'I'cnipie “ NoU^s on a colie»:tion oF regalia of the 
kings of the Alompra dynasty.” 

As with the ( (uonation, .so with the i)alace city : there were lew 
changes, for royalty is cs.senlially c:onservalive. Save that the lirahmanical 
details w^ere probably further elaborated after the conquest of Manipur in 
the eighteenth century, the most recent coronation probably differed little 
from Kyanziltha’s, and Mandalay, ])uilt in 1S57, differs little from 1‘agan, 
save ill being larger. 'flie Burinese kingship, with its teak [lalace, 
claims to derive from north India; and the ancient palaces of north India 
in their turn owed much to 1’er.sia. 'J wcutv -two centuries ago, when 
north India was Buddhist, even the greatest temples and the most 
gorgeous palaces were of wood ; we catch glimpses of them in the 
writings of C/reek and (.'hintrse travellers — the palace at Batna with its 
halls of gilded i)illars, the tt'inplc at Pe.shawar four hundred feet high, 
with thirteen timber storeys and glittering spire, enshrining the Buddha 
relics that now rest at Mandalay. 'Fhe use of timber as building material 
seems to result in a style of its own, for the wooden churrhos of Norv\'ay 
are strangely reminiscent of Burmese monasteriirs and the temples of 
Nepal. It may well be that in the Mandalay palace to-day we behold 
the ghost of a vanished architecture, of Asoka’s .iTuestral halls and 
Solomon’s House of the Forest of Lelinnon. See AKA SI 1912-13 
Spooner “Excavations at rataliputra,” Ferj^usson f. 51 and II. 369. 
Kpifrraphia Hirmaniai III i 1-6S gives the dedication ritual of an eleventh 
century Burmese palace. 


’ St:c p. JiS. 
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Primate.^— A primate did not crown the king, for he was not a priest, 
and the coronation was Brahmanical. Indeed, the word primate is a 
misnomer because Burmese Buddhism has nothing which anyone 
ac’.|uainted with Historic Christianity would recognise as a hierarchy ; he 
w'ould regard Burmese clergy not so much as a church as an aggregation 
of individual ascetics. None the less, the king’s chaplain had great 
power ; his appointment is mentioned and his name is clear from the 
time of Anawrahta onward, save under the Shan i hiefs of Ava in the 
f’ftecnth-sixtecntli century. 

Indeed we know that under the Alaungpay dynasty he had, cither 
as an individual fkathanabaing or as a Cf nmission of eight, definite 
jiowers, appointing as it were bi- hops throughout the realm, 

and having jurisdiction in cases under Vt aya^ l‘ie rule governing the 
clergy, disputes about monasteries, garde attached thereto, efc. He 
recommended learned monks for appointment as sayadaw^ conducted the 
annual Paiamabyan e.xamination in scrijiture, and saw to monastic 
education. He was assisted by two departments appointed and paid by 

the king the Wutmyewun (commissioner of ecclesiastical lands) and the 

Mahaclanwun (ecclesiastical censorV The Wutmyewun .saw to the 
maintenance of pagodas, pagoda slaves, monasteries, anti church lands, 
and under a king like Bodawpaya (j). 276) he would see that those 
lands were not too extensive, 'fhe Mahadanwun with eight secretaries 
prepared, at tJic beginning of each Lent, a list of clergy throughout the 
realm according to districts, with their age, years of ordination, etc., and 
submitted it to the primate, under whose guidance he saw to the disciplining 
of disorderly clerics : they were made to wear a white robe, i.e. were 
unfrocked, and were tlien handed over to the secular arm. It is therefore 
permissible to style the thathanabaini^ primate. Doubtless some such 
organisation existed long before the Alaungpaya dynasty. The king in his 
own interests must always hnve made some effort to control the clergy, 
and defective as the organisation may have been, it really served to lessen 
the scandal of scamps putting on the yellow robe at option. 

Pateikkaya and Macchagirl." - “ History ’’ 38 lakes J*ateik- 

kaya as part of Bengal ; Tun Nycin 4, followed by Gerini 740, as 
Chittagong ; Mr N. K. Bhattasali at RSASIy 1923. 32 as a ruined site 

in Patikkara parji^una^ Tii)|:)era district. An inscription of the Pagan period 
{Inscriptions 1 897 I, 296) places it west of Pagan. Hmannan I. 284 makes 
it the south-west frontier of the Pagan kingdom. But Arakanese records, 
e.g. Do lVt\ seem to use the word as the name of a king “ Pateikkaya king 
of Marawa.” The location of Marawa is cnutally conjectural. Do IVe, in 
a variant of the Lady of Pateikkaya story (pp. 49-51 above), says she was 
captured by a king of Pagan while travcllinj ut Thingadaung pass in the 
Yomadaung, i.e. in a hill country. San Skwe Bti thinks Thingadaung 
pass is north of Mount Viclurirt and Marawa to be Mawyin, the Kabaw 
valley ; if so, Pateikkaya is near south Manipur. 

Inscriptions 1897 I. 296, describing Anawrahta*s borders, calls 


^ See p. ^S. 


- See pp. ;<o, 49, 61. 



THAMBULA 


Macchagiri “the tract crossing over to Pateikkaya.’’ Hmannan 1 . 34.S- 
50 describing Yazathinkyan’s campaign (p. 62 above) says thc= Marchagiri 
ruler took position on Thet hill and awaited Yazathinkyan’s onset. Thet 
town is Thayetmyo, for Dinnymvadi Yazawinthit 126-7 describes how 
tlie Arakanese captured Mlnsliinsaw, lord of Thet town, in 1333, and 
ftmannan I. 409 describing the same event calls him lord of Thayelinytc 
Thet hill is thus some hill country west of Thayctinyo. An inscription 
{Inscriptions 1897 II. 836) dated 1096 shows that Macchagiri is in Arakan. 
It is unnecessary to suppose that it sfreichcd as far as the sea coast just 
because Hmannan 1 . 350 says Va/athinkyan died on reaching Dalla 
during the journey home ; the details of tlic period an: vague, anil he may 
have been settling some Delta revolt when la: was taken ill at Dalla. 

Thambula.' U-lisaukpan means an artilicial flower of sib er or gold 
used as a hair ornament. Other queens held the title one a ipicen ol 
Sawlu, one of Alaung.sithu, and one of Narapatisilhu (see / /man nan . 
Its l‘ali eipiiialenl, \ \t/ams,ti‘a^ forms part of the title given to 1 hamVnila 
in the Myazedi inscription, Ttiloka'imtanisaka “Adornment ol the I hree 
Worlds,’’ as who should say Kosa Mundi. 

The story of her son is from Hmannan I. 269 tSO. hi I’ali Jalaka 
no. 7 (Katthahari), IJrahmadatta, king of Benares, while roaming in his 
pleasaunce for fruit and tlowcr.s found a girl singing merrily as she picked 
up slicks. He gave her his ring, saying “ If thy child be a girl, spend 
this ring on her nurture ; hut it it be a boy, bring ring and child to me.” 
When her son could walk, she look him to the {xilacc gate and was 
summoned to the jiresence. I'lie king took the boy in his arms, 
acknowledged him heir, ami made the mother ipieen consort. Sec also 
Tali Jataka no. 4IS7 ( Uddalaka). 

In the .Mahabliarala, king Dushyakania while liunling in the forest 
met Sakuntala, the ward of a hermit, and left her a ring. Later she came 
to his ]>alace with her son IJharala ; he acknowledged Bharala heir to the 
throne and made her i liief queen. The same story forms the subject of 
Kalidasa's drama “ I'lie Lust King,” written in tlie third century. 

Ancestor Worship.- Much of religion originates in the worship ol 
the dead. In Burma it is clearest among wild tribes such as the Upon, 
Miaotzu and Lisaw ; but most of the 'I’hirty-Scven Nats are deified 
heroes— c.g. king Tabin?>hwi:hti iS't'SO. As part ol the system ‘d 
government it occurs in Melanesia, t.ihina and Japan, and loinierly among 
the Romans and all Teutonic races - -c.g. the ancestral images at Rome, 
and the early Kngli.sh kings wlio were all descendefl from the god Woden. 
In China the imperial ancirstors were worshii)])Cd with tablets and not, as 
in Burma, w'i ill images. Sec Hmannan I. 305, Rhiiyway 2 33, hncyi i. 
Rclii^ioTi and Ethics s.vv. “Ancestor worship,” “ Conimmiion with ilu: 
dead,” “ Images and idols.” 

When the Alaiingpaya dynasty fell in t«S85 then: were in the palace 
a set of images and a book of odes to be chanted before them aix'orduig 

■ See p. .;f’. 


* Sec p. .|<). 
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to a prescribed ritual. The images were of solid gold, each stamped with 
its weight and with the name of the personage represented. The number 
is variously stated at 13 to 17, and the height varied from six inches to 
two feet. Only the Alaungpaya dynasty was represented. The rule was 
to make an image of a king at his death, if he died on the throne, and of 
a queen if she died while her husband was on the throne, but not of a 
king who died after deposition or of a ciucen who survived her husband ; 
the sword, spear, betel-box, etc. used by the dead personage was preserved 
along with his image. They were kept in the palace treasury and were 
produced in the Zetaw'unzaung (Hall of the Ancestors) thrice a year, on 
the eve of the three great Homage Days (New Year, beginning of Lent, 
end of Lent), for the king and iiueen to reverence before themselves 
receiving reverence from the court and vassals. Eleven images came 
into the hands of the English Prize Court, which sent them to the 
Superintendent, Governor’s Estates, Bengal, and as there was nobody to 
take any interest in them they were ultimately melted down. 

Cifigale.se raid 1 180. *- -As the Hut mese chronicles do not mention 
these ev’ents, there is no check on the Cingalese version, Mahavamsa 
LXXVL 10-75, and it may be accepted as substantially correcl. Maha 
vamsa says that the envoys were imprisoned in Malaya or the hill country 
the meaning is ambiguous, see /\SAS/i ii)2o 19. It goes on to say 
that the invaders fought many fierce battles, slaying thousands : like 
furious elephants they de.stroyed groves of ctH.onut trees, they devastated 
half the kingdom, killed the king of Burma, and rode in Iriurnph round 
his city on his white elephant proclaiming the supreme authority of their 
own king, till the Burmese all trembled and begged pardon, sending yearly 
tribute of elephants. In the same way the Burmese chronicles describe 
mighty w^ars causing all the kings of the earth to tremble l^efore tlic 
might, majesty, dominion and power of the king of Burma. Mahavamsa 
<loes not explain how a few little medi.cval ships could transport enough 
men to ravage half Burma and fight many fierce battles. The invasion 
was of course a raid, and probably over before news of it reached Pagan. 
The mention of an export trade in elephants to Ceylon is curious seeing 
that Ceylon had plenty of elephants in her own jungles. 

Tula-daiia.'’ Ilmdu rajas practised the rite, and Moghul Emperors, 
even the orthodox Aurangzib, followed them. The (ircal Moghul was 
weighetl every Inrthday twelve times over, once against each of twelve 
commodities such as gold, quicksilver and silk down to grain and salt, 
and he gave away as many cattle as there were years in his life. To this 
day the raja of Travanenre passes through a golden cow^ which is then 
broken up and distributed to Brahmans, and the cow must be of his 
tnvn w'eight. The underlying idea is that under the synilxil of the image 
the donor gives himself up, body and soul, to good works. See Crookr 
1. 206, III. 194. 


‘ See p. 57. 


-See pp. 57, O3, n 119, 160, 172, 193, Jbo. 
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The WhitlowJ — This version is from Hmamian I. 322. [n the 
Ramayana, king Dasaratha, wounded in battle, is slccplessly nursed by his 
second (4iieen Kaike\ i ; in response to her importunities he ajjpoints her son 
heir over the head of the first C|ueen’s son. A Bengali version says he liad 
an eruption on his finger, and Kaikeyi sucked it. 

In Zinaitapakathani-kyan 2b 1, a life of Buddha with j;ilaka tales, 
king l>kkakarit has a whitlow on his finger; a lesser queen sucks and 
swallow's it and in response to her importunities he makes her son heir 
over the head of senior sons. The episode is i»0[>ular with lUirmese actors 
and is often to be seen on the village stage under vaiying names. 

Hluttaw and kingship. ‘^--For ilie Iflnttaw, see J V/cv/7t •/>//////. 
//man/hiN I, 333, Konbmuiy^set ibgi, Slnotbontnihin 55, Synu's^ Vuit* 
“Mission,’’ Fytikc 1 . 239, Nisbet I. lyb, Skwtiy 506, (.- 7 . V* I. ii. I5f' 
and 469, Taw .V/« Ko “Selections from records of the Hluttaw.’- What 
it was in earlier times we do not know, but it was probably much the same 
asunder the .Alaungpaya dynasty 1752 1885. It was then distinct from 
the a/zi>ffiiViens (His Majesty’s personal sccretarie.s). being the supreme court 
(if the realm in all causes, executive and judicial, for they were not divided ; 
ir was ciunpo.sed of the principal ministers, presided over by a senior prince, 
sometimes the (crown i>riii(:e) ; lliey could rf;quire His Majesty’s 

personal attendance and an cmj)ty throne was alwiiys ready in the council 
chainber. He was expected not to override their collective decisions. 
Furthermore, following the pratti«e of every business establishment, the 
king (lid not ordinarily recall an oixler he disliked, once it had issued ; 
insic.id, he reprimanded the ministers or removerd them if they continued 
to pass unsuitable order.s wiilumt reference, 'riuis, sax e under an energetic 
king, the Hluttaw Ca.iunt il was the real ruler of the country. But. it never 
actpiired the iiidependein.e and security of even a tsardom’s cabinet, and 
beitig :.i]ipoiiUe;l not from lieloxv' but from ab(i\'0, consisting entirely of the 
king’s m^minees, It. could la^t develop even the germ of a responsible 
('onstitution. To the end of native rule, liie Hluttaw was liable without a 
inomenl’s notice to b<‘ flung into jail for a night or two, while its otiice 
remained clo.iecl, merely Ijccause the king was displeased for .some trivial 
reason (CVi 31 1, Crawfurd I. 303, 497). 

The largest unit the Burmese could systematise was th.e village 
community. Beyond that they failed to build, and so the higher structure 
of central goveniinetU inevitably fell into the form of des[)Olism, whicli is 
anarchy, the negation of sysleiii. They did not indeed regard the king as 
a law unto himself, and he was not absolute in the sense in which the 
turannos was absolute. I'he 'I’en .Moral I’recefiis for Brinctrs t(j which he 
was (expected to conform might be nothing more than pious platitudes, but 
he really was bound by iinmeniorial custom and religious awe. < M' legisla- 
tion, as w'est('rn strites und('rstand it, there wxis none. The king never 
issued a command wliich jurists would recognise as a law. The rules which 
regulated the daily life of the pc‘jple were derived not from legislation but 
from anonymous custom, and these rules were administered by the village 

‘ See p. 5.>. Sec \\ 59. 
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elders nor did the king consider himself empowered to alter them. Still, 
he took his seat unconditionally, for there were nf) charters, no coronation 
oaths such as every feudal king took. The coronation ceremony did indeed 
prescribe ritual forms exhorting the king to rule justly, but these were 
pious exhortations, not binding oaths. No doubt he usually strove to win 
the respect of those around him, and to conciliate ])ublic opinion so far as 
it existed or could reach his ears. Ancient legends, in Burma as in most 
other countries, even the most savage, tell how the first king on earth, 
Mahathamada, was an elective king ; and in historic limes there are on 
record several occasions when the court chose a king (pp. 36, 61, 81, 108, 
1 17, 161, 192, 198). Such incidents, however, emanate from no con- 
stitutional requirement but from the fact, recognised in the most des- 
potically governed countries, that the. ultimate sour* e of aiUhc^rity all the 
world over is the people. Throughout Burmese history there w^as no 
check on her king save his own conscience and the fear of rebellion. 

The Temples and their Huilder.s.'- -The religious buililings at Bagtin 
are copiously illustrated in Sco/f O' Connor and are described in Vu/e 
“Mission,” Fer^usson^ Luce “The greater temples of Pagan,” in JBRS 
1918 ; and Sinclair “Monasteries of Pagan,” Luce “The smaller temples 
of Pagan,” Mg Mya “Monasteries of Pagan, a review” in //>Vi*.S' 1920. 
Sinclair thinks that the tlame-like ornamentation of Burmese architecture 
derives from the leaves of the palm trees whose stems were presumably the 
medium in which tli.‘ Burmese originally w'orked. But similar ornamenta- 
tion exists on the roofs of limber churches in Norway, where palm trees 
do not exist ; it seems to be the natural concomitant of timber architecture. 
So far as the pallern was consciounly intended in Indo-China to represent 
anything, it represented, as Mg Mya points out, a dragon, for the earliest 
examples, dating from the eighth century and found elsewhere in Indo- 
China, deliberately portray a dragon. 

The radiating arch, at that time rare in India and unknown in Lurlher 
India, is common in the temples of Pagan. MrTaw^ Sein Ko at RSASH 
*9^7 33 says that it w^as introduced from (diina, as it was unknowm in India 
before the Mahomedan conciuest in the twelfth century. But there is 
nothing to show' that China had any fierccptible influence on Burmese 
architecture. M r Taw Sein Ko docs not mention the standard authorities — 
Cuntihi^ham and Re^lar 186-7 and plate .WIL, V/nren/ Smith “ History 
of fine art in India and Ceylon ” 13 footnote, Havell “ Indian architecture ” 
53-6 and his “Ancient and mediicval architecture of India” 3, 100 — which 
show that the arch w'as w'cll known in India long before the twelfth century 
and before the temples of Pagan w’cre built. Presumably it came to l agan 
from India, for everything points to Burmese temples being built by Indian 
architects. Temples of .similar type, though • ithout the arch, are found in 
Sumatra where Hindus of Madras had their great colonies. The Aiianda 
tempi*; was built in 1090 on an Indian model {Ilmaniuw I. 288) ; in the 
same way Knglish officers in 187.6 found the king employing a Madras 
architect {Crawfurd 1. 279), 


* See p. 59. 
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The visitor to Papuan is first struck by the extrone solidity of the 
temples which are mountains of brickwork with scarcely an opening. The 
cathedrals of the West were built round the ritual of the Mass. 'J'heir 
architects had to produce halls which would not only be stable but also 
would possess the maximum of interior visibility. 'I'lie cathedral was too 
vast, the worship|)ers tc»o mnltitudimius, for any but a few to hear the. 
words of the great incantation, lienee the high altar liad to be visible 
from every part of the building, so that men could at least see the elevation 
of the Host. In their struggle tr. achieve this, the Masonic Guilds 
developed intellectual powers which still move u.s to admiration when we 
realise the structural difhcnllies they harl to face. Put Biirrnc.se Biiddisin 
has no priest, no .sacrifice, no ritual ; henre the arfdiitect is under no 
obligation to give us any interiors at all : in the ordinary pagoda he has 
none, and such as ho gives us at Pagan are acts of grace. 

None of the temjrles at Pagan took inon^ than a few years to build, 
and some were fini.sluid in six months, 'rhe Golhii cathedrals look 
genoration.s, and the hand that laid the first stone had fallen to dust belbie 
the spire was raised. The temples of Pagan were each designed by an 
architect or a small group which imposed its will on mere executants. 
The (.Irithic ( athedrals are anonymous ; they wv.rc. built not by gieat 
heroes of art but by guihls of craftsmen ; each member was free to use 
his imagination and to iin])ress his personality on his own little gargoyle 
<jr wimlow tracery. No one indivi(iual kmrw all that others were cluing, 
but each laboured in his place ; even the architect had only a rough idea 
of w'hal the building would be. The master who rlrew the lirst outline 
pas.sed away, and with liiin died his <-onccpl ; other leaders grew u)>, 
laboured, and died each in his turn. Vet the completed work lias unity, 
for it expressed the collective spirit of the age. The (.lOthic catliedrals are 
the work of the seething democracy of the medi;eval cities. The tem|;>les 
of Pagan symbolise the might ot a groat despotism, and they were l)uilt 
by the forced laln)ur of villagers torn in thousands from their luishandry. 

Yet though they grumbled the people would not have had it (Otherwise. 
*]*hc dynasty appealed to their imagination, and the age they li\ed in was 
an age of religious enthusiasm. Consider this inscription : 

“In the month Wazo 54' u.i:. [a.d. 1179] Ahinaiidatlm, a court 
official, rcgilded the Tainggyut j)agoda, set a golden spire on it, l)uilt 
a new othning -platform nearby, rcgilded llie statues of [the chief 
Disciples] Sariputto anrl Moggalano . . . and fed and clothed many 
fnonk.s. I'hen he offered himself, hi.s \vife, and his two sons as slaves 
to the pagoda. Also he otTc-red Nga Kyan (iaiing, Nga Kywin, Nga 
Lctkana, Nga Swa, Nga lai Nge, making nine slaves in all. Moreover 
he olfered live acres of ricc-lields called Tanaunggyi in order that 
their produce might be used for rice-offering- at the pagt^da. By 
virtue of this my meritorious dec<l, may I and my pastors, masters, 
friends and kinsmen, escajK* the miserie.s of life in this world and the 
next, and at last attain Nirvana, and may I become a Buddha.’' 
(Iiircription from the porch of the Tainggyut temple, now in the 
Miiseiiin, Pagan, Inscriptions 1892 139.) 
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There is nothing to show that this self-offering was involuntary. At a 
period when a lord could outcaste himself for religion's sake, it is not 
surprising to find a whole people swarming forth to build pagodas, so that 
their ruins at Pagan to-day are spread over sixteen square miles and number 
nearly a thousand. Indeed it is hard to look at the detail there without 
being driven to the conclusion that this was a labour of love. There are 
whole furlongs of wall as at the Dammayan temple, in which the outer 
bricks, without cement, are joined so finely that scarce a knife blade can 
be inserted. 

Moreover, it is incorrect to regard the government as an undiluted 
despotism. It was that, and nothing more, at the capital and its environs. 
But the king’s arm was never very long or strong. What with great 
distances, tropical lieat and rain, and the entire absence of roads, he had 
in practice to leave the greater part of his realm to its own devices. Far 
away in the quiet countryside dwelt the mass of the people, a homely folk 
who were ruled by their elders and headmen. Tliey had their songs and 
gladness, their household cares and village fetes ; they neither knew nor 
cared what happened at court. The bigger headmen were not so very 
different from lords of the manor in mediieval England with its communal 
fields. In villages near the capital, where they intrigued at the palace and 
had the royal power to back them, local magnates could treat their subjects 
as they liked. But in the remoter regions, they had to mete out reasonable 
justice to folk among whom they were born and lived and tlied. The? 
village in Burma had indeed no assembly of the freemen such as existed 
among the Anglo-Saxon tribes, nor did it send representatives to some 
Witenagemot or king’s council ; yet, as in many another mediaeval country, 
it was to a very real degree a democracy, and the ehlers of the common 
people had a say in public matters. 

The latent instinct for freedom comes out in their choice of popular 
heroes. It is not the great kings but the humble victims of their tyranny, 
who are enthroned in the affections of the people. Anawiahta is the 
greatest figure in the story of their kings ; none worship at his shrine, yet 
they offer flow'ers daily to the Shan girl he did to death at the Kyaukse 
w'cirs. The king of Tagaung is forgotten, but Nga Tin De, and the sister 
who thing aside her state to die with him, are remembered. 

The fart that a large proportion of the population were slaves is not 
incompatible w'ith this. Sla\ ery has been the normal lot of the mass of 
humanity throughout the liistoric: period, and Burma is one of the countries 
where the institution was comparatively mild. Setting aside officials and 
men of birth, most of the people were probably serfs ; it was only on crown 
slaves and pagoda outcastes that slavery presse<l hard. Even pagoda 
outc istes could be happy enough when, as in the case of the greater 
pagodas, they were sufficiently numerous t^ form large villages of their 
own ; they were usually prisoners of war. Consider these two inscriptions : — 
“On Friday the 8th waxing of the month Thadingyut 560 b.k. 
[a. I). 1198] when placing the finial, king Narapatisithu gave away 
a thousand robes for monks, a thousand slaves of whom five hundred 
were Burmese and five hundred were Indian, five hundred acres and 
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five hundred cattle.” (Ink inscription on the wall of the Danimayazika 
pagoda, Pagan, Inscriptions 1900 330.) 

“ In 656 B.K. [a.D. 1294] when dedicating a pyathat the minister 
Indapissiya dedicated four hundred Indian slaves, of whom one 
hundred were men and three hundred were women.” {Inscriptions 
1892 123.) 

Indians were usually captured in Arakan and the north-west. There are 
a number of such inscriptions ; they indicate the presence of niiineroiis 
foreign captives who, as often as not, instead of being dedicated to |>agodas, 
were employed as servants and became merged in the general population ; 
and they help to explode the modern idea that the Burmese were once a 
pure race but are now losing their identity beneath a Hood of alien 
immigration. Not only ha<l the Burmese received colonists from India 
in olden times, hut ever since, right through the middle ages, they have 
been mingling with foreign races ; and so far from losing their identity, it 
is they who have absorbed the immigrants and caused them to lose their 
identity (p. 121). 

Numerical Note.’ — Experience;, culminating in tlie Great War, shows 
tliai even an organised state is lucky to get lo per cent of its jjopiilation 
under arms. Crawfurd II. ch. vii shows by several cross checks tliat in 
1824 the population ot Burma vvilh its tributaries v.is under four million, 
lie i.i confirmed by the registers of Btidawpaya’s 1784 Revenue liupiest 
which, revised for 1826, show the population, excluding the “wild tribe.s,” 
to be 1,831,467 '\JASBcng(tl 1835 180); to this may ]>e added some 
1 70,000, the population of Arakan and 'renasserirn {FyteheW. 2S8). which in 
1826 had passeil into British possession, so that the total would ha* .*.001,467 ; 
hence including the tributaries it may conceivably ha\t: ap}>io;uiieJ three 
million or a dozen to the squaie mile, nearly a quarter of the population 
in 1923. It is notorious that under inediicv.il conditlo.'is >)opui;ulou tends 
to be stationary; thus tlie population of England rcm.iined at J.j million 
from William the Goraiueror to Eiizabclh. ’i’he liguie lor iUirina after the 
Shan intlux of the thirteenth and sua ceding cenUnic.-. ma, tlu.rchne be 
left at nearly three rnillion. 

Until 1785 Bayinnaung was the only king lo hold the whole area or 
its equivalent. Ten per cent gives him a mass lev y <.»f 300,000 ; but so hig!: 
a figure is improbable : lie had no trarispr»it and (..(‘uld not have foil them. 
.\t Ngasaunggyan in 127/ the liurmese had 60,000, says Mar«-o i’olo 
{Yule “Book of Ser Marco Bolo'" 11 . 99;, between 40,000 and 60, 000 
says the Chmesc official despatch {f.Ut'FHO ;909 iial'jcr ‘M'in de la 
dynastie do Ragan ' 667) ; both these are doubtles.-i eye esiimatcs and 
err on tl-e side of gc.uao.sity as the Chinese would not wish to diminish 
their glory in defeating superioi numbers. Captain Iiaker in 1755 spent 
weeks n*. observation and says that Alaungpava's levies in Upper and 
Lower Burma pul together could not exceed !,u,«.»oo men though tin- 
Burmese nut it at inoio dian twice rhat {Dutrympi 1. Sonnerat 

' S- 0 pp. h-j, ''i. Jo.p s ;'»- 
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(1782) 11. 41 says Alaungpaya’s army which invaded Siam in 1759 was 
40,cxx). Mahabandula never had more than 60,000, a number which was 
spoken of with bated breath as the largest army ever raised in Burma 
{^Snodgrass 94). These independent estimates by trained officers show 
that even under the Alaungpaya dynasty, which had greater driving power 
than any of iis predecessors save perhaps Bayinnaung, the country could 
not put more than 60,000 into the field. 

A cross check gives a similar figure for Bayinnaung. Ilmannan III. 
87-8 says that in 1586-7 his son Nandabayin besieged Ayuthia with 
250,000 men but could not surround it and supplies kept going in. That 
is to say, he cannot have had over 25,000, which would be ample to seal 
it against any supplies. Now if Nandabayin’s 250,000 be really under 
25,000, Bayinnaung’s 700,000 will be really 70,000. 

Hntannan 11. 422 gives various estimates of the number of men 
Bayinnaung led into Siam 1568-9, varying up to a million. Caesar 
Frederick {^Hakluyt X. iii) says he saw 500,000 march under his own 
eyes, and Ralph Fitch {k/ak/uyf X. 189) says he was there when 300,000 
left Pegu. These estimate.^ are obviously bazaar rumour. In the same 
way, the million armies mentioned in Burma by the Portuguese chroniclers 
are swashbucklers* yarns. The danger of judging by the eye is shown 
by Gasparo Balbi (p. 1 79 above) ; lie says he .saw 4,000 burnt alive ; but 
Hmannan III. 78 says “more than 30 ministers’* were burnt ; according 
to custom their families and followers would burn with them, and as they 
were great personages with, say, 15 dependents each, the total would 
be about 450 ; it was a terrible sight, that flaming shrieking mass, 
and the spectators said “ Poor things, hundreds and thousands of 
them.” 

Take the following analysis of typical Burmese statements. Hmannan 
frequently describes how, in the mediieval period, the Burmese armies 
invading the Pegu state or fighting the Shan sawbwas would consi-st of 
over a hundred thousand men, and the other side would have a similar 
number ; yet at the end of a day’s heroic fighting the casualties number 
200 dead ; possibly the number of <lead is correctly stated, and the levies 
on each side may have numbered several thousand. Hmannan I. 293 
says the Ceylon king gave Alaiingsithu 1112-67 a ship holding 800,000 
people. Hmannan I. 357-8 says that at Ngasaunggyan 1277 six million 
Chinese overwhelmed 400,000 Burmans (p. 65 above), but the Chinese 
hud only 12,000 and Hmannan does not explain why, if Narathihapate 
had 36,000,000 soldiers as .stated in his Mingalazedi inscription (p. 63 
above) which was well known to the compilers, he used only 400,000 
when lie was fighting for his existence. The Burmese boast {I'un Nyein 
146) that in 1300 they gloriously defeated 120,000 Chinese ; but they did 
not defeat them, they bribed them to withdraw (p. 77 above), and the 
Chinc.se were exactly one-tenth of this number, being 12,000 men, see 
tlie (diinesc oflicial sanction {BEFEO 1909 Huber “Fin dc la dynastie 
de Pagan ” 676). 

Hmannan II. 187 says that in 1492 when the Talaings with 100 
elephants and 160,000 men were besieging the Toungoo Burmans in 
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Dwayawadi, they were routed by Minkyinyo marching out of the south 
gale with 30 elephants and 10,000 men and Sithukyawhtin marching out 
of the west gate with 80 elephants and 10,000 men ; Hmannan does not 
explain what enabled 20,000 men to defeat eight times their number of 
troops who were of much the same quality as themselves and were 
undemoralised by any defeat ; nor how a small town could contain, in 
addition to its own inhabitants, 1 10 elephants and 20,000 lighting men (to 
say nothing of such followers as even a Burmese army must have had) who 
were not trained compact infantry but straggling irregulars ; nor how 1 10 
ponderous elephants and 20,000 men could file out of two narrow gates in 
the face of 160,000 troops waiting outside to catch them. Hmannan II. 
204 says that just before the fight at Naung-yo 1538, Bayinnaung, wishing 
to ascertain the enemy’s number, sent a soldier up a tree to look at them. 
The soldier climbed the tree and said “ There are over 200 elephants, 
over 800 horses, and some 80,000 men ” ; as if 80,000 irregulars scattered 
about in jungle camps could even be seen simultaneously. Hmannan II. 
210-5 says Bayinnaung besieged Martaban in 1541 with 180,000 men yet 
could not prevent supplies from entering the city ; in other words, he had not 
sufficient men to surround it adequately ; but even 1 8,000 could surround 
it tightly with the greatest ease. Hmannan II. 227 says that in 1543 
Tabinshwehti was besieging Prome with over 180,000 men ; that it was a 
small town with few supplies and many useless mouths inside, such as old 
women and young persons ; yet that in spite of a complete blockade, when 
at the end of five months a relieving army of Arakanese approached, it 
was still holding out ; obviously therefore, on considerations of food alone, 
the garrison could not have exceeded a few thousand and could easily 
have been contained by the tiniest fraction of the 180,000 besiegers who 
were still practically intact; and the bulk of the 180,000 could have left 
the siege without any anxiety, to deal with the Arakanese ; yet Hmannan 
proceeds to reduce its own figures to absurdity by describing a long 
council of war held by the officers of the besieging army to decide whether 
they could afford to detach a force against the Arakanese. Hmannan II. 
332 asks us to believe that Bayinnaung, whose ability it never tires of 
extolling, found it necessary to use 400,000 men to beat a few petty chiefs 
— Mone, Yawnghwe, Lawksawk, Naungmun, Saga. Hmannan III. 84-5 
says that the Burmese army which attacked Siam in 1586 was 120,000 ; 
but it gives details which total 180,000; a mere 33 per cent difference, 
a trifle of 60,000 is nothing to the chroniclers. 

The inscription on Anaukpetliin’s bell (p. 191) says its weight is 8254 
vtss, whereas the actual weight is approximately 825 vfss. In an 
engagement in 1824 where they repulsed the English so that, remaining 
in possession of the ground and of the enemy bodies left there, they were 
in the best possible position to estimate the casualties, the Burmese 
reported having killed and wounded 1,000 English, when the muster rolls 
showed the total killed and wounded to be 106 {Trant 97-8). The 
Burmese resident sitke in the Shan states said the Shan contingent was 
91,000 although English officers who fought against it knew that it was 
about 8,000 i^McLeod and Richardson 129). 
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The Shoe Question.’ — Hmantian I. 357 says the Chinese ambassadors 
in 1273 were rude, but does not say in what way. Burney, writing in 
1 830, records the liurmese court tradition that their rudeness was appearing 
in the presence of King Narathihapate with their shoes on ( Yule “ Mission ” 
79)- Cox 13, writing in 1796, notes that although no Burman would ever 
dream of going up to the Shwedagon with his shoes on, he saw Europeans 
and native Clirislians doing so as a matter of course and nobody interfered 
with them. But w'hcnever the Burmese were annoyed, for instance, when 
feeling ran high before the outbreak of the First Anglo-Burine.se War 
1824-6, they expressed much dissatisfaction with Judson for not removing 
his shoes at the Shwchsandaw pagoda, Proine {Crawfurd I. 63). 

Ngasaunggyan 1277.- — Marco I’olo catches the spirit of it all, but 
his details need nuidification. Narathihaj)ate p.e\ er took the field in person. 
Nasr-uddin, ilie provincial governor, was not present, but he took pail in 
the great drive down to Kaungsin after the baitic. The battle was not at 
the plain of Vocliaiig (Yungch'ang), seventy miles N.K. of tlie at turil site, 
but ai a plain in the Taping valley near Kanngai, in tlie Yungrh'ang pte 
fectuie. The Burmese never got beyoinl the K^llinga^ area. Ngasaunggyan 
may })c a corruptam of Nang>ung, the okl name for Nantien near Kanngai. 
'Vhere is now a Ngasaungg'. an near lihaino :o>d it may have Inicn sluckaded 
tluring the siibscqnenl figliiing, but it is not the sceiic (T the great battle. 

As the liurmese account makes ilie enemy nearly all horse, r'lnd lh<?y 
relied on arrows, it looks as if .M.an.o Polo i.s right in .saying thru the 
12,000 we»v Tartars, for the TaTtars were the finest of cavalry, and ih.eir 
famous weapon wa.^ the bow, ilischar'geii wliile. they were riding full gallop. 
'I’he liurmese elcplianls wore a sort of armour, and slung to th(?ir siile.s 
were hollow l.vimbou.^ containing scores of laiuc.s for ll\e sneu in the 
howdahs 10 n.sc. As (or the c apacity of howdali.-, .\icoh> <ii (. (jnti al>oiii 
1435 mention.', Ijowdali.', l auying eight to iC!i men (p. ';,S ai)0\ e\ f. .'a'sar 
h'.ri.-dejick in 1568 numtions four nam ylJaKlir.f 

It is ncAvlieie s.'cd tl'ctl I’agan wri-, s:i'.k*-d, aiid the 'I’art.U'. ]jio!)aI»lv 
did less arrhitec niral damage than Naratlfiieipaii* ii-.e\ h ni oidr.-rs lo 
respect religimv- buildings. .Ho.i Ii i.s n;*l !jU)Mi.b;d-.!e liiat, iiaving !«>g 
;,ooa romiade;-:, they acted e.p tci '.htdr n.'niu', “'('he .s- ourg'.- of ("oil,'' so 
far ar^ tl’r; population was coifceir.ed, and tin.' letn)v which i‘^ }.;atcnt in. tin 
Bu/ineso a; ; omit mu - t have ba.-.i.''. Tim :.e< oud i-ack, }»y wild Sban.'- 

in 1 .799, was; df»ublle.>s worse. I'erliaps u ir, die e;i..e with which ragan 
was conqiiered tliai lies a? the n.»ot of .Marco I’o'o'.s yam about Kubla 
Khnn tcdling hi:» gleemen and juggiers to g(.» and lake liurm.i. 

Because tlie (.Chinese failed badly in 1765 9. ! oin])lainin;..; of the heat 
aval an irnjwissible climate (p. 336;, it h.i.s iM.-.en doubted whether they 
really reached I’agan in 123 /. Jiul in they were first class 'I'aitar 

troops in the flush of their great tradition and altl'.ough they grumbled at 
tlie heat tliey did not make it an cx« usc. Not cinly do<-s Marco I’olo 
describe Iktgnn with tiie ino.st faithful touches, not trnly diass tlie olHcial 
Chinese des])at(’h i.iaim to liave occupied it and U) iiave sent oc.t detach- 

See pfs h.p - .'ste p. 07. 
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iTients all over the country, but also the standard Burmese account admits 
that the Chinese occupied Pagan and reached Tarokmaw. Scepticism is 
therefore gratuitous. 

The liurmese account is bad. It telescopes several years and works 
everything up into the dramatic climax of one battle, Ngasaunggyan, where 
it says .Anantapyissi the commander was slain, whereas he was alive eight 
years later. But it is not s*) wrong as it looks in saying that the slaying 
of the ambassadors provoked the war, for when Thihathu murdered his 
father he also murdered, amongst others, the latest Chinese envoys. 
Hence the Burmese murdered envoys twice, the first time in 1273, years 
before any fighting, and the second in 1287 immediately before the great 
catastiophe. The 15urmc.se account says, the exact opposite of the truth, 
that tliey were overwhelmed by numbers, having sic only 400,000 
men against more than 6,000,000 Cliinese- as to these figures, see p. 333 ; 
its dales are wrong by several years, and the Chinese dates are shown to 
be right by Burmese inscriptions, e.g. one by Anantapyissi’s own daughter 
at InsiriplioHS 1900 227. 

See Ilmannan 1. 357-64, Parker “Preuris” and “Burma Relations 
with (.;hina ” 28-37, Yu/e “ Book of Ser Marco Polo ” II. 98-1 14, Maci^oivan 
433-40. KSASP 1917 36, Cordier “ Histoiie de la Chine” II. 304-10 and 
above all JiEFKO 1909 Huber “Fin de la dynastie de Pagan ” which 
gives a Chine.se account. 

Chinese Inscription.'- - Thc.se considerations cast con-siderable doubt 
0.1 Mr Taw Sein Ko's idea that China pla>ed an important part in mould- 
ing Burmese c:ivili.sation. Since, in the one period when we know that she 
had influcMice in Burma, civilisation retrogressed and Chinese influence left 
no mark, what reason is there to imagine that she did anything in earlier 
periods when it cannot be si. own that she had any influence at all ? 

'riicre is a stone, found near the Sarabha gate at Pagan and now in 
the museum there. No history mentions it, nor is there anything to sliuw 
who set it up, and when. It is inscribed in Pyu on one side and in Chinese 
on the other. Neither is decipherable, but Mr Taw Sein Ko [RSASP 
1916 "o and 1917 25} says that it commemorates the Tartar conquest of 
Pagan, and was set up at the time, and the Pyu text is a translation of 
Chinese text. The Chinese text was still legible in 1905, and it is a pity 
there was nobody in Bunna to read it then. 

Mr Taw Sein Ko in I A 1906 “Chinese words in the Burmese 
language ” says “ for practical purposes it may be accepted that Buddhism 
was introduced from China into Burma during the fourth century after 
Christ . - . [Apparently] at Tagaung, Prome and l^agan, in the early 
centuries of the Christian era, Chinese missionaries taught Buddhism in 
Chinese side by side with Indian mi.ssionaries who taught it in Sanskrit, but 
Cbme.se political influence being in the ascendant, Chinese monks were in 
greater lavour and their teaching made the greater headway . . . [and] 
became predominant.” That being so, there should be a number of ancient 
Chinese inscriptions in liurma : there is only one, this one. There should 

^ See I*. 7.5. 
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also be some trace of Chinese influence on the vernacular alphabets : there 
is none. In Yunnan, where the Chinese had influence, the alphabet, from 
the Nanchao 766 inscription onwards, is Chinese. There are some 
thousands of vernacular inscriptions in Burma, and every one of them is in 
a script which is admittedly of Indian origin. 

In his “ Chinese words in the Burmese language,^’ an article repeated 
in five different places, Mr Taw Sein Ko says the chief words in Burmese 
religious terminology are of Chinese origin ; but some of his words are 
Sanskrit, there is nothing to show that they came through China, and in 
the case of others the equation is doubtful. JBRS 1915 and *16 Blagden 
“ Some alleged Chinese words in Burmese ** points this out, and Huber at 
BEFEO 1909 585 dismisses the idea in a line. 

Massacre of the Kinsmen. — Instances or quasi instances are at 
pp. 75, 80, 117, 120, 145, 2oij 264. The best known — Thibaw’s massacre 
of between seventy and eighty of his brothers and other near kinsmen 
at Mandalay in 1S78 — probably differed from its forerunners neither in 
extent nor horror but only in taking place in the full light of modern 
publicity ; the court notified it to the English as “ a purging of the realm 
according to custom,” and men who were in touch with the palace tell me 
that Thibaw and his ministers seem to have been genuinely suiqirised at 
the horror with which the announcement was received. Defective though 
Burmese records may be, there can be little doubt that such massacres 
recurred from time immemorial, that they took place at the option of 
government when a new king felt insecure, that they were justified by the 
inherent weakness of the central government, and that the conscience of 
the race permitted them with the pang of regret which a dog fancier feels 
at drowning a litter. 

The acts of Abimelech in slaying his seventy brothers (Judges IX 1-5), 
of Baasha in extirpating the house of Jeroboam (1 Kings XV 29) and of 
Jehu in slaying the seventy sons of Ahab (2 Kings X i-i i) may have been 
the acts of usurpers. But the following instances, among races which 
bear, like the Turk, 

No brother near the throne, 

show the existence of a customary law and even a rite. — When a king of 
Benin came to the throne, he used to command his brothers to hang them- 
selves, and then he buried them with great pomp ; and in Uganda when a 
young king came of age, all his brothers were burnt, except two or tliree 
who were preserved to maintain the succession {Fraser “Tabocj and the 
perils of the soul ” 243). Mr. F. W, H. Migeod, who visited Ngala in 
March 1922 and saw one of the skeletons in the wall, tells me that in 
Ngala, ten miles south of Lake Chad, at each accession, if the new king 
were not himself the eldest brother, the coi Tt took his elder brothers and 
buried them alive in the wall of the palace. See p. 316, and the article 
here below. 

Royal drowning.^ — Drowning in a velvet sack was one of the privileges 
of royalty not only in Burma but also elsewhere in Indo-China. Thus in 

^ See pp. 77. 95, 102, 199, 202, 223. 
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Siam royal victims were tied in sacks of finest velvet so that they might 
not be polluted by the touch of common hands, and they were then 
dropped into the Menam river, having sometimes hrst been clubbed to 
death by great bars of aromatic wood (^Samuel Smith passim^ Pallegoix 
I. 271, Anderson English intercourse with Siam” 370). In Tonkin 
commoners were beheaded but royalties were strangled. The Tartar 
Khans would kill each other to get the throne, but they scrupulously avoided 
bloodshed : thus, Kubla Khan 1259-94 executed his uncle Nayan by 
wrapping him in a carpet and tossing him to and fro till he expired. The 
prejudice against shedding royal blood extends to Africa, where in Ashanti 
royalties are drowned, in Dahomey drowned or strangled, in Benin hanged, 
in Madagascar burnt alive, in Uganda burnt alive or starved {Frazer 
“ Talx)0 and the perils of the soul ” 242). In Burma, not only kings but 
even their bones were drowned. Thus at Amarapura the tombs of 
Bodawpaya 1782-1819 and Bagyidaw 1819-37 are cenotaphs, marking the 
cremation site, and their bones after burning were placed in a velvet bag 
and thrown into the Irrawaddy as in the case of Kyawswa 1287-98. 

Smim Payan .’ — Hmannan II. 30-9 says that in 1415 the Mawke 
Mawdon brothers were aided by a Chinese host in investing Ava 
and withdrew because their champion was defeated by the Burmese 
champion, a captive Talaing. Hmannan II. 116-20 says that in 1476 
the Burmese, having captured a Talaing sent by Dammazedi to Yiinnan, 
used him as a champion against the Chinese who were again investing 
Ava. The stories are a perfect doublet, even to such details as the 
Talaing’s name (Smim Payan), his equipment, and the colour of his 
horse. There was no Chinese siege of Ava in 1415, still less was there 
a Chinese inroad in 1476. Possibly on the second occasion the Burmese 
waylaid Dammazedi’s envoy (p. 199 above). 

Thwethauk and Thissa-ye.^ — Two men contract brotherhood by 
thwethauk drinking blood together, i.e. each makes an incision in his 
arm and the other drinks the blood, so that they twain become one flesh ; 
or the blood may be obtained by killing an animal and be drunk in water 
or spirits. The resultant relationship is recognised in the dhammathat 
law books. In Burma and Siam the rite is now common only among 
the wilder tribes, sec Forchammer “Jardine Prize” 16, I A 1891 Taw 
Sein Ko “Thwethauk.’* It was at one lime or another used all over 
the world and still survives among tribes in e.g. Africa. Artificial 
brotherhood in mediaeval Europe was usually contracted by some 
ceremony such as the exchange of weapon.s, an idea which underlies 
the wapentake. But the actual drinking of blood is mentioned by Greek 
and Latin authors as being practised among some of the surrounding 
barbarians, and to this day it occurs among the .southern Slavs in one 
of the many ceremonies for artificial brotherhood sanctioned by the 
Eastern Church. See EncycL Religion and Ethics s.v. “Broiherhood 
(artificial) *’. 


' Sec p. 87. 


“Sec pp. 106, 178, ts.s. 
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Thissa-ye, the Water of Allegiance, was drunk in Burma as in the 
surrounding localities, e.g. Siam ; thus the Siamese chronicles mention 
its being drunk to the king at his coronation, see Samuel Smith i. 
Every office holder in Burma drank it on assuming charge. Some of 
the wild sawbwas were called in to drink it before the sitke resident 
once a year. The commonest form was for an animal to be sacrificed 
to the nat spirits and its blood to be mingled with intoxicants in water 
which was then stirred with the point of spears, swords and, in later 
times, muskets ; the blood in the water bound together all the drinkers, 
including the king*s representative, and the spears, etc., typified the 
violent death which would befall those who broke the oath. But sometimes, 
as among Shan-Chinese on the border, the oath would be written out, 
the paper burnt, the ashes mixed with water, and the whole was then 
handed round and drunk. See Cox 236, J ASBen^al 1837 Mannay 
“ Route from Ava to Assam ” 275, Fytche II. in. 

Fire-arms.^ — Hmannan I. 251 mentions gunsmiths as taken from 
Thaton to Pagan by Anawrahta in 1057. Pagan Yazawinihit mentions 
“ cannon, jingals, bombs, muskets ” as being used at the battle of Pyedaw- 
thagyun 1084. Razadarit Ayedawpon says that when Tarabya was plotting 
against Wareru in 1287 he went to Pegu and collected feringhi musketeers ; 
and that Binnya U found difficulty in besieging Martaban about 1360 
because of musketeers on the walls. Hmannan I. 427 mentions foreign 
musketeers in the’ fighting between Burmese and Talaings in 1387 ; and 
1 1. 59 mentions whole regiments of feringhi artillery and musketeers fighting 
for the Talaings against the Burmese at the siege of Bassein in 1418. 

A certain amount of evidence (s.g. TP 1902 Schlej^el “On the 
invention of fire-arms in China prior to the arrival of Europeans ”) exists 
in support of the popular view that fire-arms were used in China for some 
centuries before the beginning of wholesale European intercourse, but 
it is by no means an established view. They were certainly not used 
anywhere else in the East. It is generally accepted that in Indian 
warfare they were first used by Babar at Panipat in i 526, being introduced 
from Turkey and Europe. In 1506 the Cingalese had never dreamt of 
them, and fled at the mere noise of the Portuguese guns ( Whiteway 37). 
Now' Burma was in regular communication w’ith Ceylon, and had fire-arms 
been known in Burma prior to 1506 they would have been known in 
Ceylon, especially as the Burmese chronicles clearly indicate that the 
gunners were shipmen from abroad. References befijre this time are 
obviously anachronisms, like the references to feringhis, who did not 
frequent the East till after 1498. It is possible that Mahomedan shipmen, 
when hired to fight, used in Burma on a few occasions towards the end 
of the fifteenth century something that could be distinguished as a 
fire-arm. But, although it is unlikely that fire-arms had got so far 
inland at that time, the earliest mention that is at all probable is that 
of Shwenankyawshin’s being killed at Ava by a jingal shot in 1527 
{Hmannan II. 147); and the first extensive use of fire-arms that can 

* Sec pp. 106, 155.’ 
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be accepted without question is at Martaban in 1541 when the Portuguese 
were present. Thereafter till the time of Alaungpaya 1752-60 fire-arms 
were used by the foreign mercenaries or captives of the Guard, i.e. 
feringhis and a few Mahomedans. The Manipuris {Pemberton 39) 
noted that the first time their Burmese opponents used fire-arms was 

^ 7 S 5 y Alaungpaya had then introduced fire-arms among his 
Burmans ; under his incompetent predecessors even the feringhis of 
the Guard had apparently decayed. After his time they were regularly 
used by the Burmans of the Guard as well as the feringhis, and were 
also served out to selected portions of the levy on mobilisation. Early 
in the nineteenth century the palace arsenal had up to 3 5,000 muskets, 
but they were mostly rejects from French and English arsenals, and 
the powder was so bad that it would not have been passed in the armies 
of Indian princes {Phayre “ History” 258, Snoei^nrss, Havelock^ Trant^ 
Crawfurd^ passim). The artillery was always a joke but, though the 
levy never learnt how to take care of their muskets and had to find 
out to use them, use them they did, and with surprising effect. As for 
the first line troops under good commanders in the Burman heyday, 
every enemy opinion on record is that their musketry was of a formidable 
description ; see pp. 237-8 and also compare the Chinese opinion at p. 255 
with the English report of the Ramu disaster 17 May 1824 where the 
Burmese brought their saps up to within twelve paces and poured in 
such a fire that our bugles could not be heard and the signals miscarried 
{IVi/son “ Documents ”41). 

Pegu merchants abroad.' — They are mentioned in foreign ports 
during the sixteenth century- Thus Albuquerque at the siege of Malacca 
in 1510 used “ 300 men belonging to the merchants of Pegu ” {Stevens 1 . 
18 1). In 1511 the administration of foreigners in Malacca was in the 
hands of commissioners, one for each race, and among the races enumerated 
are “the people of Pegu” {Hobson-Jobson s.v. “Kling”). Linschoten 
I. 100, writing in 1 592, after residing in Goa, says he bases his extraordinarily 
accurate information about Burma, w'hich he never saw, “ not only by the 
daily trafficking of the Portuguese out of India thither, but also by the 
Peguans themselves, whereof many dwell in India, some of them being 
Christians.” But these observers, like Nitikin (p. 12 1 above), were 
interested in the business community, w^hich was largely foreign, and when 
they talk of Peguans they possibly mean Burmanised Indians and, as 
Linschoten’s remark about Christians indicates, Armenians from Pegu ; 
some of them may have been born of intermarriage with the people of 
Pegu. But the people themselves were not maritime traders, for Barbosa 
in 1516 says little information can be obtained about Burma “because it 
has no shipping ” {Hobson-Jobson s.v. “ Burma ”). 

For the trade of this period, see Hakluyt X, passim, Anderson 
“English intercourse with Siam,” Linschoten^ Badger^ Stevens. Good 
articles on the trade routes are JBRS 1917 Furnivall “From China to 
Peru ” and “ Samuel White.” Pegu jars are first mentioned in 1350, by a 

* See p. 122. 
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Mahomedan trader in India, see Hobson-Jobson s.v. “ Martaban ” ; 
Linsckoten I. 268 says they were used to carry water on ships throughout 
the East. ¥ox ganza^ see Hobson-Jobson s.v. 

Tablnshwehti and Bayinnaung.^ — Hmannan II. 172-92 gives the 
history of Toungoo with Minkyinyo*s family tree. When his son was born 
in 1517 there were such prophecies about him that Minkyinyo had gold 
umbrellas erected over his cradle, hence the name Tabinshwehti. 
Hmannan II. 197-8 says Tabinshwehti was the re-incarnation of a 
prince who, put to death by his father Dammazedi 472-92, king of Pegu, 
prayed the same prayer as Bawlawkyantaw (p. i above). 

Hmannan II. 279-80 gives a family tree Jayinnaung showing him 
to derive from Thihathu 1312-24, the Shan B: 3ther (p. 76). But Mr Taw 
Sein Koat RSASB 1910 21 records the tradi' on which makes him the son 
of a toddy climber from Ngathayauk in Paga township. The low standard 
of education the lack of documentation, and he absence of primogeniture, 
render it improbable that any but a few Burmans retain for long a correct 
knowledge of their ancestry, and the family trees sported by men after 
they attain greatness must be suspect. On the other hand, the fact that 
Bayinnaung*s father was a toddy climber no more precludes the possibility 
of his having royal ancestors than it precluded his becoming vassal king of 
Toungoo when his son rose to greatness. 

Pinto is not so much a liar as an inveterate rhetorician. Like a true 
Portuguese of his age, he makes no effort to understand the customs and 
religion of the races with which he mixed. Just as other Portuguese 
writers in India said that the cow was an animal which the Mahomedans 
worshipped with abominable rites as the repository of their souls 
(Whiteway\ so Pinto says that the despairing lord of Martaban proposed 
to offer human sacrifice to the God of Battles, some of his princesses had 
white skins and auburn hair, he had a temple to the God of Thunder, and 
he and his family prayed prayers the words of which might have come out 
of the breviary. 

His statement that the lord of Prome was at once cruelly executed 
with his wife is improbable, because Hmannan II. 148, 292 and III. 70, 
1 19 shows that they were kept in captivity till 1553 when the husband was 
executed and the wife passed into the harem of Bayinnaung, who named 
her Sandadevi ; by Bayinnaung she had a daughter Minhkinsaw whose 
son by the lord of Toungoo was Natshinnaung (p. 1 88). On the other hand, 
Pinto is doubtless right in .saying that the lord of Martaban was executed, 
as the chronicle is ominously silent about him. Nor is there any reason to 
doubt the pitiful atrocities which he describes, for they accord only too well 
with what we know, on overwiielniing evidence, to have been Burmese 
custom in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Cogan’s translation of Pinto is thoroughly bad ; not only does it mangle 
the sense and take serious liberties with proper names but also it miscopies 
dates so badly that it is useless for purposes of chronological comparison. 


• Sec pp. 125, 153. 


See p. 157. 
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Siamese chronology.' — The dates of the T 3 urmese invasions hitherto 
given in books on Siam differ by decades from those in. the Burmese 
chronicles, which I have followed. The Siamese archives were wiped out 
in 1 767 when the Burmese destroyed Ayuthia. Chronicles compiled after 
that event were naturally inaccurate for the preceding period. Uluang 
Prasot, however, in 1907 found a chronicle written in 1680 and based on 
earlier material ; it is more .accurate as to dates than most others and it is 
translated into English at /SS 1909 Frankfurter “ Events in Ayuthia 686- 
966.*’ Prince Damrong, in his notes to king Mongkut’s “ History of 
Siam ” published in Siamese by the Vajiranfina National Library, Bangkok, 
1914, shows that hitherto the chronology of the annals has l)een based on 
the supposition that king Mahachakrapadhi reigned from 1529. The 
annalists knew that the first Burmese invasion was in his first regnal year, 
so they assigned it to 1 530. But Hluang Prasot shows him to have reigned 
from 1547, and hence the first Burmese invasion was in 1547-8, the date 
given by the Burmese chronicles. Prince Damrong and other leading 
Siamese authorities now accept the Burmese chronology for these years, 
which is also in the main confirmed by the Portuguese writers and the 
European travellers in Hakluyt^ to say nothing of Burmese inscriptions. 

The young ferlnghi.- -There is no Portuguese version that I can 
trace. I have given the Burmese account, Hmannan il. 268-70, which 
says that he was nephew to the lord of Peissarit who sent him to attack 
Achin from Malacca. Peissarit is unidentified ; the nearest names are 
Pedir, Paccm and Patani, all in Portuguese hands at this time. Phayre 
“ History” loi says the feringhi was nephew to Diogo Soarez de Mello but 
does not give the process w'hereby he comes to this conclusion. I have not 
found a nephew of his mentioned as being in Burma ; he himself pul into 
the coast of Pegu for a time under stress of weather in i 545, but he was 
not interned and went away again {Couio III. i. 16), and after serving 
Tabinshwehti against Arakan in 1546 (III. i 21) he serves the Portuguese 
against the sultan of Achin, but he is not beaten, he gloriously defeats the 
sultan (III i. 348 and ii. 1 18), and after helping Bayinnaung to invade 
Siam and to sack Pegu in 1551 he dies there (IV. i. 136). Couto mentions 
some half dozen Portuguese captains in Burma by name, and Diogo Soarez 
de Mello had a son there, but none of them fit in with the Hmannan 
story, which may well be mistaken. 

Funeral sacrifice.'' — The numbers could be considerable ; thus, 10 
elephants, 100 horses, and 100 each of men and women were slaughtered 
at the grave of a major sawhwa. The Ahom .Shan kings of Assam 
continued the custom at least as late as the seventeenth century, and would 
even bury one of the slaves alive to look after the lamp in the tomb {Gait 
121). Until the English compelled them to ab.'indon slave-holding, the 
White Karens and the Danaws buried slaves alive with their masters ; a 
small hole was left in the grave through which they could breathe, and 
food was supplied to them for seven days ; if they could then rise 


• See p. 158. 
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unaided they became free. The same train of thought underlies the 
myostxde (p. 320) and the head-hunting of the Wild Wa to-day, who hunt 
especially before sowing time so as to ensure the presence of a new ghost 
to look after the fields (GUB I. i. 498). In Karen villages pigs are the 
property of the women and know their mistress’s voice ; when a woman 
dies, her pigs are killed so that they may accompany her. In Karenni in 
1908, when the myosa of Kyebogyi was buried, the people wished to bury 
his pony with him, but were dissuaded by the Assistant Political Officer. 
Funeral sacrifice is of course universal. Thus Achilles, after sacrificing 
four horses and two dogs on the funeral pyre of Patroklos, crowns the 
ceremony by slaying twelve Trojans (Iliad XX HI. 175). Around their 
dead king the Scythians would bury one of his concubines, his cupbearer, 
cook, groom, lacquey, messenger and horses lest he should lack servants in 
the hereafter (Herodotus IV. 71). Viking barrows in Norway dating from 
the eleventh century contain the skeletons not only of the chief but also of 
the followers who w'ere buried with him. In the Norse Saga, the Viking 
chief, sick unto death, is carried aboard his favourite ship, his best warriors 
clamorously man her, she is set on fire, the sails are hoisted, she blows out 
to sea, and thus they all die together rejoicing. See EncycL Religion and 
Ethics s.vv. “Burma,” “Death and the disposal of the dead,” “Human 
sacrifice.” 

Tooth and Invulnerables.*— The dates 1574 and 1576 of the 
daughter and the tooth are just a decade later in the Burmese version, 
Hmannan III. 8, 33-5, than in the Portuguese versions. wSee Stevens II. 
207-9, 251-2 (where Faria y Sousa tells a naughty story about the tooth), 
Linschoten I. 293, and above all Gcrson da Cunha whose memoir gives 
a complete history of the Kandy Tooth down to the present day. 

These Invulnerables, mentioned at Hmannan III. 37, are not peculiar 
to Burma. Siam also had them. Samuel Smith 17-30 mentions them as 
being sent with Phaulkon’s embassy to France, where sic the Guards of 
Louis XIV. fired at them but could not injure them, and as taking part in 
the 1661 raid into Burma (p. 200) where they rendered themselves invisible 
and, though heavily outnumbered, so terrified the Burmese by their invulner- 
ability that they won easily. Trant^ Havelock and Snodgrass describe the 
show the Burmese Invulnerables made in 1824-6 when they were frequently 
found to be doped with opium, but not so heavily that they could not run 
quite fast. They survive to-day in the form of dacoits with magical 
tattooing and with pieces of metal buried under the skin as charms .against 
wounds (p. 314)- 

The Legend of the East ’** faded on examination. Bernier 55, 225, 
329, writing in 1670, pointed out the prevailing destitution and ignorance in 
India ; and he, like Manned 11 . 441, writing in 1700, was of opinion that 
30,000 white troops would suffice to sweep the Moghul Empire off the face 
of the earth. As for Burma, take the following. (Sir Thomas Herbert was 
the cavalier who attended Charles I. to the scaffold. Hamilton was a ship- 
owner who spent a lifetime in the East.) 

‘ Sec p. 17-1. -Seep. 17G. 
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“ I might tell you of the vanitie of the king of Burma, in his loading 
himself with glittering gems, his head, ears, arms, hands, legs and feet 
resembling a bespangled firmament ; such as may amaze a good 
sense, yea, dazzle a good eye, and force some men to judge him 
infinitely rich ; but I behold him otherwise and judge him poor and 
miserable.” (Year 1629. Herbert 322.) 

“As King of the twenty- four white Somereroes, 1 believe few Kings 
will much care to dispute that glorious Title with him, for those 
Somereroes are only common China Umbrellaes, covered over with thin 
Chormondel Betcellaes, and their Canes lackt and gilded, and 
because his own Subjects dare not use any such Umbrellaes, he 
wisely lays his imperial Commands on all other Kings to forbear 
wearing of them when they go abroad . . . Tho’ the Palace is very 
yet the Buildings are but mean, and the City tho’ great and 
populous, is only built of Bambow Canes, thatcht with Straw or 
Reeds, and the Floors of Teak Plank, or split Bambows, because if 
Treason or other capital Crimes be detected, the Criminals may have 
no Place of Shelter, for if they do not appear on the first Summons, 
Fire will fetch them out of their combustible Habitations.” (Year 
1727. Hamilton II. 45, 47). 

The Catholic Mission.* — Bonfer, a French Franciscan who was 
chaplain to the seaport Portuguese in 1554-7, also “spent years in learning 
the Pegues’ language and mysteries that he might preach among them, 
but was forced to give over, desiring rather (as did S. Anthony) to preach 
amoi g pigs than such a swinish generation.” The first church was built 
by De Brito’s Jesuit chaplains at Syriam, who did some mission work there 
and doubtless accompanied the Portuguese captives of 1613 into the 
interior. After that there were no white clergy, but there were always two 
resident chaplains, one for the feringhi community at Syriam, the other 
for the descendants of the Christian captives at court and in the Shwebo 
villages ; both chaplains were Goanese, under the bishop of Mylapur 
(Madras) ; they knew no Burmese, and spoke pigeon Portuguese, and 
their morals were on a level with their intelligence. 

'The first missionaries * were Genoud and Joret, of the Missions 
Etrang^res de Paris ; serving in the Siam mission, they tended Talaing 
and Burmese captives, whose kinsmen invited them to Burma ; they 
arrived at Syriam in 1689 and founded a little hospital, but were denounced 
by the monks, taken to court, stripped and exposed to mosquitoes, sewn 
up in sacks and drowned near Ava in 1693. Nothing further happened 
till 1721 when Calchi, a Barnabite, and Vittoni, a secular, both Italians, 
landed and came to court ; the fury of the Portuguese priests knew no 
bounds ; they delated the two Italians to the king as spies, and when 
Calchi lay dying alone they refused him the last sacraments. None the 
less the king granted facilities and henceforward there was, almost without 
intermission, at least one resident priest in the country, under, till 1829, 
the control of Italian Barnabites. The Burmese government, though 

* See pp. 1 86, 207, 231. 
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tolerant as regards religion, was suspicious of wandering strangers, and 
would not allow them to go into the interior ; hence, they had to confine 
their efforts to Syriam and its successor Rangoon, to the capital, and to 
the Shwebo villages where, since 1770, the church has been at Monhla. 
The first bishop, Gallizia, consecrated in 1742, met a tragic end (p. 213). 
He had only three priests, often there were fewer, and there were never 
more than half-a-dozen until the English occupation, by opening up freedom 
of travel, made missionary work possible. Nerini (p. 230) expanded a small 
Burmese vocabulary left by Calchi, and their work is the basis of subsequent 
dictionaries. Nerini also founded a girls* orphanage at Syriam, and built 
Syriam church in 1750, the first brick church in Burma, using Coromandel 
labour because the local labour was incompetent. The first book printed 
in Burmese was a little grammar by Carpani, a missionary on leave in 
Italy ; the dies were cut at the Propaganda in Rome, the resultant book 
being the quaint “ Alphabetum Barmanorum seu Bomanorum Regni Avte 
finitarumque regionum, Rorn;e MDCCLXXVI. Typis Sacrce Congreg. de 
Propaganda Fide. Proe sidum adprobatione ” (Bodleian — 8° z. 126 BS, 
British Museum— 68. a. 29). The first Burman to visit Europe was Maung 
Saw, a monk; he became a Catholic and went to Rome in 1784 with 
Montegazza who died as bishop in 1794 at the capital Amarapura- his 
tombstone is still to be seen. Sangermano, who wrote “The Burmese 
Empire,’* the first general account of the country, served at Rangoon 1783- 
1806, founding St. John’s church and school there. 

'riie mission records show a terribly high death rate ; it was lower 
than that of lay Europeans, with their less abstemious habits, but in the 
eighteenth century men did not wear sun helmets or understand how to 
live in the tropics. The flock consisted mainly of the bayinifyi villages in 
the Shwebo area, with 2,000 souls including wives and children, but there 
were some converts in Rangoon, bringing the gross total to perhaps 5,000 
in 1800. The jurisdiction of the Portuguc.se clergy in India is racial rather 
than territorial and until shortly after 1800 they continued to exist at 
Tatkale in Rangoon side by side with the Italian mission, having a 
congregation of a few hundred Indians and half-caste Portuguese. 

It was an Armenian who supplied funds for the building of Syriam 
church. The Rangoon Armenian Church Kalendar shows that Armenians 
first came to Burma in 1612 and that they dwelt in Syriam; their first 
tombstone is dated 1725. 

See Purchas 507, Herbert 318, Ltiurtay II. 274 and 332, Annates tie 
la Propagation 1864 49, Hamilton II. 63, Bigandet, 

Dutch withdrawal.’ — Dairy mplc I. 98 infers Dutch possession of 
Negrais from the existence of a tombstone there recording the burial of a 
Dutch colonel in 1608 ; but their papers ire.ition no settlement there. He 
goes on to say that during some dispute with the Burmese they threatened 
to bring in the Chinese, whereupon the Burmese expelled them and all 
other Europeans ; he gives no reference, and the statement is doubtful. 
The Dutch were engrossed elsewhere, they held the prize of all Asia in 


* Sec p. 191. 
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the Spice Islands, and profitable trade could not go through in Burma 
with any regularity. The decision of the Council at Batavia in 1676 to 
abandon Pegu says nothing of a quarrel or an expulsion order, and four 
years later they were still winding up their affairs at Pegu (India Office, 
Mackenzie Collection of MSS., Private no. 40, p. 59 ; Da^h Register 1680). 
As for the English, who withdrew about the same time. Governor Higginson, 
year 1695, in his secret instructions to envoy Fleetwood (p. 203 above) 
explicitly says that the East India Company had withdrawn its branches 
from Burma, “the trade proving unprofitable.” 

Thalun’s inquest, etc.^ — As institutions which survived till yesterday, 
such as some of the land tenures in Kyaukse, are ascribed to Thalun, and 
so much of his work links up with other matters, this seems the place for a 
note on general conditions. 

None of the record of the 1638 inquest has been found, but probably 
it resembles that of king Bodawpaya (p. 269), and some references to what 
he did survive. Thus at Syriam he ordained, in addition to the port 
customs, twelve kinds of revenue — a toll of gold, a toll of silver, a toll of 
rope, a toll of each of the two kinds of cane, a toll of wood oil, a toll of 
madder, a toll of rice, a toll of powder, a toll of chillies, a toll of salt, and 
a toll of salt fish. 

Instead of dedicating prisoners of war as slaves to pagodas, Thalun 
found a new use for them : he settled them as tenants at Kyaukse where 
their families supplied labour for the canals and they themselves served as 
soldiers (p. 318). Indeed some of these canal tenants were not prisoners. 
Thus Linzin (Viengchang) youths of good family volunteered, probably under 
pressure, for service under their suzerain, the king of Burma ; the Linzin 
Foot Guards were a crack regiment with land in the canal area, one 
thwethauksu (platoon) being settled at Thindaing and one at Thanyua ; 
they also formed a war-canoe corps. 

Thalun settled Chiengmai and Kaunghan (? Kenghung) Shans along 
the Mu and Chindwin rivers in three corps (Yun-kaunghan, Win-kaunghan, 
Tat-kaunghan) ; many of these were not pure Shans but descendants of the 
Burmese left at Chiengmai by Bayinnaung 1551-81. Bayinnaung himself 
had settled his Mohnyin and Mogaung prisoners in Shwebo district where 
they finally occupied the Pyinzala-ngamyo area in the Kanbalu subdivision 
(Nyaungbin, Yuatha, Hngetpyaw, Nagasin, Pintha) serving as hereditary 
daing-asu ^shield men) and fe-asu (archers). The men in such units 
entered into thwetkauk brotherhood (p. 339) with each other, and 
thwethauksu (a body of men who have drunk each other’s blood) was the 
name for a platoon. Nwetame near Kyabin in Minbu district was peopled, 
probably at this period, by Shan prisoners from Chiengmai who introduced 
the local irrigation system and served as Yun-ahmudan (Chiengmai troops).® 
Now, as later, the kings brought men from all over the Shan states and 
from distant parts like Tavoy to serve in the plains or at court, usually as 
soldiers ; it supplied government 'with men, it Burmanised the Shans, and 
these outlying states would have rebelled even more frequently than they 

* See p. 194. 
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did had not many of their sons, from chief to commoner, been hostages in 
the king’s hands. It was the same with all subject races : villages with 
such names as Shanzu, Talaingzu, where captive Shans, Siamese, and 
Talaings were settled, occur all over Upper Burma. It is probably the 
prisoners taken in the 1629 rebellion who supplied the Talaing settlements 
at Shwebontha, Zigon, Ngabe, Sulegon and Pyinka island in Sagaing 
district, consisting of hsin-ahmudan (keepers and catchers of elephants) a 
dangerous service for which they volunteered to avoid being dedicated to 
the Shwepaunglaung pagoda at Kyaukyit (p. 96). Other parts of the 
Talaing elephant corps were scatter^ over Mankyo and Aukkyaung near 
Sagu, Magyibya, and Sinkya near Salin, and Thalundin near Paunglin, in 
Minbu district ; Myinshisse near Sale in Myingyan district ; Hngetpyawdaw 
near Yesagyo, Sincheya and Pandawyua near Pahkangyi, in Pakokku 
district ; and at Sindaw near Ma-u, Thitsein, Sadon, and Ngakon in the 
Monyua district.^ 

In Myingyan district are Talaing colonies, claiming originally from 
prisoners taken at Thaton in 1057 and during the attacks made on the Delta 
by the chief of Ava, Minhkaung 1401-22 ; they were settled according to 
their craft, on which the court had first claim — for instance, Shwega, the 
village of the shield makers ; Sinhka, the village of the howdah makers ; 
Kabyu, Kamye, Kani where saddles were made, white for commoners, 
black for junior officials, red for senior officials ; Thintabaw, Thintaya, the 
villages of hairdressers ; Pontha, the village of musicians. 

Mahomedans were captured among the defenders of Pegu in 1 539 and 
1599, and they were taken in Arakan, during raids such as those of 
Tabinshwehti on Mrohaung in 1547 and of Sane’s officers on Sandoway in 
1707 : these, and De Brito’s Mahomedan followers captured at the fall of 
Syriam in 1613 or in the stray ships which arrived just after, were settled 
at Mycdu in Shwebo district, Pinya and Kanlu in Sagaing, Yindaw in 
Yamethin, and Leppan in Kyaukse, receiving land in lieu of pay for their 
services as hereditary musketeers of the Guard.-* 

The Portuguese captured at Syriam in 1613 numbered perhaps 400 
including Eurasians, women, and children. They w'ere kept for a time at 
Payeinma ‘ in Sagaing district, and then were scattered among villages 
between the Chindwin and Mu rivers. There they were given land, a 
Catholic priest attended them, and they formed a Christian community 
which has retained its identity to this day, with the name bayin^i 
(feringhi). Intermarrying with the people, they lost their distinctive 
features and many relapsed from Catholicism, being known as kalapyet 
(lapsed foreigners) ; but, on the other hand, their numbers were occasion- 
ally swelled, as stray Europeans who fell into the king’s hands were sent 

1 ParUU 4. * Carey 2. 

- ParUtt 4, Grahame 13-8, JBRS 1915 Furnivall “ History of Syriam ** 53. 

^Bigandet 71 says he saw, about 1867, bricks there of what once had been 
their church. They themselves say they came to Burma in 999 b . f . ( a . d . 1637) 
but 999 is a mere jingle. He gives two lists, similar to mine, compiled by the 
Burmese military authorities in 1777 and by himself in 1867. In his lists the 
bayingyis are scattered in smaller packets over more villages. 
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there, a notable acquisition being the French crews captured in 1757 
(p. 231). From 1613 onward they formed the musketeers and gunners of 
the Guard. Even to>day some of them are to be found with beards and 
with blue or green eyes from Dutch or northern French ancestors. Their 
present numbers and localities are 


Mandalay town . 

. 500 

Sagaing district 

Nabet 

. 300 

Chaungu . 

400 

Shwebo district 

Monhla 

• 483 

Ye-u 

120 

Chanthayua 

600 


The treatment of the Portuguese prisoners seems brutal. But it was the 
custom of the Burmese to deport prisoners, unless indeed they massacred 
them out of hand. They were acting in accordance with the common 
custom of antiquity, of which the Babylonian Captivity is a well-known 
example. From the beginning of their history to the end, the Burmese 
regarded slaves as one of the chief spoils of war, and habitually settled 
them all over the country. In Indo-China generally, wars were glorified 
slave raids. In 1855 the Red Karens were still carrying off Burmans 
and Shans, whom they bartered for cattle,' the Siamese raided Tenasserim 
until the British occupation in 1825 (p. 272), the Arakanese raided the 
Burmese border villages and for centuries their slave ships were the terror 
of Bengal and As.sam (p. 143). The Burmese raided their neighbours in 
the same way, deporting whole cities — Thaton, Ayuthia, and Mrohaung. 
The Chins say they tattoo the faces of their women because the Burmese 
were always carrying off the pretty ones. Captives suffered on the march 
(p. 298), but once they had been brought into Burma, they were often 
decently treated. The king had first choice, and those he selected were 
dedicated to pagodas or settled in the villages ; but often the troops were 
allowed to keep a prisoner or two each for themselves, the officers getting 
more, according to rank ; they were either used as servants, or sold in the 
market, usually for a very low price because they were liable to abscond : 
thus about 1800 a Siamese woman captive sold for a bottle of intoxicants." 
Slaves allotted to private soldiers were often treated as members of the 
family, for the common liability to oppression aroused mutual sympathy, 
and no man knew when he too might become a slave either at the caprice 
of government or for failure to pay his revenue (p. 359).’* 

Ruling a poor and thinly populated country, the king of Burma 
regarded captives as a form of wealth, just as a planter would like to 
have a gang of labourers who worked for nothing. The same desire 
for population explains the king’s habit of seizing mariners (p. 205), 

^ Yule “ Mission ” 297. *•* Crazvfurd 1. 424. 

^Sangermano 126, TP 1891 Cordier “ Les Fran(^ais en Birmanie ” 393, 
Crawfurd II. 133, Bayfield xxv, Fortnightly Review 1S97 Parker “ The Burmo- 
Chinesc frontier and the Kakhyen tribes.*’ 
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and the custom whereby any foreigner temporarily residing in the 
country was not merely allowed but was publicly encouraged ^ to take 
a wife for the period of his stay ; he had to pay her off before leaving, 
and never under any circumstances could he take her or his female 
children out of the country, though he might, on payment of a heavy 
tax, get sanction to take his male children. Every ship on arrival was 
carefully searched for women, and if, on leaving, it contained one 
woman more than it did on arrival, that ship was confiscated and the 
crew enslaved : women could breed subjects for the king, and therefore 
they were not allowed to emigrate. 

Just as the king would not allow the export of his live-stock in the 
form of human beings, so he would not allow the export of his dead-stock 
in the form of the country’s natural products — e.g. rubies, teak, rice 
(p. 357). A man who goes to trade in a country can take payment only in 
two ways — either in precious metal or in goods. In Burma it was 
difficult to take it in goods, because almost every local product worth 
having was prohibited from export. But if payment was taken in gold or 
silver, there was the same difficulty : under the king’s order the money 
could not be taken away lest the country should be impoverished. The 
result might be that the merchant made arrangements to spend it in the 
country, for instance by building a ship, thus benefiting local labour, 
which is just what the king intended ; but the result might also be that he 
took good care not to come to Burma again, which is just the opposite of 
what the king intended. There were a number of countries in the vicinity 
of which the king had never heard ; there were literally scores of ports 
where money could be used to better advantage because the rajas were 
less obstructive. In practice even the rulers of Ava did not enforce their 
prohibitions to the letter. There was not only smuggling, but also there 
were various exceptions made on application, and there were demi-official 
evasions. But the prohibitions were never relaxed in the case of the 
precious metals,- and the circumvention of the others was sufficiently 
cumbrous to prevent Syriam and its successor Rangoon from ever thriving. 

These ideas resembled, in essence, those underlying the Mercantile 
Theory, and there was much to be said for some of them at the time. 
Take the prohibition on the export of rice. There was no regular 
surplus for export, because a self-contained population whose numbers 
are stationary grows only enough for its own support. Government 
was never stable and at any moment the king in his palace was liable 
to be cut off by rebellion from Kyaukse and the Delta, the main sources 
of his supply. He habitually brought large quantities of rice from such 

* Year 1592 {Linschoten I. g8), year 1727 (Hamilton II. 51-3), year 1782 (TP 
i89oCordier “ Le.s Fran^ais en Birmanic’* ^ijo and 1891 25), year 1795 (Symes 
329). Foreign settlers felt the restriction against taking their children away, but 
even in the 18-6 treaty the English could not get the restriction removed (Crawfurd 
II. app. 14). 

“ Iwen in the / 1826 treaty the English could not get the prohibition removed 
from precious metals, Crawfurd I. 210 and II. app. 14. See also Gouger 60-7, 
Sangermano 1 76 . 
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places and stored it in the palace against a possibility of siege, and 
down the Irrawaddy river there were grain depots, as at Myanaung and 
Bassein, where food was supposed to be, and sometimes was, stored for 
dispatch to hungry districts.^ The king lived, to an extent hardly, 
realisable to-day, in continual dread of famine in the capital, and famines 
are constantly mentioned in the chronicles. 

The organisation of society was tribal.- Down to the English 
annexation, the Sit-thu Prince, or Slave-King, i.e. the headman of Nyaung-u 
West village near Pagan, who is descended from Manuha chief of Thaton 
(p. 28), controlled and assessed not only his own village but also eighty 
families in Pakokku, over ten in both Magwe and Myingyan, and over 
twenty in both Sale and Minbu, all being Talaings and slaves. Society 
was honeycombed with class distinctions. Before men “ went mad and 
cast aside their hereditary dignities ” a member of the cavalry levy would 
not eat with a lamaing (crown serf) or even sit on the same level. The 
rules of inheritance varied in different classes. Probably these class 
distinctions originated in race, commoners tending to be the conquered 
mass, e.g. Chins and all manner of imported captives, the official classes 
tending to be the conquerors, i.e. the Burmese themselves — that is one 
reason why the Burmese are a proud race. People were subordinate not 
so much to the local headman as to the overseer of their order or tribe, 
though both offices were frequently combined in the person of the 
myothugyi who was the overseer for the servile classes in his area. Thus 
Daungbo in Myingyan district contained villagers who when called up 
served in the cavalry, spearmen and shieldinen respectively ; instead of 
paying revenue to the headman, they paid it to the head of their class. 
Similarly the privileges of each order were independent of area. A man 
might live in one village and be entitled to work land in another ten miles 
away because that land was allotted to his class. If he migrated, he was 
liable for taxes not to his new village but to his old overseer so long as the 
latter could trace him. This applies not only to military units, but also to 
the rest of the population, which was regimented, as in feudal countries. 
The regimentation was complex and obstructive, and governmental control 
was facilitated by the unusually high standard of literacy — “ it is a kingdom 
governed by the pen, for not a single person can go from one village into 
another without a paper or writing.”^ The various classes were clans, 
with rights accruing from a certain office which it was their hereditary 
duty to fill ; marriage outside the clan entailed loss of status, and the king 
could degrade a man from one clan to another, for instance from the 
sadawckef-asu^ fish-cooks, to the ksindaing-asu, elephant scavengers. 
Society was tribal not territorial, an organisation not of local communities 
but of occupational guilds. This comes out even in its pageantry ; when 
the Lord Governor of Rangoon kept the Feast of Thadingyut and went in 

* Symes 233, JBRS 1915 Furnivall “ History of Syriam ” 143. 

* Carey 2, Furnivall “Myingyan Settlement'* 8, 13; JBRS 1914 Furnivall 
“ Notes on the history of Hanthawaddy ** and 1915 his “ History of Syriam ” ; 
Forchammer “ Jardine Prize ” 7. 

^*Year 1700, Manned I. 373. 
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solemn procession to the Shwedagon, with his staff, his musketeers, his 
spearmen, his boats* crews and all his lieges, the salt boilers had to cany 
the silver candlesticks. When the English annexed Lower Burma they 
found authority vested not in the head of each village but in the head of 
each class — the head over the Karens of each township, the head over its 
fishermen, the heads over its brokers, its palm-juice drawers, its garden 
cultivjitors, its field cultivators, its elephants, its buffaloes, its horses. 
Early Deputy Commissioners found it hard to make taikthugyis realise 
that their jurisdiction was territorial not personal, and that they were 
responsible for all residents in their tract. Revenue was sometimes levied on 
the area a man worked, the unit being the area a pair of buffaloes could 
plough, but often this Was totally disregarded ^ and a man paid a poll tax in 
his capacity as betel grower, fruit gardener, wood oil tapper, fisherman, salt 
boiler and so forth. Karens paid revenue not as residents or cultivators 
but as Karens, a heavy poll tax, and w'ere exempted from military service 
although they might be requisitioned ^ on emergency to suppress rebellion. 
Revenue was paid in kind ; thus a township in flenzada district paid lo 
per cent, of its rice crop, and Tharrawaddy paid loo viss (365 lb.) each 
of honey and beeswax and too mats. Elephant’s tusks w'ere a common 
medium. Syriam paid fish, coconut, plantains, royal tribute of betel 
from the Dalla gardens, and sugar of which vast quantities were consumed 
by the elephants. But revenue was also paid in service. For instance, 
Syriam had to maintain three war-boats, and to keep watch against raiders 
from Arakan ; indeed every big riverside village, such as Shwehle in 
Minbu district and the Bangyi area in Monyua district, maintained 
war-canoes for the levy, and races Ixstween them were magnificent 
spectacles, the local lords taking their smartest boats to court and showing 
them off at the king’s regattas. 

Yung-li (Kuei) •' was strangled with a bowstring in the market-place of 
Yiinnan Fu and was buried there, aged 38. llis heir aged 14 met with a 
like fate. A little son is buried at a small monastery on an island 
oppo.site Shwegu in Bhamo di.stricl. His women were taken to I'ckin and 
received g«)ocl treatment in captivity. The heir was called Constantine, 
the empress Anne, the dowagers flelen and Mary and the able eunuch 
Achilles, for the whole fiimily had become Catholic, with a Jesuit confessor 
who gave them these names to invoke the tradition of the Byzantine 
house. Yung-li himself, though Christianised, was not baptized because he 
could not forsake his wives. When Sankuei, viceroy of Yunnan, marched 
into Burma to seize him, Yung-li sent him a letter asking for pity and 
reminding him of past favours. Sankuei owed his career to the Ming 
dynasty, but that did not prevent him from hunting Yung-li down like 
vermin. See Hmannan 111 . 261-S2 ; Warry ; Parker “Precis” and 
“ Letters from a Chinese empress and a Chinese eunuch to the Pope 
in the Year 1650” in Contemporary Review 1912; Ph‘e d'Orl'ans ; 

* British Burma Gazetteer 1 . 439, 450. 

- TP T891 Cordier “ Les Fran^ais en Birmanie ” 395. 

• See p. 201. 
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Du Halde I. 487, Macgowan 526, “ Histoire de la Chine” III. 

240-4 ; Anderson ** Expedition to western Yunnan ” 19-20. 

French aiid Shipbuilding:.^ — In 1769 the French obtained greater 
privileges than the English, such as the right to fly their flag at Rangoon, 
but the branch soon after died out with the waning of French interests 
in the Far East In the eighteenth century their shipwrights were 
probably the best in Europe, and it is from them that the Delta received 
its first lessons in shipbuilding. Dupleix 1720-54 liked Syriam because 
it was out of the way of the English ; he regarded it as his chief 
shipbuilding centre, because labour and material were cheap, and many 
of the ships he sent to trade in the Red Sea and Manilla were built there ; 
Diligent and the ill-fated Fleury (p. 231) were built there in 1755. The 
Talaings and Burmese were slow and wasted timber because they did 
not know the use of the saw, but in other respects they were excellent 
carpenters. Although Malabar and Surat teak was preferred, Burma* 
teak was known in India from the sixteenth century. It was the finest 
wood imaginable for shipbuilding because it resisted sea water and did 
not splinter under gunfire, a principal cause of casualties in the sea fights 
of the eighteenth century. Rangoon, which succeeded Syriam in 1755, 
was a minor centre in comparison with Calcutta and the great Parsee 
yards at Bombay, but none the less it supported a shipbuilding industry 
under French, English and Armenian contractors, numbering perhaps 
half a dozen. Their ships tended to be weak in the keel because of 
scamped construction, but they could be built up to 1,000 tons, and 
the cost was only two* thirds of that at Calcutta. Most were built for 
Mahomedan and Armenian merchants, but they were resold, and some 
of the longest found their way into the battle squadrons of the English 
East India Company. The English invaders in 1824 found on the 
stocks two unfinished frigates of 300 tons each, built by a shipwright 
called Turner for the Imam of Muscat. The industry was killed by 
the invention of iron ships. See Somierat (1782) II. 43-53 and (1806) 
III. 40-3, Symes 217 and 457-60, Cordier “La France en Chine” I. 
xlviii and “Historique abrdgd” 6, TP 1891 Cordier “ Les Fran^ais 
en Birmanie ” 39, Havelock 49, Trant 26. 

Capital punishment ^ is contrary to Buddhist ethics. A criminal may 
die by the judge\s order, yet he dies not because of his crime, but because 
he is doomed by his evil deeds in a previous existence to have his head 
chopped off in five or ten subsequent existences ; for his present crime 
he will suffer in some future existence under the process of karma, the 
indissoluble nexus of cause and effect. As karma acts as judge, there 
is no need for an earthly judge to do more than protect without punishing, 
and a ruler who takes upon him to pass sentence of death will himself 
in future existences suffer the misery resulting from manslaughter. 
Therefore Burmese rulers devoutly refrained from passing sentence of 
death. But they said “ Let him travel by the usual road,” and they 


^ See pp. 203, 2S4. 


- See p. 208. 
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said it very often — Crawfurd II. 52, 148, written in 1826, records that 
in the Rangoon area, with a population of 1 8,000, there were twenty-five 
to thirty executions a year, which would give the present Rangoon, 
with its 340,000 inhabitants, no fewer than 519 executions a year, 
against the actual 2. See p. 358. 

Owe.* — Two colonies are mentioned, one at Awaihg village near 
Pegu, consisting of Gwe Karens {Hmannan III. 383), and another at 
Okpo in Mandalay district {Hmannan III. 393). The former are doubtless 
the Scm Kwe of the Siamese chronicles, a boorish folk 3,000 strong who, 
speaking a language distinct from Talaing, follow the exile Smim Htaw 
Buddhaketi to Ayuthia ( Wooii). The latter are called simply Gwe in 
Hmannan^ but Konbaungset 71 calls them (iwe Lawa, Lawa meaning 
Wa ; Scott Burma, a handbook” 181 thinks them Shans from Mo^g 
Kwi. The kings had frequently deported Shans, among other races, and 
settled them in the plains (pp. 166, 347 above). Parker “ Burma, 
relations with China*’ 75 mentions a Chinese belief that they were 
descended from the retinue of the fugitive emperor Kuei ; but the mere 
similarity of names means nothing, and the retinue, consisting of only 
600-700 people, was practically exterminated (p. 200). 

Price of Rice.^ — Three of these baskets went to an English ship’s 
rice bay, which Professor H. Dodwell tells me was at Madras in 1782, 
150-60 lb., so the basket was evidently much the same as the present 
Burmese paddy basket of 46 lb. In 1759 the price was fifteen baskets 
to the rupee {Dairy mpie I. 1 10). In 1795 the price at the capital, Amara- 
pura, was i J baskets (each of 16 viss - 58 lb.) a rupee, at Rangoon and 
Martaban 4 to 5 baskets {Symes yit). In 1813, during the famine years, 
the price at Amarapura was Ks. 5 a basket {PS PC despatch 5 February 
1813 Canning to Adam). At the outbreak of war in 1824 the Rangoon 
price was 4 baskets a rupee but during the war it was 1 basket 
{Alexander 21). Old men in the Henzada island can remember paddy 
selling at 10 baskets a rupee. 

Negrais Massacre.^ — Alves’ reports are at Dalrymple I. 343-98. 
The Burmese account, Konbaungset 144-7, overlooking the fact that 
this was in 1759, four years after Pegu had been razed and the struggle 
was over, adds that Talaing prisoners said they were receiving cannon 
from the English heretics. The king, in the letter sent by Alves 
{Dalrymple I. 394) says he is sure the governor of Madras would 
never have allowed help to be given to the Talaings, and Negrais must 
have been acting without orders ; the king had no conception of the 
Company’s organisation or the control it had over its staff. Things 
were no longer as in 1755 when ships at Rangoon, having no orders 
either way, could fire on the Burmese and receive no more than an 
angry reprimand; after 1755 the Company declared its policy towards 
Alaungpaya, in 1757 it signed a treaty with him, and its officers had 
orders accordingly. The king also believed {Dalrymple I. 374) that 

* See pp. an, aia. “ See p. 228. See p. 210. 
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Negrais was in contract with the Talaings to buy half their loot ; but 
the English, though capable of buying anything and asking no questions 
as to its origin, were out for teak and so forth, not the sort of stuff 
Talaings looted. 

The Burmese account makes no attempt to conceal Alaungpaya’s 
personal insistence on the whole operation, or the manner in which it 
was carried out at a friendly meeting, doubtless regarding it all as high 
strategy. It is also characteristic that when he had a real grievance, 
a casus belli, in the firing of the ships at Rangoon in 1755, Alaungpaya 
failed to send a mission demanding immediate disavowal and reparation ; 
yet four years later, when even the grievance that existed in his mind 
could have been settled by departmental adjustment, he broke out into 
wholesale murder. His entourage included men such as the governor 
of Bassein, who made lamentations to Alves, saying he merely looked 
on at the massacre, and, instead of saying frankly he took a share of 
the loot, went out of his way to deny that he took any ; when Alve? 
found one of the captives’ clothes in his possession, he mumbled “ 1 
was only taking care of it for him ’* {Dalrymple I. 358). 

Grave doubts are raised as to the accuracy of Burmese chronicles for 
earlier periods when even such recent events as these are so inaccurately 
recorded. Thus Konbaungset 141 el seqq. puts Lester’s embassy to 
Myanaung in April 1755 or at Rangoon in May 1756, whereas it was 
really in July 1757; the Negrais massacre in May 1755, whereas it was 
actually 6 October 1759; Alves* embassy in August 1755, though it did 
not take place till five years later in the next reign, September 1760. It 
insists that an embassy came from the king of London town, England, as 
well as from the Company, mentions many embassies that did not occur, 
omits the firing of the ships at Rangoon, and the execution of the French 
officers at Syriam, though it mentions the capture of kala ships and crews ; 
and says that the white gunners at the siege of Pegu made shells (an 
impossibility in the East), that they included 200 English marine artiller>'- 
men, and that Alaungpaya had 5,000 white troops. But there had never 
been a fraction of that number in Burma, and he cannot have had more 
than 300, mostly the captive French crews. When Alves was allowed 
to claim all the English and Dutch in Burma, the two together amounted 
to only nine. 

Chinese War 1765-9.’ — See Konbaungset ^2 Symes6^, Crawfut'd 

II 2Zj\, JASBengal 1837 Burney “Some account of the wars between 
Burma and China,” McLeod 60, Maegowan 548, Cordier “Histoire 
gdn^rale de la Chine ” III. 353, Warry, Parker and “Burma, 

relations with China *’ 83-94. 

The account I have given of the traders’ disputes does not put the 
Burmese in the wrong ; it is the Burmese account. The notes which the 
Emperor recorded on the file show that his designs were impel ialistic ; he 
intended to annex Burma and set his nominee on the throne. 

The Chinese were severely handicapped by lack of topographical 

* See p. 253. 
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information. One of their armies spent two months wandering blindly 
through Mogaung and Mohnyin when it was urgently needed elsewhere. 
The Chinese generals studied the records of their 1277 invasion but found 
them useless as the place names had changed, BEFEO 1909 Huber Fm 
de la dynastie de Pagan " 669. The Emperor wrote “ The Burmese cannot 
meet even our wretched Chinese troops in the open, let alone our splendid 
Manchus, but know their strength in stockade fighting and in an impossible 
climate.” One Chinese account calls the Burmese “ Blackbellies,” refer- 
ring to their tattooed bodies. 

Symcs 69 says the Chinese came with 50,000 men ; even that number 
must have been a severe test for their Ines of communication, and the 
Chinese oihcial records show that 41,000 was the maximum used in any 
one year. The Burmese account characteristically says the Chinese 
numbered half a million, Konbaungset 456 ; see note Numerical Note 
P- 333- 

What seem to be the graves of the Manchu generals can be seen at 
Maingtin near Pyaunggaung (Sakantha) railway station east of Maymyo, 
see ESA SB 1918 22. The Emperor was furious on finding that poor 
Mingjui had after all lost only 1 5 per cent, of his men and could easily 
have won with a little timely support. 

The written terms say nothing about boundaries ; nor do they include 
the surrender of sawbwas by the Chinese, and of prisoners, especially by 
the Burmese, two items orally agreed to but not fulfilled in spite of sub- 
sequent bickering. With their 1787 embassy, however, the Burmese sent 
back a few of the surviving senior prisoners, and apparently some more in 
later years when the Chinese had released all Burmese prisoners. The 
reason why China won so easily in 1287 is that the Pagan kingdom was 
less powerful than the developed kingdom of Burma ; the fierce young 
Alaungpaya dynasty in 1 769 had a much larger area from which to draw 
levies. 

Shifting Capitals.^ — Each Turkish sultan was supposed to build a new 
palace. The Mikados of Japan used regularly to do so. In Africa, a 
Baganda king's first duty is to choose the site for a new capital {Roscoe 
200). In India, Ahmad Shah 1422-35, having suffered from illness at 
Kulbarga, perceived that the site was unlucky and moved his capital 
sixty miles to Bidar ; and in 1 569 Akbar, having lost two children at Agra, 
decided that it was inauspicious and moved his capital twenty-three miles 
to Fathpur-Sikri {Vincent Smith “Oxford History of India*’ 278, 351). 
Prejudice against repairing an old house accounts for the many ruined 
houses one sees in Indian towns. The underlying belief may be that 
places, like persons, have only a limited share of luck allotted to them, 
and it becomes exhausted after a time. Such reasoning would appeal to 
an agricultural people like the Burmese who are familar with shifting 
cultivation, a system of exhaustion followed by fallow. 

Administrative conditions. — This vivid account of the Talaing 
outbreak at Rangoon in 1783 is, needless to say, from foreign sources — it 


1 See p. 265. 


^ See p. 267. 
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is the account of a French naval officer {TP 1891 Cordier “ Les Frangais 
en Birmanie” 32-9). Indeed it is only now, in the latter half of the 
eighteenth century, when the outer world comes into closer contact with 
Burma, that we begin to get some idea of what general conditions were 
like. The following is culled from the actual words of men belonging to 
six nationalities, differing widely in class and mental outlook, so that their 
consensus is significant. 

The people were sober, industrious,^ kindly and intelligent ; yet, owing 
partly to egregious misgovernment, neither their agriculture nor their 
craftsmanship was at a level with their intelligence ; they could not mtike 
the simplest things but left them either to be made by foreign craftsmen such 
as Manipuri captives or to be imported from India.*^ The land was mainly 
unoccupied waste, for wholesale executions, anarchic wars, and the con- 
sequent famines, kept the population down to an absurd figure, two 
million (p. 333) ; luckily this scantiness of population caused a high rate 
of wages and thus acted as some check on the tyranny of the government.": 
The mines were undeveloped because the king had no idea of how to 
develop them and yet insisted on keeping them for himself, wishing his 
people to have nothing beyond the bare necessities of life.^ 

Rangoon, which should have been a thriving port, was a half-stagnant 
town of 10,000 inhabitants^ with at most a dozen brick houses'*; few 
foreign merchants save broken men vrould reside there, because government 
was extortionate and obstructive. Thus in 1812 its governor made a 
Mahomedan merchant pay twenty thousand rupees for daring to say that 
his rival, the late governor, might return.'^ Bodawpaya heard that other 
countries became rich by means of companies. He did not know what a 
joint-stock company was and took no steps to find out. He thought it was 
a monopoly and he proceeded to sell every kind of trade, even vegetables 
in the bazaar of his capital, to monopolists, regardless of the hardship 
inflicted on the people by profiteers.® Little business could be done, 
because everything was tied up in royal orders. Teak should have been 
a thriving business, yet so little was exported that the monopoly sold for 
only three lakhs ; and it was about the only thing men could export, for 
there were no finished articles and the expo’t of most raw materials was 
prohibited.® Thus, the silk imported overland from China might not be 
sold out of the country, lest sufficient should not remain for the clothing of 
the population ; rice, frequently produced to such excess that the combined 
efforts of men and cattle could not consume it, might not be exported lest 
the people should starve ; gold, silver, money and jewels might not be 
exported lest the country should be impoverished, and ponies could not be 
exported lest no horses should be left. It is therefore hardly surprising 

* Sonnerat (1806) 111. 63, TP 1891 “ Les P'ran^ais en Birmanie ” 4. 

- Crawjurd II. vi. Crawfurd II. 239 and vii. 

^Sonnerat (1806) III. 58, TP i8gi “ Les P'ran^'ais en Birmanie ” 4, Sanger- 

mano Si. 

• Crawfurd II. 52. • Havelock 34. 

7 BSPC despatch 5 February 1813 Canning to Adam. 

® BSPC 25 September 1812 Canning to Edmonstone. ® Gouger 60-7. 
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that trade was negligible, and one of the reasons why the Emperor of 
China abandoned the i765<9 war was, as he minuted on the hie, that 
Burma did little trade, it was mostly seaborne, and what went over- 
land was so negligible that she was not worth the expense of further 
campaigns.^ 

If the people sometimes had the reputation of being cruel and 
treacherous, this applied mainly to the vile race of officials who battened 
on them and corrupted their natural good qualities.'^ For although by 
nature they tended to be free and manly, the gover* lent was as complete 
a despotism as can well be conceived, “ and the ci .oms of the court were 
slavish to a degree rare even in Asiatic courts.^ ’i et in spite of its severity, 
government was exceptionally inefficient, respcusibility being shifted from 
one person to another so that even a royp order sometimes failed to 
command attention five miles from the palace 

Criminal administration was severe. \\ messes were liable to be 
tortured in open court under instmctions from the presiding judge. A 
thief was branded on each cheek and with the word “ Thief on his chest, 
for the first offence ; for the second, his hands were cut off, and for the 
third, he lost his head ; if the amount stolen was Rs. 800 or upwards, he 
was beheaded for the first offence.' F'or aggravated offences there was 
a variety of punishments. Disembowelling, impaling, burying alive, 
throwing to tigers, breaking every bone in a man’s body and leaving him 
to linger sometimes for a week ” — these were some of the methods in the 
provinces ; at the capital the executioners were, of course, more ingenious. 

But these punishments pressed only on the poor. Except treason and 
sacrilege there was hardly an offence the consequences of which could not 
be evaded by those who could afford it. Thus, a man was tied to the 
stake and the marksman fired at him four times without result ; at each 
shot there was a peal of laughter from the crowd ; after the fourth shot he 
w'as declared invulnerable, pardoned, and employetl in a confidential 
capacity by the governor ; he had paid a large amount. A favourite way 
of dealing with dacoits was to paint bull’s eyes on their bodies, tie them to 
a tree, and practice marksmanship on thein.“' 

In spite of the appalling frequency of capital punishment (p. 354)* 
crime was rampant, and folk could seldom sleep easily in their beds. In 
Rangoon, an important charge always under a picked governor, there were 
nightly robberies, sometimes by gangs of twenty, and the governor would 
send a senior officer with 300 men to track them down.” You could not 
travel up the Irrawaddy, the great highway of the country, without guns. 

* Parker “ Prdcis.” Snuclffrass 204, 208. Crawfurd II. 136. 

* Bayfield liv ; Sonnerat (1782) II. 47, (TS-'fi) III. 20. 

^Crawfurd II. 157. '’Gouffer 161. 

’ Symes 307, Soniierat (rSo6) 111 . 22, TP 1891 “ Les Fran<;ais en Hirmanie ” 
45 * 

^Crawfurd II. 50 and 147-8, Mrs Hudson 33, Trant 276. 

^Crawfurd II. 150. Mrs yudson 86, Gotigtr loi. 

Mrs Judson 30; cf. Dalrymplel. 387 and despatch dated 4 March 18 r 2 
from Governor-General to Court of Directors {PP 16). 
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Even a governor on the way to court would be murdered in spite of his 
escort of fifty men.‘ The civil law also was severe ; not only was a 
defaulting debtor liable to enslavement, but also his wife and daughters 
were seized by the creditor and made to earn money in a brothel.'-* 

A woman who owed Rs. 25 or upwards and fiiiled to pay became her 
creditor’s slave but the debt was cancelled if she bore him a child.** 

The kingship boasted of its wealth and made a great display of 
generosity in feeding envoys with rice, which cost nothing. It bought 
some arms and ammunition for the (mard but otherwise had few expenses, 
as each locality paid for its own administration and maintained its own 
levy in war-time.'* The king’s principal exi)enditure was on trinkets and 
golden vessels bestowed on public officers at their elevation to various- 
grades of nobility, on gilding the palace, and on offerings to pagodas.*' 
^rhe chronicles describe images buried in pagodas as being of gold ; but 
competent observers '* who saw them being enshrined described them as 
trumpery shams and sucb as have come to light are seldom valuable. 

The golden court was largely tinsel. Its revenue did not exceed a few 
lakhs, perhaps only two,^ against the present eight hundred. But the 
{people did not get off so lightly : two lakhs was the amount that reached 
the king, not the amount collected- In a not untypical instance, out of 
Rs. 27,000 collected, only Rs, 1 5,000 reached the treasury, the balance 
Rs. 12,000 sticking to the hands of the collectors.” Revenue was much 
heavier than now. It w'as usually paid in kind. The assessment was 
impossible, often Rs. 100 a household ** in an age when rice sold at 24 
viss (88 lb.) for a rupee ; in addition there were heavy personal services. 
Of course the full assessment was not collected save on some special 
cmt?rgency ; but what was collected sufficed to crush people and leave 
them looking sliabby.** Revenue defaulters for Rs. 30 and upwards were 
sold into slavery, but as they were then exempt from further taxation, men 
occasionally preferred to be sold and be free from further trouble. 

The king’s two lakhs came only from the subject states and from such 
parts of Burma as were directly under his administration. The rest, 
probabl)' tlie greater part of Burma, was appropriated to public services 
(e.g. the Lord White Elephant, the war-boats, the elephants) or to the 
local lords ; these local lords were usually the governors, but sometimes 
they were non-resident favourites in whose case the title myosa “eater of 
the township ” is a sadly literal description of their energies. 

'Fhe tribute from subject stales consisted of fine cloths, shoes, goblets, 
tinsel flowers, gilt candles,*^ with a weight of precious metal which varied 

* Mn Judson 222. '^Symes 21:7. 

■■ Crawjiird 11 . 133. ■* Yule “ Mission ” 250. 

■^Crawfurd II. 1S6. ^ Cox no. 

‘ Crawfurd II. 186. ” Crawfurd II. 172. 

^Crawfurd I. 146-7. ’"Year 1795, Synies 326. 

Crawfiirdt Marks 160-1, GUB II. i. 50S, Westlake 2. 

TP 1891 ** Les Fran^ais en Birmanie ” 393. 

*=* Crawfurd II. 162. “ Yule “ Mission ” 302, 
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from nearly half a viss of gold ^ in the case of leading scpwdwas down to 
some silver in the case of ngwegunhtnus. The sawbwas in their turn 
took revenue from the smaller chiefs, usually in kind, such as salt, betel, 
gold washings, or even a specified number of knives. ° 

Fiefs generally fell to those who were capable of administering them, 
and many governors concealed under their forbidding exterior a real 
nobility of character ; but only too often the selection was made by 
favouritism and even bribery, for the king was quite capable of giving 
charges to anyone who pleased him with a sufficiently large present. 
What might conceivably happen is indicated by the fact that a servant 
murdered his master, the governor, intending to seize his property so as 
to approach the king and buy the province for himself.** 

Officials who were not important enough to be given fiefs lived by 
preying on the poor, for they received no salary. A man’s whole character 
frequently changed as soon as he attained power, ^ so much so that the 
governors and the governed seemed to belong to two different races. A 
non-official who procured himself a decent competence by his own energy 
took care to conceal the fact lest he should bring down on his head some 
trumped up case with a view to confiscating his property.** The race 
possessed much natural ingenuity, but did not exercise it because if a man 
displayed any individual skill, an official at once pounced down on him and 
robbed him of the fruits of his labour, or sent him to the palace to amuse 
the king.' 

As in Turkey, men were not allowed to build houses of permanent 
material lest they should use them as strongholds for rebellion ; ** so they 
lived in discomfort, getting rid of their money quickly on monks and 
pagodas. Some of the sumptuary laws pressed hard, as for instance one 
which forbade commoners to use mosquito curtains ; ^ and even people who 
were entitled to decent clothes sometimes avoided dressing up to their 
station lest some bloodsucker of an official should suspect them of wealth. 
A poor labourer *” was heard to say “ We are [Ksrishing under this 
government ; no security for life, no security for property. If a man is 
possessed of five rupees to-day, and it becomes known, he is robbed of it 
by the greedy authorities to-morrow.” 

The people were constantly rebelling, not because they were a bad 
people — they were a good people — but because they were in a sort of 
slavery,*^ and every now and then they would rise against it and sell 
their lives dearly ; hence the land was ever m turmoil, and government 
instead of being stable was the prey of the strong. Even though 

^ Crawfiird II. 184. ^Clayton para. 92. 

''Mrs Judson 33. Cf. para. 15 of despatch dated 25 May 1812 from 
Ciovernor-General to Court of Directors (PP 39). 

^ Sanfrermam 123. ^Gouger ii. * SoHTterat (1806) III. 20, 

" TP i8gi " Les Frangais en Birmanie ” 394, Sangermano 151, Gouger 36. 

Hamilton II. 47. 

* TP 1891 “ Les Fran^ais en Birmanie ” 393. 

Laurie “ Our Burmese wars ” 1G9. 

TP 1891 “ Les Fran^ais eii Birmanie ” 32. 
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the poor suffered, the race might have progressed had the nobility been 
allowed to develop a little independence and character; but they had 
no security of tenure and were treated in the same way. A commander- 
in-chief, without being allowed to say a word in his defence, was dashed 
face downwards on the pavement of the palace, men stamped and spat 
upon him, dragged him two miles by the hair tormenting him with 
spears, tore out his vitals, and Hung him, still conscious, to the elephants; 
yet all that the unhappy man had done was to acknowledge defeat, ask for 
reinforcements, and tell His Majesty that the courtiers had deceived him 
by grossly under-estimating the enemy ; and this happened under a 
merciful king.‘ 

The court was the most stupid - and conceited imaginable, and did 
not contain a single man of common understanding ; or if there were such, 
he was afraid to show it, for the government was a sanguinary despotism.* 

Remote areas, perhaps the greater part of the countr>', escaped the 
king’s attention ; here men breathed more freely, the good qualities of the - 
people asserted themselves, the administration of the local magnates was 
reasonable, and the peasantry were probably more comfortable than in 
many other countries, such as India and the backward parts of Europe 
where the feudal system had outlived its usefulness and had become an 
instrument of oppression. But the terrible conditions described above 
obtained, probably throughout the historic period, along the beaten track, 
e.g. Bhanio, the capital, and Rang^oon ; and as these were the most important 
places in the country, the national life was polluted at the source. The 
great kings were despotic and cruel because they were grappling with a 
task which was beyond their capacity. The people were taxed but they 
were not governed, for the kings had not the organisation to deal with a 
large area covering the Irrawaddy valley, the Shan states, and sometimes 
Arakan and Tenasserim as well, 'fhe function of government is to govern, 
but it was difficult for the kings to govern wlien so much of their attention 
was spent on maintaining themselves in power against endemic rebellion. 

White Elephant.® - -White animals are often sacred— for instance, white 
horses in Japan, white dogs among the Iroquois, white buffaloes among the 
Shans of Annam, and white horses among Teutonic tribes (cf. pj). 41, 53, 
88, r44, 167, 295, 325). Elephants because of their awesome size tend 
to be sacred — for instance, in Hinduism eight elephants support the earth ; 
in Africa, elaborate ritual accompanies elephant hunting and the Wambugwe 
tribes believe the elephant to be the abode of the .soul of their ancestors. 
Therefore it is not surprising to find the white elephant sacred in Enarea, 
south of Abyssinia, and all over Indo-China. The earliest mention is 
probably in Aelian who, writing in a . d . 200, speaks of an Indian white 
elephant (“De Animalium Natura” III. 46). The Chiengmai jungles 

' Bagyidaw 1819-37, see Havelock 331. With (ioufitr 269 cf. listher VII 8. 

- Somierat (1806) III. 20,. Gougcr 329. 

Persian's de|K)sition at Crawfurd II. app. 125, Wilson “ Documents ” 237. 

* Mrs yudsoH 5 ct passim. *Sce p. 274. 
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were reputed abundant in white elephants. In 1826 the Burmese court 
was exceedingly hurt when Crawfurd told them that the king of Siam had 
whiter and more numerous white elephants than the king of Burma. 
Indeed, when Europeans speak of The Land of the White Elephant ” it 
is to Siam that they refer. In 1836 the king of Siam spent no less than a 
quarter of his revenue on his white elephant. See Razaiiarit Ayedawpon^ 
Konbatmgsef^ Jones V. 538, Samuel Smith 41, San^erntano 62-^^ BSPC 
despatch 25 September 1812 Canning to Edmonstone, Crawfurd I. 246>8 
and 255, Yule “Mission” 135, Shway Yoc ch. lii., Nisbet I. 203, EncycL 
Religion and Ethics s.v. “Animals.” 

Chinese embassies. ‘ -See Konbaungset 638 et passim; Parker 
“Burma, relations with China” 90-4; Symes 285; RSASB 1919 18; 
and J AS Bengal 1837 Burney “Some account of the wars between 
Burma and Chin^” which gives a detailed account of these embassies. 

It is not likely that the Yunnan viceroy represented the girls to be 
imperial princesses. Cheating by personation of his master’s grand- 
daughters (or daughters, p. 291) was high treason and his head would 
have answered for it. Bodawpaya may have willingly misunderstood 
the interpreters, as, after the manner of his kind, he had a voracious 
appetite for self-deception. 

The patents of nobility were doubtless like those (gold phylacteries 
inscribed Thiriyazakyawthu) which w'ere bound on the foreheads of 
Havelock and his colleagues when they visited Ava in 1826 {Havelock 360). 
The seal of 1792 was worth Rs. 9,000, hardly a sum for which to compromise 
the status of a kingdom, but the Golden Palace was not wealthy. 

The Emperor’s letters were sometimes polite, styling the king 
“Brother”; sometimes they use the haughty language of an overlord to 
his vassal. The king’s 1823 letter studiously refrains from calling the 
Emperor “ brother ” and even omits the polite ba in verb terminations. But 

Bodawpaya must have made some serious admissions e.g. the acceptance 

of the 1 792 seal — for the Chinese were able to convince the English Foreign 
Office that Burma was tributar>», so that England, as successor to Burmese 
liabilities, consented in the inoperative article 1 . of the Anglo-Chinese 
Convention 1886 to send decennial tribute of local produce to China, 
stipulating only that the envoys should be of Burmese race. 

Lehtunmingala.^- - When Htuntaik $69-82, a traditional chief of Pagan, 
was performing the rite, the oxen shied at his vestments flapping in the 
wind, and dragged the plough over him so that he died {Hmannan I. 218). 
The ceremony is described at Shway Yoe 25$. Cognate ideas underlie the 
Blessing of the Fields and suchlike local rites in Catholic countries. Actual 
ploughing as in Burma occurs in Siam, 'n ancient Attica, and in China 
where the Emperor himself guided the plough and scattered the seed, 
similar rites being performed in each province by the governor {Frazer 
“Spirits of the Com and Wild” I. 108, 11 . 14). Again, certain fruits in 


‘ See p. 280. 


2 See p. 295. 
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Burma could not be eaten until the first to ripen was tasted by the king 

(Bastian 11. 105). 

Popular Feeling.^ — 1 give a few typical statements by residents in the 

country at the time, who mixed with various classes — 

“ From the king to a. beggar [the Burmese] were hot for a war. ... A 
soldier could be got for five ticals. . . . They were very anxious for 
war . . . they thought that all the world ought to be slaves to the 
king of Ava and that it was presumption to contend with his armies. 

. . . The constant talk of war in the cars of a people who had long 
been accustomed to a long course of victory and usurpation, inflamed 
their ambition and rendered it popular. The reports they had heard 
of the unbounded wealth of Calcutta . . . the general forbearance of 
[the British] Government for a long course of years, interpreted as 
timidity, ... all conspired to lead them to the idea that Bengal would 
fall an easy prey. It w'as easy to see that the question of the refugee.? 
was fast becoming a pretext. ... A |>eople so unapproachably wrapped 
up in the conceit of their own superiority and in a barbarous contempt 
for the rest of mankind. . . . No doubt was entertained of the defeat 
of the English ; the only fear . . . was that the foreigners, hearing of 
the advance of the Burmese troops, would be so alarmed as to flee on 
board their ships and depart before there would be time to secure them 
as slaves. * Bring for me,’ said a wild young buck of the palace, 
‘six kalapyus [white strangers] to row my boat.’ ‘And to me,* 
said the lady of a wungyi^ ‘send four white strangers to manage the 
affairs of my house, as I understand they are trusty servants.* The 
war-boats in high glee passed our house, the soldiers dancing and 
singing, and e.xhibiting gestures of the most joyous kind. * Poor 
fellows,* said we, ‘you will probably never dance again.’ And it so 
proved, for few, if any, ever again saw their native home.” [Crawfurd 
II. appendix 71, 119, 123 ; Gouger 103, 329 ; Waylami 1 . 337.) 


’ See p. 304. 
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Chiefs of Pagan. 

Dated lists of their progenitors at Tagaung and Prome from the ninth 
century B.c. are given in the chronicles but are here omitted as being 
nugatory. Conceivably the three states were contemporary, and the 
chroniclers arranged the lists consecutively, wishing to portray a continuous 
lineage stretching back to divine antiquity. Of the data below before 
1044, none are attested and many are improbable, see pp. 307-9. 


Name. 

Year 

of 

Acces- 

sion 

A.D. 

Relationship 

to 

Predecessor. 

Remarks. 

Page. 

Pyusawti 

167 



15. 308 

Timinyi . 

242 

son 


312 

Yimminpaik 

agg 

son 



Paikthili . 

3^4 

son 



Thinlikyaung . 

344 

son 



Kyaungdurit 

3^7 

son 



Thihtan 

412 

son 






4^9-07 usurpers 


Tharamunhpya 

494, 


grandson of Thihtan 


Th^iktaing 

516 

son 



Thinlikyaungnge 

523 

son 



Thinlipaik 

532 

brother 



Hkanlaung 

547 

brother 



Hkanlat . 

557 

brother 



Htuntaik . 

569 

son 



Htunpyit . 

58a 

son 



Htunchit . 

59^ 

son 



Popa Sawrahan 

G13 


usurping priest 

x6 

Shwe-onthi 

i 640 

1 son-in-law 



Peitthon . 

i 652 

1 brother j 



Peittaung . 

! 660 

1 son 



Ngahkwe . 

710 1 

1 brother 1 



Myinkywe 

: 7 ^^ 

! ! 

usurping groom 


Theinhka . 

726 

1 

i court’s nominee, of the 





i blood 


Theinsun . 

' 734 

son 

1 


Shwelaung 

: 744 1 

son 

I 


Htunhtwin 

753 i 

son 

1 


Shwemauk 

i 762 

i son 

i 


Munlat 

7«5 

1 brother 

i 


Sawhkinhnit 

: 802 

1 son 



Hkelu 

i Sag 

son 



Pyinbya 

! 84G 

brother 

founded Pagan 849 

18 

Tannet 

; 878 

son . 



Sale Ngahkwe . 

go6 


usurper, of the blood 


Theinhko . 

9^5 

son 


18 

Nyaung-u Sawrahan . 

93 1 


usurper, the '* Cucumber 

315 




Kuig •’ 


KunhsawKyaunghpyu 

964 


son of Tannet and lather 

19 




of Anawrahta 1044-77 


Kyiso 

g86 


son ol Nyaung-u Sawrahan 

19 

Sokka>te . 

gga 

brother 


19 
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The Dynasty of Pas:an 1044-1287. 

ANAWRAHTA 1044-77 

SAWllu 1077.84 KYANZITTHA 1084-1112 

I I 

Sawyun = lady 8hwe-einthi 
ALAUNGSITHU 1112-67 

MINSHINSAW 1167 NARATHU 1167.70 

_ 1 ._. 

NARATHEINHKA 1 170-3 NARAPATISITHU 1173-1210 

HTIlAmINLO 1210-34 

KYASWA 1234-50 

UZAiJa 1250-4 

NARATHIHAPATE 1254-87 

Kyawswa i287-g8 
chief of Pagan 

Sawhnit 1298-1325 
governor of Pagan 

Uzana 1325-69 
governor of Pagan 

On the female side the family passes into the Shan princes who ruled Ava 
for the next two centuries. 

Chiefs of Mylnsaing and Piny a 1298-1364. 


Name. 

Year 

or 

Acces- 

sion 

A.D. 

Relationship 

to 

Predecessor. 

Remarks. 

Page. 

Athinhkaya \ 
Yazathinkyan 1 - 

129S 

usurpers 

The Three Shan Brothers 

75 

Thihathu J 

Thihathu . 

1312 


the youngest of the three. 

78 

Uzana 

1324 

stepson 

Moved to Pinya 
son of Kyawswa 1287-98 

79 

Ngasishin 

1343 

half-brother 

of Pagan 

80 

Kyawswa-nge . 
Narathu . 

Uzana Pyaung. 

1350 

1359 

1364 

son 

brother 

brother 

ruled only three months. 

80 


Murdered by successor, 
Thadominbya 1364-8 
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Chiefs of Sagalng I3I5>64. 


Name. 

Year 

of 

Acces- 

sion 

A.D. 

Relationship 

to 

Predecessor. 

Remarks. 

Page. 

Sawyun . 

1315 


son of Thihathu the Shan 

79 

Tarabyacrvi 

1323 

Step-brother 

Brother 13 1^-24 
murdered 

Shwetaungtet . 
Kyas'.va . 

N awrahtaminy e 
Tarabyange 
Minbyauk Thihapate 

1336 

1340 

1350 

13501 

1352 

son 

brother 

brother 

brother-in-law 

son of Sawyun 1315*23 

murdered by his step-son 


Thadominbya . 

Ch 

1364 

lets of Ava 

murderer 

Thadominbya 1364-68 

■364-1555. 

i descendant of Thihathu, 

80 

Nga Nu . 

1368 

usurper 

the Shan Brother 1312- 
24. Founded Ava 1364 
paramour of Saw Umma, 

81 

Mtnkyiswasawke 

i 

1368 

reigned only a few days 
descended from both the 

8x 

Tarabya . 

1401 

eldest son 

Pagan d3masty and the 
Shan Brothers 
reigned seven months, made 


• 

Npa Nauk Hsan 
Minhkaung 

1401 
140 c 

murderer 

love to a nat thami fairy 
in the forest, lost his 
reason and was murdered 
by an attendant 

son of Minkyiswasawke 

86 

Thihathu . 

1422 

son 

1368-1401. He hesitated 
to accept the throne 
so his younger brother 
Theiddat killed a cousin 
claimant and made him 
accept it 

murdered at instigation of 

95 

Minhla-nge 

1426 

son 

queen Shin Bo-me 
poisoned by her 

96 

Kalekyetaungiiyo . | 

1426 


son of Tarabya 1401 

96 

Mohnyinthado . 

1427 


descended from Narapati- 

96 

Minrekyawswa . 

1440 

son 

sithu 1173-12x0 and 
Ngasishin 1343-50 

99 

Narapati . 

1443 

brother 


99 

Thihathura 

1469 

son 


100 

Minhkaung 

1481 

son 


102 

Shwenankya’.f'.shin . 

1502 

son 


104 

Thohanbwa 

1527 


,««vn of Sawlon the Mohnyin 

107 

Hkonmaing 

1543 


conqueror, murdered 
sawbwa of Hsipaw 

109 

Mobye Narapati 

1546 

son ' 1 

sawbwa of Mobye (Mong 
Pai) 

Shan lord of Salin who 

109 

Sithukyawhtin . 

1552 


109 


seized Ai^a and was 
overthrown byBayinnaung 
in 1555 
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Toungoo Dynasty 1 531- > 753 - 

Capitals — Pegu till 1635, thereafter Ava. 
Minkyinyo chief of Toungoo p. 124 


Tabinshwehti 

1531-50 


lady Atulathiri - 
NANDABAYIN 

1581-99 


BAYINNAUNG == lady Hkinpyison 

1551-81 I 

lord of Nyaungyan p. 184 


jicF 


ANAUKPETLUN 

1605-28 


Minredeippa 

1628 


PINDALE 

1648-61 


THALUN 

1629-4S 

J 

pI^e 

1661-72 


1 

N emyoyegya w 


NARAWARA 

1672 




MINREKVAWDIN 

1673-98 

SANE 

1698-1714 


1 

TANINGANWE 

1714-33 

mahadammaWza-dipati 

1733-52 


Alaungpaya Dynasty 1752-1885. 

Capitals — 1752-65 Shwebo, 1765-83 and 1823-37 Ava, 1783-1823 and 
*837-57 Amarapura, 1857-85 Mandalay. 


alaungpaya 1752-60 


NAUNGDAWGYI HSINBYUSHIN 
1760-3 1763-76 

SINGU 
1776-82 

B AG YID AW T harrawaddy 

1819-37 1837-46 


BODAVVPAYA 

1782-1819 

Crown Prince, died 1808 

I 


Pagan Mindon 

1846-53 1853-78 

Thibaw 

1875-85 
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Chiefs of Hanthawaddy (Pegu). 

Capita]s-*-82$-io57 Pegu, 1287-1363 Martaban, 1363-9 Donwun, 


1369-1539 and 1740-7 Pegu. 


Name. 

Year 

of 

Acces- 

sion 

A.D. 

Relationship 

to 

Predecessor. 

Remarks. 

Page. 

Thamala 

825 


Founded Pegu. Down to 
X057 the dates (unat- 
tested) are those given in 
Shwauawdaw Tkamaing 

5 

Wimala 

837 

brother 


5 

Atha 

Areindama 

A monk . 

Geinda 

Migadeippagyi . 
Geissadiya 

Karawika . 

Pyinzala . 

Attatha 

Anuyama . 
Migadeippange 
Ekkathamanta . 
Uppala 

Pontarika . 

Tissa 

854 

861 

885 

902 

917 

932 

942 

954 

967 

982 

994 

1004 

1016 

1028 

1043 

nephew 

1057-1287 Pegu is subject 
to Pagan 

5 

8 

Wareru 

1287 


Shan adventurer, ruled 
Martaban from 1281, and ; 
Lower Burma from 1287. j 
Murdered | 

no 

Hkun Law 

Saw 0 . . . 

1296 

1310 

brother 

nephew j 

murdered 

i 


Saw Zc'in 

1324 

brother | 

murdered by Shan guards | 


Zein Pun . 

Saw E Gan Gaung . 

Binnya E Law . 

1331 

1331 

i 

I33X 

murderer 

murdered at instigation of! 

queen Sandaminhla j 

nephew to Saw Zein. 1 
Poisoned by his wife, the i 
dowager Sandaminhla, 
for looking at a concubine 
son of Hkun Law 


Binnya U 

1353 

son 

moved to Pegu 

III 

Razadarit 

1385 

son 


XX 3 

Binnyadammayaza . 

1423 

son 

poisoned by successor 

115 

Binnyaran 

1426 

brother 

son of lady Shinsawbu, 
Kazadarit's daughter 

116 

Binnyawaru 

Binnyakyan 

1446 

[1450 

nephew 

cousin 

116 

Mawdaw . 

1453 

cousin 

murdered his son and seems 
to have been murdered 

1 17 

Lady Shinsawbu 

1453 


Kazadarit’s daughter. In 
1460 she handra over to 
Dammazedi, who was 
not of the blood 

117 

Dammazedi 

1472 

son-in-law 


118 

Binnyaran 

1492 

son 

grandson of lady Shinsawbu 

120 

Takayutpi 

1526 

son 

driven out by Tabinshwehti 

in 1539 

120 
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Chiefs of Hanthawaddy (Pegu)— {con/ inuet/). 



Year 


j 

Name. 

of 

Acces- 

Kelationsbip 

to 

Remarks. 


sion 

A.D. 

Predecessor. 


Smim Sawhtut . 

1550 

usurper 


Smim Htaw 

1551 

natural son of Binnyaran, 

Smim Htaw 
Buddhaketi . 
Binnya Dala 

1740 

1747 

father-in-law 

executed in 1553 
1539-1740 Pegu is subject 
to Ava 

conquered by Alaungpaya 



in 1757, after which Pegu 
is subject to Ava 


i^age. 


162 

163 


212 


215 

'^35 

260 


Rajas of Arakan. 

This list IS based on that of Phayre who checked several of the 
mediicval dates by medallions. The earlier chiefs, who go as far 'back as 
2,666 B.C., are omitted ; there is not much more authority for most of the 
earlier ones below. For the caintals, see p. 137. 


Rajas of Dinnyawadi city 146-788. 


Name. 


Sandathuriya 

Thuriyadipati 

Thuriyapatipat . 

Thuriyarupa 

Thuriyamandala 

Thuriyawunna . 

Thuriyanatha 

Thuriyawuntha 

Thuriyabanda . 

Thuriyakalyana 

Thuriyamokhka 

Thuriyateza 

Thuriyaponnya . 

Thuriyakala 

Thiiriyapabba . 

Thuriyasitya 

Thuriyathehta . 

Thuriyawimala 

Thuriyena 

Thuriyagantha . 

Thuriyatha^a . 

Thuriyathiri 

Thuriyakethi 

Thuriyakutta 

Thuriyaketu 


Year 


1 

of 

Relationship 

i 

Acces- 

to 

Remarks. i 

sion 

Predecessor. 

1 

A.l>. 



146 


i.e. Chandrasuriya, p. 137 

T(j8 

son 


'<^45 

son 


298 

son 


313 

son 


375 

son 


418 

son 


459 

son 

1 

468 

son 


474 

son 


492 

son 


513 

son 


544 

son 


552 

son 


575 

son 


600 

son 


618 

son 


640 

son 


648 

brother 


670 

son 


686 

uncle 


694 

son 


714 

son 


723 

son 


746 

son 



Page. 


313 


24 
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Rajas of Arakan — {eoniituied). 


Rajas of Vesati city 788-1018. 


Name. 

Year 

of 

Acces- 

sion 

A.U. 

Relationship 

to 

Predecessor. 

Remarks. 

Mahataingchandra . 

788 

son 


Suriyataingchandra . 

810 

son 


Mawlataingchandra . 

830 

son 


Pawlataingchandra . 

8.|g 

son 


Kalataingchandra 

875 

son 


Tulataingchandra 

884 

son 


Sritain gchandr a 

9^>3 

son 


Thinhkataiiigchandra 

935 

son 


Chulataingchandra 

9.51 

.son 


Amyahtu . 

957 


chief of the Myu tribe 

Yehpyu 

964 

nephew 


Ngapinngaton . 

994 

son of Chulataingchandra 

Rajas of Pyinsa {Samba^vut) city 1018-1103. 

Hkittathin 

1018 


grandnephew of Chuiataing-| 
chandra ' 

Chandrathin 

1028 

brother 


Minyinpyu 

1039 

son 


Nagathuriya 

1049 

son 


Suriyayaza 

1052 

son 


Ponnaka . 

1054 

son 


Minpyugyi 

1058 

son 


Sithabin . 

io6«j 


usurper 

Minnangyi 

T061- 


son of Minpyugyi 

Minlade 

106O 

'son 

Minkala . 

1072 

son 


Minbilu 

1075 

son 


Thinhkaya 

1078 


usurper 

Mintban . 

1092 

son 


Minpati 

noo 

son 



Rajas of Parhi city 1103-67. 

Letyaminnan 

i 1103 


grandson of Minbilu. 1 he 


i 


date differs from that at 
' p. 45, which is more prob- 
able 

Thihaba . 

nog 

son 

Yazagyi , 

1110 

son 


Thagiwingyi 

1112 

son 

i 

Thagiwinnge . 

1115 

|Son 

I 

Kawliya . 

1^33 

j son 

I 

Datharaja 

1153 

j son 

I 

Ananthiri . 

1165 

: son 

! 


Rajas of Hkrit city 1167-80. 

Minonsa . 

11x67 

brother 


Pyinsakawa 

I1174 

son 


Keinnayok 

i X176 

son 


Salinkabo 

1 1x79 


usurper 
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Rajas of PyUisa (Sambawut) city 1180-1237. 
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Name. 

Year j 

of RclatioiMhip 

Acces- lo J 

Remarks. 


sion l'redece'5‘ior. j 

A.». 

1 


Misuthin . 

n8o ; 

son of Pyinsakawa 

Ngayanman 

1191 son 

Ngapogan 

1193 son 


Ngayahkaing . 

1195 son 


Ngakyon . 

1 198 son 1 


Ngasu 

1201 son 1 


Ngaswethin 

1205 son 


Minhkaunggyi . 

1206 son 


Minhkaungnge . 

1207 son ‘ 


Kabalaunggyi . 

12.08 son 


KabalaungngL' . 

1209 son 


Letyagyi . 

1210 son 


I..etyaiige . 

l2c 8 son 


Thanabin 

I 229 son 


Nganathin 

1232 son 


Nganaloii . 

1334 son 



Rajas of Lanngfryet 

city 1237-1433. 

Alawmahpyu . 

1237 son 


Yazathugyi 

1234 son 


Sawlu 

1246 son 


Ossanagyi 

1251 son 


Sawmungyi 

T 2G0 son I 


Nankyagyi 

126S son j 


Minbilu 

1272 son 


^)ithabi^ . 

1 276 

usurper 

Minliti 

1 i '-!79 

son of Minbilu 



(1374-83 Burmese nominees) 

Ossanmgc 

1385 

of the blood 

Thiwarit . 

1387 brother 


Thinhse 

13 90 brother 


Kazathii . 

139^ son 


Sithabin 

i ^393 

usurper 

Myinhsainggyi . 

i '397 1 

usurper 

Kazathu . 

' 1397 : 

restored 

Tht'inhkathu 

: 1401 1 brother 

. ! 

Rtijiih 

s of Mrohaun^ {Mrank-u) l ity 1433-1785. 

Narameikhla ! i 

(Minsawmun) 

1404 ! 

son of Ra/aihu 

All Khan . 

1434 j brother 

1 


Basawpyii 


(Kalima Shah) 

T459 i son 


Dawlya 

E fiSa i son 


Basawnyo 

i.pj2 uncle 


Yanaung . 


son of Pawlya 

Salingathu 

1 194 ; uncle 


Minya/a . 

1301 I son 


Kasabacli . 

1533 ; son 


Minsaw-o . 

CS25 : 

brother to Salingathu 


Page. 


138 

86 


87. ^39 
100, 140 

t4(> 


24 
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Rajas of Arakan — {continued). 


Rajahs of Mrokaun« (Mrauk-u) city 1433-1785 — (continued). 


Name. 

1 Year 

{ of Relationship 

•Acces- to 

j sion Predecessor. 

1 A.D. 

1 

Remarks. 

Page. 

Thatasa . 

j 1525 

son of Dawlya 


Minbin 

I153I 

son of Minyaza 

140 

Dikha 

) 1553 son 



Sawhla . 

1555 son 



Minsetya . 

1564 brother 



Minpalaung 

1571 

son of Minbin 


Minyazagyi 




(Salim Shah) . 

1503 son 


141 

Minhkamaung 




(Husein Shah) 

1612 son 


142 

Thirithudamma 

1622 son 


H 5 

Minsani . 

1638 son 



Narapatigyi 

1638 

great grandson of Thatasa 

145 

Thado 

1645 nephew 


145 

Sandathudamma 

1652 son 



Thirithuriya 

1684 son 



Waradhammaraza . 

1685 brother 



Munithudhammaraza 

1692 brother 

1 


Sandathuriyadhamma 

1694 brother 



Nawrahtazaw . 

1696 son 



Mayokpiya 

1696 

usurper 


Kalamandat 

\ 1697 

usurper 


Naradipati 

i6g8 

son of Sandathuriyadhamma 


Sandawimala 

1700 

grandson of Thado 


Sandathuriya 

1706 

grandson of Sandathu- 

Hs&inms. 


Sandawizaya 

1 1710 

usurper 

148 

Sandathuriya 

1731 son-in-law 



Naradipati 

1734 son 



Narapawara 

1735 

usurper 


Sandawizaya . 

1737 cousin 



Katya 

1737 

usurping foreigner 


Madarit 

^7Z7 

brother to Sandawizaya 


Nara-apaya 

1742 uncle 



Thirithu 

1761 son 



Sandapayama . 

1761 brother 



Apaya 

1764 brother-in-law 



Sandathumana . 

1773 brother-in-law 



Sandawimala . 

1777 

usurper 


Sandathaditha . 

*777 

lord of Ramree 


Thamada . 

1782 


*49 


In 1785 Arakan was an- 
’?exed by the Burmese, 
and in 1826 by the English 
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All place names in Burma are included, but many minor personal names are 
omitted, especially when they can be searched for under e.g. Literature. 

* is occasionally added to indicate a verbatim quotation. 


AbEY ADANA 38. 

Abhiraza 307. 

Abidhamma 47, 114. | 

Achin 122, 159, 16a, igo, 205, 344. j 

Acunha, R. N. d’ 122, 314. 

administration — central overlordship 
: 14 . *53» *7L 329 , 332 , 338, 

359'6i ; conquered territory, 143, 
160, 165, i68, 250, 280, 298 - 9 ; 
selection of ofi&ccrs 81, 360; 

offices hereditary 269, 351 ; dynas- 
tic 63, 74, 209 - 10 , 215, 249 ; in- 
organic 178, 181-2,302; unstable 
1 91, 270, 361. See Law, Revenue, 
Village, etc. 

Afghan 9, 142, 148. 

Africa 144, 310, 324, 339, 356, 361. 

age — kings of old 13S ; offerings in 
accordance with 166, 172, 328. 

agriculture 129-30, 176; backward 

357 ; garden 125, 352; liverine 
1 5 ; burning 245 ; forced ^abour 
180 ; checked by buijjht^ 63, 
332, by war 94, 177, 183, 215, 
by rats 181 ; three crops a year 
49, (yOj [23; summonses suspended 
177 ; shifting 356; tenure not terri- 
torial 352, communal 4, 332 ; 
harvest depends on ruler’s char- 
acter 138; headhunting 344; 
fanner king iS ; king ploughs 295, 
eats firstfruits 363. 

Ahom 74, 283, 343. 

Akbar 174, 356. 

Akyab dt. 17, 29, 137 . .41, 280, 313, 
310. 

Alaungdaw Kathapa 308. 

Alaungpaya xvii, xviii, 219 - 43 , 248, 268, 
294, 300, 319, 322, 334, 341, 355- 

Alaungsithu 39, 40, 44 - 50 , 173, 327, 
3 . 34 - 

Albuquerque 122, 34I. 

Aleimma 62, no, 314. 

Ali Khan 100, 140. 

allegiance 184, 200-1, 220; annual 
340. See Thissa-ye. 


aloe 10, 157. 

A ion 247, 300. 

Alphabetnm Barmanorum 346. 

Alves 244, 354, 355. 

Arnarapiira 239, 277, 280, 283, 285, 
3J5. 339. 346, 354 ; founded 265. 
ceases to lx? capital 295, 367 ; popu- 
lation .statistics 265 ; clergy 277. 

amber 258. 

America 131, 2S4, 288. See Mission- 
aries. 

Ainyin 81, 262. 

An 29. 87, QO, 100, 194, 267, 277, 280, 

313- 

Anan 196, 241. 

Ananda — monk 56, 59 ; temple 40, 45, 
51, 330. 

Ananda baya 138. 

Ananta 40. 

Anantai)yissi 64, 337. 

Anantasuriya 58. 

Anantathuriyu 54. 

Anaukpetlun 145, 184 - 92 , 248, 315, 
335 - 

Anawrahta 19 - 34 , 42, 76, 7S, 173, 279, 
332. 

Anawrahtainirisaw 87, 91, 105. 

ancestor worship 46, 327 , 361. 

Andaw — (1) 140, (2) 14 1. 

Annam 101, 361. 

Anuradhapura lyO. 

Arab 10, 24, 57, 310. 

Arahan, Shin 25 . . 7, 38 . . 40, 

44 - - 0 , 56. 

Arakan 137-49 ; names 98, 310 ; an- 
nexed by Burmese 149, 267, 270, 
English xxxi; relations with Ben- 
gal 87, 90, 138-40, 142-4, 292-3; 
Buddhism 17, 137,308; relations 
with Burma ii, 29 , 34, 39, 44 - 6 , 
68, 81, 86 , 87, 91, 94, 138-9, 157, 
158 , 174, 182 - 4 , 189, 194, 210, 361 ; 
capitals 137, 139, 309 ; coins xix, 
146; Ganges colonies 143; Burma 
hill passes 29, 96, 194, 267, 277 ; 
isles 48, 1 89; king’s Indian titles 
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ArnkuTiicont .) — 239,249,265,296,301,321. See 

137, 140; literature 139, 141, 147, Prophecy. 

269; Mahomedanism 137, 139, Ataran 159, 198, 270. 

143, 146, 148 ; Mandalay page^a Athinhkaya 75, 319. 

26S ; monks to Ceylon 145 ; north atonement 23, 25, 51, 172. 
and south 137, 138, 224; popula- atwinwun 295, 329. 
tion statistics 139, 282, 333 ; Aukbya Setki 169-70. 

refugees 280-2, 289 ; seamen, raids Aukkyaung 34S. 

45, 138, 143 , • 147, 148, 157, 349, Aungbiiile49,96, 200, 275, 319. 

352, number of ships 140 ; Seven Aungdinthazi 184. 

Hill Tracts 40 ; Shans 74 ; Tala-. Aungmyelawka 265. 
ings 90, 91 , 94, 139, 141, 180, Aungswa, -nge 53-4. 

182-4 ; trade regulations 146. Aungtha 36, 52. 

archers 37, 66, 68, 77-8, 96, 228, 336, Aungzigon 265. 

347* 352; Guard 148. Aurangzib 146-7, 32S. 

architect, -ure 12, 17, 41, 56, 59, Ava 37, 116, 117, 120, 153, 163 . . 5, 

^96, 29s ; arch 331 ; timber 326, 184, 191, 231, 292, 314., 348, 367' ; 

331,346. founded 78, 80 ; state 75-109 ; 

Ardndama 32. captured by Shans 106, 125 ; saw- 

Ari 17 , 18 , 26 , 27, 37, 45, 60, 79 » 95 » bwas 109, 155 ; annexed by Bayin- 

313 . naung 165 ; rebels 179-81 ; de- 

Ariniaddanapura 27, 42-3. ported 185, 216; king’.s capital 

Armenian 157, 206, 240, 263, 266, 284, 193-216, 248-65, 295 ; viceroy's 

341, 346, 353. 171, 179, 182; Manipur 208-9, 

armour, 132, 159, 230 , 336. Talaing raids 212-22; sieges 192, 

army — casualty statistics 82, i.Sl-2, 197, 216, 222, 244, 246-7, 340; 

261, 273 ; commanders, treatment names of gates 24S ; population 

of 157, 164, 169, 207, 209, 236, statistics 265. 

252, 257, 261., 271 . . 3, 300, 361 ; Avvaing 354. 
commissariat 89, 97, 2*2, 237 , Aycithima 4, 31 1. 

255,259, 271, 273 ; discipline 164, Ayuthiu, Yodaya 100, 114, 170-1, 173, 
ibi), 198, 212, 223, 273, 2S9; 186,189,191,193,215,231,235. 

equipment 228, 237; garrisons 248,260-1,320,349; attacks Pegu 

141,202; 115, 182-3, 200; raided 202; 

invu hie rabies 174, 227, 255, 345 ; bronze images 168, 183. 26S ; 

musketry 237-S,* 255,* 341 ; scr- relugees to Ava 202, 207 ; Burmese 

vice evaded 180; size 255,* 323, refugees 214; haven of Talaings 

334 , 356 ; territorial 24, 221, 22S, 180, 19S ; overland route 133, 203 ; 

347* 35i’^, 350; treatment of seaport capital 253 ; siege.s 1st 1 59, 

jirisoners 231, woumleil 85, 109, Ilnd 167, Ilird 169. IVth 18 1, 

301, dead 255 ; tributary levies Vth 241, Vlth 251-3, 258, 343 ; 

45. 165 , 197, -11, 328, 232, 236, songs, dances 168. Siam. 

238. 242, ^ 1 , 253, 259, 270 , 280, 

2^<3, 335 ; Backkrgunge 143-4. 

uses astrologers 184, 301, dope 315, Bagyid.aw 294-303, 339. 

345, earthworks 169, 223.252,256,* Baker, Capt. 225, 227, 243, 2S4, 333. 
mines 188, 251, 253, poison 232, bakrid 166. 
scaling ladders 89, 229, sham Balamindiu 254. 
negotiations 255,* smoke screen Balbi, G. 175, 179, 314, 334- 
255*; will conquer France 286, bamboo 84, 93; rages 177, 298; 

See Cannon, Cavalry, Guards, Fire- city 345 ; earthworks 252 ; firc- 
rafts, Stockade, etc. rafts 156; flogging 13; mat 63, 

artisans ih, 2.S, 143, 166, 172, 239, 252 ; quivers 336 ; spears 237, 

258, 321, 357 ; organisation 348, Bangkok 259, 261, 343. 

351- Bangyi 19, 75, 165, 352. 

Asoka 7, 42, 30S-9, 325. BankiLazar 213. 

As.sam 6, 15, 17, 74 , 137, 249, 254, Barbosa 341. 

283 , 297 - 8 ,* 300, 303, 316, 322, Jkisawpvu 140. 

343, 349. ‘ ' Basscin'44, 68, 75^ ii.b 153, 157, 161, 

astrology, -ers 12, 16, 24, 27, 33, 37, iSo, 224, 318, 340, 355; one of 

63, 120, 139, 173, 196, 201, 215, Three Talaing Countries 115; 
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port 48, 56, 99, 173, 175 ; "eek 
to Pegu 175 ; customs 90, 91 ; 

f ranary 351 ; Cingalese raid 57 ; 

evastation 94 ; river 102, 213, 
240 ; English 225, 227, 240, 245-6. 
bath 8, 9, 62, no, 176; ceremonial 
45 , 173, 187 , 222 ; Hindu 51 ; 
white elephant 274. 

Eaw 25. 

Bawbawgyi 12. \ 

Bawdwin 310. ; 

Bawlawkyantaw 86, 95, 1 14, 342. 
Bawrithat 24. i 

Bayakamani 169. 
bayingyi 346, 348. 

Bayinnaung 107, 125, 153 . . 8, 161, 
162 - 79 , i8i . .4, 195, 197, 202, 
208, 215, 248, 250, 251, 315, 323, 


333 . 
Beda 308. 


5 . 342. 343 , 347. 


bee 125 ; queen 324 ; honey 352 ; 
wax 225, 227, 352. 

Beinnaka 76. 

bell 13, 52, 119, i86, 233, 276; 

Anaukpctlun 145, 191, 335; in 
flesh 314; inscr.' 166, 191. 

Benares 11, 249, 284, 327. 

Bengal 5, 142, 187, 204, 286, 287, 291, 
326, 328, 329 ; art 27, 41 ; Arakan 
^< 7 , '90, * 40 , 146, 349; 

raids 143-4 i Burmese mission 


39; thrush 9S ; vulture 124, 232, 
2^ ; edible nc.sts 258 ; choose 
site 48 ; sacrificed 144, 167. 

black bellies 356 ; -mail 143, 182 ; 

dress 17, 313; elephant 274; 
Prince 18 1 ; saddles 348; smith 
16. 

boat, canoe 50, 68 ; bridge 159 ; 
Delta lives in 315 ; envoy ^27, 
289 ; fishing 36, 299 ; grain 78, 
319 ; monk 97 ; racing 119, 294, 
317 ; royal barge- 31, 37, 69, 
83, 85, 88, 166, 197, 214, 243, 260, 
296; brahminy duck 164-5 ; 
ivory, floating citv 142 ; war-boats 
“ 35 , 45 , 83, « 9 , *125, * 57 , 163, 167, 
i68, 173, 182 , 220, 239, 252 , 254, 
257, 265 - 6 , 267, 271, 299 , 363 ; 
Talaing superiority 154 ; levy 347, 
352, 359, description, statistics 228 . 
Sirr Arakan, Ships. 

Bodawpaya 146, 1 49, 263 - 94 , 322, 326, 

333 , 339 , 347 , 3 <> 2 - 
Bogyok 230. 

Bombay 4, 132, 353. 

Borneo 5, 122. 

Bourno 224, 226, 230-1, 240. 

Boves 184. 

bowl 160; begging ii8, 235 ; lacquer 
214; stone 1 19, 172. 183, 185, 195. 
Bowyer 206. 


174, king visits 30, 48, 31S, claim 1 Braginoco 168. 

292-3, 303, 363; police inferior Brahman, -ism 7, S, 25, 47. 51, 55, 70, 
281; Twelve Towns 140. 1 11, 137, 208, 209, 239, 249, 277, 

Bcngalamyosa 286. 285, 317, 324, 325, 32.S. 

betel 60, 139, 206; box tS2, 02, T19, Brahmaputra 74, 142, 259, 283, 297, 

170, 190, 214, 328; cutter 93; 300,322. 

revenue 144, 211, 352, 360. branding 180, 358. 

Bhadradevi 8. brass 122, 183. 

Bhamo 20, 30, 34, 52, 65, 67, 99, 253-4, brilje 62, 77-S, 89. 101, 1 16, 13.S, 1 59, 

.136, 352, 361 i fouruied 106 ; 19*^, 205, 206, 207, 22S, 24b, 289, 

under Burma 165, 323 ; sawbwa 297, 300, 358, 360. 

107, 109, 19b, surrendered 184, brick 12, 17, 31, 34, 280, 323; 

201,279; elephants 48 ; English pagoda material 59, massive 40, 
19 1 ; A.ssamese 283. 331, fine quality 5 1, 70, 332; 

Hhilsa 195. deforestation 78 ; forced labour 

Bible 93, 172, 187, 245, 316-7,320, 324, 63, 280, 331; church 346, 348; 

325, 33 <\ 339 , 361. houses 175, 345,* 357, 3^0. 

Bikrampur 304. bridge 165, 253, 317; boats 159; 

Bilin 242. sacrifice 321. 

Bimbisara 102. Brito, V. de 141, 142, 182 . . 4, 185 - 9 , 

//nnva, lord 170; Dala (i) 84, (2) 170, 208, 345, 348. 

17^, (3) 229-30, (4) 212, 215, 235, broker 17*5, 353. 

260; Dammayaza 115-6 ; Kyan bronze i6b, 16H, 183, 186, 268. 

117 ; Nwe 112 ; Ran (i) 98, 116, Brooke 225-b. 

(2) 120; U 81, 111-2, 34b; Waru Buddermokan 137. 

116-7. Buddha -annunciation 274 ; words at 

birds 37, 60; chicken 49, 84, 107, birth 325 ; wives 17 ; mademani- 

143, 162; cock 86; crow 54; fest 42; homeland 316; visits 

dove 1^; duck 60, 164-5; hawk Burma 307; prophecies 2J5 ; life 

41^; kingfisher 188; plover 3b, illustrated 41; kinsmen populate 
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Buddha (coniJ ) — 280, 303, 355 ; introduced 155, 

Burma 6; relics 31, 33.. 129, 340 ; worshipped 232; on elc- 

325; footprints 1 19, 194 ; Arimit- phants 255*; near king 159; 

tiya 44, 48, 1 14. 276; prayer to kept by Gu.ard 231, 349 in palace 

become a Buddha 48, 331 ; Bud* 193, 264 ; wooden 193 ; boat 228 ; 

dhahood of king 182, 233, 239, siege 159, 229, on earthworks 169, 

241, 276 . See Tooth, etc. 256 and pagodas 252 ; forcibly 

Buddhagaya 42, 46, 59, 119, 277, 284. seized 224 . . 5, 250, 259 ; inestim- 
Buddhaghosa 120, 30S-9. able tribute 227. 

Buddhism — reaches Burma 4 - 7 , 17 , 26 , capital city - -list 137, 309, 364 . . 72 ; 
28, 40, 55*6, 119, 137, 307 - 9 ; shifting site 78, 139, 193, 265, 

persecuted 107; Greek 129, 309, 295*6, 356 ; type ancient 325; 

313; Hinayana 7, 29 ; Mahayana description 12, 174*6, 248 , 345,* 

17, 18, 29, 308, 312; Theravada gates named 171, 248, opened, 

26, 70; Tantric 95, 313; role closed 35, 107, 159, 162, guardian 

of Pagan 70, 331 ; supplants spirit 27. 68. 321 ; population 

heathendom 33, 166; capital statistics 139, 265; seaport 140, 

punishment 353 ; king disbelievers 146, 174; i>ack\voods 193, 249. 
276. cardamum 206. 

buffalo 5-6, 16, 33*4, 36; headmen carpenter 60. 61, 353. 

352; slaughter 107, 167, 278; carpet 12, 225, 279, 339. 
white 167, 361. caste 51, 277, 316. 

Burma, -cse — name 3 ; origin 3, 6, cat 49, 1 16. 

307; known as Pyu 11, 46, Ava cattle 16, 24, 99, 25S, 295, 32S, 342, 
80; known to ancients 9-13: 362; raids T02, lofi, 124, 208, 221, 

early travellers 98, 129; first .257; dedicated 328, 333; sacri- 

general account 285, 346; habi* (iced 97, 145, 166*7; slaughter 

tat 24; isolation 132, 224, 290; 107, prohibited 167, 222, 278; 

pride 258*9 of ruling race 351; eaten raw 174; disease 130; 

centrifugal tendencies xix, 79; king tries theft 13S : levies like 

power of combination 221 ; absorb herds 194. See Buffalo, 

immigrants 333. cavalry — cavalcade 91, 279, 296; 

Burney 336. Burmese 27, 37, 39, 65. 99, 124. 

Bumeby 202. 159, 180, 242, 255; commandant 

Byat-ta, -wi 24, 27, 30, 317-8. 219, 296, 298; precedence 351 ; 

Byat Za 88-9, 94, 113. Manipur 208, 219, 239, 242 ; 

Bycdaik 201. I Tartar 64, 66, 336. 

i Cayeyro, J. 155-6. 

Cachak 201, 297-S, 304. j Ceylon q , 70, 73, 129, 324, 341 ; 

Calcutta 143, 165, 2.81 . . 4, 285, 288,! missions 32, SM, 59, 100, 119 - 20 , 

293-4, 303-4, 353 , 3 ^ 3 - ! i 45 -f>, ^72. 277, 308-9 ; raids 

Calicut 121, 131. Bassein 57 ; Mahaviiiara 56, 119; 

Cambay 122, 315. : relics 41, 99, 112, 172, 183, 185, 

Cambodia 56, 57, 260, 314-6. | 195; pagoda 56, 59, 195; prince.ss 

camel 146, 245, 279. 173-4; ca.ste277. .SVc C.hronicles, 

camphor 114, 122, 157, Tooth, 

canals — list 318; built in atonement ! Chalang 27 1 . 

23, 25; Shan origin 25, 347 ; I CAam/ra (Arakan) 137. 
affect climate 78; administration I Chandrakant 297. 

194, 318 , 347 ; Mon 58 ; Mu 57 , ' ('hanthagyi 97. 

239 ; Yodayarayaung 183 ; canal | Chanthayua 349. 
streets 140. See Kyaukse. \ c/iao 308, 312. 

C.'anara 307. j Chapata 56. 

candle 230, 275, 352, 359. Chaukpala 57. 

cane 143, 256, 345. Chaungu 349. 

cannibalism 27, 37, 183, 298, 317-8. Cheduba 149, 267. 

Canning, Capt. 286, 287-8. Chiengmai, Ziinnie 31, 37, 77, 87, 

cannon, jingals 132, 144, 147 , 91, 101, 115, 124, 171, 177, 184, 

156 . . 7, 167, 183, 186, 197, 213, 190, 207, 215, 235, 248, 250, 251, 

223, 232 . . 4, 239 . . 42, 251, 280; under Siam 198, 200, 

25.3, 254, 257, 267, 268, 270, 271 , Burma iil, 165, 167, 191, 241, 
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247, 261, 270, lost 271-2; de- 
ported 166, 321 to villages 196, 
347 ; triennial garrison 202 ; 
elephants 166. 361 ; lacquer 119, 
166; viceroyship 171, 179, 182; 
captive king 170, deified 168 ; 
queens 112, 114. 

chillies 347. 

China 3, 80, 99, 129, 159. 252, 260, 
270-1 ; describe P‘iao 12,* 14* ; 
cultural influence 9, 15, 73, 312, 
330 » 337 ; K^'ant Pagan prcce- 1 
dence 43 ; overthrow Pagan 64-9 ; | 
Mxdnsaing retreat 77 ; nominal j 
suzerainty 73 , 87, 101 ; seals, 
comforters 75, 78, 85, 100, iii, 
**5, 279; tribute 64, 75, 99, 215, 
ceases 184, from England 362 ; 
invasions 99, 197-201, 251, 253 - 8 , 
307-8, 339 ; iiattle descriptions 
255* ; fugitive Emperor 
196-201, 352 ; mines 258 ; gardens 
25S ; opium 315 ; princesses 2Mo, 
291, 322, 362 ; quarter in Ava 
248; trade 9, 102, 122, 132, 159, 
258 , 358 ; travellers lo, 309, 311, 
325 ; IJtibwa 30, 291 ; greatly 
respected 258*9, 299. Sec Em- 
bassies, Frontier, Ships, Tooth, 
Ytinnan. 

Chin Byan, Nga 2iS(j . . 3. 

Chindwin 24, 36, 52, 171, 180, 194, 
199, 208, 322, 347-S ; trade route 
^ 5 - 

Chins 3, 228, 236, 2S3. 303, 314.. 349, 
35 i- 

chinthe 31, 275. 

Chittagong 30, 138, 277, 2vSi-2, 290, 
301-2, 320 ; won 140, lost 147-8 
by Arakiin ; pirate stronghold 
141-4; rlaiiiicd by Burma 292-3; 
English levies 297. 

Chola 11, 32, 42, 322 . 

Christians, -ity — 23, 59,64, 70,79, 122, 
J7b» 3'3* 33h; anthropology 
308, 316-8, 320, 324, 340, 362; 
in Ava 248, palace 317, 346, 
villages 349 ; cathedral 331 ; 
China 352 ; inscriptions 231, 307, 
346; Japan 145; Madras 317; 
statistics 346. S^ce Missionaries. 

chroriiirlcs xvi-xx, 6, 103 ; Arakanesc 
xviii ; Burmese xvi-xx, 103, 340; 
Cambodian 316; Ceylon 32, 309, 
317,328; Chinese xvi, 12 . . 15, 
^ 55 . 333 . 337 , 356 , 35S ; Moghul 
144, 147, 174; Portugue.se xvi, 
334 . 343; Shan xix, 99, 322; 
Siamese xix, 340, 343, 354 J 

Talaing xviii, 115, 170. 
llmannan xvi-xix, 165, 207, 321, 


337 , 340 ; Jatapon 32, 201 ; 

Razadarit Ayedawpon xvi, 115, 
170 ; Paw'tugi xvi ; Yazawingyaw 
xvi, 104 ; Yazawingyi 207, 316 ; 
Yazawinthit 269; 

doublet 99, 339 ; folk-lore xvii, 316, 
327, 329 ; Hindu influence 6 ; 
legendary 307-9, 364, 369 ; plati- 
tudes 247, pride 258, white ele- 
phant 274; estimate of past 117, 
of kings 79, 86, 102-3, 115, 293, 
300. 

chronology xvi-xix, 16, 29. 32, 43 , 201, 
307, 343 , 356, 364, 369 ; Siamese 
16, 343 ; calendar altered 99. 

( limate 121, 307 ; changes at Pagan 
*5, 7‘*^ i unhealthy 78, 336, 356. 
j clock 230. 
cocklight 86. 
roctmut 206, 328, 352. 

I'oins 13, 129, 146, 2S8. .SVc Currency. 
(M>Jom)>o 173-4. 

concubines 60, 62, 91, 92, 1 1 6, 1 44, I^, 
170, 249, 264, 273; corner rice 

198. 

confession 266. 

Conjcv«?rain 7, 55-6, 307. 
Constantinople 129-30, 352. 

Conti, N . di 98-9, 314, 336. 
copper 14, 119, 159, 206, 25S. 
(^)romandc*l 345, 346. 
coronation 45, 50, 113, 163, 21$, 269, 
296, 330 ; ritual 38 , 325-6 ; re- 
peated 158, 193; infant 39; 

queen 54, 95, 114: bath 187; 
investiture 295 ; medallion 146 ; 
Arakanesc 145, 187, 325. 
corpse 53, 85, 170, 184, 201, 234, 241, 
266, 2S6, 29S, 315 ; meal on chest 
81 ; stratagem 84; surrendered 
99 ; used as shelter 169 ; exposed 
116, 169; borne on march 184, 
243 ; desecration 255 ; magical 
cxliUiiKition 27? 3 ^ 7 ' 8 - 
Correa, A. 122. 

cotton 10, II, 13, 206, 235, 239, 25S, 
324 - 

cowry 10, 314. 

Cox, Capt. 229, 285-6, 302. 

Cox’s Bazaar 228, 281-2. 
crime 354, 358. 
crot:odile 94, 164, 175. 

Crow Island 57. 
crown 117, 160, 172, 295. 
crystal 13, 119, 214. 
cucumber 17, iS, 31. 227, 315. 
currency 5, 10, 13, 122, 129, 137, 140, 
146, 148, 288 ; export prohibited 
289, 350, 357 - Prices, 
curry 63. 

I ciitch 206. 
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Dacca 143-4. H 7 , 238, 282, 292-3, 304. 
dacoit 44, 58, 8t, 210, 215, 258, 272, 
273, 281, 314, 344, 358. 

Dagon. See Rangoon. 

Dalet 267. 

Dalla 31, 59, 62, 68, 75, 95, 161, 171, 
175. 177, 288, 327; betel 352: 
exile 34, 39, 61 ; mangoes 86 ; 
siege stratagem 84.* 

Danimayan 51, 332. 

Dammayazika 57, 333. 

Dammazedi 118 - 20 , 173, 177, i86, 339, ; 

342 ; -ahtokpatti 316. 

Danaws 343. 

dance 14, 56, 77, 93, 16S, 274, 363. 
Danok 115, 119. 

Daungbo 351. 

Dawbon 229. 

Deccan 143. 

Deinmaniyut 88, 113, 114. 
deippa sekku fiyan 273. 

Delhi 2S5, 310." 

Delta — under water ll, 193; civilisa- 
tion 9, I2f; rice 78, 198, 350; 
<iense population 175 lives in boats 
315 ; network of t reeks 161, 163, 
*75 ; penetrated by Burmese 27, 
82, 94, 160, little control 211, an- 
nexed 235-6 ; centre of gravity 
248 ; colonial 219. 

depopulation 143-4, 177, 181-5, *94. 
197. 211-2, 235-6, 239, 262, 272, 
280*2, 298-9, 357. See Deporta- 
tion, Devastation. 

deportation — internal 124, 148, 177, 

180, 185, 262, 271, 272; military 
measure 221, 229; vanouished 
population 15, 94, 14 1, I60, 171, 

18 1, 185, 200, 202, 21 1, 239, 24S, 
257, 280, 347 - 49 , 351 ; whole cities j 
28, 168, 183, 216,253, 2 f 38 , 321 ;i 
English 282. 

devastation 94, 215, 233, 238, 261, 296 ; 
of friendly villages 235, 273.; 

military precaution 125, 220. See 
Depopulation. 

Dharnmapala 7, 307. 
diamond 295. 

Dianga 141. 
dice 34. 

Dinnyawadi 137, 31 1 369. 
doctors 170, 318. 
dog 180, 266. 

Donwun no-2, 368. 
dragon 14, 17 , 130, 164, 214, 228, 308 , 
316 , 330 . 

drama 31, 32, 168, 279, 296, 329. 
dream, vision 23, 39, 44, 70, 276. 
drink 314 . 

drowning 68, 197, 317 ; punishment 
260, 267, 27 3 ; royal 339 . 


drum 35, 88, 93, 96, 177, 178, 198, 
225, 230, 280, 303. 

Dudpatli 304. 

Dukkanthein 140. 

Dupleix 353. 

Dutch 142, 143, 146, 191. 202-3, 212, 
246, 259, 314, 324. 347 , 349, 355. 

Duttapaung 7, 28, 307-9. 

Dwayawadi 124, 335. 

EARTHQUAKE I49, I72, 254, 260. 

egyin 125, 139, 262. 

Egypt 130, 309, 310, 317, 324. 

Eindawya 265. 

elephant — -armoured, carry many men 
65, 336; cannon 159, 255; 

colour 212, 274; dummy 35, 
imago 13, 168; eat sugarcane 
352 ; executioners 8, 194, 235, 
361; Frontier Gate 323 ; hunted 

j 48, fid, 1 15, 120, 215, 302; king 
rides, fights on 60, 83, 87, 90, 95, 
106, 108, no, 114, 1 15, 124, 159, 
162, 163, 177, 180, 182, 190, T94, 
234, 294 ; cany dead king 184 ; 
Master 93, 212, 266; must 60, 
demolishes town 8o, 163 ; queen 
fights 159, escapes on 93 ; sacri- 
fice 166 ; sagacity 98 ; Shan 
speciality 154, 362 ; statistics 123 : 
trade 57, 227 ; tribute, presents 
43. 57. 9 h 102, 166, 215, 224, 241, 
246, 270, 289; villages 348, 351. 
See White. 

embassies-- Achin 190 : Bengal 174* 
190 ; Ceylon 57, 174, 328 ; China, 

I Yunnan 64 , 87, 101, 115, 119, 216, 
278 -So. 336, 337. 3b2 : Chola 43 ; 
English 190-1, 203, 206, 225-8, 
2.^4-6, 284 - 90 , 322, 347, 355, 362 ; 
French 284, 288 ; Manipur 209 ; 
Portuguese 190 : Siam 2 il 4 , 241 ; 
Talaing 77, 82, 87, 98, [15, 119, 
339 - 

Burmese — to English 225, 282-3 ; to 
Ceylon 173, 328 ; to China, 

Yunnan 13,' 43, 48. 64, 68, 75, 85, 
87, loi, 215, 279; to India 174, 
284-5 J Portuguese 172, 1S9 ; 
to Siam 91, 167, 193, 214 ; to 
Talaings 27 ; no system 224, 254 ; 
treatment of ambassadors 290 . 
See Mis.sions. 

emerald 60, 274. 

Emu-^taya 84. 

English 133; branches 19 1, 202-3, 
225, 227, 245-6 ; Rangoon 224, 
229-30, 246; Syriani 191, 213, 
224, 229; Negrais 213, 225, 227, 
massacre 239-40, 244-6, 355 ; 

ships in action 224-5, 250, 354-5 ; 
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shipbuilding 206, 224, 353 ; slavery 
143, 265, 272, 363; war 301-4, 
336, 341 ; tribute to China 362. 
See Embassies, Frontier, 
era, Burmese 16, 99. 
eunuch loi, 192, 198 , 352. 

Europe 64, 258 ; first travellers 98, 
1 21, 129 ; overseas discoveries 

1 29- 1 33 ; changed outlook on 
Asia 176, 345 ; anthropology, etc. 
254, 316-8, 320, 324, 327, 339, 344, 
350, 361-2. 

extradition 98, 100, 146, 193, 200-1. 
202, 279, 282 , 290 , 297, 302, 356. 


FAMINE 168, 177, 18 1, 183, 198, 272 , 
3 ' 9 , 351. 3 .S 4 i 357. 
fan 10, 13, 38, 99, 279, 325. 
feriughi 140 ; the Young Fcringhi 
160-1 ; villages 147, 346, 348-9. 
fetters 13, 32, 33, 39 ; ambu.ssador 57, 
287 ; prince 67, 165, 253 ; min- 
ister, governor 240, 267, 286-7, 
295 ; slave-gang 168, 298 ; gold 
for king 27, Viceroy 304 ; sliptx^d 
281. 

fire — arms 206, 210, 212, 228, 270, 
340 ; -rafts 138, 156 , 168, 229, 
231, 233 ; -works 255, 289, 315. 
fi.sh 10, 13, 120, 130; dried 237; 
revenue 347, 352 ; boats shaped 
like 164 ; fishing canoe 36, 299 ; 
king fishes 120, 262 ; fishwife 
cpicen 294 ; nat i2o. 

Fitch, R. 237, 314, 315, 334. 
five regalia 38 , 87, 102, 118, ib^, 
325 . ] 

Fleetwood 203, 206, 347. 1 

flowers 24, 38, 173, 291, 321, 332; in' 
hair 233 ; artificial 48, 327, 359. 
flying 27, 318. 

orcst 4, 1 1, 48, 66, 113, 214, 206, 31:7 ; 
deforestation 16, 78, 284. Sec 
Jungle. 

foundation 78, 318 ; rite 320. 

Frederick, C. 140, 176, 178, 237, 311, 
314, 3 * 5 ^ 334 , 336. 

French 133, 143, 225, 226, 259-60, 28b, 
34>. 345; travellers 314, 357; 
.stations 202-3, 224, 353.; crews 
captured 229-31, 355 ; gunners, 
Guard 232, 233-4, 246, 252, 254, 
271; villages 231, 349; ship- 
building 230, 353 ; desire Burma 
284 ; embassy 288 ; clergy 23 1 , 
253, 345 ; tombstone 231. 
frescoes, reliefs 27 , 28, 41, 103, 129, 

^ 531, 308. 3 ' 3 - ! 

frontier— Burmese homeland 24, Ana- 
wrahta’s outpo.sts 29, extent of 
Pagan 34, 44, 57, 65 ; incdiaival 


Ava 75, 97, 102, 105, 106 ; demar- 
cation 82, 100. 

Arakanese 100, 140, 148, 281, 301 ; 
Chinese 65, 77, 101, 102, 165, 
184, 191, 196, 258, 278, .sacrifice 
318, Iron Gates 324; English 
281-3, 290, 293, 297, 301, 304; 
Siamese 11 1-2, 157, 180, 19 1, 
198, 200, 241, 250, 272 ; T^aing 
89, 1 12, the map.s. 

fruit 32, 48, 130, 163, 176, 227, 321, 
327 ; revenue 352 ; king cats 
first fruits 363. 

Fuh6ng 256. 

Fiihrcr 9, 310. 

Funan 13. 

funeral- -coimnander 141, 236, 252; 
king drf)wned 339 , embalmed 
184, carried 115, 184, 243, cre- 
mated 1S4, 339; island 53, 2Sb;. 
oath 184; sacrifice 166,* 343; 
setyawade 243 ; shaving 112; 
sumptu iry law 170 ; Tabling 
stratagem 84* ; tombs 70, 1 84, 

251, 243. 3 . 19 , 346, 356; urn 12, 
95 ; white elephant 274. 

j GALLEY 140 , 188, 190; galcass 146. 

Ganges li, 98, 141 . . 3, 165 ; water 
1^7, 283. 

ganza 122, 342. 

garden 17, 203, 258, 279, 326, 327, 352. 

Gaiir 139. 

Gawdawpalin 57, 59. 

genealogy 80, 219, 342; instances of 
heredity 52, 58, 269, 351 ; lack 
of primogeniture 210, 264. 

Gliarib Newaz 208, 209, 23S, 317. 

ghost 77, 201, 344. 

glass 12, 275. 

<joa 4, 132, 141, 172-3, iSo, 185, 1S7, 
307/31 . 141 , US- 

(roalpani 283, 297. 

goat 166-7. 

Gokteik 255. 

Golconda 202. 

gold, gilt 12, 38, 214 ; scarce in Burma 
310 ; imyiort 258, exy^irt 350, 
357 ; king's stock 176, 359, 362 ; 
arms 35, 159, 199, 200, 323; 
belt and tray 78 ; boat 37, 85, 
142, 228 ; cannon 232^; dress 
2(Xi, ornaments, 279, 327 ; fetters 
27. 304 ; car, mouth, feet 174, 
209, *276, 285, 291, 302; flower 
48, 291, 327, 359 ; harness 88, 98. 
180, 274, '295 • image 8, 15. 43 . . 6, 
63, ib8, 172, 175, 186, 254, 277, 
32S, 331; lacquer 214; leaf 42, 
iSb, 232; letter 42, 1 19, 17b, 
214; loot 45, 147, 157, 186. 220, 
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gold {cont .) — 

23S» 253» 273 ; money 13 ; pagoda, 
statistics of weight offered 57, 
1 14, 1 18, 119, 260, model pagodas 

100, 215, 280; palace 80, 168,* 
180; pellet in flesh 314; pillars 
145. 199, 325; ring 121, 190; 
seal 100, 279, 362 ; throne 38 ; 
toll 347 ; tribute 360, presents 84, 

196; umbrella 170, 
299> 342 ; caskets, vessels 29, 31, 
38, 95, 100, no, 119, 163, 173, 
I95» 274, 325, 359. See Currency, 
Prices. 

Golden Company 229-30, 232. 

Golden Land 9, 310. 

Gold Tooth tribe 65. 
gong 14. 

Gonna-cin 182, 211. 
granaries 25, 168, 180, iSi, 198, 216, 
248, 268, 319, 351. 

Greek 9, 157, 187, 202 ; Buddhism 129, 
313 ; authors 9, 45, 264, 310, 316, 
324-6, 339, 344, 
grenades 18S. 

Guards 26, 49, 91, no, 179, 200, 234, 
263, 289 ; founded 57 ; nucleus of 
army 237, 255, 359 ; well-born 
229,* landed class 347-8 ; Indian 
31, Shan 193, 347-8, Portugue.se 
>59» 348, French 231, 349, Ma- 
homedan 341, 348; horse x8o ; 
White Elephant 274 ; statistics 
323 ; disloyal 193, 198, 201, 265 ; 
families seized 192 ; drink 315 ; 
disbanded 220 ; Arakan 145, 
archers 148 ; France 344 ; China 
279- 

Gudjra 10. 

Gwalior 195. 

Gwe 211, 212, 215, 221, 228, 23S, 253, 

354. 

Gyobinzeik 123. 

Hainggyi. See Negrais. 

hair 84, 86, 99, 233, 255, 342, dragged 

101, 361 ; dressing 13, 45 poem 
104, villages 348 ; dedicated loi, 
124, 172; ornament 233, 327; 
relic 31, 33; rings hidden 114; 
shaved — monk 12, 76, mourning 
112; Talaing bob 160, 221. See 
Head. 

Halin 52, 220, 269, 307, 309. 

Hanoi 15. 

Hanthawaddy 5, 102,. 2418, 318, 368. 

See Pegu. 

Hari 267. 

harrow, plough 130, 267, 352 ; royal 
ceremony 295, 362. 

I fastinapura 310. ! 


hat 13, 206, 289. 

Havelock 288, 362. 

head — dress 13, 108 : taken 44, 88, 
109, 230, ^2, 247, 291, 304, 344 ; 
heaped 236, 251; washed 45, 
222. 

headmen 52, 53, 81, 154, 223, 314 ; 
not territorial 351-2 ; depositions 
269; women 117; under royal 
seal 280; important 2:9-20, 332 ; 
rank as lords 259 ; appoint king 
61 ; daughters marry king 38, 
125, 224, 275 ; palace privilege 
269; slave king 28. 

Heirok 208. 

hell 23, 89, 1 14, 130. 

hemp 13. 

Henzada 3, 85, 158, 162, 189, 223, 227, 
267, 3S2»' 354. 
herald 184, 200, 296. 
heresy 23, 275, 354. 

Higginson 203-6, 347. 

Hindus, -ism 51, 131, 303; influence 
4-7, 16, 28, III, 137, 325; over- 
seas expansion 5, 43, 310, 330. 
See Brahman, Tuladana. 
Hindustanis 285, 297. 

Hinthakan 6. 

Hinthamaw 30. 

Hinya 138. 

Hkamti Shans 180, 314. 

Hkrit 137, 370. 

Hluttaw 59, 190, 269, 287, 296, 329. 
Hmaingpun 196. 

Hmawbi 85, 180. 

Hmawdin 141, 174. 

Hmawza 12, 309. 

Hnanwin Hill 87. 

Hngetpyawdaw (l) 347, (2) 348. 
holy— -earth 277; land 316, 323; 
oil 325; tree 42, 48, I19, 277; 
trinity 98 ; water 38, 187, 283, 
325. See Thissa-ye. 
homage — days 328 ; crawling 170. 
Hooghly 143. 

Hope, Capt. 245. 

horn 10, 98, 122, 258 ; music 96. 

horoscope 201, 215. 

horse 16, 18, 32, 61, 162, 164, 227, 242, 
345 > 339 i exchanged for men 
180; export 357; flying 27; 
headmen 352 ; pack 97, 183 ; 
258; royal 35, 50, 114, 120; 
sacrifice 97, 166, 343-4 ; tribute, 
present 85, 91, 166, 224, 279. See 
Cavalry, Polo, White, 
hostage 83, 165, 169, 189, 192, ^961 ^^9* 

Hotha 323. 

house— brick 175, 345,* 357, 360; 
tabindaing 324 ; white 170. 
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howdab 88, 98, 108 , 169 ; capacity 65, 
336 ; village 348. 
lipalaung 140. 

Hpon 327. 

Hsenwi 75, 87, 100, loi, 109, 115, 
165, 171, 184, 196, 200, 254, 315. 
Hsinbyugyun 212, 214, 223, 238, 281. 
iisinbyiishia 242-3. 248-61, 263. 
Hsipaw, Onbaung 87, 96, 97, loi, 105, 
106, 107, 108, 109, 165, 166,* 222, 
248. 

hli sec spire. 

Htigyaing 29, 166. 

Htihlaing see Wundwin. 

Htilominlo 58-9. 

Iltongyi 319. 

Htuntaik 362. 

Htuntonputet 49. 

Hukong 283. 

hunting 19, 33, 327 ; hunter king 219. 

See Elephant, 
lluscin Shah 142. 


IMAGK — origin 313; import trade 1 1 ; 
pillaged 8. 45, i6«S, 1S6, .stolen 
207 ; enshrined, buried 63, 169, 
172, 195. 254, 318,359 ; exchanged 
279 ; tribute 15, 31 ; .stoop 53, 
lly 9, weep 252, music 30, 318; 
Alaungsithu’s five 48, 207 ; miss- 
ing finger 139 ; way.side 25 ; 
heathen 30, 33 ; ancestral 46, 328. 
I mole 239. 

Imphal 239, 296. 
incense 13. 

Tndfipissiya 333. 

India - inuiiigrants 4, 6, 12 not of 

recent date 121, 333 ; place names 
6; monks 40, craftsmen 41, 
architect.s 330, 346; trade ii, 
<22, 315, 357 ; iloly Land 316; 
“ the Indian Land ” 23, 30, 48 ; 
blofid in royal family 23, 39, 209, 
283, 285 ; quarter in Ava 248 ; 
Burine.se rc.side 341, .settle in 143, 
283 : prisoners, villages 39, 208, 
333, 34h, 34*''; soldiers 31, 14 1, 
145, 148 ; superiority of fighting 
races 131, 341 ; pca.saritry 361 ; 
disparaged 2 58 -9, 297, 303 ; pro- 
jected conquest 270-1. 
indigo 17. 
industries 129, 357. 

Ingabu 120. 
inoculation 268. 

Inpe-Thayaing 106. 
inscriptions xvi, 103, 307-9 ; Asoka 
309 ; Burmese 23,* 28, 38, 58, 60,* 
63,* 124, 166, 189, 191. 231. 239, 
2bo, 323, 326, 332,* 333,* 335, the 


earliest 29, 307 ; Chinese 337 ; 
Latin 307 ; Pali 41, 44, 47,* 
119-20, 166, 307 ; Pyu 12, 307, 
309, 312, 337; Sanskrit 310 ; 
Talaing 38, 41, 42,* 57, 166, 191, 
268, 307, 326, the earliest 7 ; 
Kalyani 120, 309; Myazedi 32 , 
43 * ; 

bell 166, 19 1 ; tomb.stonc 231, 243, 
346 ; copyist errors xvi, 29, 268 ; 
climatic effect I2i, 307 ; dedicate 
self 330*, Indiiins 333,* drink 60,* 
rice 16; deliberately destroyed 
268 ; heresy 23,* ; marble, round 
script 268 ; oathbook 58 ; palace 
collection 268-9 ; .supposititious 
3 * 0 . 

Intaburi 159. 

interpreters 146, 190, 204, 246, 362. 

investiture 199, 201, 211, 222. 223. 236, 
295, 300 ; Havelock 362 ; China 
75-6, ‘279. 

iron 62. 99, 188, 206, 237, 323. 

Irrawaddy — name 6 ; sacred 209 ; 
confluence 15 ; capital must be^ 
near 78 ; kingdom runs along 34,' 
211, 358, 361 ; transport route 
3 * 3 . 3 < 9 , 35 * ; Chinese trade 
route 9, 90; route of armies 27, 
31, 35» 37, 67, 69. 87-8, 164, 212, 
210, 222, 256 ; war canoes confined 
to 228 ; old bed 12. 

Italian — travellers 65, 98, 121. 130, 
<57, I75'b, 179, 184, 314-5 ; priests 
239, 345 ; italianised words 178. 
179. 

Itzagawiia 60. 

ivory lo, li, 122, 142, 176, 206, 214, 
225, 227. 258, 279. 352. 

JACKAL 162, .123. 

Jackson 224. 

jade 30. 

Jaintia 261. 

Japan 130, 132. 145, 270; anthro- 
pology 308, 320, 327, 356. 361 ; 
mercenaries 145. 

jars see Pegu. 

jataka 41, 104, 194, 269, 296, 30S. 324, 

327, 329. 

Java 5, 322. 

Jesuits 183, 186, 345, 352. 

jewels — tribute lor, 166; export 11, 
122, 175, 258 prohibited 206, 350, 
357 ; sumptuary law 170 ; elms- 
lK)\vi 1 19 ; barge 37 ; broom 10 1 ; 
casket 32, 44, 173, 214, Kandy 
100 ; earring 54, 12 1, 190, 345 " ; 
prdle loi ; harness 98, 274, 295 : 
images i68, 175, 186 ; king’s dress 
121,* 176, 177, 184, 190, 200, 345’ 
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jewels Uont .) — 

loot 146, 157, 16S,* 253 ; in pagoda 
63* ; peacock 42* ; garden pot 
277; pyatthat 33; ring 28, 35, 
1 14,* 121, 156, 190, 279; spire 
260 of crown jewels 172; staff 
268, 269 ; sword 92* ; throne 38* ; 
the Three Jewels 8,*, 42,*, 98*, 

325- 

Jews 157. See Bible, 
jingal see Cannon. 

Jorhat 283. 

Judson 278, 336. 

jungle — march 237 ; overgrows shrines 
138, 194 ; population hides in 106, 
168, 180, 239, 257, 289. See 
Forest. 

Junkceylon 259, 270-2. 
junks 57, 160, 215, 310. 

Kabaw valley 12, 2S3, 296, 326. 

Kabyu 348. 

Kacchapancha 16. 

Kachin 4, 15, 236, 323, 324. 

Kadamba 307. 

Kadu 221) 236. 

Kaingma 248, 323. 

Kaingsa 195, Manu 238. 

^a/a 355, -pyet 348, -pyu 363. 

Kala, Mg 207, 316. 

Kalade 39. 

Kalakyamin 51. 

Kale 82, 85, 87, 99, 106, 165. 
Kalekyctaungnyo 96, 324. 

Kalidasa 327. 

Kalima 140, Shah 140. 

Kalinga 7. 

Kalyani 120 , 172, 309. 

Kaman 148. 

Kamathanieinpaik 115. 

Kambojasangha 109. 

Kampeiigpet 114, 115, 159, 167. 
Kamye 348. 

Kanbalu 347. 

Kanburi 159, 181, 198. 

Kanbya 104. 

Kandy 100- 1, 172-4, 344. 

Kangyigon 120. 

Kani 348. 

Kanlu 348. 

Kanngai 65, 336. 

Kanran 3. 

Kanti 180, 314. 

Kapilavastu 307. 

Karen 3, 5, 344, 354 ; Gwe 212, 354 ; 
•ni, Red 123, 124, 180, 264, 344, 
349 ; White 343. 
karma 18*, 55," 353. 

Katha 29, 60, 85, 166, 249, 262, 310. 
Kaunghan 193, 347. 

Knunghmudaw 195-6, 208. 


Kaungsin 29, 67, 106, 336. 

Kaungton 29, 99, 254, 256,* 257. 
Kaw^n 247. 

Kawlin 221. 

Kawliya 90, 101. 

Kawsampi 323. 

Kayuttaung 25. 

Kedah 42, 322. 

Kclin 30. 

Kenghung 100, 191, 192, 248, 254, 271, 

347 - 

Kenglaw 318. 

Kengtung 165, 192, 250, 253, 254, 271, 
318. 

Ketumati 125. 

Khmer 13. 

Khumbat 238. 

Kidaram 322. 

kidnapping 205, 20S, 237, 349. 

Kinda 25. 

Kingberring see Chin Pyan, Nga. 
King Island 202. 
kino 12. 

Kintha 124. 

Kinyua 242. 

Kling 341. 

Konkan 30S. 

Konthaya 30. 

Kppyedaung 323. 

Koshanpyc 165,171, 258, 291, 322 - 3 . 
Kra IstWus 272. 

Krantwowai 241. 

Krishna 317. 

Kuan Yin 312. 

Kubla Khan 64 . . 9, 73, 102, 336, 339. 
Kubo see Kabaw. 

Kudut see Myanaung. 

Kuei see Yung-li. 

Kulah III. See Pegu. 

Kulbarga 356. 

Kume 25. 

Kun Atha 5. 

Kunhsaw Kyaungbyu 19. 

Kunhse 25. 

Kuttawya 53, 

Kuwi 241. 

Kyabin 347. 

Kyahkat 36, 41. 

Kyahnyat 30. 

Kyaikatha 6. 

Kyaikpadaing 232. 

Kyaikpon 119. 

Kyaiktiyo 172. 

Kyangin 158, 267. 

Kyanzittha 24, 27, 31-2, 34-5, 36 - 44 , 45, 
269, 316 , 322, 325 ; Onhmin 41, 
312; statue 40. 

Kyaswa 59-60. 

Kyattalc 95. 

Kyaukku Onhmin 17, 59, 70. 
Kyaukmyaung 223, 243. 
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Kyaukpadaung (i) 167, (2) 307. 
Kyaukpyu 29, 39. 

Kyauksauk 313. 

Kyauksc 24, 26, 29, 33, 75, 77, 78, 79, 
102, 105, 109, III, 123, 124, 125, 

247, 348 ; canals 25, 29, 57, 77, 
81, 109, 318 ; Guards corps 347 ; 
granary and kev to kingdom 25, 
37. 7 <>,' 97 . «oS. iS 3 . * 94 . '98. *'6, 

248, 350 ; weir sacrifice 25. 
Kyaukse lake 319. 

Kyauktalon 88. 

Kyauktan 84. 

Kyaukyit 41, 348. 

Kyaungbya 124. 

Kyaungbyu 32, 39. 

Kyaungdawgyi 99. 

Kyaungdawya 46, 307. 

Kyaungdurit 312. 

Kyawswa 75-80, 95, 339. 

KyclK)gyi 344. 
kyekala 39. 

K3ddaunggan 124. 

Kyinikan 319. 

Kyiso 19. 
kyiwun 268. 
kyu 275. 


19O1 275 ; husband takes wife’s 
205 ; international 224, 245, 285 ; 
intestacy 190, 204-5 ! 

officers 58, 120, 269, 278, 315, 329, 
353, 35S; karma 18, 55,* 353; 
lapse 161, 270 ; privilege 97, 13S ; 
slave 332, 359 ; royal succession 
263-4; sumptuary 157, 170 , 345, 
34!^, 351, 3<^; wreck 205-6 ; 
Dhammathat 339 — Dhainmathat- 
kyaw 17 1 ; Dhammavilasa 59; 
Kosaungchok 17 1 ; Maharaja T95; 
Manu 59, III, 14 1 ; Manu Kye 
238, 321 ; Manu Ring 238 ; 
Manusarashwemin 195, 249 ; 

Manu Vannana 249 ; Wareru 59, 
III, 120, 17 1 ; Winisayapakathani 
269. 

Pyatton — Alaungsithu 49 ; Dani- 
mazedi 120; Hanthawaddy Hsin- 
byumyashin 171 ; M ahapinnya- 
kyaw 14 1 ; Nantaungniyamin 58. 

1 Lawa 354. 

I I.awkamanaung 207. 

' Lawkananda 33. 

Lawkoktaya 


, . 24. 

I Lawksawk 165, 335. 

[lead 12, 122, 2W, 254, 275, 27S. 
LABOUR- cheap 353, dear 357, bad 224, \ leather 230. 

346 ; canal 347 ; forced 180, 268, | Ledwin 25, 37, 76. 

275-6, 280, 313, 319, 331, 349. j Logaing 85,' 307. 

Labun, Lampun ill, 235. ; lehtunmingala 295, 362. 

lac 122, 206. I Lekattaung 271. 

lace 157. ; Leniro 137, 142. 

lacquer 258, 345 ; armour 230 ; Chieng- ; Lemycthna (l) 58, (2) 140, (3) 141. 
mai 1 19, 106 ; Pagan 279; gilt j leper 28, 275 


214. 

Lagun 156, -pyin 156. 

Laguncin 92-3. 

Lahore 285. 

Lai Hka 109. 

lakes 24, 26, 46, 49, 60, 81, 104, 125, 
140, 239, 269, 275, 280, 319. 
Lakhimpur 283. 
lamaing 351. 

lamp 13, 38, 42, 84, 92, 118, 124, 172, 


Leppan 348. 

j Lester, Ensign 227, 355. 

\ la^thkok 313. 

I Letma 138. 

(letter 5, 82,* 89,* 155,* l8S, 190, 203/ 
226, 227, 240, 241, 246, 291-3,* 
j .302, 354, 362 ; gold 42, 119, 179, 
214 ; intercepted 91,* ; stratagem 
I 154, 157 village passes 351. 

See Palm, Script. 


230, 343 - 
Langthabal 257. 

Lao 31, 37, 166, 16S, 253, 314. 

Lashio 254, 255. 

Latha 323. 

Latin 231, 307 ; authors 314, 340, 
361. 

Laukpya 82, 87-S, 112-4. 

LaunggyctQl, 137, 139 , H 5 , *89, 
Lauiigloii 271. 

Laungshe 75, 87. 

Lavine 240, 246. 

law — church 42, 56, 326 ; civil, crim- 
inal 358-9 ; customary 4, 329 ; 
debt 138, 359; escheat 68, 170, 

26 


I Letwethondara 249. 


I Lelya-— gyi 96, -minnan 45-6, -pyanchi 
I 241. 

I /i 12, 256. 

I Ligor 27 1 . 

' lime 139 ; fruit 32, 1 14. 

Linzin see Viengcliang. 
lion 38, 115, 155, 162. 

Lisaw 327. 

Lisbon 132. 

literature— authors or works mentioned 
59, 60, 70, 103-4, 125, 139, 141, 
147, 16S, 170- 1. 184, 18S, 191, 
194-5. 207, 23S, 247, 249, 262, 
2O9, 296, 3 16; verse quoted 54,* 
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literature — 

78,* 250* ; birth of vernacular 
103. See Inscriptions, Law, etc. 
Lokamu 145. 

Londawpauk 209. 

London 220, 322, 355. 
longyi 160. 

Lunhse see Myanaung. 

Macchagiri 39, 49 . 61-2, 326 . 

Madaya 30, 21 1, 215, 221, 354. 
madder 347. 
madonna 274, 312. 

Madras 9, u, 32, 42, 119, 187, 190, 
203, 244, 253, 317. 330, 345, 354 ; 
migration 6, 7. 

Magh 143, 144, 146, 281. See Arakan. 
magic — absolution 18 ; flying 27, 318 ; 
food 86, 318 ; horse 27 ; image 29, 
30, 267, 318; kills king 145; 
j>cilcts in skill 314, 344, tattooing 
344 ; spear 32 ; before battle 37, 
301 ; trees 29. 

Magwe 24, 35, 81, 102, 104, 125, 223, 
309. 351 - 
Magwetaya 30. 

Magyibya 348. 

Mahabandula 154, 237-8, 296, 300 - 1 , 

303, 334. 

Mahabharata 325, 327. 

Mahabodhi 59. 

Maharhakrapadhi 343. 
Mahadammayaza 183 ; -dipati 207-16, 
223. 

mahadanwun 326. 

Mahagiri 16, 39, 44, 60, 97, 167, 277, 

314. 323- 

Mahamuni 17, 29, 39, 45 . 46 ; I 37 • • 8, 
141, 267 - 8 , 313. 

Mahamyatmuni 138. 

Mahananda 239, 248, 319. 
Mahanawrahta 250-2. 
Mahapinnyakyaw 141. 

Mahapeinne 33. 

Maharattathara, Shin 104, 106. 
Mahathamada 330. 

Mahathenapati 236. See Thcnapati. 
Mahathihathura 257, 261-4. 
Mahavamsa 32, 309, 317, 328. 
Mahavihara 56, 119. 

Mahazedi 169, 172, 173. 

Mahomedan 139, 284, 330, 342, 353, 
357 ; Arakan 137, 140, 143 - 4 , H 5 , 
147 : Buddermokan 137 ; China 
65-6 1 deposition 298 ; king's 
enquiry 276-7 ; mercenaries 162, 
241; seamen 24, 112; gunners 
*69, 341 ; captives, villages 189, 
208, 230, 348. 

Mahratta 285, 293. 

Mahtiwa 95. 


Mainglyin 323. 

Maingmaw 196, 323. 

Maingtin 356. 

maize 227. 

Makaw 162. 

Malabar 157, 186, 311, 353; cruiser 
287. 

Malacca 122, 132-3, 160, 172, 202-3, 
205, 310, 341. 

malaria 25, 78. 

Malava 9, 42, 48, 132, 137, 160, 202, 
270, 3”, 322, 32S. 

Male 77 - 

Malun 148. 

Malwe-onpauk 53. 

Manaung 207. 

Man canals 319. 

Manchu 197, 200, 254-6, 355-6. 

Mandalay 12, 24, 30, 31, 37, 46, 49, 53, 
88, 96, 200, 211, 268, 313, 319, 338, 
349. 354; city 265, 325 founded 
321. 

mango 86, 176. 

Manipur, Cassay, Kathc — 9, 194, 242, 
248, 259, 263, 283, 303, 317, 322-3, 
325, 326, 341, 357 : tributary 165 ; 
raids 208 - 12 , 216, 219, is raided 
208, 228, 231, 238 - 9 , 257, 261, 
296-7. 299 ; artisans. Brahmans 
239; cavalry 208, 219, 239, 242. 

Mankyo 348. 

Manu 59, HI, 195, 23S. 

Manuha 24, 27*8, 351. 

Marawa 326. 

marble 2&. 

Marco Polo 65-7,* 333, 336. 

Marjit Singh 283, 296. 

marriage — stepmother, half-si.stcr 324 , 
cousin 100, 124 ; Indian 39 ; 

alliance 90, 92, 110, 125 ; age 87 ; 
elopement 1 10 ; non-sacramental 
III; prayer 124; within craft 
351; debt law 359; monogamy 
98; polygamy 210; husband 
takes wife’s law 205 ; inter- 

marriage 7, 1 1 ; prisoners of war 
231, 258; temporary marriages 
146, 351 ; ius priniis noctis 18,* 
3 * 4 . 

I Martaban 94, 154, 160, 163, 164, 171, 
186, 204, 235, 247, 248, 314, 354. 
368 ; foundation 321 ; under 

Burma 61-2, 180, 241, Siam 112, 
-S3, 200, 212, 216; capital iio-2 ; 
Portuguese 122, 132-3, 178 ; 

sieges 155-7, 335. 34*. 34*; har- 
bour fllled 175 ; bridge 159 ; 

emigration base 180 ; mutinies 
197-8, 212, 259, 272 ; garrison 
202 ; jars 342. 

martyrs 8, 275, 278, 345. 
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massacre — Innocents 24, 3*6 ; Royal 
Kinsmen 338. 

mat 63, 84 ; present ii9i I9<> ; revenue 
352 ; earthwork 252 ; kit 237. 
matriarchy 117, 324. 

Ma-u 348, -bin 120, 161. 

Mauktet 296. 

Maungdaung 247, 249. 

Maunggun 307. 

Maungmagan 46, 319. 

Maurya 45. 

mawgun 104, 269, 316. 

Mawe Mawdon 87, 339. 

Maw Shans 31, 80, 86, 93 - 5 > 99 > ^^ 2 , 
Mawyin 326. 

Maya, lady 274. 

Maymyo 87, 106, 197, 356. 

Mayu 14 1. 

Mecca 122, 146. 

medicine — doctors 170, 225, 318, 345 ; 

writings 249 ; inoculation 268. 
Meghna 143. 

Mciktila 26, 29, 33, 36, 102, 124, 125. 
182, 197; lake 24, 81, 104, 269, 
27 S» 280, 319. ^ 

Mekkaya 26, 29, 76, 109. 

Mcklawng 159. 

Mekong 254. 

Mello, D. S. do 158, 162-3, 343. 

Mcnam 182, 250, 339. 
mercantilism 350. 
mercury 258. 

Mergui 44, 57, 202-3, 270, 272, 314. 
merit 23 , 46, 47, 79 , 172. 

Methold 324. 

Meza 249-50. 

Miaotzu 327. 

Mien 3 , 65. 

migration — from China 3, India 4, 6, 
121, 307, 333; Arakanese 2S0-2 ; 
Burmese 82, 107, 123-5, >^ 53 , 
236 ; Buddhists to Indo-China 
40 ; Kachin 4 ; Pyu 1 5 ; Shan 4, 
63, ch. Ill, 74 , ^*2, 153 ; Talaing 
180 , 193, 198, 235,* 259, 272; 
conscription 262. See Refugees. 
Milard 231. 
milk 274. 
millet 13. 

Mimalaunggyaung 57. 

Minbin 140. 

Minbu 24, 29, 34, 42, 46, 58, 60, 62, 
85, 87, 96, 97, 100, 109, 1 16, 158, 
194, 202, 212, 214, 221, 223, 238, 
248, 267, 269, 280, 281, 307, 3*9, 
347 , 348, 35 *, 352. 

Mindon 138, king 265, 319, 322. 
mines 258, 310-11, 357; military 1S8, 
251, 252, 256.* See Moincik. 
Mingalamanaung 145. 


Mingalazedi (i) 62-3,* 276, 334 ; 

(2) 104. 

M ingin 208. 

Mingjui 25s,* 356. 

Minfi^n 146, 269, 275, 280, 285. 
Minnkamaung 142-3. 

Minhkaung (i) 86-96, 115, 324, 348; 
(2) 102-4. 

Minhkaungnawrahta 242-7. 
Minhkinsaw 342. 

Minhia (i) 26, (2) 35, (3) 319. 
Minhlaminhkaungkyaw 228, 236. 
Minhlange 324. 

Minhti 81, 138-9. 

Minkanyo 115. 

Minkyaungdaik 195. 

Minkyinyo 102, 103, 105, 124 -^, 335. 
Mink3riswasawke 81-6, 96, 115, 319. 
Minkyiyanaung 107-9. 
minlaung 7 .\Oy 212, 264, 266. 
Minnanmu 41, 58. 

Minochantha 41. 

Minredcippa 192-3, 195. 

Minrekyawdin 201. 

Minrekyawswa (1) 77, 83-7, 93-5 ; 

(2) 99 - 
Minsani 145. 

Minshinsaw (i) 49, 50, 319 ; (2) 327. 
Minyazagyi 141. 

Minye 26. 

Minyeyaza 262. 

miracles 8, 9, 10, 27, 32, 44, 46, 53, 
58-9, 62, 97, 107, 173, 201, 233, 
252, 260, 273, 275, 291, 308, 316, 
318, 345 , 358. 
mirror 225, 230. 

Mis.simataik 316. 

missionaries — A.B.M. 278 ; Catholic 
131, 145, 172-3, 182, 183, 186 , 
202, 207 , 213-4. 230, 253, 317, 
346 , 349, 352. 

mi.ssions (religious) — Asoka 308-9 ; 
Buddhagaya 42, 46, 119, 277 ; 
Ceylon 32, 55-6, 99, lOO, loi, 112, 
1 19 (Kalyani), 145, 172-4, 277; 
China, Yiinnan 49, 64, 279, 338 ; 
India 2S5, 337. 

moat 36, 92^ 140 , 175 , 183, 213, 219, 

Mobye Narapati 109, 163, 319. 

Moda 29. 

Mogaung 15. 107, 165, 167, 180, 184, 
216, 221, 248, 254, 322 , 347, 356. 
Moghuls 142-4, 146, 148, 174, 293, 328, 
344 - 

Mogok 9, 30, 46. See Mines, Momeik. 
Mohnyin 75, 82, 85, 87, 97, 09, 100, 
loi, 105-7, 109, 165, 184, 322 , 347, 
356; gate of Pegu 171, 234. 
Mohnyinthado 96-9, 116, 2 19, 324. 
Mokkainggyi 232. 


26 
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Moksobomyo 219. 

Momeik loi, io7» 109, 165, 166, 173, 
222. See Mogok. 

Mon — see Talaing ; canals 58, 320. 

monastery 32, 103, 233, 352 ; Pyu 12 ; 
Ari 18, 95 ; architecture 325, two 
storey 275 ; pillaged, burnt 85. 
io7» 197, 208, 253 ; sanctuary ill, 
206, 278 ; internment 114; king 
builds 60, 79, 99, 104, 1 19, 172 , 
193» 275> sLbroad 166, lured into 
19, 76, dees 193 ; his adminis* 
trative control 326 ; land resumed 
1 19, 268, 276; network 45 of 
schools 104, 326 diffuses literacy 
XX, 351. 

Monc 105, 109, 163, 166, 184, 197, 335. 

M6ng Kfing 264, 321. 

Mongkut 344. 

Mdng Kwi 354. 

Mdng Pai 165, 264. 

Mdng Si 200. 

Monhla 346, 349. 

monk — pongyi 276; not priests 326, 
331 ; civilising influence xx, 109 ; 
main object of expenditure 360; 
head resistance 107, 235* ; use 
sticks on judge 278, for king 193 ; 
privilege 97 ; intermediaries 57, 

173» 244 ; intercede for peace 88, 
15^* 233, 251, for a life no, 177 ; 
sanctuary in, for seamen 206; 
feed prisoners 177 ; reprieve 278, 
depose 182, refuse to worslup king 
276 ; king submits conscience 182, 
199 , feeds 40, 118, makes offerings 
42,* 60, 166 , 172 , 332, becomes 
monk 19, 23, 76, 80, 169, 193, 199, 
276 ; his administrative control 
180, 208, 326 ; minister l)ecom<;s 
monk 109, monk a wun 268, a 
king 118, 212, 215, 263 ; 
unfrocked 180, 326 ; exiled 180 ; 
conscribed 51, iSo; executed ij8, 
208, 265 ; killed in sack 234 ; 
led captive 27, 104, 253 ; mas- 
sacred wholesale 107, 235* ; 
Indian 40, 56, Cambodian 56, 

Chinese 337, Cingalese 56, 277 ; 
attitude to missionaries 345 ; visit 
Assam 283 ; aid queen's escape 
97 ; present at contract 122 ; 
spies 267; magicians 318; dis- 
courage poetry 104. See Ordina- 
tion, Primate. 

monkey 213. 

Monyua 19, 34, 46, 57, 75 . 165, 247, 
296, 300, 309, 348, 352. 

Moor 157, 187. 

mosque 137, 139. 

mosquito 85, 345, 360. 


Moulmein $ 7 . “2. «4S. > 57 . > 59 . >8o, 
>89, > 93 . >98, 270. 
mouse 116. 

Mowun 323. 

Mrauk-u 137. 

Mrohaung 137, 146 - 2 , 145-6, 158, 189, 
267-8, 280, 282, 313, 313, 348, 349, 
371 - 

Mu S3, S7. ^39. 262, 319, 347-8. 
mule 279. 

Murshidabad 143, 292-3. 

Muscat 353. 

music 14-IS, 48 , 96, 149, 173, 230, 318, 

348. 

musket 155, 159, 160, 200, 220, 223, 
225, 227, 228 , 231, 236, 237 - 3 ,* 
240, 242 , 244 , 247, 252, 255 ,* 
265-6, 284, 297, 303, 323, 340 - 1 , 

349, 352, 358. 

Myadaung 30. 

Myanaung, Kudut, Lunhse 85, 89, 
223, 227, 3SI, 355. 

Myatheindan 57. 

Myaungmya 82, 85, 94, 112, 113, 115, 
153, 161, 224 ; one of Three 
Talaing Countries 115. 

Myazedi 32, 43 - 4 ,* 327. 

MyedeBS, 163, 248, 273. 

Myedu 75, 85, 87, 98, 102, 105, 107, 
165, 20S, 348. 

Myelat 25. 

Myinbyushin 53, 220. 
myin-gaung -hmu 219. 

Myingun 35. 

Myingj^an 24, 33, 37, 39, 41, 54, 57, 
70, 78, 105, 109, 158, 222, 208, 
3*3, .348, 351 ; climate r6, 78. 
Myinhli Hill 52. 

Myinkaba 19, 28, 36, 37. 

Myinmu 24. 

Myinsaing 29, 75-7, 365. 

Myinshissc 34 S. 

Myitchc 33. 

Myitkyina 221, 310, 323. 

Myitnge 25, 78, 197, 248, 254, 319. 
Myittha 29, 125. 

Mylapur 345. 

Myodin 30. 

Myogon 163. 

Myogyi (1) 25, (2) 34, (3) 124, 162. 
myosa 79, 231, 280, 321, 344, 359; 

Bengala 286. 
myosade see Sacrifice. 
inyuihugyi see Headmen. 


Naaf 281, 301. 

Nabet 349. 

Naga — snake 17 ; tribe 317. 
Nagasin 347. 

Nagayon 41. 
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name — changed 148 ; of Refuge, 

see Three. 

Nanchao 13 , 15 , 24, 29, 30 , 43, 48*9, 
73. 308, 312 , 322, 338 ; idol 30. 
See YOnnan. 

Nanda, -gan 275, 319. 

Nandabayin 159, 171. 179 - 34 . 191, 334 - 
Nandabhaya 189. 

Nandaminnya 26. 

Nandawgon 275. 

Nanda wye 76. 

Nandayawta 1S5. 

Nang-han-lung loi. 

Nanpaya 28. 

Nansung 336. 

Nantaungmya 58. 

Nantien 336. 

Nanya 139. 

Narameikhla 87, 90, 139-40. 

Narapati 99-100 ; -gyi 145 ; -sithu 

52 - 8 , 319. 320, 323. 327, 332. 

Naratheinhka 52-4, 323. 

Narathihapate 60*9, 76, 79, 81, 276, 
334 • - 6. 

Narathu (1) 49 - 52 , 55, (2) 80. | 

Narawara 201. I 

Nasr-uddin 66, 336. 
nai 5, 96, 332, 340 ; gate 68 ; king’s 
patron 39 ; Thirty Seven 33, i 
27 ; worshipped by army 184, 
y king 16, 60, 97, I19, 167, 199 ; 
Anaukmibaya 93 ; Aungswamagyi 
54*; Mahagiri 16,* 17, 39, 44, 
60, 97, 167, 277, 314; Maung 
Minbyu 315; Minkyawswa 77, 
95 ; Minye Aungdin 315 ; Myin- 
byushin 53,* 220; Ngasishin 80; 
Nyaungyin 28; Po Yutpi 120; 
Shwenawrahta 105 ; Tabinsh- 
wehti 16 1, 327 ; Taungbyon, 31 ; 
Thagyamin 17, 23, 48, 275, 320 ; 
Thenat 232 ; Yazapita 199 ; 
Yomashin Mingaung 10; Vuu 
Bayin 16S ; Lady of the Weir 25. 
Natmauk 125. 

Natshinmc 145. 

Natshinnaung t86-8, 191. 342. 

Natyegan Hill 100. 

Naungdawgyi 243-S. 

Naungmun 335. 

Naung-yo 335. 

Nawade-gyi 170, -nge 269. 

Nawin 86, 88, 107, 260. 

Nawng Chik 241. 

Nawrahta (i) 85, (2) 219, (3) gi, 105. 
needle 51, 258 . 

Negapatam 119. 

Negrais, Hainggyi 102, 141, 1S5, 213, 
225 . . 7, 229, 239 - 40 , 244 . . 6, 
267, 296 . . 7, 346, 354 ; pagoda 
shipmark 174. 


negroes 186. 

Neko 215. 

Nepal 27, 41, 325. 

Ngabe 348. 

Ngakon 348. 

Ngakyi 109, 319. 

Ngala33S. 

Ngalaingzin 25. 

Ngapat 52-3. 

Ngapathonpinle 39. 

Ngapayin 300. 

Ngape 29, 87, 96. 

Ngaputaw 56. 

Nga Pyaung 25. 

Ngasaunggyan 48, 52, 65-7,* 333, 334, 

336 . 

Ngasishin 80. 

Ngatat-dayaka, -kyi 196. 

Ngathayauk 39, 167, 342. 

Ngayabya 231. 

Ngayane 105, 106. : 

Ngedo, Ngawdaw HI. 
ngwcgunhmu 221, 360. 

Nicobars 206. 

“ 99.’* “ 999,” 323, 348. 
nirvana 9, 42, 63, 69, 331. 

Nitikin 121, 341. 

Noahkali 142, 143. 

I Nontaburi 250. 

Norway 325, 330, 344. 

Nwadet 25. 

Nwahta 39. 

Nwetaine 347. 

Nyaungbin (i) 232, (2) 347. 

Nyaunglun 309. 

Nyaung-u 24, 41, 56, 213, West 28, 
351 ; -hpi 24, 52, 58; Sawrahan 
17-9. 

Nyaung Yan 29, 102, 105, 124, 182, 
184; Minhia 319. 

Nyaungj'e festival 249. 
nyper 122, 314. 

OATH 52, 90-1, 184, 199, 200, 201, 220, 
325, 330 ; oath-t^ok 58 ; burnt 
paper 122, 340. See Thissa-ye. 
officials -character 358, 360; income 
246, 361 ; privilege 138 ; saddles 
348; selection 81, 360; self- 
dedication 332. 

O-hteinmaw 88. 

oil 10, 13, 84, 156, 1S7, 196, 206, 214, 
298, 325 ; wood 347, 352. See 
Holy. 

Okpo 21 1, 215, 221, 354. 
omen 48, 53, 58, 78, 97, 112, 113, 125, 
139. 153, 184, 196, 209, 219, 229, 

233. 301, 320. 

Onbaung see Hsipaw. 
opium 122, 278, 315 , 344. 
oracle 17, iS. 
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oranges 227* 

ordination 32, 120, 145, 172, 180, 253, 
277, full chapter 56 ; royal control 
326. 

Orissa 6, 40, 143. 

Ostend Company 213. 
outcaste 28, 142, 149, 277, 333. 


Pa-aing 267. 

Pacem 343. 

Padaung 157, 267, 313. 

Padein 96. 

Pagan 88, no, 120, 123, 138, 166, 167, 
171, 197, 213, 223, 260, 342, 356; 
founded 15, 307-9 ; climate 16, 
78; evangelised 26, kingdom 15-70, 
ch. II ; achievement 70 ; Shan 
sack 77, 336 ; state 75 ; ceases to be 
capital 78 ; “ Fairest of Lands ” 
79, dynasty 79, 125, 365 ; fief 97, 
207, 212 ; lacquer 279. 
pagodas — orimn 7 ; solid 331 ; chief 
object of expenditure 249, 359, 
360; cost 171 burdensome 63, 

276, 280; slaves 41, 43-4,* 88, 
1 18, I4I’2, 196, 265, 268, 333*; 
self dedication 331*; land 119, 
332, cattle 333, c^tive king 28 
dedicated ; royal offerings 63, 172, 
195, 268, their value 275-6, 359 ; 
pillaged 45, 107, 186 ; weep 107 ; 

built by lines of men 42 ; abroad 

166, 171-2, 251 ; in atonement 23, 
I, 172 ; on victory site 112, 113 ; 
y tomb 184 ; 

models 100, X19, 215, 277, 280; 
festivals 16, 44, 60, 100, 318 ; 
stockaded 20S ; pulled down 68 ; 
cannon 252 ; shipmark 174 ; 
royal control 268, 276, 326. 

Pahang 3x1. 

Pahkan-gyi 48, 106, 195, 348; -nge 

167, 223. 

JwAsa loi, 118. 

Pahto-gyi, -nge, -thamya 17 ; -dawgyi 

277. 

Paikthili 312. 

Pakokku 24, 33, 36, 41, 48, 52, 75, 87, 
106, 19s, 348, 351. 

palace — ori^n 325 ; attraction 200 ; 
“the Golden” 80, 82, 91, 362; 
homage to gates 266, 28S ; civil- 
ising influence 73, 109, 165, 347 ; 
king’s stronghold 44, 46, 145, 193, 
201, 248 , 263, 264, 351 ; camp 
108, 159 , 275 on boats 142 ; de- 
scriptions 168,* 175* 345* ; atmos- 
phere 249 ; squabbles 62, 112, 179; 
Arakan 145; Pyu 12*; Manipur . 
296 ; Siam 180 ; Talaing li i, 121 ; * 


White Elephant 274 ; various 
towns 78, 157, 171, 185, 222; 
foundation ceremony 78, 295, 321. 

palanquin, litter 12, 23, 31, 95, 162, 
I75» 234, 242-3; size 117, 168; 
sumptuary privilege 199; sedan 
252, 279. 

Palaung 308, 316. 

Pale 162. 

Paleik 26. 

Palembang 43 

Pali 30, 41, ,-4,* 47,* 59, 166, 238, 

249, 2' 307, 327; supplants 

Sans’:ii- 29, yields to vernacular 
103, 195 : .jatakas 194, 269, 308, 
324 327 ; “square ” xvi ; titles 

63 194. 23*» 274, 279, 327, 

3 ( 

Palinbc 33. 

palm tree 118, 206, 211, 318, 319, 328, 
330; toddy 24, 122, 123, 156, 171, 
219, 314, 3^5, 342, 352; paper 42, 
98, 175, 190, 268, 270. 

Panchakalyani 23, 316. 

Pandawyua 348. 

Panhlaing 299. 

Panjab 6, 189. 

Pankyaw 85, 92. 

Panlaung 25, 318. 

Pantanaw 16 1. 

Panthagu 46, 50-1, 55. 

Pan 235. 

paper xvii, 42, 43, 98, 122, 175, 190, 
223, 268, 270, 340. 

parahaik 223, 270. 

Parabaw 14 1. 

parables 14, 61, 68, loi, 118, 245, 275, 
300. 

Parin 137. 

Pataliputra, Patna 264, 308, 316, 325. 

patamabyan 326. 

Patani 343. 

Pateikkaya 39, 49, 51, 61, 326. 

Pathiwa 95. 

Paungdaw-u 57 ; three others 46. 

Paungga 263; 265. 

Paunglaung 183, -shin Kathapa 96. 

I Paunglin (1) 34, 348, (2) 118. 

' Payabaw 46. 

Payabyu 99. 

Payagyi(i) 12, (2) 115, 311. 

Payama 12. 

Paya Tak 260, 270, 276. 

Payathonzu 26. 

Payeinma 24, 38, 41, 52, 348. 

peacock 10, 42, 176, 279. 

pearls 13, 14, 42,* 63.* 

Pechaburi 241, 250. 

Pegu 75-7, 97 • • 9,* loi, 107, 124, 
140-1, 145, 185, 200, 207, 241, 260, 
315, 354 ; one of Three Talaing 
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Couatries 115; founded 309; 
Hinduism 5-9* ; called Ussa 6, 
Kulah III, not Kidaram 322; 
island in sea il ; under Pagan 
31 ; wars with Burma 34-7, 82- 
95, 211-35 i Indian merchants 121, 
Peguans abroad 341 ; gentle king, 
golden age 121**2 ; two towns 
179; royal city 110-22, 154- 
83; 191, 193, 211-35, 367-S; sacks, 
sieges 1 13, 153, i()3, 177^ 

232 - 5 * ; names of gates 171, 234 : 
splendour lOS,* 175* ; ceases to 
be port 193, 311; jars 122, 150, 

. 314, 342. 

Peikthano 309. 

Pcissarit 343. 

Pekin 64-5, 87, 279, 352. 

Penwegon 125. 
peons 8, 24, 178. 
pepper 11, 122, 157, 206. 

Pereira, D. 159. 

Persia 10, 45, 130, 140, 148, 157, 310, 

325* 

Peshawar 129, 285, 325. 
petitions 161, 175 , 204, 288. 

Petpaing 124. 

Phaulkon 202-3, 259, 344. 
phylacteries 279, 362. 

PMao see Pyu, 

piece goods ii, 122, 206, 214, 279. 
pig 31, 62, 77, 107, 124, ir>7, 23*), 258, 
270, 344 , 345 - 

pilgrimage, armed 30, 120, 2<xj, 284. 
Pillars of Victory 322. 
pillow 53, 157, 1 * 95 . 235. 

Pimeiita, N. 184. 

Pinda 319. 

Piiidale 196-9. 

Pinle 76, 97, III. 

Pintha 347. 

Pinto 342. 

Pinya7S, 80, Si, 88, 107. 124, 125, 2O5, 
”34«. 

pirate 23, 131, 142, 148, 203. 

Pitaka see Tripitaka. 
pitch 187,* 229. 
plague 10, 13. 
plantain 84, 352. 
plough see Jlarrow. 
Pohkaung-nwe-ngan-taw 1 00. 
poison 23,* 50, 69,* 78, 96, 99,* 114,* 
no, 232. 
polo 208, 297, 

Pondawbyi 104. 

Pondicherry 230, 259. 

Pong 322. 

Ponlha 348. 

Popa 16 ,* 17 , 19, 24, 2(>, 60, 97, 167, 
277, 311, 3*4; i^lnn 37 ; Sawra- 
han 16. 


population— capital 139, 265 ; Ran- 
goon 357 ; country 269, 333 ; 
kept down by see Famine, Oe- 
jxjpulation, Devastation ; main- 
tained by marriage policy 35(^, 
prohibition of emigration 350. and 
see Prisoners, Slaves. 

porcelain 102, 122. 

Portuguese 121 - 2 , 131-2, 153, 155 *^ 3 . 
107-9, 175, 1 78, 180, 1S3, 202 - 3 , 
204, 212, 259, 266, 271, 294, 
3 * 1 . 334 . 340 . - 6 ; Guard.s 159 ; 
Kandy Tooth 172-3 ; Syriam 
185-90* ; villages 348-9 ; Arakan 
140 . . 8. 

pot 95, 1 16, 232, 235, 237, 277, 314. 

pottcrvi2, 13,41,84, 122, 150, 314, 34I; 

Po-u-daung 260, 307. 

Povrundaung 309. 

Pran 241. 

Pra Naret 181-2. 

prayer 9,* 44,* 53.* 62, no, in. 115, 
118, 163, 249, 260, 298, 325; for 
Buddhahood 48,* 331* ; Christian 
23, 98, 342 ; reincarnation 69,* 
114,* 124,342; tharanaf^onthtniba 
8,* 42,* 98.* 

prices To, 28, 143, 148, 186, 228, 235.* 
200, 349, 354 , 358, 3 ^ 3 ; 
mentioned 171, 21 1, 273, 288. 296, 
3 * 9 . 357 • • 3 ^ 3 * Currency. 

primate 44 . . 6, 50, 55, bo, 81, 270, 
277, 326 ; assists coronuti<,n 3S ; 
checks king 39, 51 , 62, 63, 08 ; 
cxecutetl 208. 

prisoners of war 62, 87, 91, 109, 157, 
187 ; killed unless enslaved 231, 
241, 272 ; distributed 253 ; mas- 
sacred 239 ; eaten 298 ; on 
collars 168 ; exhibited in fetters 
165 ; released 160, 230, 270, 356; 
scattered in small parlies 200, 223 ; 
UwSed as ofth'crs 230, 266, made to 
fight 251, 253; royal 28, 77, 91, 
167, 169, 170, 185, 216, 223, 234-5, 
208 ; sold 147, 165, 235*; given 
wives 231, 258, 350 ; ba.si.s of el.ass 
distinction 351 ; enslaved as canal 
tenants 318, 347, gunners 231, 
craftsmen 239, 357 ; dcdicate<l 28, 
118, 141, 196, 208, 333; villages 
39, 141, 147, 202, 231, 24S, 332, 
347-9 ; Stereotyped list 321. 
See Di'jjortation, Slaves. 

profiteers iSo, 198, 200, 357. 

Prome 10, 17, 62, 69, S2, 85, 86, 102, 
104, 105, 107, 109, 124, 159, 162, 
i6(), 212, 238, 260, 267. 208, 295, 
3*3. 337 ; inscrijitions 12 , 

307-9 ; Ilindiis 5, O ; Pyu capital 
1 2*- 15 ; near sea 12, 311 ; under 
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Prome — 

Pagan 28, 33 ; Chinese expedition 
69, 293, 337 ; sieges 88, 97, 98, 
100, 1 16, 155, 157, 185. 223 » 238, 
342 ; border state 75, 89, 1 10, 120, 
121 ; viceroyship 171, 179, 182, 184. 

prophery 27, 33, 63, 97, 119, 173, 215, 
276, 317, 324. See Astrologers. 

Pulel 239. 

punishment — various offences 358 ; 
cattle slaughter, drink 278 ; dacoits 
81, 282, 358 ; daring to mourn 169 ; 
revenue default 359 ; sad tidings 
300-1 ; theft 278, 358 ; town's 
failure to resist 259-^, 266 ; 

treason 141, 147, 265, 275 ; 
collective 93,* 179,* 245 ,* 248, 
264-5 ; boiling metal 207, 278 ; 
burning 8,* 16, 62, 177, 179,* 
19S, 271, 289; confiscation 275; 
decapitation 278, 295 for officers 
231 and penitents 266 ; dedication 
141, 265 degradation 351 ; hot 
sun 240, 286 ; fine 266, 357 ; 
dogging 13, 240; harrow 267; 
impaling 142, 157, 187,* 287; 
low water stake 267, 273 ; mos- 
quitoes 345 ; mutilation 14 1, 358 ; 
roasting 192, 273 ; 
executioner king 1 16, royal kinsman 
55 ; elephants 8, 194, 235* ; 

island set apart 286 ; punishment 
of monks 208, 326, doctors 170, 
superior for dependents 117, 138, 
viceroy 240, 287, Hluttaw' 295 ; 
stayed 55, 62 ; exemptions 138, 
199; death sentence 13 formula 
321, statistics 354. 

Puranas 317. 

Pusittok 41. 

/>we 31, 44, 56, 77, 78, 90, 96, 117, 149, 
159, 168, 173, 211, 222, 224, 230, 
249, 260, 348 ; to China 14, 279. 

Pyagauiig 124. 

Pyanchi (i) 85, (2) 86, 123-4. 

Pyapon 163. 

pyathat 33, 180, 333. 

Pyaungbya 25. 

Pyaunggaung 356. 

Pyc 198-201. 

Pyedawthagyun 35, 37. 

Pyetkaywe 25, 33, 76. 

Pyinbya 18. 

Pyinka 34S. 

Pyinsa, Sambawut 29, 137. 

Pyinzala-ngamyo 347. 

Pya 104, 194, 247, -J69. 

Pyu, Piao 3, 7, 11-15, 24.. 28, 43, 46, 
269, 307-9, 3J2, 337 - 

Pyusawti 15, 80, 308 , 312. 

Pyushin 15. 


tjUEEN 9,* 31, 68,* 89, 93, 94, 112, 119, 
168*, 23^* 240, 271 ; marries 
brother « 24 , passes to successor 
81, 104 to conqueror 79, 91, 94, 
1*5, 342; sacrosanct 96; given 
to lord 54, 81, 97 ; her statue 63,* 
168,* ; her son’s rights 58, 60, 

264 ; 

crowned consort 54, 95, 1 14 ; reg- 
nant 10, loi, 117 - 8 ; dowager 
76-9, 100, 104, 244, 263 ; executed 
51, 62, 147, 199, 262, 264 ; suicide 
1 14 ; retires into religion 95, 118 ; 
offers hair to pagoda 101, 124, 172 ; 
sucks whitlow 58, 329 ; 

faithless 192 ; fishwife 294 ; carpen- 
ter’s daughter 60-1 ; foreign 23, 34 , 
51, 86, 1 14, 167, 173, 208, 280, 283. 
285 ; poetess 262 ; accompanies 
ariny 80, 93, 166, 260 ; hghts on 
elephant 1 59 ; rescued on elephant 
93,* ; The Beloved 40, 43'4 * 


RAFT 53, 69, 84, 154, 159, 232, 287, 300, 
313. See Fire. 

Raheng 160, 181. 

Rahma 10. 

Rahman Khan 31. 

rain 78, 82, 85, 91-2, 234, 242, 250; 
-bow 48; Hoods 170, 182, 251-2; 

! winter = rains 10 

Rarnayana 308, 329. 

Ramrce 39, 148 . . 9, 267, 280, 282, 291, 
293 - 

Ramu 140, 147 . .8, 292 . . 3, 341. 

Rangoon, Dagon 34, 82, 85, 1 14, 1 17. .8. 
161, 162, 186, 238, 246, 270 . . i, 
278, 299, 304, 346, 351, 353 . . 5, 
361 ; origin 5 . . 7, 309 ; unim- 
portant 175 ; stockaded town 112, 
224, 259, 265; fief 1 13, 170; 
Alaungpaya’s siege 224-9 ; named 
224 ; becomes port 232 ; should 
be capital 249 ; statistics of popu- 
lation, crime 354, 357, 35S ; ship- 
building 224, 284, 353 ; rebellions 
259, 265-7 ; senior governor 240, 
286-7, 289. 358 ; English agent 
285. 

Rangpur 283. 

ransom 98, 143, 185, 239, 302. 

Rapid of the Three Thousand 241. 

rat TO, rSi. 

Ratana-bon 142, -manaung 145. 

Razadarit 82, 84, 85 . .95, 112, 113 - 5 , 
116 .. 7, 233; Ayedawpon xvi, 
115, 170. 

red — elephant 274 ; flag 266 ; saddles 
348; Sea 129-30, 146, 353. 
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refugees — Arakanese 45, 90, 148, 267 ; 
Assamese 283, 297 ; Burmese 26, 

90, 92, 98, 210, 212, 214, 216, 240 ; 
Manipur 297 ; Moghul 146 ; 
Siamese 202, 207 ; Talaing 98, 
1 13, 1 16, 215, 240 . . I. See 
Migration. 

regalia see Five, 
regatta 119, 294, 3»7> 35^- 
reincarnation 39, 44, 47 . . 8, 69, 86, 
95, 1 14, 117, 124, 342, 353, 361. 
relics 28, 31, 33, 43> 99, 

Tooth. 

Rennell 143. 

revenue 207, 268, 274, 295, 296, 347 - 52 , 
357-61 ; customs and export tjo, 

91, 102, 143, 16S, 175, 186, 206, 
227, 240, 245, 285* 315, 347, 350 ; 
no excise 315 ; great Inquests 194, 
269, 333; farmed 310; poll tax 
2S0, 352 ; defaulters 359 ; exorbit- 
ant 211, 299, 359-60; Bengal 144. 

rhinoceros 10, 98. 

rice 10, 13, 37, 60, 78, 84, 97, 118, 139, 
143, 15.S, *63, 168, 176, 177, 237, 
33 » export 146, 172, 175, 
206, 350, 357; present 57, 155, 
359; liquor 80, 315; Myingyan 
16; palace corner 180, 198; 

])arche<l 299 ; bag, price 354 ; 
revenue 319, 347, 352. .We Gran- 
ary, Kyaukso. 

Ki('har'd 314. 

ring TO, 28. 35. 54, [21. 156, 157, 170, 
190, 225, 273, 279, 314,. 345; 
queen tloprivod of 114; Lost 
King ’’ cycle 34, 327. 
river -diversion 12, ii<S, 319; sill 193, 
3»J- 

road 123, 157. 158, 165, 280, 332; 
cross 1 16. 

Koine 6, 129, 310, 324, 327, 346. 
ropes 32, 39, 1 15, [68, 188, 254, 256, 

347. 

rosary 62, log. 

rubies 54, 92, 114, 1 19, i2I, 122, 190, 
214, 274, 279, 295. 350; tribute 
101, 166, 173. 

Russia 64, 121. 

SACRIFICR 17, 232, 331, 333 ; animal 97, 
1.^4, 166-7, 34^, 344 ; human 25, 
41, 144, 166, 318, 34 2.. 4; coronation 
144; foundation myosade 320 ; 
frontier 318 ; funeral 166, 343 . 
sacrilege T07, 3 58. 

Sadaung 269. 
saddle 348. 

Sadiya 2S3. 

Sadon 348. 

Saga, .state 165. 335. 


Sagaing 23 . . 4, 32, 41, 48, 52, 78, 81, 
85, SS, 96, 99, 100, 107, loq, 125, 
I7t, 195 • • 7, *00, 207 . . 9, 231, 
244, 263, 265, 269, 314 ; Ari 79 ; 
Shan sack 80, 1 24 ; prisoner 

villages 239, 348-9. 

Sagu 60, 81, 106, 163, 34S. 

Sakantha 356. 
sakti [7. 

Sakuntala 327. 

Sakya 307. 

Sale 105, 167, 223, 348, 351. 

Salin 85, 96, 102, 105, 109, 1 16, 171, 
202, 221, 319, 348. 

salt 130, 142, 206, 258, 296, 328, 347, 

352, 360* 

Salween 3, 4, 0. 156, 165 . . 6. 310. 322. 
Sambawut, Pyinsa 29, 137. 
Sampanago 30. 

samsara 47-S. Sre Reincarnation 
Sandadevi 342. 

sandal 38, 177, 325 ; wood 1 57 
Sandamuni 184. 

Sandathudamma 145-8. 

Sandathuriya 313. 

Sandawizaya 148, 

Sandi 30. 

Sandihkan 1 39. 

Sandoway 94. 113, 137, MO. 158, 174. 
1S9, 207, 224, 267, 280. 309, 3 '3* 

34S. 

.Sandwip 142-3, 147-8. 

Sane 207, 34S. 

Sangerinano 346. 

Sanskrit 6, 13, 18, 34, 249. 307-S, 310, 
.127, 337 ; snpersedfil 29. 

Santa 323. 

Sanwiiigaing Hill 87. 
sapphire 119, 279. 

Sarabha 18, 33, 337. 
s.atin 235. 

Saw' — queen 61, 68-9, 76, 7S-9 ; 

-binnya 155 ; IJ 79-80 ; L'mma8[. 
sawt:.ijs 3o8:'Ava 109, 155; brave 
2 38; kings 171, 270; bred in 
palate 165, 315, 347 ; “ 99 323 ; 

succession 202, 300 ; homage, 

tribute t66 , 196, 340, Jbo ; woman 
10 1. 

Sawhiiit 76, 79. 

Saw'lon (1) 62, (2) 105-7. 

Sawiu 23, 31-2, 34 - 6 , 39. 316. 327 ; 

-thinhkaya 124. 

Sawinun-gyi 86, -hla 3 1 . 
Saw'pycchantha 87, 91-4. 

Sawthada 189. 

Sawyim ( i) 39, (2) 79, 
sayadaw 326. 
scavengers 26, 351. 

scent 13, 173, 232, 274, 277 : wood ii 
122, 157, [(MX 330. 
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Sconcnville, de 213. 
scout 154, 300,^5. 

scripts 4, 7, 9, 3 OT- 9 , 312, 337 ; Burmese 
29 ; Nagari 137 ; Persian 140 ; 
square xvi, round 268. 
scriptures 27 . . 9, 32, 59, 114, 145, 161, 
166, 171, 195, 28s, 307 . . 9, 326. 
sea — coastline changes li, 28, 148, 193, 
31 1 ; ports 9, 57, 122, 139, 175, 
202, 287, 357 ; capital 140, 146, 
174, 249 ; trade mostly seaborne 
358. See Ships, Trade, 
seal 3^7^75. 9*i *00. 226, 228, 279, 

Sealey 203-6. 

Seiktein 39. 

Seinnyet 46. 

Seitti 17. 

Seixas, P. 155-6. 
seizin 261. 

sepoys 144, 290, 297, 301, 304. 
setyawade 243. 

seven — Days King 263, 265 ; genera- 
tions 97, 108 ; Hill Tracts 40. 
Shahpuri, Shinmapyugyun 301-2. 
Shans — origin 4 ; ancient site 309 ; 
predominant 15, numbers 74 ; 
under Pagan 29, 31, 34, 57; 
migrate to Burma ch. Ill, 63, 82, 
153 and elsewhere 74, 138 ; Three 
Shan Brothers 75-9, 80-1, iii; 
sack Pagan 77, 336 Pinya, Sagaing 
80, 124 ; rule Ava 106, 109, 125 ; 
annexed by Toungoo Dynasty 165, 
177, 184, 192, 323, by Alaungpaya 
228 ; 

favoured by Burmese 230 ; resident, 
garrison 299 ; contingent 228, 236, 
250, 270 its bravery 238, size 335, 
placed in front rank 255 ; la^ur 
levy 275 ; spearmen 163 ; invul- 
nerables 174; excel at elephantry 

154; 

states rank as kingdoms 17 1, 270; 
disunited 79, 109, 153; fluctuate 
between China and Siam 196, 19S, 
254 in preference to Burma 271, 
299 ; periodic homage 340 ; tri- 
bute 166, 196, 360 ; hostages 165, 
deportees 347-8 ; irrigation 25, 
347 ; place of exile 180, 257 and 
refuge 26, 215, 216, 235', 247; 
queens of Burma 25, 31, 93, 192 ; 
ministers at court 108, 161, 193 ; 
monks in Delta 109, 177, 233 
Shangon 85. 

Shanthondaung 241. 

Shanzu 348. 
shaving 76, 120, 160. 

Shayista Khan 144, 147. 

Sheinkyaw 26. 


shield 35, 37, 256, 348, 351. 

shthko 203, 2x4, 225, 227, 288, 302. 

Shinbinkuni 46. 

Shinbinsagyo 57. 

Shin Bo-me 93, 95-7, 324. 

Shinhla 48, 207. 

Shinmapyugyun, Shahpuri 301*2 

Shinminauk 86, 93*4. 

Shinpyu image 48. 

Shinsawbu 95, 97 , 116 - 9 . 

Shintalok 193-4. 

ships — Arab 10, 24, 57, 310; Ara- 
kanese 45, 138, 140 . . 7, 157, 182, 
^85 . . 7, 349 ; Burmese 241, 271, 
3 io» 334 , 341 ; Ceylon 32, 57, 328 j 
Chinese 57, 215, 310 ; Dutch 142, 
225, 259 ; English 202-6, 224-5, 
240, 250, 287, 289, 304, 353, 363 1 
European 213, 266 ; French 203, 
225, 229-31, 259, 284. 353, 357; 
Indian 6, ii, 141, 144, 310, 353; 
Mahomedan 24, 112, 122, 144, 
1 89; Portuguese 132 , 14^ . . 7, 
*53, * 55 , 156 , 158, 172, 185-6, 189, 
271 ; Roman 9, 129, 310 ; 
building 142, 206, 213, 230, 259, 284, 
350, 353 ; buried remains 311; 
pay tolls 168, 186, are searched 
350, land cannon, rudder 270 ; 
rice allowance 206 ; sunk to block 
harbour 138, 175 ; enslaved by 
wreck law 205, 241, 285, 349 ; 
use Pegu jars 342 ; half decker 
roaches Europe 132. 

Shitthaung 140. 

shoe, boot 41, 188; ceremonial ques- 
tion 336 ; tribute 359. 

Shuja, Shah 146-S. 

Shunant‘0 13. 

Shwebo 46, 52, 53, 57, (>S, 75, 77 , 85, 
87, 98, 106, 107, 165, 208, 21 1, 
263, 269, 309, 310, 319; frontier 
75, 105-6; village 219; capital 
222-48. 265 ; grave 243 ; captive 
villages 208, 231, 345, 347-9 ; war- 
cry 223, 230, 233. 

Shwebontha (1) 223, (2) 34S. 

Shwedagon 175, 186, 254, 268, 271 ; 
origin 7, 308; height raised 1I2, 
1 17, 260 ; kings offer their crowns 
172, their queens 157, their weight 
in gold 1 19, 260 ; Shinsawbu 1 18 ; 
shoes 336 ; state worship 166, 224, 
3 * 5 , 352 - 

Shwr.daung 140 ; -u 46. 

Shwedwinaung 41. 

Shwe-einthi 38-9. 

Shwega 348.' 

.Shwegu (i) Meiktila 33 ; (2I Pagan 
47 , 49; (3) Pegu 119; (4) town 

29, 352. 
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Shwegyin 235, 31 1. 

Shwehlc 352. 

Shwehsandaw(i) Pagan 33 ; (2) Prome 
42, 90-1, 166, 223, 260, 268, 336. 

Shwe-indein 57. 

Shwekyathcin 145. 

Shwekyetyct 53, 88, 207, 209, 216, 
22*2. 

Shwekyimin 49. 

Shwelaung 319. 

Shweli 165, 254. 

Shwemale 46. 

Shwemawdaw 6, 7, 94, 113-4, 119, 153, 
172, 233-4, 308. 

Shwemyo 30, 124. 

Shwenanbauk 35. 

Shwenankyawshin 104-6, 125, 340. 

Shwcnawrahta 91, 105. 

Shwenyaungbin 254, 257. 

Shwepanmyaing 46. 

Shwepaunglaung 96, 348. 

Shwepye Horse 180. 

Shwepyin-g>M, -ngc 24, 31, 

Shwepyishin 53. 

Shwcsawlu 34. 

Shwesettaw 42, 46, 96-7, 194 , 248, 268, 

307. 

Shwctachaung 319. 

Shwetaunguchantha 222. 

Shwetaza 57. 

Shwethabeik 54. 

Shwethetlut 8i. 

Shweyinhmyaw 33. 

Shwezayan (i) 7, (2) 31. 

Shwezigon (1) Meiktila 33 ; (2) Pagan 
28, 33 , 34, 38, 42, 107, 120, 123, 
166 , 223, 254 , 260. 

Siam 241, 254, 258-9, 279, 303, 314, 
340, 345 ; Shan state founded 74 ; 
Buddhist stronghold 40, 145, 277 ; 
suzerain of Lower Burma ill, 112, 
216; expels Burmese 261 and 
gains Chiengmai 272 ; Burmese 
wars 274.)- 2 ; raids Shans, Tenas- 
serim 271-2, 349; enlightened 
dynasty 249 ; royal titles 180, 276 ; 
preferred by Shans 271, 299; 
princesses in battle 159, 271 ; 

chronology 343 : trade 133, 167, 
202-3, 241, 253 ; deported 141, 
177, 202, 248, 348 ; translation 
296 ; vrliitc elephant 167, 362. 
Si f: Ayuthia. 

Siboktaya 105. 

Sibsagar 2S3. 

Sidi 233. 

Sigwin 323. 

Sikhs 297. 

silk 9, 13, 43, 88, 101, 119, 157, 166, 
200, 214, 239 , 257, 258 , 274, 279, 
32 «, 357. 
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silver 10, 12, 13, 29, 63, 99, 157, 176, 
207, 220, 230, 235, 253, 254, 273 ; 
output 310; alloy 289 ; export 
206, 350, 357; candlesticks 352 ; 
casket 100; flowers 48, 327, 
359; pellet in flesh 314; smiths 
239; revenue, tribute 48, 347, 
360. Set: Currency, Prices. 

Silver Land 310. 

Sincheya 348. 

Sindaw 348. 

Sindin 141, 280. 

Singaung 106, 255. 

Singphos 303. 

Singu 30, 37, 39 ; king 148, 261-4. 

Sinhka 348. 

Sinkya 348, 

sites — shifting 356 : chosen by animals 
33, 48 ; auspicious II2 . . 3, 184 ; 
list of ancient 309. 

Sitha 105. 

Sithukyawhtin (i) 101-2, 124, 335 ; 
(2) 109. 

335 ' 340. 

Sittana 59. 

Sittang, Sittaung 4, 27, 82, 91, 1 12, 164, 

215. 233. 23s, 31 

Sit-thu prince 351. 

Siva 7, 137. 

small pox 81, 268. 

slaves- object of w»ar 91,* 241, 849 , 357 ; 
raids 15, 80, 102, 123, 249, 257, 
272, 283, 298* -9, 302 ; Arakancse 
slave ships I 43 * 4 * ; price 143, 
235,* 260, 349 ; made king 149 ; 
Slave King 351 ; seamen enslaved 
205, 349 ; my slaves ” 101, 2S2, 
286 ; slavery mild 332 ; hir debt 
359, crime 14 1, 265 ; slaves 

sacrifieed 166,* 320, 343, executed 
for mourning 169, destroy in- 
seriptions 26S ; women S, 68, 
70, 116, 160, 333,* 359; Indian 
3*?? 333»* negro 186 ; owner res- 
ponsible 117. Se't' Pagodiis, Pris- 
oners. 

smim, lord 163, 178 , [98 ; Iltaw 120, 
161-4, 'b9 ; Htaw Buddhaketi 
212-5, 354 ; PiiV'in S7, 339 ; Pavu 
156 ; Sawhtut 102-3 . 

snake 14, 17 , 25, 84. 

snow' 165 ; brig 224. 

Sobanas 9. 

society, organisation 347-52. 

soda water 275. 

Sokkatc 19, 23, 25. 

Son (1)30, (2) 44. 

Sona LUtara 30S. 

songs 78,* 96, 99, 139. 147, 168, 17 1, 
274. 296, 332, 363. 
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spear, lance 6, 37, 69, 99, 163, 182, 228, 
238, 263, 315, 340 ; bamboo 237, 
265 ; elephant 98, 336 gate 323 ; 
royal 32, 41, 294, 328 ; levy 351-2; 
stormers* boast 254. 
spices 130, 132, 347. 

•spire, hH 40, 44, 45, 50, 61, 104, 170, 
196, 223, 262, 325, 332; gold, 
jewels 172, 260 ; prerogative 157 ; 
reverence 288 ; thunderstruck 295. 
spittoon 82, 170. 
stag 19, 173, 308. 
statues 40- 1 . 
steel 258. 

Stephano, H. de St. 121. 
stockades 35, 67, 92,* 106, 112, 120, 
147, 162 . . 3, 167 .. 8, 211, 222, 
250-1, 271, 281-2, 296, 301, 304,3*5» 
336 ; Europe 254 ; Burmese forte 
237, 356 ; of besiegers 88-9, 197, 
222, 252 ; earthwork 223, 256* ; 
toddy trees 219; palace 248; 
pagoda 208; permanent 119, 123, 
198, 239, 259, 265 ; pukka fighting 
187-8, 232, 254 - 6 .* 

stratagems 35, 83 , 84,* 92, 108, 113, 
164 , 157, 169, 21 1, 232, 255, 301, 
303, 355. 

succession, royal 263-4, examine Yu- 
varaja ; trace of slayer right 18, 315. 
Suffren 284. 
sugar 13, 352. 
suicide 25, 39, 99, 1 14, 255. 

Sukhotai no, ill, 167. 

Sulamani 57. 

Sulegon 348. 
sultan, Arakan 140. 

Sumatra 5, 9, 43, 122, 157, 31 1, 322, 
330. 

Sunderbands 143, 313. 

Supabhadevi 189. 

Suvannabhumi 9, 31 1. 

Swa 30. 

Sweelaw 57. 
sweets 274. 

swimmers 24, 36, 182, 260. 
sword — bearers 108, i6i, 262 ; corona- 
tion 38, 325 ; execution 266, 277, 
of honour 199 ; royal 50, 92, 106, 1 


TabayIN 104, 105, 208. 

Tabe 231. 

tabindaing-ein 324. 

Tabinshwehti 109, 1 20, 125 i ^40i 

I 153 - 62 , 164, 193, 233, 327, 335 . 
I 342 , 343. 343. 

Tada-u 104, 197. 

tael 77. 

Tagaung 9, 10, 15, 16, 30, 80, 85, 88, 
222, 307, 309 - 10 , 332, 337. 

Taikkala 4, 112, 311. 

taiktkugyi see Headmen. 

Tainggyut 331. 

Takayutpi 107, 120, 155. 

Talaban 215-6, 221, 233, 247. 

talahkwan 164. 

Talahtaw, Bhadradevi 8. 

Talaings, Mon — origin 3.-9; name 
6 ; ancient sites 309 ; Three 
Lands 115 ; penetrated by Bur- 
mese 28 and Shans ch. Ill, 82, 
94 ; under Burma 41, 160 ; 

alienated 178, 180 ; overthrown 
by Burmese 235* and kept down 
299 ; migrate to Siam IW, 193, 
198, 235, 241, 249, 259, 272; 
labour levy 275 ; Ava villages 

348: 

ministers at Burmese court 16 1, 170. 
173, 193 ; cultural influence 29, 
38, 111, 1 21, 236; literature 59, 
111, 120, 170, 195, 236; monks 
in U.B. 26, 55-6, 59, 97 , 180 ; 
carpentry 353; masonry 17, 119; 
pottery 41, 341 ; capacity on water 
45, *54, *5b, 158,310; fairskinned 
160, 190, 342; funerals 84, 112; 
heroes 5, 8, 84, 89, 92, 113, 247, 
339 ; perfidy 236. 

Talaing-su 348, -the 124. 

Talamidaw 112, 114. 

Tali 30, 43. 

Talok — forest 48 ; -myo 222. 

Tamils 39, 322. 

Tamokso 49, 319. 

Tamu 239. 

Taninganwe 207. 

Tankyi, -daung 33, 307. 

Ta On 29. 


108, 1 17, 180, 191, 200, 209, 223, . Tapawtangauk 84. 

226; relic 315, 328; mu^t not Taping 65, 165, 191, 257, 336. 
shed king’s blood 69, 77 ; hilts Tarabya 75, no, 340. 
slippery 255. Tarokinaw 69, 293, 337. 

Symes, M. 285. Tarokpyemin 68. 

Syriam 113, 169, 182 . . 4, 190-1, 200, Tarciuin 210. 

203 . . 6, 211 . . 3, 216, 224-5, 236, Tartars 41, 64 . . 78, 336. 

312,345,347, 348,350,352,355; Tatkale 346. 

port 175, 232; De Brito 185-9; Tat-kaunghan 347. 

Alaungpaya’s siege 228-31 ; church tattoo 98,* iSo, 227, 280, 318, 344, 349, 
230, 346 ; Golden Company 229, 356. 

232 ; shipbuilding 206, 230, 353. Taungbalu 106-7, 197. 
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Taungbila 194-5. 

Tttungbyon 30-1. 

Taungdwin, -gyi 79. 9b-7i *04, loO, 

125, 249. 

'r'aunghkwin 35, 39. 

Taungnyo 124. 

Taungpyinthi 52. 

Taungup 313. 

Tavoy 157, 17 1, iSi, 193 » ^*2, 214, 
270-1, 347; foundation 321 ; 

under Siam 111-2, 200, 216, 

250, Burma 157-8, 189, 191, 241, 
272-3. 

Taw Scin Ko, Mr 12, 313, 322, 330, 


1 axiia 3. 
tea 258, 279. 

teak 214, 248, 254, 296, 325, 345, 355 ; 
cxjwrt 10, 311 ; shipbuilding 206, 
284, 353, 357. 

Telingana 6. 

temples — Arakan 140 ; Pagan 330-3, 
first 29, 40. last 59. 

Tenasserim 29 , 74, 98, 100, 122, 
132-3, 171, 205, 248, 314, 349, 
361 ; under Siam 13, 111-2, 189, 
202-3, 241, Burma 34, 44, 57, ib8, 
272 ; population 333, 

T^ngyileh 196. 

Ten Moral Precepts 291, 330. 
tkabeik sec Bowl. 

Thabciktaiing 137. 

Thabycwa 26, 

Thadingyut feast 246, 351. 
thadinthon 88. 

Thadominbya 80. 

Thagaya 29. 
l'ha!e.si 88, 

Thaluii 193 - 6 , 270, 347. 

Thalunbyu 208. 

Tlialiindin 348. 

Thalyaung 76. 

Tliamada 149, Malia 330. 

Thamahti 17, 18, 26. 
thamaing'x^nxK^ 269, 308. 

Thamstlii 5. 

Thambula 32, 34, 40, 43, 327 . 
Thandaung 39. 

Thanytia 347. 

Tharagon 148. 

tharanagonthonba 98. See Three J ewels. 
Tharrawaddy 90, 352. 
thnthanabaing sec Primate. 

Thaton 17, 24 . . 5, 56, 110, 112, 172, 
215, 233, 242, 247, 317-8, 321, 340, 

34 ^ • . 9 , 35 * ; 4 - 7 , 

308-9 ; conquest 27-9 ; seaport 1 1, 
28, 311. 

Thatpyinnyu 47. 

Thaiingdui; 17 1, 194, 208, 239. 
Thayapu 313. 


Thayctmyo 35, 46, 57, Si, 89. lob, 13S. 

148, 163 ; Tliet 327. 

Theiddat 90, 92, qO. 
tkein 120, 172. 

Theinhko 18, 
thekke t6S. 

Thekyamanaung 145. 
tkcnafifi/i 214 f 215, 236. 
thenat 232. 

Theravad.i 26, 70. 

Thet (1) 3, (2) 327 ; -niinkadon 39, 44. 
' l'he!k(*gyin 30. 
tkcttawshc. 199. 

Thibaw xx, 338. 

Thida 189. 

Thihadaw 48, 222, 203. 

Thihapate 250-2, 29 1 . 

Thiharaja 27. 

Thihathu (1) parricide 92 , 69, 75, 81, 
337 ; Shan brother 75 . . 80, 
104, III, 342 ; (3) Ava chief 95-9, 
100. 

Thihatliura 100-2. 

Thilawa 85, 

Thindaing 347. 

Thindwo 77, 319. 

Thingadaung 326. 

Thinganet 148. 

Thingathu 60- 1 . 

Thinhkaba 123. 

Thinlikyaung 312. 

Thinlin pahto 17. 

Thintabaw 348. 

Thintaya 348. 

Thirithiidamma 144. 

** Thiity thousand troops ” 344. 
Tkissii'Ve 201, 211, 2i9, 220, 221, 25 1, 
260, 26f), 289, 340 . 

Thisscin, -gyi 52, 68, 348. 

Th«)bal 208. 

Thohanbwa xvh, 107-8. 

Thonganbwa 99, 201. 

Three Jewels, Names of Refuge 8, 42, 
98, 108, 325. 

Three I^igodas 159, 181, 19S, 270-1. 
Thud am niasari 315. 

Thudammawaddi 27. 

Thudawsin 52-3. 
thugyi sec Ileadmcn. 
thwetkauk io 9 , 178 , 1 88, 265, 330 ; 
-sii 348. 

Tibao, S. B. 142. 

Tiljct 3, 9, 17, 276, 312. 
tiger 219, 236, 358. 

Tilbury, A. 204. 
tiles 12, 41. 

Timinyi 312. 
tin 122, 209 . 

tinsel 359. 

I’ippera 140, 142-3, 148, 326. 

1 'issa 8,11. 
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Tonkin 5, 339. 

tooth, Buddha 70 ; Ceylon 32-3, 100 - 1, 
1 19, 140, 172 - 4 , 183, 185, 19s.. 289, 
344 ; Pekin 64 ; Yiinnan 30, 49, 
I73» 269, 279-80. 
torch 124, 159, 256, 301. 

Toungoo 30, 79, 81 . . 2, 86, 91, 96 . . 8, 
100 . . 2, 105, 108, no, 116 . . 7, 
157, 162, 165, 191, 212, 221, 224, 
232, 247, 295, 334, 342 ; Burmese 
state 123-5 and refuge 80, 107, 
153; buffer 121 ; viceroyship 171, 

179, 182 . . 6, 342. 

Toungooyaza 216, 222, 247. 
trade — exports, imports 10, ll, 122, 
146, 157, 186, 206, 258; slight, 
fluctuating 121-2, 191, 347, 358; 
monopolies 357 ; protective sys- 
tem 350, 357 ; routes 9, 15, 43, 
57, 90, 101-2, 122, 129-33, t37, 
203, 310, 316; treatment of 

merchants 121, 146, 175, 199, 
253, 357 ; Indian merchants 121 ; 
Peguans abroad 341. 
tradition, oral 33, 41, 211, 252, 267, 299, 
„ 336. 342 - 
Travancore 328. 
treaty 227, 240, 245 , 285 , 297. 
tree 61, 93, 163, 184, 254, 256, 261, 
265, 32S» 335 ; oracles 18 ; ban- 
yan 35, 250; ingyin 193; kyet- 
mauk 12 ; oil 347, 352 ; okhne 
92, 95 ; padcitha 42, 1 19 ; plantain 
84, 352 ; pon-ma-thein 1 14 ; saga 
16, 24 ; thahkut 18 ; yethahpan 
37 ; Zambuthabyc 48. Sea Holy, 
Palm, Teak. 

tribute — types 48, 165 . . 8, 208, 224, 
227, 241, 261, 280, 359 ; propi- 
tiatory II, 124. 

Tripitaka, -taik 27, 29, 59, 69, 145. 

See Scriptures. 

Tugma 10. 
tuladana 3 28. 

Tun-huang 308. 

Tupayon 100, 104, 200. 

Turks 65, 130, 176, 178, 255, 320, 338, 
340, 356, 360. 

turmeric 84. 

Tuywin-daing 167 ; Hill 33, 42, 44, 60. 
Twante 34, 95, 115. 

Twelve Towns of Bengal 140. 

Twet Ngalu 318. 

Twinthin 207, 316 ; -taikwun 247, 268. 

Udaya 30, -giri 40. 

Ugga Byaii 141-2. 

U-hsaukpan 40, 327. 
umbrella 42 ; gold 170 , 299, 342. See 
White, 
unicorn 98. 


Upper Chindwin 85, 180, 208, 310. 
Urittaung 141. 

Ussa 6. 

Utibwa 30, 291. 

Uttamagyaw, Shin 104. 

Uttarajiva 55, 60. 

Uzana (i) 60, (2) 68, 75. (3) 79. 

Varthbma, L. de 121, 314. 

Vedas 69. 

Veluvati 53-4. 

velvet 85, 122 , 214, 235, 258 , 339. 
Venice, merchants 01 65, 98, 157, 176, 
179, 3“»3t4- 
vermilion 12, 42, 258. 

Vesali 23, 137, 309, 316. 
viceroy — Burmese 17 1, 179, 1824 286 - 9 , 
304 ; Chinese 216, 228, 362 ; 
English 286 - 9 , 292, 301-2, 304; 
Moghul 147 ; Portuguese 172, 180, 
185, 188, 31 1. 

Victoria, Mt. 326. 

Viengchang, Linzin 100; 165, 168-9, 
171, 207, 248, 250, 347. 

Vijaya Bahu 32. 

Vikrama 12. 

village — administration 329, 332 ; 

allotted 359; called a province 
1 15, 17 1 ; stockaded 123, 219, 
250; graded for levy 24 ; voca- 
tional 347-8, 351-2 ; canal 318, 347; 
captives, feringhis 239, 348-9 ; 
punished 265 ; Burmese in India 
143, 283 ; passports 351. See 
Headmen. 

Vinaya 42, 47, 56, 326. 

Vishnu 7. 

Vochan, -g 66, 336. 
volcano 16, 31 1. 

Vyakarana 249. 


Wa 344, 354. 

Wareru iio-i, 164, 167, 314, 340. See 
Law. 

water — libation 44, no, 163, 249; 
ships’ 205, 342. See Holy, Scent. 

Waya 36, 41. 

Wayindok 30, 31. 

weaving 211, 239. See Cotton, Silk. 

weights and measures 49, 17 1. 

weirs 25. See Canals. 

Welaung 298. 

v^ell 23, 125, 176, 220. 

Wetwin 87, 106, 197. 

wheat 13. 

white — sacred and royal colour 170, 
361 ; dress of prophet 239, re- 
prieved 278, tk^inthon 88, un- 
frocked 326 ; 

animals sacrificed 144, 167 ; 
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elephant 13, 28, 32, 98, 112, 114, 
124, 161, 170, 173 . . 5, 183, 190, 
212, 215, 273-4, 280, 325, 328, 
361 ; fiefs 274, 359 ; king rides 
295 ; in letters 291, 302 ; chooses 
site 33, 48 ; causes trade boom 
167; war for 70, iii, 158, 167, 
249; 

horse 41, 325 ; 
house, 170; 
oxen 295 ; 
saddles 348 ; 

spirit ruler Myinbyushin 53, 220 ; 
umbrella 38, 88, 90, 95, 102, 105, 
165, 195, 236, 268, 325 ; restricted 
to king and White Elephant 170, 
274 ; miracle 5S-9 ; king of 
twenty-four 17 1, 345.* 
white complexions 190, 342. 

White, S. 202. 

Whitehill 225, 239. 
whitlow 58, 329. 

Wimala 5-6. 

-hmu 324 ; kaunghan 347. 
women — rulers xx, lo, loi, 117; in 
battle 159, 271 ; captives 91, 197, 
220, 237, 260, 298, 349 ; debt 359 ; 
may not leave country 350 ; 
handmaidens 12, 23, 68, 104, 160, 
235; 

wounded — treatment 85, 109, 301 ; 

palace 251. 

wreck 57, I IQ, 132 ; law 205*6. 
writing- -introduction 4, i(S, 29 ; spread 
by .monasteries xx, 07, 104, 326 ; 
“ a kingdom governed by the 
pen'* 351. See Inscriptions. Let- 
ter. 

Wunbe In 321. 

wunuiauk, -g-yr 170, 185, 294, 363. 
Wundwin, litihlaiiig 36 . . 8, 197, 316. 
Wunshintaung 112. 

Wuntho 221. 

Wunzin, -minyaza. Si, 85 . . 7, 90 . . i. 
ivutmycwuH 326. 

XaVIKR, St. Francis 131. 

YADU 170- 1, 1 84, 195. 
yak 10, 38, 325. 

Yamankan 31-2, 34-7. 

Yamcthiii 24, 30. 85 . . 6, 97, 99, 102, 
105 . . 6, 124, 164, 309, 319, 34S. 
Yanaungmyin (i) 113, (2) 222. 

Ya Nyuii, Nga 29S. 


Yatana-biman 104, -zedi 99, 

Yaw 87, 262. 

Yawnghwe 24, 57, 82, 87, 97, 101, 105, 
107, 109, 165, 184, 197, 265, 335. 
Yazakumar 43. 

Yazamanisula 195. 

Yazathein 159. 

Yazathinkyan (l) 60-2, 327 ; (2) 76. 
Yazawin-gyaw 104 ; -gyi 207 ; -thit 
269. 

Ye 189. 

Ycbokkon 162. 

Yeblwengahkayaiiig 123, 319. 
Yenantha 30, 105. 

Yesagyo 41, 348. 

Ye-u 349. 

Yindaw 348. 

Yinhke. 29. 

Yimminpaik 312. 

Yocliaung 137. 

Yoduva see Ayuthia ; -mvaung I S3. 

Yu 208. 

Yuatha — Myingyan 37, 167 ; Shwebo 
347- 

Yuaw'c 269. 

Yun 166, 168, 347- 
Y unch*ang 336. 

Yung-li, Kuci 196 . . 201, 352, 354. 
Ytinnan 64-5, 68-9, 73, 76-7, 85, 87. 99, 
joi, 107, 119, 200, 202, 215-6, 228, 
253-7, 290, 311, 338, 339, 352; 
partly under Burma 165, 191, 196, 
25S, 323 ; princesses 280, 291, 
362; trade 102, 122, 258, 358. See 
Frontier, Nam hao. 

yw'amja 141, 170, 179 . . 80, 182, 216, 
224-5, 235, 243, 260, 267, 296, 329 ; 
appointed 90, 157, IQ3, 215, 264, 
294- 

Zawgyi 25, 319. 

Zayat 88 ; -rnyo 91. 

Zedihla 57. 

Zenyaungbin 232. 

Zetawun 57 ; -zaung 328. 

Zetuwadi 233. 

Zeyatheinhica 58. 

Zeyawaddy 162. 

Zidaw Si, 319. 

Zigoii (i) 17, (2) 348. 

Zina Aunggya Shw'cbontha 222. 
Zinamanuung 145. 
zinc 12. 

Zinga, Nga iS<). 

' Zingyaik 317. 
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